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Abstract: Objective To systematically define the composition and structural features of the AP2/ERF family in Oplopanax elatus
and to characterize its transcriptional responses to methyl jasmonate (MeJA). Methods Using bioinformatics tools such as HMM,
TBtools, and MAFFT to conduct genome-wide identification of AP2/ERF family members, phylogenetic inference, and analyses of
protein physicochemical properties, gene structures, and promoter cis-acting elements. /n vitro—cultured adventitious roots were treated
with 75 pmol/L MeJA for 0—12 h, followed by RNA-seq to profile time-resolved expression patterns of AP2/ERF genes. Results We
identified 167 AP2/ERF genes, classified into five subfamilies—ERF, DREB, AP2, RAV, and B3—distributed across 12 chromosomes.
Members exhibited broad variation in protein properties (amino acid length, 100—699 aa; molecular mass, 11 410—76 697; isoelectric
point, 4.45—11.22; instability index, 23.47—78.46; aliphatic index, 45.52—83.15; grand average of hydropathicity [GRAVY], —1.245
to —0.240). Promoter analysis revealed enrichment of cis-elements associated with light responsiveness, hormone signaling, and stress

regulation. RNA-seq showed that MeJA treatment markedly upregulated root-expressed genes encoding enzymes in the triterpenoid
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saponin pathway. Thirty-two OeAP2/ERF members were MeJA-inducible, among which OeAP2/ERF4, OeAP2/ERF48,
OeAP2/ERF131, and OeAP2/ERF 143 maintained high expression levels in roots. Conclusion This work delineates the composition

and structural characteristics of the AP2/ERF family in O. elatus and defines its time-resolved transcriptional responses to MeJA. Four
root-preferential, positively MeJA-responsive transcription factors (OeAP2/ERF4, OeAP2/ERF48, OeAP2/ERF131, and
OeAP2/ERF143) are prioritized as key candidates, providing a foundation for functional dissection of AP2/ERF-mediated regulation

of triterpenoid saponin biosynthesis and for subsequent metabolic engineering.
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Table 1 Physicochemical properties of proteins encoded by 167 AP2/ERF family genes in Oplopanax elatus

SEHID 95 WK B MR aa  MXT > TR A AREREC MR R BT SRORYE
OeAP2/ERF1 Oela01G00078 ERF 294 33 683.82 5.53 56.41 70.99 —0.696
OeAP2/ERF?2 Oela01G00302 ERF 229 25709.34 5.13 64.61 64.32 —0.666
OeAP2/ERF3 Oela01G00304 ERF 198 22 296.78 5.60 64.36 68.08 —-0.797
OeAP2/ERF4 Oela01G00306 ERF 124 13 851.61 8.95 66.97 72.5 —0.606
OeAP2/ERFS Oela01G00324 DREB 282 30 605.63 5.93 49.14 60.35 —-0.571
OeAP2/ERF6 Oela01G01482 DREB 217 24176.79 7.02 47.90 59.95 —-0.762
OeAP2/ERF7 Oela03G00076 ERF 316 35956.50 5.35 52.45 67.22 —0.720
OeAP2/ERF8 Oela03G00202 ERF 274 30 030.24 9.27 60.75 57.99 —0.620
