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Abstract: Objective Based on bibliometric methods, this paper analyzes the related literature on the research on introducing foreign
medicines into Chinese materia medica, and discusses its research status, development trend, research members and institutions,
properties of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) and patents. Methods The literature and patents related to introduce foreign

medicines into Chinese materia medica were searched in the CNKI database, and VOSviewer, CiteSpace, and Python were used for
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text mining to visualize the annual publication volume, core authors, research institutions, hotspots, localization as Chinese materia
medica and the domestic patents. Results Finally, a total of 130 documents that met the requirements were included, and the total
number of articles published showed an increasing trend from 2014 to 2024; Patents of 31 foreign Chinese materia medica were
searched, and 4 465 related patents were retrieved. The team of ZHANG Jianjun and WANG Linyuan from Beijing University of
Chinese Medicine has the significant influence in this field, and the research on properties of TCM is a hot spot at present. A total of
31 foreign Chinese materia medica have been explicitly endowed with properties of TCM, and their pharmacological effects are rich
and consistent with the multiple effects of Chinese materia medica. Their properties are mostly neutral, cool and cold. They are mainly
bitter, sweet and pungent flavour, with the liver, spleen and kidney meridians as the main meridian affinity. These foreign Chinese
materia medica have a wide range of origins and diverse pharmacological effects, especially in anti-inflammatory, antioxidant,
hypoglycemic and antitumor fields. Conclusion An increasing number of foreign Chinese materia medica have been endowed with
properties of TCM, indicating good development trend of introducing foreign medicines into Chinese materia medica. In the future, it
is necessary to deepen the fundamental research and safety assessment of foreign medicines on this basis, and expand their application
in the field of medicine and food homology. Meanwhile, by taking advantage of geographical advantages, the international scientific
research platforms should be built to strengthen cooperation with ASEAN countries in traditional medicine, so as to promote the
modernization and internationalization of Chinese materia medica and ensure the sustainable development of Chinese medicinal
industry.

Key words: foreign medicines; localization as Chinese materia medica; bibliometric methods; properties of traditional Chinese

medicine; homology of medicine and food; Lepidium meyenii Walp.
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Table 4 Basic information on cases of contemporary foreign medicines localization as Chinese materia medica
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