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Abstract: Pulmonary fibrosis (PF) is a late-stage manifestation of chronic interstitial lung disease characterized by an extremely poor
prognosis, significantly impacting the quality of life for patients. Activation of the epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) process,
as one of the pathogenic mechanisms of pulmonary fibrosis, plays an important role in the pathological process of pulmonary fibrosis.
Studies have shown that single herbs, active ingredients and their compound preparations have significant effects in improving fibrosis
symptoms and delaying the disease process. The mechanism of action is closely linked to the direct or indirect inhibition of EMT. This
finding underscores the importance of inhibiting EMT as a crucial component of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) in treatment of
pulmonary fibrosis. Therefore, this article reviews the research on the role of TCM in inhibiting EMT in pulmonary fibrosis, aiming to
provide a reference for the clinical treatment of this condition.
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21 4 20 B e G T S B VDA ORI, R R M R AR AL
(idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, IPF) & & W1
LU, PR8iit, IPF KR MACT R,
— B2, AN 2~5 B, flief 442 AR
R4, WHEMEHR, BT (SERZERK)
() iz S LT 4EAGARA, At FE T AR R ST
R LT KSR 4 . BRI R IR
WL AT AEAC R S BmATL,  He AEmT IH &5 5%
RELRAS R MR J5 R R FR, o or F2AE i 28 S JI
B, HiBTDANE . A G, 1@ R EBL
b Bz - 18] 78 Ji ¥ 4k epithelial-mesenchymal
transition, EMT) & b & 4 s i 55 e 127 Ao
(Ao R T A R AR AR, EE RGNk X b
Behn &, AiE ERS R B (B-cadherin) A5
¥ A-1 (zonula occludens-1, ZO-1), p{ARKIH
TR A, TR A R AR B, kAT
fifl & -1 (ferroptosis-suppressor-protein-1, FSP-
1), N-cadherin. #F4Ei%EH:E5 1 (fibronectin, FN).
W& A (vimentin) oa-FIE LB H (a-smooth
muscle actin, a-SMA) [JidFE. EMT FEZE 78 1~111
3%, 14 EMT Z 5B ARK B &2 45K
15 EMT 5 RAEFN45 51 i) 0 s, A4
MR E A4 ¢ T EMT 5 Mg A G0,
o, TR EMT & 41 4E4b (1) B 2R R L] .
A AL @A AT I s, R eidEd 29697
BRI IT IR R o BT XA 4EA VR TT
PH R I R 32 2R FH 25 ARSI 7Y CHge i)

MR FERT, HARIEIRTT . 25 R 2 i BAE
XTI 4t A RIE R e T A B I R, H
BT ITEFEY . IR, hEIaTT A 4EAb Rt 7T
AWHIRN, #H1] EMT BFRAHLIE T BR 251697 IfiZh
dEfb i Aidsk o5 BB, Rl A SO 2 A
PERG T« BRR 2 R LA B J vh 245 53 U a4 )
EMT i R2¥6 97 I 4EA i Fe b T i 45, a2
IR 2R YT I A 4R it 25255
1 EMT 5440 aEc R