OeAP2/ERF9 Oela03G00324 DREB 301 32 844.42 6.66 48.99 63.62 —0.639
OeAP2/ERFI10 Oela03G00350 ERF 187 21373.98 6.97 61.40 69.95 —0.790
OeAP2/ERF11 Oela03G00352 ERF 200 22 354.26 6.98 54.71 73.25 -0.616
OeAP2/ERFI12 Oela03G00359 ERF 189 21541.24 7.84 52.41 63.02 —0.657
OeAP2/ERFI13 Oela03G00365 ERF 221 24 847.66 5.40 72.01 69.77 —0.661
OeAP2/ERF14 Oela03G00366 ERF 201 22 694.49 6.12 57.13 71.89 —-0.610
OeAP2/ERFI15 Oela03G00451 DREB 181 20435.71 5.20 54.69 62.10 —0.765
OeAP2/ERF16 Oela03G01108 AP2 408 46 188.72 5.39 60.45 60.07 —0.861
OeAP2/ERF17 Oela03G01979 ERF 272 30 404.92 6.15 52.88 47.79 —0.788
OeAP2/ERF18 Oela05G00386 ERF 255 28 681.20 7.65 48.93 59.33 —0.634
OeAP2/ERF19 Oela05G01112 DREB 363 40 180.85 5.34 50.62 65.07 —-0.571
OeAP2/ERF20 Oela05G01444 AP2 637 70 552.98 6.27 62.75 57.33 —0.705
OeAP2/ERF21 Oela05G01556 DREB 136 15 507.36 9.59 63.43 61.03 —1.001
OeAP2/ERF22 Oela05G01798 ERF 199 22 181.82 6.96 66.59 60.90 —0.730
OeAP2/ERF23 0Oela05G01968 DREB 447 50 041.17 5.03 66.46 51.57 —0.844
OeAP2/ERF24 Oela05G02002 ERF 233 25 146.26 6.79 43.47 68.63 —0.405
OeAP2/ERF25 Oela05G02208 AP2 314 34 675.70 9.65 51.42 61.24 —-0.721
OeAP2/ERF26 Oela05G02220 DREB 342 38301.33 8.74 45.21 79.06 —0.468
OeAP2/ERF27 Oela05G02524 DREB 206 21 868.40 4.68 49.22 75.00 —0.240
OeAP2/ERF28 Oela05G02648 AP2 424 47 575.62 6.28 49.64 56.42 —0.666
OeAP2/ERF29 Oela05G02853 B3 352 40 590.40 5.45 32.40 70.60 —-0.570
OeAP2/ERF30 Oela05G02887 AP2 372 41 960.77 8.63 46.20 60.62 —0.764
OeAP2/ERF31 Oela05G02943 AP2 499 54 596.91 6.50 48.99 57.13 —0.624
OeAP2/ERF32 Oela05G03038 ERF 244 26 751.12 6.85 66.41 68.03 —0.482
OeAP2/ERF33 Oela05G03040 ERF 300 33 303.35 5.86 49.57 73.73 —0.547
OeAP2/ERF34 Oela05G03042 ERF 215 24 112.08 9.03 39.79 59.49 —-0.776
OeAP2/ERF35 Oela05G03124 DREB 235 25771.94 4.98 59.35 67.06 —0.426
OeAP2/ERF36 Oela05G03125 DREB 218 23 105.87 593 62.96 62.29 —-0.510
OeAP2/ERF37 Oela05G03204 ERF 378 42 895.01 4.91 50.93 63.73 —0.641
OeAP2/ERF38 Oela05G03309 DREB 315 35 860.26 5.02 42.25 68.44 —0.642
OeAP2/ERF39 Oela05G03450 ERF 227 24 640.76 9.92 52.10 72.78 -0.412
OeAP2/ERF40 Oela07G00081 ERF 333 38014.03 4.95 39.96 77.84 —0.639
OeAP2/ERF41 Oela07G00274 ERF 338 37 500.82 4.45 44.69 63.88 —-0.741
OeAP2/ERF42 Oela07G00402 ERF 366 40 948.62 4.89 51.58 70.38 —-0.810
OeAP2/ERF43 Oela07G00441 ERF 360 40329.93 4.92 52.51 69.94 —0.834
OeAP2/ERF44 Oela07G00860 ERF 252 27 898.12 5.50 52.55 60.83 —0.766
OeAP2/ERF45 Oela07G00922 ERF 340 37 816.30 5.07 51.73 53.12 —0.748
OeAP2/ERF46 Oela07G01192 ERF 146 16 609.26 6.18 61.68 52.88 —-1.121
OeAP2/ERF47 Oela07G01195 ERF 218 24 462.14 5.25 64.16 70.18 —0.647
OeAP2/ERF48 Oela07G01352 DREB 307 34 475.08 9.24 48.57 68.40 —0.735
OeAP2/ERF49 Oela07G01890 AP2 655 71 587.89 6.19 47.61 61.73 —0.658
OeAP2/ERF50 0Oela09G00668 ERF 388 41 937.09 6.34 59.29 54.05 —0.655
OeAP2/ERF51 0Oela09G00892 ERF 385 41 804.55 6.18 52.70 46.00 —0.746
