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Research progress and prospects of dissolving microneedles for transdermal
delivery of traditional Chinese medicine
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Abstract: Dissolving microneedles (DMNSs), as an emerging transdermal drug delivery technology, can transiently penetrate the
stratum corneum through micron-scale needle arrays to achieve efficient drug delivery, featuring minimal invasiveness, painless
administration, good biocompatibility, and high patient compliance. With advances in materials science and pharmaceutical
engineering, increasing attention has been paid to the application of DMNs in transdermal delivery of traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM), providing a novel strategy to overcome the limitations of conventional topical TCM formulations, such as low permeation
efficiency and unstable therapeutic effects. This review systematically summarizes the evolution of carriers for transdermal TCM
delivery and the developmental basis of dissolving microneedles, with emphasis on the structural types, drug delivery mechanisms,
and commonly used fabrication methods of DMNss. In addition, recent research progress on the application of DMNS in the treatment
of skin diseases, inflammatory disorders, rheumatoid arthritis, alopecia, cosmetic therapy, and pain management is reviewed. Finally,
the current technical challenges associated with DMNs are discussed, and their future prospects in TCM modernization and precision
delivery are highlighted. This review aims to provide references for the design optimization and further research of microneedle-based
transdermal delivery systems for TCM.
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Fig.1 Classification and drug delivery mechanisms of DMNs
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Table 1 Comparison of adaptability of four DMNs fabrication methods in traditional Chinese medicine systems
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ISRV O T 43 O AR K $24) DMINs [ i) #5561
FHECZ T, 3D 4T ENVE AR S5 n] e i) 5 2 18] 73 Af
Wt 7 BA RS, (HHARSERP R TZE
GRS MR AT TR 1 — P IR E . VR WORTE
H 17 3 25 AR R R RIS UERY B, fE R 7 Bl
TR R R R AT . Rk, ISR
W2 2 o R R IR SRR S O AT R TR R
GUERC T T, BN HES) 25 DMNs P2 AL I &
BT 1A
4 DMNs BYRZFA

A I TR R R BRSO TE, B R
YNNG BB B S R EE, T S8 5
R A ZEEe), sk, EEEMEERES
B0 TR R RF B0, AR A — Mol B 245 T
R, EESH NP2 R B IE R T,
TS A RIR . RER % % Catopic
dermatitis, AD)- it &« ZEXIEPETETT % (rheumatoid
arthritis, RA). BEfi . RS KRBT S50 ,
JRILH R IF VAT RISt SR AL 7).
41 $RIBR®

G2 — FORAEIT AL . R E RAE I 20
PRI, EEAARZEREEE, ™EZWAY)

M RBIBERCR, IRITHEER, BEFKIPARSM
T-FRO, PR 25 a0 RS, R B %
) S PRI EIEA, EE O REGE ST
SRR AR, 365 51 K B R A R R RS,

DMNs i it 76 J7 kR [T g S Aol i, o] R %
EREMNERE N ARZ, R RSS2
(25 B i 36 3R I66), Jing 2635048 T L o TR IR
HLEEEEE (shikonin, SKN) K24 245, kT
SKN 7K AP 22 () 1A R, S 38 32 LV R T 5 2 4
FOERECR o 1Z4K R 5 R AT AR H %A DMNs H & )
UFPIER AR M, S5 A T I ROEIE, AN
SR T Z9WTE R (0 B 5B R ), BiRE TIE
B RS 2

X T BB 5 AT AR S G114, DMNs
RGUEZ SR 0 5 2 251066 iR Y7 77 TH R BLH SRy
R, n] IR oy 2 AR S P RVRE I, B35 st
Z5YTE R A =30 B S R R R, A
EATT R . YU ST T — i 2458491 DMNs
A4 (TD-MNs), Hrbrha] 28 Gy i il v
BEHE], Hu 2 AL B AR S AT R 2T R, RT3l
FEEHIE 2 R 2 5L Cnset), M
[P SRR s F 4035 D% 19 JO0E . R Tkt Re g 92 7t
29N IR B T PR R i, (PO R
RRPEAD AT e S B YDIRGHE N IRIERE,  H55 R0
ZIVIARIE, M SE YA YT ROR 68, (R, ST AERT 5
B0 BT SRR e S k5
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ARE5E, AL RS R R e SRt ik, M
SRR SRV T I R RCR 5 22 A e,
4.2 EEMRIR

