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Myocardial fibrosis after myocardial infarction: Pathological mechanisms and
therapeutic potential of traditional Chinese medicine
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Abstract: Myocardial fibrosis (MF) is a key pathological feature following myocardial infarction (MI). This condition leads to
myocardial stiffening and impaired cardiac pumping, ultimately resulting in complications including arrhythmias, heart failure, and
cardiac rupture. Currently, interventions such as chemical drugs and surgery play an important role in the treatment of post-MI MF.
However, they are still limited by suboptimal prognoses and high medical costs. Meanwhile, traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has
demonstrated potential value in this area, owing to its holistic regulation and multi-target therapeutic effects. This review provides a
systematic overview of the pathological mechanisms underlying MF after MI and the preventive and therapeutic strategies of TCM for
this disease. It aims to provide references for future clinical research and guide drug development efforts.
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RITHEEEK
1 (LAVESERR MF HOFREEHH

MF & 0 WUBESE J5 ORI 52 5 95 B S A 5
BT, HORAER W 2 MRS 4 515 S E i
BN SEHR . ASCRAE ONLBESEJ MF 302, SRR
ST HEEI S A 3 ME OB, RGBS
T AL o
L1 RAEHA

RSN A2 MF T2 R RS AR MIRE A, 382 1) 4
hE SN B BB O L, H I R BRR 2L (1) RE
SN o PO B LT AR I . AR URESE JS
2249 3 d WZAERIA,  IRAERTC LA AR AT fid 56 R
G2 SNE, T3 T 3K 1) KB 0T 40 B [ R AE X IR

P RLA B DY B eI B RSB, AR TR
T PR AR T 42 )8 25 1 (matrix metalloproteinases,
MMPs) . XY J5A B35 BRI S 40 B v O B
24 ECM, [FIIS, W] RE S ECC R KA 5E
YO BE— 24 Ko BeAh, v L4 52 T S
RIE L AR M H 4, %5 F CFs 7] MyoFBs #%
1, TERCR AT A 2T AE AR R RIS 121,

b5 A SR AR B O L A M 3R
RN R BB BT AT B BRI T b R 40
FAIRFER AR, [R5 WA K B IR R BE R o
(tumor necrosis factor-o,, TNF-o). F40E/N%-1B
(interleukin-1B, TL-1B). TL-6 Z& A FEK ¥, BG4
[Al-F-xB (nuclear factor-xB, NF-kB) %§{5 518,
5 O JR) FB A0 AAE RIS 1314, B, 1K
— RIS FEFFAEA TR . BN b s R
Notch {5 5 iHERZUKB) M1 RALH)— RN FERL
], A5 S FEL T 12200 % e 3 25 4 ) o JUTLE B8 K B R
FEIX Ik E AR e e 26 M1 YRR AL, TS M2
R TC ] o0, e 2 B R A O B, S
2% MF JF2G5 O Th e,

Ak, BRI -5 R 2 TR A A
HIAZ EAE R v ok e s B0 v Pk P g A1 75
™ (neutrophil extracellular traps, NETs) ] #i
NOD FE2 M E [ 45 3 (NOD like receptor
family pyrin domain containing 3, NLRP3), {if IL-
1B A1 IL-18 43iih, M IL-18 X AEHIEL NETs #t—+
FETR INTIT TR B8 RE () 1E S A B 016171 i 9 3%
B}, NLRP3 = K] i B ml 24 B 22 40 i 35 ] ek R AR T
P, A MF, 22 s D UBEAE S 1.0 T RENS.

X OIBESE G MF ZOREIREYT, IARER S

HrhEZ I AR /R RS . AR = E T
RS ], 40 S NLRP3 #4171 55 IL-1 77 CBip
A A FIENZE SRS 19, HALHIH
. AR, B Airiia S 2454 T W R B B
(NLRP3 #fifill7]: MCC950. OLT1177) 2%, ifji I
T AT ATAAE A T K FH 2 B (R I
RS ) . AHEL 2T, PR 2 (s e, PFZ5)
ALE ARV CIAMEIRTT, B 280 R B
WIS, BEIRI -7 NF-«xB J@#. NLRP3 # 1%
AMESE RAERA TR, O UESE S BT 4 05 T At
HETTE

g b, JOREHE O MRS 5 B30,
DL PR AT M1 BY B R4 A 3 5 s B
T, LUBBRINFEH LI I TS AT 4L 2 N
Hi. Bk, RPN BRI 2%, I
BEUAEE e SR KRG, G
THKEFR E 2Pl MF T 5
1.2 HE5EHA