OeAP2/ERF52 Oela09G01121 ERF 297 32 891.74 5.40 51.32 46.63 —0.795
OeAP2/ERF53 Oela09G01215 ERF 208 23 713.69 6.35 58.84 70.34 —0.789
OeAP2/ERF54 Oela09G01342 DREB 344 38 057.67 6.00 64.03 61.63 —0.528
OeAP2/ERF55 0Oela09G01460 DREB 225 24 763.60 5.57 66.52 59.91 —0.473
OeAP2/ERF56 0ela09G01745 AP2 417 47 551.23 9.39 61.67 62.04 —0.829
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FEHID T WHEE AAEREa HXITHE SHa PMRERE BEURE SPYSoKHE
OeAP2/ERF57  0ela09G01807 ERF 405 45 173.44 4.54 52.90 63.21 —-0.763
OeAP2/ERF58  0ela09G01985 ERF 251 28 159.76 9.83 47.09 53.63 —0.895
0OeAP2/ERF59  0ela09G02008 AP2 524 58 733.72 7.00 59.18 52.33 -0.917
0eAP2/ERF60  0Oela09G02083 AP2 674 74 608.30 6.42 47.72 52.30 —-0.796
OeAP2/ERF61  0ela09G02629 ERF 283 31 406.46 6.59 66.61 56.93 —-0.794
0OeAP2/ERF62  0Oela09G02658 AP2 361 40 727.19 8.92 56.70 56.59 —-0.894
OeAP2/ERF63  0ela09G02687 ERF 179 20310.70 6.66 47.13 61.68 —-0.764
OeAP2/ERF64  0ela09G02694 ERF 253 27 854.38 9.91 53.29 58.62 -0.591
OeAP2/ERF65  0ela09G02731 ERF 210 22 857.79 9.32 65.90 70.62 —-0.634
0OeAP2/ERF66  0ela09G02795 DREB 207 22 537.31 6.08 59.05 68.94 —-0.456
0OeAP2/ERF67  0ela09G02917 ERF 384 42 825.38 5.19 34.47 57.42 -0.734
OeAP2/ERF68  Oelal1G00910 ERF 376 40 524.29 9.27 66.71 45.53 -0.674
0OeAP2/ERF69  Oelal1G01156 DREB 347 38 560.13 5.31 62.92 67.52 —-0.557
0OeAP2/ERF70  Oelal1G01217 AP2 530 58 665.85 7.04 5242 63.92 -0.675
OeAP2/ERF71  Oelal1G01300 ERF 209 23 670.13 5.03 57.67 66.75 -0.975
OeAP2/ERF72  Oelal1G01301 ERF 210 24 047.61 4.97 62.30 68.71 —-0.833
OeAP2/ERF73  Oelal1G01302 ERF 182 20 881.87 5.09 68.26 54.18 -0.959
OeAP2/ERF74  Oelal1G01304 ERF 210 24 047.61 4.97 62.30 68.71 —-0.833
OeAP2/ERF75  Oelal1G01305 ERF 182 20911.89 5.10 69.19 53.63 -0.973
OeAP2/ERF76  Oelal1G01646 AP2 379 43 086.25 8.75 58.77 68.73 —-0.683
0eAP2/ERF77  Oelal1G01888 AP2 425 47 670.69 9.16 45.94 53.53 —-0.874
OeAP2/ERF78 Oelal1G01890 DREB 144 16 269.44 9.12 23.47 72.57 —0.815
0OeAP2/ERF79  Oelal1G01969 AP2 643 70971.44 6.37 4721 58.41 -0.709
OeAP2/ERF80  Oelal1G02513 ERF 278 31286.36 6.55 65.44 55.50 —-0.903
OeAP2/ERF81  Oelal1G02547 AP2 344 38 730.84 7.68 49.07 61.57 -0.722
OeAP2/ERF82  Oelal1G02578 ERF 221 24 973.06 8.62 52.73 62.76 —-0.697
OeAP2/ERF83  Oelal1G02627 ERF 190 20994.81 9.16 60.48 79.68 —-0.495
OeAP2/ERF84  Oelal1G02713 DREB 204 22 622.28 6.52 56.10 67.50 -0.575
OeAP2/ERF85  Oelal1G02804 AP2 513 57 865.86 6.50 49.77 55.17 —0.896
OeAP2/ERF86  Oelal1G02838 ERF 383 42 498.06 4.85 33.10 56.08 —-0.682
OeAP2/ERF87  Oelal4G00058 ERF 216 23510.29 8.88 56.23 5745 —-0.655
OeAP2/ERF88  Oelal4G00558 ERF 228 24910.01 8.63 44.50 74.43 -0.478
OeAP2/ERF89  0Oelal4G00584 DREB 432 48 857.78 5.54 56.77 49.93 -0.829
0OeAP2/ERF90  Oelal4G00706 ERF 199 22 112.78 8.70 60.40 55.03 —-0.765
OeAP2/ERF91  Oelal4G00782 ERF 304 34 125.33 6.02 51.69 73.19 -0.575
