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Research progress on mechanism of Corni Fructus in treatment of diabetic
nephropathy

ZHAO Danmai, ZHONG Rui, WANG Xiaotian, YAN Zhonghong
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Abstract: Diabetic nephropathy (DN) is one of the most common complications of diabetes mellitus with complex pathogenesis. With
the continuous destruction of glomeruli, tubules and interstitium in the kidney, it can eventually develop into chronic kidney disease
(CKD) and end-stage renal disease (ESRD), which requires long-term continuous treatment. Shanzhuyu (Corni Fructus), first
published in the Shen Nong’s Herbal Classic, has the efficacy of tonifying the liver and kidneys, relieving collapse with astringent
therapy, and is a representative medicine for protecting the kidneys. Studies have shown that Corni Fructus is able to lower blood
glucose, reduce podocyte apoptosis, alleviate renal pathological damage and improve renal fibrosis by inhibiting inflammation,
reducing oxidative stress, and regulating autophagy and gut flora. This paper elucidates the etiology and pathogenesis of DN,
summarizes the mechanism of action and research progress of some of the active components in Corni Fructus, such as cornuside,
morroniside and loganin, Corni Fructus extracts, processing Corni Fructus, as well as Corni Fructus medicinal pairs and combinations
in the treatment of DN. It provides a basis for the clinical application of Corni Fructus in the treatment of diabetic nephropathy and a
reference for further research and development of Corni Fructus applications.
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JriE. s S U, 8 A Rk 3R
il 771l ( angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors ,
ACED) B I & '8 5K 25 2 AR # ill 5] Cangiotensin
receptor blockers, ARB) 55124 DN [{—4 H £,
AR, RS 2SN, 2. ZiEEK, K
PRI . BRI, 721697 DN J7 T
37 EREERE, gl TR D,

LIZE®E Cornus officinalis Sieb. et Zucc.d/#k T
(FRAREZY, NIRRT HZY, NZRAART
FERCARIA, HBRER . W, YRR, B BZ,
BAAE . SORE B A DIR. AL B2 5T
LKW, LR BN AR B AR Bt
Ak BURTI PURERESEE B, HETS LR
B B E 300 Z2FLEY), i s
BEmG S, BRI, AR, —mESR. EEER. MR
EEMO, LB AE Y SR e i i 1
PERRACHE . DL, T AR ks DN
() U0l A et & B AN SRR, KL B
B RURS ML 2R EE L L 2R R Z %) ) 7B DN
LRI AT AR A S, A2 3008 72 1 SRR FE R
Jamig, Nz BE iR DN @ittt — D %,

ASCEF P ERP . T8 PubMed 43
5 FE A TT R R LA B A O SOk, 0 1l R BER T
DN 3 JJRIHLEI AT 7 AN 838 . 5 7 B 4TI
JE /R I ZRBEIRYT DN I E R B, it — Dt
FORE RSS2 — 2 R A S 7R o
1 DN &l FnlE R R

DN Apkale, BTkt AR EFAL.
NI 5 H A IR A, 18 R /N ERIE IR S 24
M E%, BEMIKEHEK B & A ARG RN 1 ilm R
KRR, oy UK AR 200 B i R 4 5, S5
Z AR AR BOT,  AE RS AL 2R )
(advanced glycation endproducts, AGEs) HiT &4
WOEBCAR 2R (the receptor for AGEs, RAGE) FRiA
AL A ORE ML R0 CH R -3- R N AL B
( glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate  dehydrogenase
GAPDH) il et Hih i k5 s F e C
(protein kinase C, PKC) WA [PJHE CHEIZISAR)
o EEVERR DL X 2 uRE IR I B NS, D
T 7B MR R RRE RN R A, FEURN ST
%, (reactive oxygen species, ROS) FJHEFRIZ1], 45
WRIEE V2 DN AR E Sl itk R &, XL
TR e FECRAE . T ANZTAE A E B A

