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Abstract: Gancao (Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma) is a widely used tonic in traditional Chinese medicine, which exerts the effects of
nourishing the spleen and benefiting the gi, clearing heat and detoxifying, and harmonizing various medicines. Its antidepressant effects
have gained increasing attention in recent years. In this study, we reviewed the active ingredients, the molecular mechanism and clinical
application of this herb. The results showed that flavonoids and triterpenoids exhibit antidepressant effects. Their main antidepressant
mechanisms involve the regulation of neurotransmitters, antioxidative stress, anti-inflammatory, and “microbiological-gut-brain axis”.
This review further reveals the antidepressant mechanisms of active ingredients in Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma, which can provide
suggestions for its utilization.
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iz, BRSO H BRI ANAITAGIE, 6K 2
. G 5 T B 2596 T AR E FH 24 R AT A
45, RIH BAE BRZGE A DL 78% it HLAT 5
261, X S RLAE U AR B B A . A
FERRERH BV M oy B UM AT L], S H B4
Y RILZ T — 2 RA IR R A LS 5T
%%,
1 HERIEEMR S

H RS REYH 5 Glyeyrrhiza uralensis
Fisch.. ik B H ¥ G. inflata Bat. BOG R H 5L G. glabra
L. BFERRAARZE, AR, W, 1,
HE Dl EAE A TR .
FERAAAME R A R IER . ol ISR
WHREZ 2 D%, HHTMERE. =), 0. <
B R DB AR H B R E Y B A
RZ, 5 300 ZREEESE. 20 Z2Fh =i, DIK
ZHEAE. Wk, AEREE. HERR. FERVEAY
YRR, XAV RV 2 B MERATER,
LRGP 8 RE VIO, T H AR I =
% 288 DA K 2 BB S AE HUAIAR 7 Th 2R 30 HH
11 EfF

B Gz 48 2 DORFNEE 3 AR E A
HIERM R — R G, R RA Ce-Cs-Co it
=R EHEFR . PEikiE, s O NHF
Y SE RIS, S ERSAN A HEH 2R L) 300
ZMEERNEY, ENREEEL. ik, i
S PUEE . HER DA B T R OO, 1 B
K HER, RHER, HREEM R IR EEE
PERC PUATARIE T 2, o BT AR S 5 -
B R A 225 FR K F- (brain-derived neurotrophic
factor, BDNF). Toll #:521%& 4 (Toll-like receptor 4,
TLR4) {5 5. %K F-«B (nuclear factor kappa-
B, NF-«B) f55i@H#. NOD 32k R A 4515
9% & H 3 (NOD-like receptor thermal protein
domain associated protein 3, NLRP3) #E/MATELL
1 % DL N G FR e 5 . B FTR A AR Y
T E R M A A B M IR R I B C chronic
unpredictable mild stress, CUMS). 124 5 48 W 3%
(chronic restraint stress, CRS). 8- 2 PRI B3
(chronic social defeated stress, CSDS) LANZj#Ifg
Z i (lipopolysaccharide, LPS). A& & (glutamate,
GLU) A7 )i EH (corticosterone, CORT) 4515511
PR TR AR . HAR AR 1.

1.2 =5

SRR 6 AR T A SR A T A
R =R P £ 2R B E IR, 2L
R VURA =i AT PR =ik, HAHiR. R, PUR
BESEE IR b ) H RN H B R R A
WAL , PUIARAE s 2 JosnE B R H Bl
(high mobility group box-1 protein, HMGB1). KR
W2 #4% (kynurenine pathway, KP) 1 TLR4 155
TS . 18B-H FLIRER (18p-glycyrrhetinic acid, 18p-
GA) 2 HHIRAEAA N S, 2 H Gtk
I, WU B B P RCR ),
ER R PR M EEEDIsefER, 2
TR H IR R T IR e =, W TR
BN s a8 R IaTTRe, ik
ERAA BT T AT DARAR 2R K, AT
W SO A FR 3 B REAR 27 =i SRR o3 TR R
I PRAMARAE 222 | LA & CUMS. CRS.CSDS. LPS.
R 6-F25: 2 M ER Eh  (6-hydroxydopamine
hydrochloride, 6-OHDA) %55 S (4R 157 .
HARNE 2,
1.3 ZHEA

