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Technical guide for research on quality markers of traditional Chinese medicine

The Compilation Group of the Technical Guide for Research on Quality Markers of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, China Association of Chinese Medicine

Abstract: Quality markers (Q-Markers) of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) represent a novel concept in TCM quality control,
reflecting the scientific essence of TCM quality. Since its introduction, extensive research has been conducted in China's TCM industry,
yielding substantial outcomes. However, standardized technical specifications for the discovery and determination of Q-Markers have
yet to be established. The Technical Guide for Research on Quality Markers of Traditional Chinese Medicine, initiated by the China
Association of Chinese Medicine (CACM), aims to define principles, research pathways, and technical methods for identifying and
validating Q-Markers. This guideline consolidates research efforts from drafting teams, integrates literature reviews on Q-Markers, and
incorporates multidisciplinary expert consensus through extensive discussions and consultations with academia, research institutions,
testing agencies, and TCM manufacturers, ensuring its practicality, standardization, scientificity, and feasibility.
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