HFE A DO IIUBESE IS B 28 4 REFEEEIEE 14 R
FeA22, FEMCHAT N, Al YES AT CFs i It
S HEA N MyoFBs, 3 fEdk i A sl 1B 5
PEAE KT I1E TR0,

B AN YIEE (myeloperoxidase, MPO) 1EN
O YUREFE Ji5 Hh PR 4 RS TR SRR o 2 —, i
W& CFs H11) p38 R FUE M IS (mitogen-
activated protein kinase, MAPK) i, 75 H 5
346 H MyoFBs I i J5 8 A 232, %08 %
V] 5 JORE S NI R B IR,  FRELINJE] MF i
TR0, [FI, AN S A EE A A, E
B R EVEAIN . T 408, FERR RIS

5 24 A ] e i T %) o PR A i T AR A
M2 FHIRTSI FE 0 IL-10. #464E KT -B
(transforming growth factor-B, TGF-B) %5, IXLL[A]
TRRAMIE SR RS Ah, FEENEE IR, —
a3 5 W B - 18] it % 46 C endothelial-
mesenchymal transition, EndMT) 34111 CFs 3K,
i FR A &-1 (endothelin-1, ET-1) {2t
CFs i5 L300, 3% 4LJE [#) CFs #£ TGF-B1 RIFCH,
Al R TR K T B E AR (type I/IIT collagen,
Col VD FRIAB1321, M HFEEE AL 34016 9 MyoFBs
Ja, S a-TFENLEIE A (a-smooth muscle
actin, a-SMA) ik Jfei ECM & 2331, Jfiiid
48 E A4 2 ) (tissue inhibitors of
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metalloproteinases, TIMPs) Il i J5 [ fgE 34351, 1
Ah, DUEESE f5 ORI CD147 FIYE N EE e
fi% 1 MMP2 $T MMPs/TIMPs P, iE—5n
Jill MF #EF2B00, B ER4BMuAT oh, 2515 5
P E A% FE: TGF-B/Smads iH % 35 MF #% 0>
S5 Wnt/B-catenin I8 BHGE 5 EBER R DT B
R-IME Bk - [H B R4 (renin-angiotensin-
aldosterone system, RAAS) 57 WUE o] F ¥ CFs
WU R R DTAR, AT I MFB7-381, Ak, e i
TFRIFEEEE, T 408 (40 Th 40 B RIS 1) &b A ] i8
it 3%3% miR-142-3p B4 APC/B-catenin B#g) B
Yx 7 MFB, 1 e B 1 AL 4 L D B8 40 ) TGF-
B1/Smad2/3 ik, BEIMAELE MF HEFEH0,

T ONRESE G MF 858, IRARER 2% 32 22
IR BE T B N T BT TP TGF-B #0157, Wisos
RAARFEEE 5 Cactivin receptor-like kinase 5,
ALKS) #fI7] GW788388, HAEH 4% MF H
BEVEARACHY, (HZ% ALKS #0fil7%] (SM16. SD-
208) FEJREE MF A, 5l R OIERE. S
ARG EZ AR, R 7 IR, 1A,
MEAEJEHE . e R RSP ST h A IE S Re i
FEGECYVEESEfG MF, IS FEgPEME DLV R 43T,
RAAS Il ZAE G 3T MF 259, 3 L4 M4
59K 3 ¥ 45 1§ 49 ) %) C angiotensin-converting
enzyme inhibitor, ACED. Il %K% I 24451
7 Cangiotensin II receptor blocker, ARB) J% i i
SRR (BRNEE. ARERIED B, EA S
AlAE I RAAS IR LR, HXT TR MF 972
ARSI, S NFRER 2, WRET ARV 3E (BT i
FEIKE 11 24K (angiotensin II type 1 receptor,
ATIRD, FfA4il okt A0S s i D &5
FRE (BUEZ ¥ E2 #H5CH 1 2 (nuclear factor E2
related factor 2, Nrf2) Hréa R, ke 41k
TGF-B1/Smad3 18 ) S8 A 2454, it 2 48 f/EH
o EARKPT MF §i s, BAEE—B5.