IR YA Rm LI B R, AT 254,
Wi WO R PR 3R A st A% R 2R A SR IR 5 | gl
Haar7e R, Ml i B8V R 5185
S5 RIB A HEA I B BOW S5, 21 2 20 bt 1)
TE R R EHLAI O AHSCHH FUdRIE , EMT J2 Bi4F
20 B S YU AT AE A0 A 1 3 RN, i ZH 2 >
30% HIWLBRET 4240 MR VR T R EMTUS), 32 g 21 4
A, HUARLE Z FiE Sides, F 2R
K AF-B (transforming growth factor-B, TGF-B)-
Whnt. Notch. #%[A-F-«xB (nuclear factor-xB, NF-kB)
T T G s R R R, R e b R
i EMT i F2 B0 B4l % EMT LA 3 4 4 41 g
AURCET AE 40 M (R 30 7= A, (28 B R rh 4 4 2
g U PR YTARD415], B ECM fI 0 B8, M
MRt kA (B D).
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Fig.1 Mechanism of pulmonary fibrosis induced by EMT
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BRI AR 2 G, iE— 0% TGF-B 55
RS, MR B R . G5 e HE 44
IR RO, TGF-B AR LT I N HH i B 1)
RAFLEAAT T, WIEE 2 5 A 44 o G 5T
. ECM DI SR e LT 4R 1 K el Btk
B, TGF-B "9 EMT (13RS I7E i A4 4k i
e A EZAEAUS, HAT, EMT ' TGF-B {55 1%
FEOE 3 EALHE Smad AR FEHIR AR,
1.1.1  Smad ##fiiE e WFFTEY], Smad 5 F1HHK
PENTET AEAC I B A0, A A e b R A e b oy
[H7E B4, B EMT #2200, 7F Smad HKiiE42
o, TR ZAR R SR DR S 2 AR Y Smads
H [ (R-Smads, {4 Smad2. Smad3) F{effH B
Rk, XEEBER L R-Smads S4L[HE TR EA
Smad4 T =RAEEEY), FERIEIRES T HZ 214
A% vh 5 A SR s A - 1 (Snail family
transcriptional repressor 1, Snail). 54~ Z R 40
fill A+ 2 (Snail family transcriptional repressor 2,
Slug) #FAFEFHREH 1 (Twist-related protein 1,
Twistl ) B4 E & 456 [FUFHES A 1 (zinc finger E-
box-binding homeobox 1, ZEB1) 44 5% K745 55
VAT, MRS EMT 2720, Ak, Smad6.
Smad7 S5 % Smads £ F (1-Smads )] {f: /3 TGF-
B %S EMT HSRTTRFRIEEAEH, A
EMT22, [Aitt, Smad fOBU&E A @ EEE Snail 55
EMT #% DR 7, (28t EMT 88, 2 5)Mer4e
A By R A
1.1.2  Smad FEKHIETE R Smad KR,
TGF-B 1 H 2 P4l i A5 5 18 B R U 15 22 Mg
TIRE, SiFRON Smad FHALIEAE. 1ZIRRE IS B AL AR
G A S AR ELREGE, DA R s e A 77 2
U7 EMT, FEAHE 225050 E 2 (mitogen-
activated protein kinases, MAPK). #§fREEALEE 3-34
1 (phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase, PI3K) /&% ¥
B (protein kinase B, Akt). Ras [RJHRZ R 4 A (Ras
homolog family member A, RhoA) 155 1@ & HAH
KETE 51T MRUTFERY, TGF-p #iE K
PI3K/Akt. MAPK {5 58-S AJ@ 77 EMT A%
W S R T R AR 22 Nk 2 5 1R &
RIEFHIMA LA, KB Smad IR T IR AT
LT EMT 2 544 it K e

