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Abstract: Objective In this study, data mining of ancient and modern prescriptions containing Dahuang (Rhei Radix et Rhizoma)-
Huanglian (Coptidis Rhizoma) was carried out to sort out the drug law of “the benefit of receiving bitter and cold, without the disadvantage
of bitter and cold”. Methods The traditional Chinese medicine prescriptions containing Rhei Radix et Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma pairs
were collected from the Dictionary of Traditional Chinese Medicine Prescriptions by Python script, and the database of Rhei Radix et
Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma compatible prescriptions was constructed. IBM SPSS Modeler 18.0 software was used to analyze the
association rules between prescription indications and dosage, ratio, usage and dosage form. Results A total of 1 044 prescriptions of Rhei
Radix et Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma were included, among which pill, powder and decoction were the core dosage forms of them. Direct
use (68.30%) was preferred for the combination of the two, and processing accounted for a relatively low proportion. More than half
(50.17%) of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma were proportioned 1 : 1, of which “1 liang : 1 liang” was the most common. The

combination of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma with “the benefit of receiving bitter and cold, without the disadvantage of bitter
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and cold” mainly reflected the same or similar ratio of the two. In “1 : 5—>5 : 1” dose range, the combination of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma-

Coptidis Rhizoma could reduce the “bitter and cold”, enhanced the “clearing heat and draining fire”, “cooling blood and detoxification”

“stopping vomiting and diarrhea” and other effects. It was strongly related to diseases such as sore, liver fire, dampness-heat of large

intestine, etc. Conclusion The combination of Rhei Radix et Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma, which has the benefits of bitter and cold without

the drawbacks, was closely related to the proportion, dosage form, dosage and usage. In clinical medication, the formula of Rhei Radix et

Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma should be adjusted according to different indications of patients.

Key words: Rhei Radix et Rhizoma-Coptidis Rhizoma; bitter and cold; compatibility regularity; medication patterns; data mining
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