S PR PR IR A — b DUR S 4 4 e 38 A
FEDTRR N RAE FR I8 1 R IR o 24 i I PR3 FH IR IR T
FBUE i WOty K TFARVIRSE, BAE—
SEREE BRI, (T RCA R, HKIANHAH 5
FIRERIE B HEBIRERN RN b,
£ 0Z 10 R SR B B D e 5 T IR A 2R A B 1 B0 45
Pyt 5 25 BRI 1 A1 FH 25 W) VB R FE AR T ROk -
T b IR BRI, Ning S0 >R F AT i % 32 W ot
PRI E N 250 e R 7 SKN (344, Mg i
LR 2 R LIRTT I AR R . SR B0
il % th SKN-HA DMNs, %R SuRE1E 535 B2 ik B
P& 5 SEIL SKN [ REkEHERRE, A REETH4MAE
BIRH LN SR B & AR S5 1 KR . 51548 SKN ¥
AL, SKN-HA DMNs AMY o iR 1 52 ik B vt 24
Wi B A I R, R 3 L B 5 1 2 28R [ 1 T
PURIRIE RN, Wb 1 0] A Bl e ZH 21 )
R LR . FEHTRIG T BCR IR, A R
TR, N EIRTT I A R R At T — R
T2 4 R 2 Bt 2 0
4.3 AD

AD & —FMB . EIR M RREVE R I, i
PRI T BALSER B IR R A0 5 R FV R, ™
s B E AR R . H TR IR T B e
FETRBIER S 69T A B G B HHI ) A AR i 7 B AE
—EREE BRI GRARIEAR, (KM AR AR T AR
T A RREE SR MPEZE S . ' T L
RRHKE TS (epigallocatechin gallate, EGCG)
eI RRZHmENEY), BARZNHEL ST
RIGETE, EWAER) AD JRIT L Z5Y) . SR1M, EGCG
KB o FM R, PRI EEZE . LA
%, e E 2 Hlm R B B . S RO — R,
Chiu IR T —MIET v-RBEHM (poly-y-
glutamate, y-PGA) ] DMNs #%4 (EGCG/AA-y-
PGA MNs), B e #I% S EGCG HIFE &tk
HEMAEKIEY . RETMAPUIAMER (ascorbic
acid, AA) TERILFRER], RELL | EGCG KA
Wi, 52T T AWk RR e Tt S OR R . 3
VISEER R, ZRGTR 1 IRE e 25T B35 2%
filt AD AHIRI BTk SOREFN R B3, OB TT RCRA
BFREEHSNH EGCG+HAA 4, HETE

o fabs L RS AN, % RAEMED G
2B ARAYAEIFER, BT EED
WRMPESVRITEFIE L, R RLPE R4 A B AR
BET A R AR AR
44 MRE

TEBCER M & (androgenetic alopecia, AGA) Fll
BEFT A 2 P WL ELRZ I 32 RN 1 Bt R P g 7273
YHTEFIRTT T B RS A K v R A IR
IR0, ABAFAE 2Rt 22 L 3B RSCRAR . &R
GEMEAN RN S5 I L AR, T ARTE R R
AT I R ERS, ARG ERE 7B
77 T, et e A R IR 3R T W BUoaiE , MY e
BRANR AN 515 S B R M EIE R, &
AN R PSR4 S B T4, 15 S NURTEA
KR FRI oG8 R MmgEss, WEZAZEmhE
BERREFATA, He U | —MEA KW HIUR
(minoxidil, MXD) 5% FAEE (cedrol, CED) [¥E%
HLA % RS (MXD-CED@CDF), T RAIT
AGA. ZARZVIHMINESEAVMELR NE A, HE
TIR — RSB y- PR DA s s i e e S
YRR AE ST, 1ZR R EENGE T RS Rk
BIEME, ST T XN E KLk hDPCs 4 i (1) {12 38 58
EH, WRERAMEVIF KRG RE, AU
BB RAEK, FRRE KR AN R M . Cao
SEUS I T BT AR IR AR B HE R At oK S5 44 g o
WARRY, FTHLANAIT AGA. Z RGBT k3
JESEALRF SRR 2t i, A TR T ARk
TE B2 R (3% 1 R R B R RIR B, A R —
SEBA R, (e R MRAT B A KA AL, A
R E R AR . HAh, BRI S H g
Koo IR S48 A 0 250 AE BRI HIBIE L
RERIT R R BE T, Fi, fE RAEm
RABTT AN B & TR 255 25 s e 7, oA
ARG TT IR TR H]
45 RA