[E]i, TGF-B 75 S/ Smad 15 5% 5 5T &F
e M HIAE Smad EERERILE )2 KA AR,

41 PI3K/AKt {5 5 8 B{ AR 5 [ 1~ Akt i BH 1E Smad3
R Smadd EIELE G IS 5 S AR
il Smad3, {H Smad3 A Akt {124,
1.2 Wnt {558

Wt 8 B2 K B 5 T, 180 K 2 Mg,
Rl B-IEER [ (B-catenin) MR 1121 B-catenin
MBI RAE . ZOHEHREY], Wit 5558 FHK
PGS, R Wat/B-catenin {5 55 5, 5 IPF 1)
RIFHLEIA K. 1E B-catenin L LR F, Wnt 5
& (Frizzled). LDL SZ#&H5CH A 5/6 (LDL
receptor-related proteins 5/6, LRP5/6) k)2 k &
GG, BN A ARG -38 (glycogen
synthase kinase-3B, GSK-3B). BE&E HWHE 1. 98
P EAR LA (adenomatous polyposis coli, 4PC) Fll
BhAMHI 5 9 (axis inhibition protein, Axin) ZLEIZ
HEAEEMEELLE N (dishevelled, Dvl) ¥ A iR
1, SEF B-catenin 7EHAE PN AR B H: Z) AL B4 Y
%, WoE Wt [ RVESERED, #ETIVEY EMT )15
SR A 4412, thAh, 1E B-catenin BHEIRAS
N, ZESH S TGF-p @M (A4 B & LS
T EMT AHCHE R Rk Bk 2%, 3k (e gk L et-4
YA AIEEE, 1X5%F IPF )R 28 5 8 26271,
1.3 Notch {FS51@

Notch 15 5& FHA m BT, ANETHAR
Z ML 5@, Notch {55 18 6 ) 240 sl #4% B 21 27
P A W o FE U 4R = B R @ i Noteh fiT #4

(Jagged 1/2. DIl 1/3/4) 554k (Notchl~4) ]

G WEECILE . JE4kIE, Notch 15 5% 3 7%
55 it B 95 B A3 B DA 9K, Jagged 1/Notehl 5%
A 3 (R ) R 9k 55 19 R 5 2 5 5 R il 4 4 Ak 1290,
YHARLE TR EDIRAS S, Notch BLfkY 2 ASAHAR4H
J 18] ¥) Notch 524445 & 0% Noteh /5 4%, X
Ji 988 R BB R ¥ -0- 5% #: ¥ (tumor necrosis factor-a
converting enzyme, TACE) Al y-73 WAl & A Y0 /K iR
B Notch 4 i N 45 #38 (Notch intracellular
domain, NICD), FH{ it H 5 A1 2 41 fu iz o 5 2008
HEME G, EERET, dEmflk EMT id
gt i R AR B0, 2% B ATIR, Noteh 15 58 i
eIt 25 EMT i B il 4 440 kA7 1 4%
1.4 NF-xB {ZSi@g

NF-kB ZJh 5 MR 574 . NF-«BI

(p50). NF-kB2 (p52). RelA (p65). Rel B # c-

Rel, 7RIS GPE M JOE R A AE K S IET
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S R B SR ER . B HE 2 FME S IEL
i, BT kB #lE R G448 (IxB kinase, TKK)
Wik s g 2 & NFxB % 5 (NF-«B
inducing kinase, NIK) Fl IKKo 3 [F3#i5 1 3E4
EARBY, ESNERIE T, NF-«B {55@1d T/B 41
AR R T ARSE R EAL WO, 2 FIRIEAE
BERRACIRS TR — RIR e Bz, os
FE R RIRE TROK B JOE R 1 DAE#E EMT [ B2
RIEBN R FEETYEL IR L —,  Sieber 4533
TEARARSEIGHESE, NF-«B nliEd IKs EMT 25
FSCET 20 B 1) B A R 40 B 1A A At R, 3T 4
il AR AEAL I A
1.5 #ZEF E2 #8XEF 2(nuclear factor E2 related
factor 2, Nrf2) i&f&
Nrf2 & 40 8 A SIS SR OB S [ 7, 18

HIEGLUR, Nrf2 Jlid5 Kelch £ ECH KEENA 1

(Kelch-like ECH-associated protein 1, Keapl) &54
Bk GSK-3B BERE A0 LAsE A TR, 7ESRHLIR

MBS SR A, LRS- B B OA
Nrf2 5 fr 3|40tz 55 A 0 B To /- (antioxidant
response element, ARE) fHZ: 4, #t—Dd it i
PR AR RORE . A PO R A 4 2
IR A YA VR T VR4, BFFE R,
Nrf2 [R0E AT ] NumbB), it R E A 1
(high mobility group box 1, HMGB1) B3¢, Snaill3”]

[FIZIAFH T EMT iR . Ak, Nrf2 BIBoEREFE
PELIT 1 Smad #AfiI& A%, M2 AR £F 4EALSE IR
25 b, Nrf2 Al RE2 17 i 4F4EAL (1) B2 .