Ak, RN RN EZ S DN R AR R
—H6, £E DN & METE, B RREAH E/NER
RS T) i3 AT T DLYLS 1) S92 28 0 40 i PRI i 0 T
WHERE, AGE-RAGE {5518 5 BRI RER
TERIRAHIC, B G AW A FH R 248 Jf DR 43 A1
AGEs MRS AT S N 40, R0, BA% 2
i - 5 2 A A 4 P o WA B LR -, ngh i R e
(fibronectin, FN). JJEEHA IV (type IV collagen,
COL-IV). MR FEHF-a (tumor necrosis factor-a,
TNF-o), 344135 (Cextracellular matrix, ECM)
T B /NERI AR AR NE DI RERERG . 2
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[FIFE R B0 R BSSAENT, #oayr ARBE AT,
BLURA AR08 AN SR T BT HHIE IR IR 27,
2 LLZZE3A77 DN fERHLHI
21 WERBEBHAS
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STk 281, Bt 9T R B AR Tk s 7 50 IR ) R A
P (RIERE R W AR AR, JREE
BRI 78 i s S 35 7 TR R ¥ BRI, Hodrl
ZRUHH (cornuside) ikt (loganin). HLifiH
(morroniside) &7 7EIGYT DN A R IFIIRR
2.1 WZRPCHE ILZRBCHTE R N LR R
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S BRI — R IR ks R G, HAE
R PUEAL SIS E B3, 8 vy R e 175 A 4
RIS RIE KA, it . iushkE:
AR B B /NERBELL . bR - R A B NE
ZEFIEE RIS, AGEs fl RAGE 7E DN Hi#fiie 5 &
FAEH . 4 AGEs 5 H 324K 455 58 51 KA N
RAE Ve 2623 T EUE DR kB2, £ EERIEFT
R, WZRSHH R DN AL/ B ThER
W, HRAKE it RAGE. COL-IV. HS 8 —%
R AW (inducible nitric oxide synthase, iNOS) &
HRIE S, AT RAE N, FEICKE B K,
R NEAYEfL . (DN W, AR R A 1R
FSCRH B A (1) AN 25 5 B I AT R AR I
COL-IV #£'B/NEREE M F 2oy, AFAET IR
ORI 5 SRR B 2 B P T o, L HERA RT3 il B 4T
HEALRE— 20 IR+, 7E 1 I DN AR 4ME Y S35
ORI 2R B N B A T A B A I 1 B
FIEAIHE (mouse mesangial cell, MMC) A 41l
f+#-6 (interleukin-6, IL-6). TNF-a Fl 40/ 2-
1B (Interleukin-1B, IL-1B) %5 4E K FHIFRIA, 1
il 7 MMC H & 38 B (protein kinase B, Akt)
A% %K F-kB (nuclear factor-xB, NF-kB) {5
HEPEEO, NF-xB 15 5 5 S € A T 205 [ S
KEIEE, el pel A E L F o A SR
M WL B -3- 2B ( phosphatidylinositol-3-
hydroxykinase, PI3K) /Akt (& 5 FAHEEH, 5
BB R SE R B SR, IR SEIGFR B, (L2 BEE
HA RANE] T RAER S, G 1B LT EA IR,
Xt DN S T REFIEIT 1M o

212 HEHE  SERE ML E R g
kG Er, 5 NEEBSITTR I, SEH n A A 4
PsGsE, b grfish BT (FN AL COL-IV) (1531,
i T AGEs/RAGE/MHZBEHEE 1 (sphingosine
kinase 1, SphK1) {55 iHEs, Z&ff AGEs ifi 3M'H
INER ZAEAIHE (glomerular mesangial cells, GMCs)
15, MTZE# DN. AGEs 53 3 Z4i 5z /&
RAGE W45 &3H0E 1 2 M1E 5k, FECEERIR
FRAERII 3, AGEs/RAGE 15 5% 351 KR
e AT 5 2 BUNE PR B2k FRE PR I ACRE B R
AL DA OG0B, SphK1 & —Fi I B, &
Wi+ AGEs FIVF 242 2 A A+ (1) FE R IA Rtk —
A WiE  SphK1/1- B B2 #4 2 B¥  ( sphingosine 1-
phosphate, S1P) i, {5 /INEK 5 5 20 e 14 5 Al