RA &—F RS E S G g, HmEERr
fEF EAFRIG IR . OB BORFI R, &)
FEOCTEIY . EZ IR K AT RE RS,
H TG AR TETT 228 F IR ) S e il B i
JREEAPURIEZ59, (B0 RIS R 8 A7 7E i 3L
55 15 i TE R T, T O i VR A B R AR TR
EAIIREE, AR SR, BEEZEMR, H
TEAE G B A RS R (80T
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DMNs KB &0 m PRk G045 /N E5RF i, 9 RA
MR IB 23Rt TR oemS . Hu SRS | —FhEg
Wi CH RN ZE R EMAKRT, HFHHAET
PRI EL MY DMNs Y, B T RA h)t
Y PRI T 98 RE A AR o RO S BUBE T (1)
DMNs RS H AP R SAREEHSE, LT
X RA kL RIBCETT, RIS R I BPt & Moy
RYYER . Ak, Guo 5B 5 S fidst 35 T- 4ok 45
FIRR BT, it — 0 R SR AN I ER LAt ng
el b B DMNs, B8Rt 7 2439 fa e
PE R G RS F U, AR Y #. Liu 5040
BUE 7 —MPiE PR A N R 2 DI RETET R, RS
T SRR AP A R 5 2 0 T A 2 ) S 1) G KRR 2
% DMNs 1, FFIL[EA ST BRI, 12 RGTREAE RAE
U Hh B B R MORE TR, A7 S o e M R 4 B
o B R K 7Rk, et HL B R .
46 XHEMW

SCE W B A2 — b DU PR AT SOE R AE 1Y
FERE T, 1T LR 2R T WA R iR
& RIS B, B0 —3bk, A
LR R A Al I 5,0 it e 1 R O S
(sinapine thiocyanate, ST) FIfiEEmG/EM, & T
ST-DMNs #%t. % & 4t LA CS. & LMt Fifd K30

ROIHNE (15%) EREONER, @i A 5oy
LI ST Mm & B ik . B sSLiRiksl, ST-
DMNs 1] 2522 fif v i B 28 /)N BRUPR) AT i IR R 5
RRENL, JEILH RIFIEIT R T, b 2E
S AR BERG ¥R TT A RS MBS SR AL T R AT IR AR
47 E&B

VAR, TR AE B JHR 36 75 0 1 B FH e
TR, HAZ OG5z, s PR
o B E R R RIRZ, A2 s R iRy 24003, [F]
IF, R R R IR 8 ) SR 33 T ST Rk AT A A
L, (b R AR S S E RS, AT RIS
TEZBIMIBRAEAE FHUSSO, JRrg sz oK-&1EH, 8
SR SRR, Rk, T T T 2 R R R
RN, WALEMERIRE . S DEee, AR A i
GREUST, @i SR G R S Ik 3 S,
AR IR ZRIN . Wu SO g T —Fh H S HLnk
SREAMY B AR E M R AWM RG: B R
(quercetin, QUE) Jii & 73 HUK T 26% ik IR — 4 fis
TG B AV EZE (CDF) B8 N ket
4E4H 0 (HSF) i (QUE@HSF/CDF), 08T H

N2 W (Bletilla striata polysaccharide, BSP) ffill#%
f) DMNs (BSP-MNs-QUE@HSF/CDF), %k % &
EPEE TR R KIS & B A R, TR
58 T AW RIIETT RUR . SR G AR S AR
L, TCEE AT SEIR 0% R adix,  BRIRZSMILE R =
B HARIB R, At e, bR R
L ERERIEHARMED, ZHEHARE B EAR
J7 AN EHEA T MR R .
48 ERIATT

DMNs {EZIETT R B RUFRTS. /Eaf
ZMEPRIAITH, PARIRBTIE FR I NT B B4
ST TE, (EAE GRS IRAH 51 R P AP ) 25
TRRPL. B RZBEESLR A PVP K30 CMC #1 CS
FJEE T DMNs-NT, ' CS 5 PVP K30 4kt 14,
CMC N 4f. DMNs ¥ NT [ElE ki, B
s EMN S & RIBE N ORI, &
X E R MR ZE (primary dysmenorrhea, PD) %81, Hou
AR T — M T DMNs 03B i 28 R 4
(HAMNs-CIO@NCs). %Z& 4 LAAIH:H (cinnamon
oil, CIO) MMM KE G AT E IR B R
YK #E (CIO@NCs), Bt A 7RI i e B
SRR B R E I, AR T A W R . B
AR, ZRG] RER S CIO ME K BEESTE
PD B ACR - 45 b, BT BORTE M B mT
PRGN AEMRIHE. WO REEARARRN,
g B 2RSS, B R IRFE g 7).