Z W% (polysaccharides) #& HH 2~ 731K
BEETCRG TZARE T RE A ) 55 R IR 7 1)
R RE YIRS T H 2R b R
e FUNE S B AEHE L AR AR 5 s o AL B0
HEZHEA Z M YIS, el Sy,
PUMRE . PUB . DL, HETH R 2 P E
EaAZ, TERETHEZHEERRL. W
A8 P RN T R BT T, B H B LR BT
71o Qiao FEWIHIFFT A I H 5L 22 I 9 XS i 18 T
e, RIS 1T F B2 B AR TR B R o A0 JZ BE AT
BEE B, JREE ME TNF-o. IL-1p. IL-6 fil
58 L (diamine oxidase, DAO) 7KF-#{k. Song
SRS ILARAR NS 70 7 o1 B ) H 5 20 e 0 00 3A
Tt % (cyclophosphamide) 755 HIRg AL E 515, 18
Yy CD4'T wEdprEcE, EHAgRMR 4
(interleukin4, IL-4). F4HEN2 2 (interleukin 2,
IL-2) SR 7ok b S e fd], i H 2 0
F& AR AR B G 2 15 53 ARG 9T i 38 280 1k 5 T
RIRZY) . Du SFWUR I 5 2 B AR AR N AP SEEG v
XTItz P4S0 TGS A B R HNHIER, B
R E 321K GluN2A H1 GluN2B WAL Rk, 2
ANHEZHERAIRIT A RGP EIER .
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Table 1 Flavonoids and antidepressant mechanisms
o LS %Y TR AR TR Sk
HEZ 75~15mg kg ig  CUMS ZUHIR /M GCt: SOD. CAT}; MDA|: 5 i PISK/AKT/MTOR 155 i 11
HT 1 NE? B3 HPA Hizhg
75~15mg kgt ig  LPSEHMIE/NR IL-6. TNF-o); BDNF. TrkBt  id7 BDNF/TrkB 55, B R 12
o BT
01~100pmol &1 ¥55F GLU#MH HT22 40/ M| WA, MRBUd A ], s N SR, miedhifs 13
SURT & A Bel-21 Bt
RHEZR 4mg kgt ip  LPSHH/R HDAC| BTSRRI 4 14
EALKAMY
HEA 20~40mg kgt ig  CUMS BN MDA| ; IL-18 . IL-1B) ; 40 NLRP3 &M/ MEAFM%MHE 15
NLRP3} S
10mg kgt [Vt N T4 7 5 BDNF 1 Bel-21; Bax  #IBIMA AT, dEMARMT 16
HHRIE| ot
10~20mgkg™ ig  ABKLETENR WHETER] EERIEE  URmEmWsS0, (Gl Thirmreg 17
20mg kg po  LPSEHIH/NR BOR R FGF-21 TERANMIE T /MR 18
10~40mgkg? ig  CUMSEIH KR SOD?; MDA| it B S 4 fk 19
SHE 10~30mg kg™  po  CSDS. LPSHUHS/ME  Caspase-1 K ); M IL-1p.  MHIMIRNA-27a/SYKINFBIEINT 20
IL-6. TNF-0) ¥ NLRP3 ZU RS - Seflm ity
01~20pmol L1 ¥ CORT#Hif PCI24Uffl  SOD. CAT{: ROS. MDA|;  MIREALRNE, BbEhi kil pal
Caspase-3; #Mfa% C|
25~50mg kg™ Ki%F LPS#iff Caco-24Ifl  TLR4. HMGBL| %) Caspase-3HMGBL/TLR4 ik 22
it 96 5 S
HERELEE 10~30mgkg™  ig  CUMS EUIAMR BDNF. TrkB. CREB|; PSD- BDNF-TrkBjEH; 2fil/as2 k> 23

9. GIuR1|

“4" FR LT,

“1” BT, TR GC-HERTEZE; MDA-H _; SOD-HAMYEALE; CAT-IAMNER; S-HT-5-FE; NE-ZF

B ERRER: PI3K-BEARTLULEE 3 WiiE: AKT-Z S B; mTOR-AZ YR INE RILE A HPA- T k-5 LI IL-6-F 40l /1 2-6; TNF-
o-ARRFER T-o; TrkB-FX R RIS B Bel-2- B k40 -2; HDAC-4HR A% 2 bEE; IL-18-F41AN2-18; IL-1B-F 41/ -1p; Bax-
B kIR -2 M X & Th17-50BE T 4008 17; Treg- AT T 40f0; FGF-2-RF4edinA: KN F-2; SYK-MEEZ FRIAE; Caspase-¥F-
AR A ; CREB-IABEAR I NGS5 A8 PSD-95-SflE % E A 95; GuRI-BERZM 1.