OIEESESG MF SG5E RS, J5T CFs 31k
MyoFBs 734t J2 ECM i k1 , I HH TGF-B/Smads
SR T B, UMM OCE A
BONIRTT DL G MF B8 7E SR . ARk, I
N R =R AKEE S 2 88 mURRIE R A 40 ]
A, FERNE AR AL .
1.3 RREAHT

WIS, A R O B R

i, TR R AR M BCARR . 1X —IEAERIN
AR, R 14 R—BERFEEH A 2 A2,

BEAE S AS 5 AUk, 3658 3 e B R T 4
FRART T, BRI PR, FEURIRAH AT
S 5 P S BRI, T B AR DA R B0 1) 5 4 A
G461, S B B AEME ARG 2 ECM I E X
Ak, I TE A PRIE TR BOAMESS I Col I 4%
FIRFIFLE 1 Col 1 FTHUAR. [FIN, 7R kA L
(lysyl oxidase, LOX) SEBEIIMER T, WRIRLF4E [h]
TERR RSN 2T, BRI 58 1R BTk 5
FEREE o LI ECM [ BEARANA OB 2 — A8 3l
AP, B R TR ECE R E L.

MM Z T E, TGF-B/Smad I8 B {E 345 AR
PLECEFE MF FER, 1078 B 0 5 fi v - 24
FF MF IRZS FAR I 5 S BRW), [F]), cAMP/cGMP
55 B U T CFs [RS8 5E E5 ST, A
FELE MF L REUS41, Jhabh, CFs 76 A {7 ] i 4
SRS, R EAL RO S E I N, S B R
BRI AR, &S5 MF ORI 4R
59 H A S5 o R 0450,

R, AT AT O 4 T T e 5 BURR ) ¥
PERE AR B B 27 2 b T RO T RE . BRARE L
N, H ECM 5 MyoFBs 14 i 3 FE i 14 R ]
WA R E L RO IF S5 5 B, it FE MF
251K ONUVERE, OThRERRSE 2 HFUSS1,

O IUREBE S5 O VLA 4 A (P BEATLA LI 16
2 PEHEECAERE MF IR

HHEE IR T O IUESE . MF 4 FK, 12T
J&T “HLE” R EEmED, BEJE, RAREER
SR UK O WUESE JG MF 8 T 480 Ja s . 22t
“HRIRERIL” A% 0 SRR R B O B, 4%
Jik A S ZE A SRR AT 2R L 48 BB, [A]
I, RN AL E MF & — AN 8 1 A 1%
PRSI RS2 2% 1B ZRAIEAR54) 35 B 2 2 14 o
BB GBS LE MF A (4 F AL A S A 050
S BTGRP ERATERARY. £
B AR F AR ATE IR UL JG MF H $ie 5 5
Bt A CEgHEA PG OUUEIES MF 1)
5 AT iR SPUEMN . I CFs &5 4
b ¥ BECM AR LR B W R e 3 1
B AR AT A
2.1 IMKRSMEK

200 PEEMEEGY BEFERW], FESEE A RN
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DAMPs ‘ ) o FE AT
2 = N Pxete
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5 A = P :
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f ,»iffx&ﬁ% -
o W ) ECP
BrRs A
P : - AN
IUZIT ) VEGE :
e JCXCLL MMPs  IHETEG [ 200 e M
N . [L-la it gt .
QY DI S e ‘
N/ SR IL-6 . <
ARt IR CXCL12 -
INF-q it HEATEALBE I
IL-1p LA '
TGF-B-
TNF IL-Tas IL-1B DAMP, PG
: i sl e . 83 IL-4+
_ N 7 EGF. FGF
; 9 (6§ >
L 8 4 i L N
M ] | ‘m\MyDSS w
I ! PP2A——(0 She GRB2
| ‘ ‘ L TAKL 1 Smurf1/2
TNF-a 3 P70 S6K SARA
_CST -SMA
S IL-6 : O IKK  TAKI/MLK3/ Smad2/3
U MEKK
. STAT __ .
AMPK IL-1p JAK e :
igge UB™ KB MKKS3/6ASKI §mad2/3 ERK1/2
p65/ps0 L
{ \i-“/ p38 MKK4 Smad4
e p_ 1
\ ________ 7 CASDASES NLRP3 /M j INK— Smad2/3 Smadd
{ ATP Col IIl STz
NADPI oxidasc Angll/ATIR @/