MR R E , S AN R LE I R RT3
HURHIE P AZAEZE S, L4 B st 24 BT T I (1 G BB A5
HEAG RS, FERIEMTZEE. /g
W B AN R R RO R A KRS R U 45 45 7 T .
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AN ECRSY v 81 I A e S b e e 3 D 5
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DMNs 1ERFIEE b2 G, FIETH. F
i IR MRV E AP SEATS, TER 2PN RRYT
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KL RO AR WA S At n TR
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TORREAG o AT MORERE AR RS bRtk iE T K2
KRKETT T 3 AT RG0HE .
51 X<BERARMISIGKREELIEK

B, HARBZRSPHZHERMEA L
FEH1Z) DMNs S % O A f. 3X— PR i L 311 55
THZETT R RALERE R R AR
58 R G A N AL A NE K3 o 2 25 M e i 1 )
9, LA 2 2 B U RDERIE R 7oK . H BTAH DG 5T
LR TR EYERSY, XIS A R
(1) R GG 70 A 2 3, [F), T2 B T
R g, F5 & TR L (] 1A
B Z RGN, 5 FBRBAR BTN
SRR M) ZE R — RGN T R R A

FR, HlFES A R IR R A I 5 —
KRR T B A%, Ty A A TR B A
1M DMNs [ 55 LR AR 2546 v] gt — 2D ORI B [
FRRE MR . CER &S AR, R 1B
JE S A A I B Y AT RERE AV MR L S R S SR
PE R PR RE . H T 22 BOUE ST AT 15 B A A B Tk e G
M B, = KRGt se v KA it
FHA PSS, M LKA BOR R o

BEAh, il e T2 R P 5Ok — Sk [l JE R
PR SEHk AR . DMNs (45 M T fEET IR
ST 2 (AU A 3P, AN R RMAR R I
YRR 2 R AR X — S5 FR A B — e A
Hl A FEPE B A, TS MR 2 AT
VB, ATA 250 335 m] Besgma it s 8 i &5 28 |
PERE. THARH, HRAREACBUE M W2, ¥ H
S 2R TR R F it RO JRIR 2R 231, FE AL,
AFELMER, TEE % fiaEZRy K& EITN
Rt . PR, DMNSs 78 - Zj ik R I R AR
— MBI T ZARA R R, T2 M 2 s S5
TS R EEE REERR RS TR,
52 EM. tESIERERER

DMNss PRI PR %% A0 25 A BH ff 1) 3 R AE 42 A
R, HAT, B AN HR R T = i 1
MR ARANEIR R B TP B, At S AN R [
FHL X B B 1 R e g —, R R Ak
A E L, R NEEST S ECE AT RS
HPE. Rk, X2y DMNs 15, HIEE TR

SE (2l BEITSMERA AT M) A N VAN
1 R R A A Rt — D I .

PEikiE, £E FDA CRATHE RME = M7 4
Y5 R BRI ARTERE, JAH™ R 5
MHEAE T WS AR BN 7T, 2025 4F 9 H EH % B
RATHE 818 54 (AWl AR PRAJE 72 Al PR
AR B 2645 ) 100, SN B 22 B it 2R RN
Wi R IR T I B IR . %R BIEE 3 K <A
PRESHHR” € SO “PEH T NRAML, 737 /K-F
(2T F BRI T 7, NG R Tk 2465 24 R G
NARR M B HESRHR AL T VAR

X H 2 DMNs 1 5 » TR AR VERLEL R (1 AT 4
N, Grar e R 2 2 Ay 22 B AT AR TR T ARFAE
TR LT A T TR BRI ) R RPN R, RARK
FEAL TAEMCBEIA YT . W@ SIAT RGBS E. 5
FITERE VERRAT 9 S A N AN 25 AE 1 S5 JE VAN
fabn, A B THEZNZIE MG 5 hRiE A 7 )
R
53 KRERELZRAME

76N FHZ T, DMNs 1E A& G 5 R iR T8 5
WA AR R AR 2825 B S0 T 5
SERE NCRESTR . Hidr, fH5E Li SRR 3 2
oL-re 25 MEr ¥, £ PLGA O iizy
W, SNVER L-ARERIABMEGTE, 460
T 4o SEBLPE 7 B8 5 K0 BE sk, K RoBIE
PRRIRE T g5, RV BB R R Ein R
R AEE R KA Z5F &, MR R IR
AT EHRG AR PRI P & . TE506 SIS &
JiTH, BB 25 250 H S R R 5,
TEHEOR 5 rh 2 PUR BRI A A S, R IR
SRR 1 =) SRS HE IR IR SRS, AT RE AR SR
Jr AR AEH AN TR 20, AR, DMNs 1E544
K IEZFARO) R ATRHO3) S AT 2 U I R 404
ARG KR, N2k RS
REfb Rt 4%,

KM I I B 5 TR AR T = A T RE M BT
R R SR RGO L 5 E bR AR R
KA EN N B, S 2 R R RS
R AL SlE PR B B BOa it R 2is FvaTT
VIR T e N FFEEEN 77

RBAR AR ERRALEF B R
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