“1”represents increase, “|’represents decrease, same as blow; GC-glucocorticoid; MDA-malondialdehyde; SOD-superoxide dismutase; CAT-catalase;

5-HT-5-hydroxy tryptamine; NE-noradrenaline; PI3K- phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase; AKT- protein kinase B; mTOR- mammalian target of rapamycin;

HPA-hypothalamic—pituitary—adrenal; IL-6-interleukin-6; TNF-a-tumor necrosis factor-a; TrkB-tyrosine receptor kinase B; Bcl-2- B-cell lymphoma-
2; HDAC-histone deacetylase; IL-18- interleukin-18; IL-1p- interleukin-1B; Bax- B-cell lymphoma-2 associated X protein; Th17-T helper cell 17;

Treg-regulatory T cell; FGF-2- fibroblast growth factor-2; SYK-Spleen Tyrosine Kinase; Caspase-cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase; CREB-cAMP-

response element binding protein; PSD-95-postsynaptic density protein-95; GluR1-glutamate receptor 1.

2 HEHHNHIHLF
2.1 FATHMEER

B P 22 336 S AR 15 A IR 2 2 S (R A
HIRE R AL, BRSNS & B BTN 5-
HT. NE fZ£ EJ% (dopamine, DA) %55 a7
DI, XL RAZ R, A FEEAR S,
A AL (monoamine oxidase, MAO) A DA
PR RPN AN 5-HT NE A1 DA BARH, W5
RO H B R PLSEGERS] MAO JE P, AT sk

/b 2% B REM A TOIR AN DS A PR, IX U B S
FERAEIRYTHIARLE T TR ) BRI 740, Yu SR
S H B AT DU PG s P, B2 5-HT 7K,
TR A A e 28 A 2R 15 i FPARRA T A o
BEEIMREI AR, =R T4 & Rl
(B FRH 5-HT. NE /KFHIZPABOE G . AR
2 S R IB T S R 481, PR T T A Fh L
Ky BN FIZ ERRIS . 7, = w1 i v 1)
REBR e 28 08 I R T L BER AR Cacetylcholine,
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Table 2 Triterpenoids and antidepressant mechanisms

L% fil&E %Y R HER fEFIbL Sk
HE®R  20mg kg™ ip CUMSHMA/NR  TNF-al; HMGBL| IH HMGBL %, WiEME 28
20mg kgt ip CUMSEifil/MR FREERE IDO. KMO. KYNU| Wl HMGBL, /> KPJdsE 29

4~100mg kgt ip CRS BUE IR/
Per2t
0.1~1mmol L1 ¥t

SH-SY5Y #if5

6-OHDA/CORT Bt #fiffuifhi/i1: 4MIIAT:); CREB. BDNF{

MAREAT AW GLTLY: JEM Perl Al {RHEAIAIM K EEMKAAM 30

AR ARG
HPA i | HEM X &R 31
LC3B Al Beclin-11

0.05% po  PSNLRIMAVNR  HHEIEEAT Al BelE HMGBL &, Wb MREE 32
il kR
20mg kgt ip LPS 3/ & MAEEAT Jyi b FEAIC HMGBL ¥ 1t 3
HEKER 1~8umol Lt ¥ FIMFEIMH DA Wl A i | 5-HT Al JR 3 | 34
20 umol 4. B3 HepG2 M Caco2 41 4HfR (s % PAS0T Wi X % ikg s 35
18p- H % 10~50mg kgt g CUMSEBUMARREL  KAEMRT|: HPAHDNAE]: A& B LR BDNFTIKB AR(E Stk 36
L AED A 5-HT 1 NE?;
10~20mg kgt ip CSDS EIs /MR ERK?: CREB?; BDNF? WOERIAI B BDNF #3537