DAMPs- #5405 5 F8530; PDGF-M/MRATAEAEKFF; CXCLI-CXC b FRLf 1 ECP-RERRM RIS FE M TAKI-FH I AEKEF
B YEACIEE 1; GM-CSF-Fi4ll - B4l fu SE 748 IR 7 EGF-& J /LK R FGF-ReF i difud: KK 7 CTGF-4i SV EKFF; VEGF-E N
BAAKE T STATAE 5165 MFEFMIHE A PGC-1o-id EALYIBE KGOS 24K v JLHAE R T-1a; MyD88-HEFE 7 LIAI T~ 88; AMPK-JIit
HERIGE S JAK-Janus ##; Bax-B ik EAIALR-2 1% X &HA.

DAMPs-damage-associated molecular patterns; PDGF-platelet-derived growth factor; CXCL1-C-X-C motif chemokine ligand 1; ECP-eosinophil cationic
protein; TAKI-transforming growth factor-B-activated kinase 1; GM-CSF-granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating factor; EGF-epidermal growth

factor; FGF-fibroblast growth factor; CTGF-connective tissue growth factor; VEGF-ascular endothelial growth factor; STAT-signal transducer and

activator of transcription; PGC-la-peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor y coactivator-la; MyD88-molecule myeloid differentiation factor 88;

AMPK-adenosine monophosphate activated protein kinase; JAK-Janus kinase; Bax-B-cell lymphoma-2 associated X protein.

E 1 OAUESE R LA R RRIRHLH

Fig.1 Pathological mechanisms of myocardial fibrosis after myocardial infarction
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PSR E 1) kBRSNS, nrlEd L. bt
RAPT MF 52 BHLG RS ORI ERBY, F12
Pl 11 BE8% 225 Jl /> 2O UAESE (acute myocardial
infarction, AMD) /] ERUREFE X 1) A SE IR, P
IR S WU 2R JE5E R 17K, I3 s e X
VEGF [Z1A67, IX AT g 5 HA0i| TLR/NF-kB.ERK/
Nrf2. NLRP3 RAEMASEA KB, ghah, PHZER
I {3 M1 B EREAH A ] M2 BUpRAk, M40
HLC UL G MFO0-6L, %, 8RB R RS
HEHT IV, nlRERER OISR MF, HAE
FAMLEIAL 5 e 3]y P 40/ 4 e R R & U £
-1 (cystein-asparate protease-1, Caspase-1) /
GSDMD @ Z TR FPTEAER, BTl #%
i Nrf2/I 21 3 %8 & -1 (heme oxygenase-1, HO-1)
W, HEmHE] NLRP3 28 /M 51 B 40 i
%-[‘:[62—63]0