SR R AH G F 2 EMT 812 WL 2.
2 ZIFE EMT RERT4EL

AR, BEAE XL 4R U AR, o
= 24 42 VR 7 o0 i 21 4 Ak 77 T 2 0 S 5 3 1 Il PR
7RO IL S o AnAT TR, EMT f 40 45 o 2
ZPIRYT IR AT EA S e o A . PRI, X
PRGNy BRGS0
il EMT R0 ST 2T AL AT 58 HEAT L 45
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~ 5 rizle EUER B8
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Fig.2 Primary EMT pathways linked to onset of PF
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XF A& EMT R EETH], Lu BRIt L
[ AEC ARAERR S 35 filk EMT i, &%
#E 5, AEC 41 (A 78 i br 54 vimentin., o-SMA
ACFZE K, bR EY) E-cadherin RIS 5,
[Fi) FF 28 B A0 3 759 2 B U8 Cextracellular regulated
protein kinases, ERK). GSK-3B. Smad2/3 [IB§EZ 1t
KVt i 3 26 3 7] B ) SR T S 3 PRI, R
F @ ] Smad 1848 K& ERK/GSK-3p 15 5l %
SHRAIM EMT, Mk 2697 I 40 . itk
Gh, B WA KRBT A YEL I A . Peng
SO T R L B B B H A AR IR E R S 5
()it £ AL /)N BRL B4 N 8] 78 B bR S 08, 1
bR EMREE, BN E NF«B K
NOD AR E AL 3 (NOD like receptor
family pyrin domain containing 3, NLRP3) &

AR R R EE N R —, B
W SEERAE . YU T R RS . 2R
FEY, FEAHEHT/EH T TGF-p/Smads. NF-
kB Wnt/B-catenin {5 5 i, #id T Smad2/3.
p65 NF-xB [#R1k [z B-catenin. Wnt7b 7K, &k
/b a-SMA. vimentin %1%, {1 E-cadherin &5 7K
S, DA AF 4 () EMT i #2041, Liu 642060
TR B R 15 F NI A 44k /N BRUAAR AR )2 TGF-B1
P/ _E B2 MLE-12 4t RO 2 2 B, B
R HERAEINH Akt/GSK-3p/B-catenin 15 5 if i}
it EMT o3 7 Ier4Eql, RIA E-cadherin T
W% & vimentin, a-SMA. FN (1) R

HeAh, KR RWI, BREA T AL, FRE
RS, 2 O T W S R 73 BT AT AN [F]I A JR 2%
EMT i #%8, @ik BT 4 4E0 i 0R «
212 Wi

(1) WBEZE: 0 N BRI 2 Y 7 0 3%
R 2 B ORI — B Z i N B SR S HERiE,
ZFOENBRE TR . PUEEANI. IR
EMT S5 475000 FEIR R SR R 22 A A7) Li 45 018)
FET A el Rk 9 AME Y I T 45 AR IR, B 0E
P B T S R 315 2 R R BR S N e AS49 4
ML AR HEA K, HALHI AT g 8 2800 3% A iR R i
i Ak FLE Y BRI &S R L (mammalian
target of rapamycin, mTOR) &5 i@, F+& E-
cadherin 7K°F-. il FN. o-SMA & &, PAfilfiii -
F A ) EMT, M e R 5 = 175 2 il 41 4t
fto [FIIS, Karkale SEMAIS200 45 JLR BT, 77035 A R

AL JE I ) A AR 4 S I i A A DN R
HLrh Smad2/3 [EERML, HEMRTE EMT brEW
MERIE, RIH RGP B, [, 20
E P RN ] T8 I DR E ALK, #H] Smads
ERK1/2 {55 1@ EKUkES TGF-B1 75 5 (1iiie b i
SHH EMTEO, DL ERFFER B, %8035 A R m] a4
il EMT KAEI6TT A 4EAL e -