DN 2R AR i AR R 40, 52 s et S it Rk 4p
BE 37/ BB /N ER 2 40 A I S B d I T T 2 A
Mg & A (Desmin). RAGE & HIRIE, FIKFET:
MREHA B MEMpEE-2 X X HH (B-cell
lymphoma-2 associated X protein, Bax). B k241 ffy
J8g-2 (B-cell lymphoma-2, Bel-2). Z4E ) 2 R
KAZ IR H FM-3 (cleaved cysteinasparate protease,
cleaved Caspase-3) [3RIE, A H3NH T AGEs 5%
[N ER R At s . AR FE RN, Eh B |
AGEs-RAGE K H Mg Ae p38 2285 H AL 82 Fi
i (mitogen activated protein kinase, MAPK) Fl4H
Pk i R MR IS A% E IR IR A AL 4 (nicotinamide
adenine dinucleotide phosphate oxidase 4, NOX4) &
[F4KPT DN R R T:, MIMZEME 1 8 E IR PPAE
R, HELZ T DN [RAENR R, 53 1 sk,
e Az g it B 3 -1/C-C bR 32 44
2 (monocyte chemoattractant proteins-1/C-C chemokine
receptor 2, MCP-1/CCR2) 15 = i B 41| |5 I 20
RAEAE TGS T DN BRI, DLESEas
SN, BT LU AGEs/RAGE 455 51l
B, A SORE SR, I R SRR R AL R 4 B A
B R, GE A R N ER 2R A AP A5
13, Z&ff DN IR JE.

2.1.3 i S H S MINERRS R A,
sl R B G 2 — o AHIRHI T R B i
T HRAPUEANE MHIAnIRRE T 05 SR )N
HAEAER, X DN BALRER®. LR
RIAHE NER E R AR, B & 7R B /N BRI R
(glomerular basement membrane, GBM) HJ4MTFFS
5 /NekpEd BT L. AN AE4ERR S IR T RE
JrEAE HEAE, MR A 5 Bl N BRI
HH R RN £ B R RS, NOX4 & B iEH ROS ¥
BORIE, SFET LRI NOX4 it Rk iE R ROS 1)
HERR RIS R IRE A A, 3T T A2 20 PR R 431401
SO H R E PR H0, 155 2 40 T A 5 R A
P62 MIFRIA N T4 T A IS ER [ Caspase-3 Fll
cleaved Caspase-3, #I#l] 7 NOX4 HidzRiA, i
WEMKEA 1| B8 3-11 (microtubule-associated
protein 1 light chain 3, LC3-1I) FiAL 24t H
W AR PR R 7] R gt SRR ] S i o Pk 52 1
KPR A2 A 0 08 T2 5 SR SR B RIE A . Ly
SEUSIEEFUR I, SEE T RE AT 0 AGEs #4515 511
JZF%®E A (laminin, LN). FN #1 COL-1V f) 43,
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0] RAGE. # b4 K HF-B (transforming growth
factor beta, TGF-B). p38 MAPK. NF-kB [ #iXk,
R4 AGEs 15 1 B /NSRRI GBI 45345 - A SR
TR, ST LMK DN /N IMPE. & A JRAKF,
B3 =207 SRR, MRS RS W, SeEY
Tige, FEK DN KRUIME . BEH AGEs K, T
A'E % i RAGE mRNA FIE [ )R IEH,
22 WIZREEEY