OeAP2/ERF92  Oelal4G00867 AP2 546 59 110.61 7.31 42.94 51.70 —-0.694
OeAP2/ERF93  Oelal4G01071 ERF 189 20791.27 8.46 62.56 74.29 —-0.546
OeAP2/ERF94 Oelal4G01203 AP2 444 49 835.93 6.11 55.22 51.69 —0.771
OeAP2/ERF95  Oelal4G01668 AP2 446 49 259.34 8.78 47.36 61.55 —-0.688
OeAP2/ERF96  Oelal4G01676 DREB 285 32 166.80 5.93 42.24 64.77 —-0.807
OeAP2/ERF97 Oelal4G01840 ERF 411 46 045.43 4.95 56.48 67.64 —0.565
0OeAP2/ERF98  Oelal4G01957 DREB 289 30787.34 4.93 61.60 59.62 —-0.543
OeAP2/ERF99 Oelal4G01958 DREB 222 24 483.38 5.45 59.15 56.44 —0.566
OeAP2/ERFI100 Oelal4G02184 ERF 227 24 423.31 9.24 56.59 62.47 —0.521
OeAP2/ERF101  Oelal4G02380 DREB 151 17 091.97 8.93 58.03 58.34 —0.989
OeAP2/ERF102 Oelal4G02511 AP2 543 60 713.25 6.75 58.41 60.24 —0.760
OeAP2/ERF103  Oelal4G03022 ERF 377 41 635.63 4.58 48.07 70.69 —0.628
OeAP2/ERF104 Oelal4G03043 RAV 357 39 775.85 9.13 37.18 68.26 —0.572
OeAP2/ERF105 Oelal4G03338 ERF 438 47 745.87 6.30 78.46 53.95 —0.648
0eAP2/ERFI106 Oelal5G00117 ERF 443 48 313.38 6.60 75.22 49.84 —-0.686
OeAP2/ERF107  Oelal5G00382 RAV 357 39702.74 9.24 33.76 64.73 —0.599
OeAP2/ERF108  Qelal5G00402 ERF 381 42 180.34 4.53 47.52 71.94 -0.613
OeAP2/ERF109  OQelal5G00565 DREB 216 24 282.73 6.52 40.47 51.99 -0.910
OeAP2/ERFI110  Oelal5G00806 ERF 244 27 493.05 7.69 38.76 66.35 —0.712
OeAP2/ERFI111  Oelal5G00864 ERF 334 36 765.68 5.62 63.49 59.13 —0.537
OeAP2/ERF112  Qelal5G00983 DREB 100 11410.16 9.99 27.12 72.3 —-0.643
OeAP2/ERF113  Qelal5G01093 ERF 128 14 538.19 6.76 49.62 60.31 —-0.983
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FHID hi's WHEE AR MXHTHE Fha PMRER ERE STPHSKE
OeAP2/ERFI114  Qelal5G01094 ERF 223 25103.95 5.41 58.97 69.60 -0.674
0OeAP2/ERFI115 Qelal5G01240 DREB 373 42 051.28 8.19 49.81 66.97 —-0.680
OeAP2/ERFI116  OQelal5G01440 AP2 258 29253.87 9.40 27.74 45.52 —1.245
OeAP2/ERF117  Qelal5G01583 AP2 699 76 697.00 6.18 45.15 59.10 -0.732
OeAP2/ERF118  Qelal5G01658 ERF 213 23 801.26 4.56 73.66 73.24 -0.614
OeAP2/ERF119  Qelal5G01999 ERF 265 29918.14 5.36 40.88 55.62 -0.774
OeAP2/ERFI120  Oelal5G02104 AP2 544 60 282.26 5.94 49.42 60.97 -0.719
OeAP2/ERFI121  Qelal8G00051 ERF 258 28 922.32 7.67 30.86 59.03 —0.683
OeAP2/ERFI122  Qelal8G00163 AP2 546 60 537.49 6.11 47.94 59.18 -0.728
OeAP2/ERFI123  Qelal8G00175 ERF 116 13 073.08 10.18 4498 72.41 —-0.828
OeAP2/ERFI124  Qelal8G00585 ERF 193 22222.90 4.72 70.42 75.80 -0.532
OeAP2/ERFI125 Oelal8G00643 AP2 651 71 940.61 5.84 45.74 57.17 -0.769
OeAP2/ERFI126  Qelal8G01004 DREB 368 41756.28 8.55 52.56 71.60 -0.591
OeAP2/ERF127  Qelal8G01138 ERF 220 24 646.49 5.75 56.33 70.95 -0.705
OeAP2/ERF128  Qelal8G01139 ERF 136 15 474.96 4.85 62.75 58.16 —-0.968
OeAP2/ERFI129  OQelal8G01140 ERF 143 15 956.60 5.69 51.79 55.38 —0.908
OeAP2/ERFI130  Qelal8G01370 ERF 336 37 151.86 4.84 56.51 57.29 —-0.584