10mg kg*
HER 4 3X150mgd?  po

ip  CSDS &K/

Tl MIRAEX KA RO
AHRAE DU /R BV B /s IL-1B, TNF- BRI AE R 1K F 27
o, IFN-y]

PR ARRR AR e 38

IDO-M5| It 2,3-XUMSAHE: KMO-RIREMR 3-H AR KYNU-RREIREE:; GLTI-REIRIEISHE 15 Perl-BRCIHEN 1; Per2-BRTIEE
F12; LC3B-RUEAIRE A 1 425k 3B; PSNL-AAE LT 454U AR ERK-ZAU AN T MBS TFN-y-y-F K.
IDO-indoleamine-2,3-dioxygenase; KMO-kynurenine 3-monooxygenase; KYNU-kynureninase: GLT1-glutamate transporter 1; Perl-Period circadian

clock 1; Per2-Period circadian clock 2; LC3B- Microtubule-associated protein 1 light chain 3B ; PSNL-partial sciatic nerve ligation; ERK-extracellular

signal-regulated kinase; IFN-y-interferon-y.

ACh) R IANENZ, ZMETCHISRR SR
WA B RG FARRENAT . 177 5 ik ) B 75 28 R MR B2 38 vy
i, N-F3E-D-RAZFR (N-methyl-D-aspartic acid
receptor, NMDA) SRS 1] S EE 1247, K&
FREETOINRESZ A, Xt HVARYE Y 2 J5 Rl 2 — 000,
Miyazaki SFPUBFFE R H A HEN A 7T LA L%
JEAREERE (acetylcholinesterase, AChE) #Ifil5), f#K
2 5t ACh FIZKP- T, 1KV T DASGE AT
ARAE B INAIRE /. Lin 520 R BT H S 2 0 g
S ZE A5 ¥ C (protein kinase C, PKC) {5518
B, kDI R PR RS S BRITREIN,  RAEPH R
PHYER . B, HARBEESE R ART DASE i R ik )
PR b LS S RS, I BAE TS IR BAE A 2 AR
REANZR eI i A 7 1, R H B A H A e
R MEA BT XEGE A B — P TT
RIBITH LA 254 o
22 MEMNREH

BRARNE 4 M e B 1 EoRUE, AR RR Ik
AR ATP IR A EMESA H 2 (reactive
oxygen species, ROS) /=4 ; MZbifA T REfRNG

i, ROS &l EAER, SEAMENE. W, 5L
DL S RE T H BT, Bkl 2 uEHE R B, AR
FAER) ROS &M Jua AR 4 51 R ANARIE 1) 55k
FRPER4, Sadek ZFBSIREFT K I CUMS 55 (4T K
BRI ] U I SR S R B S A MDA 7K 52
# bJt, FEREREE Bt H K (glutathione, GSH)
A1 SOD J/b, FIFH 300 mg/kg & H FHIY ig
VBT 5 AT DA 25 o5 S B S5 i A - Chen 250500
R I B B DR AR DG SRR HT22 4t
H1 ROS 7KF, B G 2 A SR RaE, 2 E)
AR YER . fEFARF T, Liv S HE
H ig CUMS 5 5 BRI BRUBLRY f DU g 5 o
AU bR EY) SOD iR TERE N, MDA & &I,

GRIREA NI, TN RPTEAEE ). H R R
B 1] LL¥F Ho00 AT ) PC12 4R AL BRI B 2
X HEZH LA 24 B K7, S s R R AR 88
SRR M) HT22 41 S Ak S 3ok 2 - 37 18
A, HEARACH LR (butein) FHLH H S H &
R SRA ORI, R, AP AN FLES R B H AR
BV, el 2 H B s R DR R A3 et A R B AR AL
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HWOKF, MM/ ROS. MDA 2RS4 247,
RAETANARIT 2
23 MAETTAT