T E WO T RIN, LR B SR AU R 8 O
B iRE, Wb i L JRZEE(. TNF-a. 1L-6 [1]
TE, WAOBEHRT o-FIEIUEIEH (protein
alpha -smooth muscle actin, o-SMA ). M fi% A4
TRZE R IR LA LEE 1 (nicotinamide adenine
dinucleotide phosphate oxidase 1, NOX1). ROS X
ik IR 1k 48 B 4M 15 5 I 17 B E§  ( phosphorylated
extracellular signal-regulated kinase, p-ERK) )£k H
KA, A SERE K ANEFGEAL X8 1 Dy e
Uy K B B — & R E FH - Wang SEBURF 5T R BN,
2 B K FE B (daidzen N- £ B -L- % & R M
swertisin) 1] PLB7 1IE SRS S0/ U Dhg A 4
MYtk BRERSBEEE 9 (matrix
metalloproteinase 9, MMP9), /> a-SMA F141 iy
SRR (I BUREEAIBIZE I vimentin) R~
Ao MbAh, RBP4 AR F AR N B
B2 A A BARBA, 7 1 TTEAEPERE PRI /N B
1 BUBE PRI AL R, R IZE R PRI /N B, ig 1L 2 B g2
YU R ek ] W A FEE AT v MUK () R AR R, SE SR
AEREHERE FR I /N B 1 AR R I R A3, DL B S
TR IR I REAE G LT 4Rl . ] SE
BeARC B 55 07 TR HEAE T, X AR Ll 2 B F2 X
YIFEIRTT DN J7 TR BRI 7
23 ez

FE 1 T FURE R0 B T KBS T 1 1) sie e v
I, JFE ) ILZREE, A LR | L B
KA RES AT RS DN ORERIIRE . i S
TIRe, 98/0 B MR A0 SN, 115 BB i A= ) 46 4
M KIECRYENERIVER . AERALHI AT R S hiEdl
A Wnt g E H/B-1EHEE  (canonical
Wnt/B-catenin) 5 5 1@ #%, 155057 A ENE TR
20 & &, S mpE R R TR S E A Ok, H
rhP LR B ZE VR T AR B, AR TR L R e
H ARG B A AL S A 3 5 2L 57 1
BT FUR I, A L 2R S L 2R B s T A

ZIRIFfRFAE 2 FE (lipopolysaccharide, LPS) /IL-1
I FIIZEMEEEE X %244 (retinoid X receptor, RXR)
Dheed], xHgEE iR s ok AR RaI T ER,
For il 4 Ll 2R B VR IT R S IS,

gr BRI . BEE . EiaE . bk
BRI B L o B I 2 B L, AR .
PUEALRIE D AR AR BTTAR IR I 2
i RIEIRIT DN IFEAR (3R 1)
2.4 WIZRBEAX
241 WZREE-EER AKEEPOI TIL 5 AR
Bi776 DN e 252556, R IR Be- 1L 2R BE 2450 e % 1
AMEE, IRYT DN BE 200, R KK
AGAEImPRIG YT DN % F B2 %) . s B b
STEBHL BRI DR, IARE BT T R I
B EEEMESR S, WK 2 (Castragalus
polysaccharide, APS) A EHIH IV (astragaloside
IV, AS-IV) {EFUR BT PULARE T, it
B NE T A T TG B R IFRT 07 B
JHEESSIDL S R - 1L B VR YT DN ABIER H T “ KRG 1HEZ
XTI, IR S IMEAR T B, kil o By
R M AE DG o3 i 0t « B 1 i 2 A s 2 A
SRR TS, IR E MR N ARSI AT
T IR, M IE RS- LU ZR BT 24500 Hh T R HH SR (PR HE 24 00
CG6 4 M8 22 - T -2 1 - PR A Tk RS AL L 2
3012 HAWGHI/NGXNE T o “RGHELRS” 15N
FHBS AN 258 BHAA S e, 1T HL R 73 35 M 2 42 i
242  IZRBEAEHNET 7R 1R R IERENE 2 2
BEIR db/db /N BB T R I, L2 B -AE B B 2 0]
ReA UG/ R pE . b BB, RS
PG, 6 db/db /N BB IEA — 8 B DR B
T 75 ity S 1OOUE — 25 3@ 1 A4 A1 5 5% KB /N ER R IR
UM, L AGEs U /INER 2 B 20 s i 1) 40 A
R, ORILLZREE . AL B 1A R5GERA d LL 2 BE A A
o e S VAN 7 SR ] 77311 VANIE S8 LN e 2 il
HHBAL A FCATLZH & mT DAAT %400 1) G S0 B 1 4K
FEYRVE NER RIS 5E, 9%/> FNL LN, Coll-
IV AN AR LR AR . BL B ST Ui 1L 2R B -
Hi BT 24 0] BEAT R MERE IO B R e,
AR ER .
243 hZREE-ZAMEE BRI IL SR - A B R
A R 7 AT LA R4, 8L 15 AGES/RAGE/
SphK 1 15 518 % 2% fif db/db B FR I /N B 11 B 453493 5
G THERIEACH S5, R T B IRSS AN D RE,
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Table 1 Mechanisms of active ingredients, extracts and processed product of Corni Fructus in treatment of DN