OeAP2/ERF131  Oelal8G01428 ERF 245 27502.87 5.65 39.71 63.76 —0.759
OeAP2/ERF132 Oelal8G01844 ERF 276 30997.68 8.48 41.34 54.49 -0.717
OeAP2/ERF133  Qelal8G01927 DREB 252 27 613.78 5.82 41.86 63.10 —-0.700
OeAP2/ERF134  Qelal9G00105 ERF 280 31 199.83 8.13 51.91 58.61 -0.619
OeAP2/ERF135 0Qelal9G00237 DREB 299 33 301.55 8.72 54.14 70.80 -0.564
OeAP2/ERF136  Qelal9G00277 ERF 347 38 229.71 6.67 60.53 73.92 -0.494
OeAP2/ERF137  Qelal9G00375 DREB 172 18 573.89 5.80 55.35 62.62 -0.421
OeAP2/ERF138 OQelal9G00468 ERF 217 24 419.38 5.84 66.34 65.16 -0.557
0OeAP2/ERF139  Oelal9G00469 ERF 223 24706.72 6.44 71.33 67.85 -0.592
OeAP2/ERF140  Qelal9G00839 ERF 226 24 132.04 9.73 57.49 69.12 —-0.395
OeAP2/ERF141  OQelal9G01395 DREB 234 25 639.59 5.70 50.93 69.23 —-0.489
OeAP2/ERFI142  Qelal9G01543 ERF 204 22 530.45 8.44 58.88 73.68 —-0.544
OeAP2/ERFI143  Qelal9G01632 ERF 166 19 094.85 8.96 54.29 73.55 -0.589
OeAP2/ERF144  Qela22G00183 ERF 223 25 008.82 5.32 55.31 68.70 -0.632
OeAP2/ERF145  Qela22G00505 ERF 184 20 674.83 10.37 72.63 62.17 -0.597
OeAP2/ERF146  Qela22G00786 ERF 433 46 407.69 6.30 47.97 69.45 -0.506
OeAP2/ERF147  0ela22G00820 AP2 455 49 997.27 9.02 56.61 52.99 -0.755
OeAP2/ERF148 0ela22G01012 DREB 237 26 529.72 5.13 49.80 64.30 —0.608
OeAP2/ERF149  0Qela22G01759 ERF 234 25707.58 5.66 58.71 68.93 -0.489
OeAP2/ERF150 Oela22G02277 DREB 259 28 013.01 5.03 57.27 65.56 —0.447
OeAP2/ERF151 0ela24G00092 DREB 147 16 500.82 9.17 32.45 69.05 —0.569
0OeAP2/ERF152  0Qela24G00118 DREB 298 33201.90 6.46 5245 73.36 -0.615
OeAP2/ERF153  Qela24G00137 ERF 337 37176.26 4.98 42.85 64.24 -0.552
OeAP2/ERF154 0Oela24G00156 ERF 294 33177.05 5.64 57.73 68.74 —0.651
OeAP2/ERF155 0ela24G00163 DREB 249 27289.14 5.82 52.00 63.61 —0.672
0OeAP2/ERF156  Oela24G00353 AP2 216 24191.32 6.65 61.21 83.15 —-0.404
OeAP2/ERF157  0Oela24G00471 ERF 166 18 208.69 11.22 56.91 68.37 —0.509
OeAP2/ERF158 0Oela24G00524 ERF 183 20 175.48 8.89 41.80 63.06 —0.720
0OeAP2/ERF159  Oela24G00548 ERF 227 24 54424 8.95 45.60 63.26 —-0.586
0OeAP2/ERFI160  Oela24G00549 ERF 160 17 453.74 9.90 62.21 70.19 -0.502
OeAP2/ERF161  Oela24G01566 AP2 499 55375.67 6.62 56.28 66.67 —0.629
OeAP2/ERF162  Oela24G01573 AP2 445 49 395.96 8.11 54.86 67.51 —0.678
OeAP2/ERF163  0ela24G01859 DREB 318 34 394.71 9.38 47.77 51.01 -0.721
OeAP2/ERF164 Oela24G01875 DREB 337 37 187.34 5.51 34.24 66.56 —0.803
OeAP2/ERF165 0Oela24G01937 DREB 216 23 698.83 5.06 47.71 46.57 —0.735
OeAP2/ERF166  Qela24G02109 DREB 244 26 464.22 5.20 55.75 59.67 -0.573
OeAP2/ERF167  Qela24G02351 DREB 439 49 531.52 4.82 58.46 76.38 —-0.551
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Fig.3 Analysis of gene structure and domain of OeAP2/ERFs
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Table 2 Analysis of cis-acting elements in promoters of OeAP2/ERFs
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