AT R —M A MRS T, A
YUt R . IR ZL . A e A T MR R T
R R, MR TCIR T S VR 2 A0 4 R A0 () 2 A
P BRARFAEISO o A7 28 ) 451600 o B H B B 6 CUMS
PRI K RS ZRY (R AR REAT N B RAFIYT 2%, W LA
/D RO T g Dy 2 T AR R . £ 75 =550
RO FEAF AT ME SR TR T Bel-2 ERAKIE L
W, (EERTIRF Bax Rk FRE, AT EGE K B
ARFEAT N H A FE B FiALHE PC12 40 ] o 2
F% Ho0: FSHGIME TS, Rt A T 9
T-AHREE A Caspase-3 HIZK-FP7, SFHE R AL
A LRI K R D 5 2 40 R RS 5 1 S il Th R
fafs, RIUNZRMEE. PSD-95. BDNF /K P45t
A EE LF, webgsetits, Moz iAmn )
el AR 3 SR I B R 2 A 4 AR 2 A
BT 22 5, AHR H BRI B PR R TE B R
F DA 2 TC R TR PR R I BN — B 45 R
TX 150 A 2 KL A 52 450 RN S AN R I fi A TR P
P T IBA2 AT RE AR 51 RSHAREE FIAZ OO, T B 2
A R ) AR 1 H R AL S B R BETE 2 AN
AT TATT -

24 K

RIER TR —REARRIER, Reszuign i)
REF/NY T B A, B RTHE IR 2 I A 0E IR 72 TL-
6+ IL-1B+ TNF-o FIF4t% C(interferon) (021, H¥&
{1 2% b 1 i 43 PT DA T FAEAE FRoR R b ] 8 o R
TP RIEDINER TR /1N Jo7 40 e R 2 TR i 24
PRLPRT IS A 2 K 2E B bR M U, Yu SE SRR 7
PUH R E AT 2 P LPS b EE 5 /N R /N i
JR A A SE T TNF-a. IL-1p A1 IL-6 [{17KF.
Choi S04 T H 5 [ B e S e my LA 1) i 453 £
NI R AEM I B0E, RIEMAERER .. |
FEHEE A tftiEiE BDNF-TrkB i# # ¥ 5m 0 507G
Bl), IR XS /N TR A0S e, T
RENS LR MR AN 22 A HE 05,

BAR H HT ¢ T FR A 48 98 5 A E O R
L, IR 5 R B4 9808 R -4 7] LLd
Tob A AEK: I A 57 o 368 375 P 38 S AT A KT A8 i 114 5 Je
PEI66-6T] HiF i 2% B HAICAE £ 3 1M 37 HH A 2 2 4 M A
TR IR A AR T R AL Y 2 S o), h sk

B9 77101, Harald 08V B H FEARSE U (1) H B2
REREFHWT TLRA KIEPLR R, IR HIZ T D)
A, H I H BR T e ad ik 52 v i i R K
53 6 B MR R FE DU AR A F

Ak, NLRP3 58 i /MAAE Jy i BT 1) B 28 45 2K
&, ORBOIESEAE PR 2 P rh R 4% B AR 0,
FIH BRI 5 H A B B #/2& NLRP3 R %E/)
PR EAREIR, ATE T LSRR R 90 (heat
shock proteins, HSP90) 454 40| ATP B 14,
B A NLRP3 SERE/MABGETY;  f538 ] LLE#2
S FLYINE NEKT B 454, M 5 NLRP3
Z B AR ELAE R, DT A ] 9 RE /A4 (R B0 U1
HMGBI1 &—FhIEdHE ROk 5E N, ARk
BRI G, 2l RRREVERIR N, 4k 3
FAMERE I KAV, £ CUMS 55155 S I HIARE AR
A, HMGB1 #0570 H 2% AT LLd i 98/ TNF-a.
IL-1P 55 29 R 72 A2, 4] /0N e o 248 PR R s, 2
HEANACREAT 92820, PRl utl,  H o SR — s v
PERS A G R R A B A RIER, Hh DL R
AR ) = 8 R A3 RS HE P & AE 1 5 s B R
TLR4. HMGB1 588 f0E 1, AT A R AR 2E A
TP RIETHARRR -

2.5 T “REYD-BA-RNdh”

VAR TR, o B R 1 25 L S5 AR E 2
YIFHG . A IRe B . Wb, g%
SR AR 5 R 3R AT RN Ty R RN FIAR G AR (1) I 4%
T AR i, ] il I 20 2 T i T A A T 65 R R 22
PEU3-741, 3 Fh X ] YT A IEE R FR A “ T -1-
i (microbiota-gut-brain, MGB) #fi”, HHH)ZFh
4y AT DAE I A i A T AL s DA R B A i b
ANPIEEYE, P MGB B, A SGEADIRE .