e

e fA {E R fEH ik
ey
WEBE L%E KK-Ay /MR, C57BLGI /MR IL-12). IL-10). RAGE|. COL-IV|. iNOS| HEETIRE. ME AR, BRE 33
ik witr JiE£F etk
FOHEEM R B M IL-6). TNF-a. IL-1B} Akt|. NF-kB|. p211 O AR 2 36

(MMC)
DEHE  B/MRAEAM (GMCs)

AN ENER 2 A

B/NER A AN (GMC) A1 FNY
BRI CCR2{. iNOS|.

Ha02 15 51 2 4

BN RN (GMCs)

A
s
¥

kB TGF-p|
STZ %3/ DN /M AGEs|. RAGE|

Wk BEde 3Ktk DhAEsEds SD KR

FN|. COL-IV|. RAGE|. SphK1]., S1P|. TGF-B|

Desmin|. RAGE|. Bax|. Bcl-2|. cleaved Caspase-3]

COL-IV| . TGF-p| . RAGE|. MCP-1] .
CD16/32

LC3-l1f. mTORY. pmTOR?, p62. Bax/Bcl-2. NOX4| K& EA AN, WO LMEIAT: 47
LNy FNJ. COL-IV|. RAGE|. p38MAPK|. NF- J/ 40 i oh % 7 i 2

TNF-c|. IL-6}. a-SMA|. NOX1|. ROS|. p-ERK|

TR ENR R B RO STR ES 38
i b ARSI B R

SR A AR R 41
T

> ERAINRE; W RAERR 43

s BURAE 48
SR

WEAICHLEE . e Thae 49

R SR AR AT AL 50

6] REW
% Bk Atk CSTBLIGN /)M collagenl|. o-SMA|. vimentin, MMP9 D B A A 51
REW
HEll WEW STZ ESHRRREG SD YKL-40). Wnt4|. p-catenin, TGF-p|. FEHEMRRTERT. HWHIJOE. WA BIRES, WY 54
R R N JERERITL BIFETT T
Wl 1BHEhREEEE SD KR LPS/AL-1]. RXR|. FMO3t. CYP2ELt R NI RA AR A 55

E3

7 RELEE, 7 RETHE K2

“1 ” indicates up, “ } ” indicates down; same as table 2.

/b 7 ECM AR &R0, A2 it e kI, (LR pa-
S0 S o TR Y i R R R G iR T R R D RE A
TR NS B IS 1 AR 5 e (0], e gk —
ISR [ 1L 2R B9 - 24 B RE 6 A R ) IR A 15 3
(R B I R BRUPRF TR) o 2R Ak, SR
KRR E DIReA 4, MU 51058, i
kb 9 1 4 IR - RV ST 4] TGF-B1/MAPK A5
S A RO, DL I8 2R B 2R 0 - i 2450
Reid i Z LD B AR E B RYER, 27697 DN
BHA I 0HEIE 2R o

25 WEKEHEXER

251 IZREBEBURL R A B /NERTE A 40 i 2
—, podocin J& B /NERE MR bR S . TR
B Ll 4% B ks T A %5 E i DN K B 48 podocin 25
HRIA, IR 2ty , T TR7 R0
DN, B~ Z5 05Tk — 15 Bt 97 & I LU 2R B BORE REAT AR
F#f% DN KRR 24 h JREEAE & ENE SR EA S