WM T 400 (regulatory T cells, Tregs) s&f&
IR B T A, BE S0 TGF-B1 Al E 4t
/+%-10 Cinterleukin-10, IL-10) 28K 7, fEH L%
PR AT R FER A L3 I A 4R Y. R
bl DRSS 7 87 AN 1 = VA € e
ft. (radiation-induced pulmonary fibrosis, RIPF) ##
T, fEMRIEEN S, 4385 T Tregs HibAT B ARSLEG .
45 ROR, Tregs /0 TGF-B1 AEls S/ At b
AR A EMT. TAEH SRR, EMT 45
&) E-cadherin. vimentin Fll a-SMA 3R 1A1Z T
TIEH Ko R H RLRIR nT #] Tregs 43 TGF-
Bl ) EMT 842 /N RIPF. 1Ak, HEER bk
1IF B g O 1R 55 R 15 5 14 18] 78 0 41 ks B )
AN (M1t O At /0] 2 (A S N N g BRI
o EMT FEMl£F b bR 8167 1E B3,

IR, 5O FH R 455), T N R AT RS0k 2
P BE 2 R0 ot m L R T EMT, R H 1
P A 4 AAE o

(2) B ZXBHD R R MELYZES
Y C29 SR, B 2R BE M, wriEd
] A e Bk S M M5 7307, Bao SESSITERE 7L
HPUB A LA ERS, R RBEMFHEAS RN
AN HEAAE TIN5 & o S5 IR R, ELBED ]
PR 8 2R K& TGF-B1 % S/ EMT i #2, 3t 2%
fRA YA . TEARB T, ZABE D (kAN 2.5,
5. 10 mg/kg; &4k 1. 5. 10 pmol/L) i i #1#!] Smad
A AKY/GSK-3p 15 T @B KBS, 23 pk
2R YR RS BE AN 234k, TR T BECM B BETAR,
IS T EMT (55165, RIDy Vi BREEA
(type /Il collagen, COL-I/IID)+ vimentin 1 a-SMA
#1va /> B E-cadherin 30

SNRERAT BIL A& AN RERFE 25300 F Z g L &
Y. WEFREW], SRR BID AT 06 N0 il

(NSCLC) 4ifa & CHL¥E A549 F1 H1299 4HfE) 1)
EMT, /> NSCLC 4t #i>. ok, etk
BRI/ RIM A AR TGF-B1 153 12
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MR, GREETE BI g &0 EMT M55k
WEAMFE RIS, [FPFEK Smad2 1 Smad3
FRA IR0, X LR e g ISR B, A BRE T BIL AJ
I AT TGF-B/Smad 15518k, fEMKNAMDIH S
FYEAGAH S EMT 12

teak, =-LEiFerel . NS B Rgll, AjZ
T S5 2K 2R A W3l i T 2 s 5 40 )
EMT i i, B & Simer 4etu e
213 FEER HERZHELSHEKKEPAY4EN. BT
R PURTE T TS5 2 FEAE FH ) E ) o Al
Z 1651, Zhang S5O 513 W] v v 25 0 T 40 i 21
#E4b /N EMT, RIWA E-cadherin 7K J 5 &
vimentin Fll a-SMA FRIAFFK. Mk, #Z2HEbHE
TEARANE Z KT TGE-Bl %551 EMT Al NF-«xB
T RO o $27 8 1 22 0 TT Rl A0 NF-xB 55
B 30 CABH L EMT 3F 8 37 0503 i 41 44 .