WEFEZR I, AAICAE 6 il A o S EE B 1)
(Firmicutes) S5#4T [ (Bacteroidetes) = LAl
(F/B) BT IEH N B2 TR, e H Bt
HE X —I R, R R R I7IE N JERERE ]
F B AT T RS, B{ERERENZE, &
e PR SR BE TR ) 2 B2t 2 S EORE R e i 55 A
RUREREAE 100, AR FTUESE 2 B8 PR FE 2 F/B
EARRT IR N R0, o 61X — Lt
FIAR T 6 2 G A A RE i RS SRR PR X
o MEAR RN, WL RIH 2 254X
Al LATF R N IE N F/B ME, 1 BB S 3
JEBE B 1] v 5 4 Joid 428 o R 2D 98RE e AT 5K Y
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R AE R B, R 5 IS PR AR A 5 A O T R
&, SRR H 2 W s R B ) i T A A AT
WREHIPLIEL -

TEE 5 AHIAI 26 7T LU HPA i, 3970
BT EE H)E AR e S BU IE @ &R,
VRIS i AR E R E L it N LBE A,
TR B JERE N, 3 TR A - S - 2 Y
SrUAHEA R, AR S IR A A A B DA ORUS), H
S RN A B 3R] o b e R e
BELLE 7 46 SO AR R AN 5 (1 25 B b B AR M R T
Tt T R R A NRIEACFT0, R 2
RECAE i L B MR e e Th e AT o2 B R T

AN IFHL 2,
3 HEMERNH

HERIP LA, S BT OB 3 2 2R X
I, (RRARREZ) = “ARHF, 8. Eh
HEZN IR SRE R A, KL, 55000, &0,
figpeg 7o B ACETE “ PIARAE " 9 44 iR 2, (H 0
TR ” “ERBRABR R “ H NI SRR,
AR E AW MR EBRAE AN SCE 5 DAL 2
IR AE 2 DIAE G . H AR IR R 5 2 LR T S
R, EEEL PUEL N7, A
HEHFELIA TR ES, AR 6 7 A
HERMIEH . BAEIE 3.

*3 HEHRIHMERS

Table 3 Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma antidepressant compound

RagilERs Zjik MElg HESEg HEGHe  HEmA FEEH SCHR
PASERY 9 142 12 8.5 Ej WEFAFEIN . 25 M FH 81
AETH R 2 24 12 50 [ER] PRI, 2k 82
Ma 7 H B % 3 45.1 15.6 34.6 2 TR, 2R 83
HE R 3 54 9 5.6 FEZ FROER, FRgEE 84
IIBUiE:i' 4 48 12 25 24 BT AR B AE 85
N 7 87 10.3 24 fRZR B FIfR/D R 86
[ 5 55 9.1 ] FRIM A TR 87
JEREHK 8 185 15 8.1 fgizl FRIMAEN . B AR 88
BN/ SRES) ST 11 78 7.7 i 24 WAL . BRATHES 89
ERHZ) 8 96 6.2 24 BRAFELAS T HAGFIE 20
SEFAET I HL 7 315 15 4.8 f#75 BRATMAR . AL 91
VA7) 10 26.5 1 3.8 ] AN AR TR O 92

4 HES5RE

HEMSE B, N —RE Wabaizy, vl
WRZGE, PiRoh “BEZ. mER, HEEER S
PUHARAE FHRITHLS) 452 K . AXLRAMEL T H
FIEHASE . =i SRR 2 B S IS I oy DA AT
BUH, I BEiE B R B s i %, B
HEH., HER, RHERAHREEERSE, Hbt
FIARAE FHALEI RIS S B R R 2R, TR TTHE
T BRI ek 8 o R T A i g
SRR . HIK, HHE =052 L
FEERTHRITT, HAPRRMERS B RERAE G
A RAMH| TLR4 A HMGBI1 28450 SR AR, PRI
RO R AR ) 980 IR 7 I KSE, TR S B HIAR YT
o (HFRERREHRR ST R NIGRZ Y H
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Fig.1 Antidepressant mechanism of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma
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