&, HHLH T A 5304 DN A 'S IE T TGF-B1/Smad
5 TR B FIOE A O RO M@ it i 37 DN
K BRABE 2R 5 R L 2 B kL e B (G ' I TGF-B1
Smad3 HHFRIA/KF, i3 DN KB B IR B4,
W7 R DN PR . AR AT T R B 2
WKL BE A ACEYIRRTE DN KRB NERFIE /N 1)
YT, KRB NERE B NE R o, HAEH
HLHI T RE 530U T 5 le 3 #£8E A 1(chitinase-3-like
protein 1, YKL-40) K1k, MIifi#iifi] Wnt/B-catenin {5
FIEERAT KT, YKL-40 72 B I s % R A Pbs
B, TR ZE A B A% AN SRE I FRFRICST, LA
TSR A L 2 O AT LAIE I 2 A E AL,
R B R AR« G2 AR B T AT AR D0 R B
i, EBIRTEIERIEH

2.5.2  NBRHBEEHL SERHLTORLH B RARILEHA
EER I CNLZGIEERY, HPdhiE. (hZR8E,
thigh, S AP IRE 6 IR K, AR “=
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N O E S SN I (17 R ) W8 7 N e R (1
Mg A A EHE . WA mAR . S E
Thie: 24 BLRT 7T 3 WY L BE DR W IR A AE SN L 47
EALRLG, B R AR LT 4R L0700,
VRV Y0 S5 U7V 3 ) 8% 24 38 2 43 T K B0 7S VR
FUIRYT DN S 3 21 AME RN 63 S5 12 41 4
IR N e ) N O VANV SR W 8 i B
By ZHE AL, 2B HRIGTT DN i i 5 55 Uil
I EES7 DN R EUBRAY, BRAIE T 7SR HE 3 AL 7T DAYk
D E I BRSSO AT 4EACIR DL, A R
TGF-B. a-SMA. Smad2. Smad3. NF-xB. MCP-
1 M ARIE, B0 Smad7 MEARZE, YIS
IR iy 2 kAT DA o 9D B I RE 445 RN 4T 4R AL
R MERITER -

253 EZKREIRTT B B IR T K R
B, Auba. LZRE. iz, FE. RE B
WRTE . KIE 9 BRZGAL AL, B AR AR
B ACHIEZE TR AT R I 5 AT REsE s 4 )
Wnt/B-catenin {5 518 % A SRE B, N PRI
TR ThaE. [FINTRIE 1 2R 20 AMETE
J73 s R LR B I HEAfE Rk 5 B-catenin 45 & fE
FIHEAT T 53 RHESRUET3 . i S 5T 3 Wi 2%
B R BH 77 B A DN ORI DR, B2
ZUR B, UE ST 2% 2 B iR FH 7 0 DN B AY K B,

HA —EIRIT BRI,
2.5.4 KBEHh I AR HE KR B R B PR VG R 4
HERDERHIRIERAER )T, HAERKE, B5.
RE . BT PR P LB, Kk, G
T g, BA AR A 2 ).
PR A IIE FE R B 2 IR FERE A PR DN K B ) L
B MR KR E AR A S E, R SRR R
(adiponectin, APN). 2 (leptin, LEP) A JK I
BN EFEE A 4 (angiopoietin-like 4, Angptl4)
KAV, R R R R R B RE IR A, R ¢
RE SN, o A 40 K IR AT e AL . ALK
F, HAUI T E S Angptl4. Desmin A NF-kB %%
g A SRUS), RS AR UOEE — DB 5T R B K i
B IR HE A0 W] A POE HEOEE BT (liver kinase B1,
LKB1) /i # B3 b & B BB ( adenosine
monophosphate activated protein kinase, AMPK) /
Sirtuinl (SIRT1) 15 5 i i 1 15 2 20 i 15 0t vis 1k
B DN OKBRIBE . WUEF. JREECLLZIREBS
B, AREEE 8.

g bpriR, LZREE HANZGMIRCAR, Al ZeEE
2 i R B E T WERIEE 2 . AL 218
FEIOVER], FEARIRE . g/ 8 PR IR R AR
DB NERBEAY S IR LR AEAL, R AR DR B I AR
H (& 2.

F2 WEKEHMRETIARTT DN ERHE

Table 2 Mechanisms of Corni Fructus pairs and combinations in treatment of DN

ERECY AR R {E R i ik
MZBEAN lREE, A db/db /M & Mg RER REEAEA] BIREY SeEE e MO BIRIHG 59
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