WAL, B RO AR AT =t =
i L (OS15 =il F R B A 35 oA R
REZ A YA E I ##] NF-xB. TGF-B1/Smads
LR ETRPUEER, SEILBT OISR S
MF 1 H 1.
212 HHAET EZamAAEHER. M1 =
LEARME RIS SIE TR, B RSHE
A E NSO NUEESES MF ERE . EHiRTT
1, %7785t 4% SIRT3/p-catenin/PPARY 15 5 4.
] NF-xB+ p53/46LT-[A Tl (Fas ligand, FasL)
Ik, W FEICONUBEER BUMIE S0 ZR
TNF-o. IL-1B & 4&5E K 17K T T p53. FasL, 3f
VXU IR EE DR 2 Rk AT A 98 RE I
JRLO7-681, FEFT AL T THT, 1205 TR T O USEAE R
B0 WL ZH 21 A S 1k W BB B8 C superoxide
dismutase, SOD). %t H T S (L (glutathione
peroxidase, GSH-Px) %5 R PEHT A ALBE RS, [F)
I PR TN R S AR B B & &, e b iE
SO LRI 3545100, Bh Ak, BRCHEETOTI, o0 B
R Bl P R R TR TR, R
BRI ONEESE 5 MF AER .
2.2 3 CFs BUE S Hib
221 HATETER  EHERLZEFM IR
2By 2Ab &%, HAat MF F FH 5 2@ b R4
TGF-B/Smad. p38 MAPK/ERK %515 51l % S L1741,
WFFCIESE, ZmER A R E TR OIS MF 8%
OLH Coll. a-SMA J2 TGF-B1 fI5R1A . #li CFs

ST, HEFEMISHET PHRRR A FHH
% B 212 Z MR IR R FTAT 78K 30
HAr#h TGF-B1 /51 CFs &b, Filid i sm
Nrf2/HO-1. #)iil] NADPH %L/ 2 (NADPH oxidase
2, NOX2) /i P4 /p38 MAPK & %, Ji4% H1 48tk
B2 CFs Wk, O UUESEE MFUe781, —
TER o ek OV A FF 22 AT IR Th e A 4 R I BE L
XSS o, AR AT B LSS 2 W
B2, Ao PRI TR IR . I B R A1 CTGF
KA, Feos HAT Re g 4] CFs i 5 A js b iR
JRA R, HET G O D) REH B LR MF i g0,

ERERERRE, VRN E SR, B
BRI B o3 P R B AT 2 2R 43 Tk 7 2145 4
AN CFs WG 504k, Mt brONUEESE S MF.
222 WHET EPRORELET PR
BRI G B = 055, G PR H TR T O UUEESE
MF & HF 5. T SR AR RO TE (4 %/
W, 3, 3 AD) K60 AL U FE B I R
J7 RO DIRERFAT VAN, 45 R BoR, EHR O U
fE MF ERE. e ONUES T, hIugsaE
JT ISR BB T B A VG 257607 . XA REAE T
T 5 0 IR B B L I Y miRNA-133a/TGF-P1/Smads
K, > a-SMA KIS, i CFs 7] MyoFBs
(3 4k, M IELZE 35 MF BERRE48ST, jthab, a0
24 Jis B B AIE S AT ] CFs 354501k Xin Z(86)
T L 2GR ORI, I 4% s T ] T TG S S
& K=o &S k. B R BEULEE 3- B
(phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase, PI3K) /& ¥ B
(protein kinase B, Akt) S5 T @M%, 5 ONHEA
B 4] CFs iS4 & 434k Yin ZE0715256 3 — BHIF
Sz, %GBS AMI KREMLETES 1/
ErbB 52 1k Ii% 220 R Wl 25X R -PI3K/Ake JE I, #1i)
EndMT i #%8, Mfijks> CFs K.

UL, RELLT 881, AMNEIG I 710, 0 ) H
AR O EE Y TGF-p/Smad 15 5 3 B 410
il CFs W& 5 734, I KT O ULEESE 5 MF 1)
fEH .
2.3 A ECM it
230 HAEVERS  FEIEAS RUE EE E AAR A i
I IXCGE B A, CIE SR AE O iU R
Jr R BRI A0, Wi R, BIEAZ XK RE
i F PR MMP2 F1 TGF-B1 )31k, 1% ECM X
R, 3% AMI K MF KO IRERS, BB T
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e T AET T K3 Sl e sa & rh 2 vh (1) iy
RAEANEY), HulEd 2 BmYLHIREDULNUEESE S
MF £ —J7 A Zaif O LZHZ T Col 1. Col 11T
MR A% BECM FE R Rk, 4 E
2 COlEAEE 5 5 s, PRIGRMER S &
—J7 i@ A1 c-Jun ZEERIHEEE 2 (c-Jun N-
terminal kinase 2, JNK2) i@ #il Smad3 4557
P, FHIEE MF {5 5% 304,