9 2 5 MG IR R B K T A 2
B, 2 R AR o 4. Qian ZEISTIRF 5T R B4 5
% BE AL B ] 3 ok B R T I i R TR R
TGF-B1 51241 EMT R R M. 3t — LI
TR, s PIAEE A 9miY RNA (differentiation
antagonizing non-protein coding RNA, DANCR) ff]
Rk ELEE AU 255 KF 1 (AU-rich element
RNA-binding protein 1, AUF1) X} XktEHH O3
(forkhead box 03, Fox03) HIBHIFHIEIER, W&
et EMT FU£r4edl., 140 2B Tl 17
XN, K@ AT DANCR/AUF1/FoxO3 4l
D ReK R 5 I £ 4 AL H i) EMT.
2.1.4 AL R B OB — R A B AR
SRR B e R A D, AR B AT LR FEAKR
R 77 AN TGE-B1 5 3 0 s B 2T 4 40 i 10 164 e
AT, K& a-SMA Hyid FERIE0S], Wang S5 TR 7T
KW, B FSBAR BT O] SGE R R S
(IR BRI AT AE3G A L il SR BT = AR SR AR 4R,
IFHEE ZAN TR e, AR . [Fr,
B CUBsl s 25 2 3 40 7 K RIZHZIH EMT brEd
(vimentin. a-SMA . TGF-B1 Al FN) {J#iX . £ TGF-
Bl W FHASI SIS, W EE 3K By O i 41
mTOR {3 5@ B 753 B AP 5 R0, a2 7] 78 5
EERERRIE, MMREMF4ELTT. FR5T
LW, KBy O] g EMT SRl £T-4EAL

(738 AW 5/ 3/ = a1 e P VLG L7 N2 5K /0 T
S5 AR S H ] TGF-B/Smads {5 5 3 4% . 25 Ui 55

EMT #rEY FN. COL-I. a-SMA IR IEMNIEIT
IPFUY, 5 2 A S 2R P € i | RS A= P - SR 2 B
UHAE TG 4L KR 45K, 7ERZKETIR
W difE, KRERMAR S EEmfbs £ E-
cadherin. ZO-1 (IR ETHE, FE, ERFERED
COL-I. 0-SMA. vimentin FRiEFK, KRATLF4ELL
JiE R A3 DL 2 MR o % B SR 2K B Ok R ] o A0
Notchl/elF3a 5 5l , &z b5 400 EMT.

PR 25 50 A2 DN JRR 5 B e S I — B oA AL A= )
B, AR B T 5 R A 2R 1 R 0 A 4 ek
IR HEAL . ARSMIFFE RIS, ok EE R AL B2
il I Rz 40 () NF-«B JF40iH] Nef2 (557 S, 5
H EMT MHREAMRERIL, #— PRt
YA R o TTIX S B L AE 5 R B B IL T B f5 15 3
BRI o X —EHE SRR R B BRUE I 0] EMT 2%
TR B R SR AT 4L IR IT I T .

Bk B3R 4 EMERYAb, RIEZRU4) FES
MAPSIE R G Y F35 11 ool IR R U7
LRNREBEY): MBUEY, ZHERDS, P
g B R EYEAR R EEL N T
PI3K. MAPK. Wnt fl TGF-p1/Smad 15 538 4 b
A5 5 308 % R U T A SR A W, AT PR R
il 2T A B h R ) EMT brid ik, #2422
S S 2T 4 ARE AR o
2.2 BIRARERZRY

e R RIS SR EE . BEIEE .
PR M5 BT PR B8] () TR, 7RI R S50,
WIS BE T BERG . ILT4Efb S b R IRE T 80R
X TP A A E AL 7L, Li S5ER A
SETE R R HAL CSTBL/6 /N, IPF #2744
RE7R, HEMRHZEANNRITE, DEATHZ
EMT £ TGF-B/Smad {5 Ti# #5453 LAY, IPF AR
WG Ak, HE 70% B[R SR U IR Al H ] R
N TGF-B1 il a-SMA Fi&, M KU 4EL Y
Thzksa,

JUUEEZ A RHEY N DUEE, IE 8 DIEE, Hl
DUBE, #2400 DUBEL K B DUBEE BUAR DU it =,
H PN IR A R AR YT 3R . Ak
S uEEe, I DURER VR &R v iE iE TGF-B/Smad
Akt/mTOR {55l B K40 EMT, MR IEPUG LR
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