Iy, AZRE RgPIE=i 2 TR G,

FTEIEONE T T REBNEY . KarROPIVEH LR
WA RS R Col I, Col NI, PHE{E
MF {5 515 %,
232 HAET; O TR A A MR i
BRI DIR, P 2R Uas PHBIR B &G 1T
B3 B4 ME VR OGRS . a4, 45 7ok T
TESHRUS , CUVESZER SR O D REAF LADSE , (AR
b A A AT [ AR/ Jo o 3 B A ZEZZNO0), 3X ] B2 FH
T 4% p38 MAPKYJ5 s 5L K/ MMP1 15 54,
/> ECM B 500, sEm4mdi] MF #ER2000, 4k
IEAR IR B I PR U BE FE MF BV YT T RCR
2=, VEHNLEE A H) i BSOS Y TGF-B/ Smads 15
B, LIS miRNA-29 FIER A RE, T
MMP2. MMP9. TIMP-1. TIMP-2 £ 4 }¢ mRNA %
&, Wb Coll. Col IS FEUTA. b4, EWHES
FeowtEtE A 1-GATA 4551 4-Col I-#4E if BFHUR
HE 115 5 002103,

BEAR, REESTTUON, fipCoid AR FE0 S n] jd it 2 04
R BCM A, X BHTCUESES MF IRCR .
2.4 AR B
241 HHEERNSY AZEH Rd 21 =
WA A, I8 400 200 i A O AR AR R
T B LERLAR I R, I AR A i (3R C B 5T
Ay, [F]IHH] Caspase-9 5 Caspase-3 idifk, N
BRI Akt 5 GSK-3p f/KF, 1 Bel-2/Bax [
8, MM OIESEE MEUCL, [y, AZRETH
Rd i W] I S SRR H W% O Il B ARG ALB0Y)
THIAE R EH (mammalian target of rapamycin,
mTOR), et CAVESE/NR AN SRS Ly6C HH
e S TR (35 = R A U1 WY | e
TZ007, g Ab, SRR AT S I AL R B R SR
1 Beclinl . FFEARGUE A< 2 1 5% 311(microtubule-
associated protein light chain 311, LC3II) /LC3I fJ1E
LTt p62, A IE BN, JF AT &2 42 T+ SOD. GSH-

Px WE PR BRAR TN 1, DR AL T R A
HfHU08,

W R, SRS AR Y Ba B 1 R U, 2k
Gy AR 2100 K 5 R 2HS Rl A R R AR B AT
4% PINK1/Parkin. SIRT1/PGC-1a 150 28 ki {4
g, Fi O VIEESE G MF 372
242 HHETTIF ORI BR AT B
ERAER T, BAmAIEN. BB M. FE
iR S L 2L I O 8% 24 B 22 A BT YRR, 107 T RE T TR
PR ThEE L AW BN XN 2 48 %, W
PI3K/Akt. #4875 F [K F--1 (hypoxia-inducible factor-
1, HIF-1). MAPK i #§5% . HCH 7Tt —HIESE,
T O RS ORL AT 3 00 ULAE BE 5 00 35 A/ RO
W ZR p-AMPK. il p-mTOR ik, 5040
O£ A W Ak Oy = A, IIREE MF.
b, < FRRAURL AT 2.2 T s LC3II/LC3I 1 Beclin-1
RIEAKT, BRSO ZRR B, JhEC
WUEEZE 5 HF KB MF F2 20131,

AL, HFFNIZ M, BEE RO AL, B
ARH M NTE R 0 H] PI3K/Akt/mTOR JE . 4%
HETRAHEE A K55 O il 3 FRIAZEIG S 2k by A
WO IUBEBESS MF.

2.5 {RFMEHE

251 HEEMERS  IEER, AAEESRETZ
N FH T8 Lo B O USRS B  RYaT, H R B
MR BRI AR A WIS SRR 1/
B R AR FURE RN R R AR K R A 4 A 3 T B
R 2 JEEg, (Rt g A, FFEB) Nrf2/HO-1
TS A VEGF-A FISE i 4 i fi7 A R F-1a U 3RIE
MG P B AH 4B (endothelial progenitor cells,
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