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Mechanism of NLRP3 mediated pyroptosis in rheumatoid arthritis and research
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Abstract: Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a chronic autoimmune disease that causes inflammation, pain, and functional impairment. NOD
like receptor pyrin domain containing 3 (NLRP3) plays a crucial regulatory role in the occurrence and development of RA. Pyroptosis,
as a programmed cell death mode, has also been found to be closely related to the pathological process of RA. Research has shown
that the initiation and activation of NLRP3 inflammasomes can mediate the occurrence of pyroptosis, leading to inflammation and joint
injury in RA. The treatment of RA with traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has received widespread attention in recent years, and its
mechanism is mostly to inhibit the activation of NLRP3 inflammasome and the occurrence of pyroptosis. Exploring the application
prospects of NLRP3 inflammasome as a therapeutic target. The purpose of the article is to provide possible research directions for
understanding the pathological mechanisms of RA and developing new treatment strategies in the future.
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77 RERBE TSP,

AR, R RS 5 I AT 4R A8 T AL Y
W23 2 R0, ] NOD FEZ AR F 451
., 3 (NOD like receptor family pyrin domain
containing 3, NLRP3) #&RE/ MMM T-HIAN
RIRIT RA B EEEIG . 78 RA B IEEAHL |
NLRP3 [ & RA A HLH T RBEIA T, Hoah
FHMMAETS RA RIEM ST H455 % VIAH KB,
AR TSN F A2 -18 (interleukin-1B,
IL-1B) A1 IL-18 Z5& K& SREF FRETH, AT 4
i IIE, X NLRP3 SO0E/MABEE /5 FI 40 f 1
7E RA RIS REH BIVE FTEAT AT T, ANCAT DO
X RA FImHLEIHIAIR, HONIRT RA $24t 173
WA AIFETENIMNRFIII, SRE B ETR
T NLRP3 RIE/MEN FHIAMMRETAE RA I
78, A& ET NLRP3 HJBIEHLA] . NLRP3 #AE/ Mk
NS TIE RA JRELERE (0 B P B2 24
TERXTTHNAITRE TS . 9T il RA 9 B Sk
I RHT IR T ARG SR B AT BERIRIT 7T 7 7] o
1 NLRP3 ZFE/MAHEAR
1.1 NLRP3 ZE/MARIEEAYT =

NLRP3 RAE/NMAEZ N E B 5% R G B 2
RS S, 2 MR A, 2K NLRP3 &
H7r T TR GRL & H - (apoptosis-associated
speck-like protein containing a caspase-recruitment
domain, ASC) F1 Pt R Kk & & R & H -1
(cystein-asparate protease-1, Caspase-1) A4 3 M2
5rBle Hrr, NLRP3 25 70 1R 21BN 40k e
LS 10555 2 Rl E 5 B4 s Caspase-1 7y —7Fif
R F TG 2 A AORE R T R,
MR 10 ASC R RAfEHE NLRP3 SO/ MA R
A s AT,

ZAREE A5 F NLRP3 FEH 3 M IX
Jo L FE IR B R i 1) R O R R R 1 4 R
(leucine-rich repeat, LRR), R {BIANE HIHI B 2%
1EH B ANHIRES, E2I4ERF NLRP3 € I &
4 NBD ] ATP B45#938 (nucleo-tide-binding and
oligomerization domain, NACHT) 7E#U& 2R H
AT R h I At R AR I ) AR 1 S5
1, (pyrin domain, PYD), &% PA[A %! PYD-PYD #H
BAEM LAY N 514 .

NACHT Z5H38 R A 5 G % BRAUK i ATP 1)
REJ), WoEE 25l ATP fMmim B R4k & PYD

WAHEAER], ASC #dt— 25409, ASC 8
1 > N ¥ii PYD H1 1 4> C %y Caspase %4238 ( Caspase
recruitment domain, CARD), Hidid R PYD-
PYD LA F M0 A 1% 240 22 8 5 ASC 1 C i,
LAk Caspase-1 5 ASC HHEAE, i
Caspase-1 EH 7843 & H /K @G D1, dEm s
i FF s T E TR FE L E (gasdermin D,
GSDMD), FFHF IL-1 S0 il 40 i B 5~ 4k
AR SRE PR, 3% — 1 R A T A SN ) b 22
ZE%[]]—]Z]O
1.2 NLRP3 SAE/MATERE A EHL

“RRBNT A CPOE T WAE N T ARAEMA R S
&5, K “E35h” 38N BT -«B (nuclear
factor-kB, NF-kB) ¥ 53fME . NF-«xB )35 1452 2 Ff
T A Z LA ) B R, R ) NF-B e s
233 NLRP3 f)_E A pro-IL-1B fI3RiL, #E—i
I NLRP3 S9E /M 5 51280 R 1) AR AH 5 52 A4 013151,
FRE/IMAT “PaE” W EERIA Caspase-1 HI3
T 5 T R [P, B3 B0 Mo R 3 5 4
FETHIR A

NLRP3  HAE /MR A] 52 2 g J5 4K 5 0 ] -
ST “WOE 7, HIBAFEA LR 3 FhU6, (1)
BT AMRBOE @A MR RE R TEE M2k 7
( purinergic ligand-gated ion channel 7 receptor ,
P2X7R) 52— ML K oNEE, =B /S
PRI B TEE, HEd Ca? M Na Wi, %
K HIAMAL - KPMAURT Ca?* P L T 0 28 i Z2 76 (1) 41
%%, BEJGEUE Caspase-1, JEOKRRRAE ST, [FHS,
TEZH RN ) KoM 22 40 B4 Mk 4 i 2 tH IS LFR,
XEEFLRRAE NLRP3 SAE/IMARIE ALY P45 LLEA
NN IEE—25 5] NLRP3 SAE/AMARIBEES, A
WFE R, 78 NLRP3 KNG &Ed, KoMk
FHAE ASC LI RIEER, #] K s 4Ry K
TEYH M A1 1) 5 AR A T R4 FH LE NLRP3 30
I B2 KK EELERFEN 45 mmol/mL I, #I4]
NLRP3 $i% IR A2, (2) VA B S 105 B
BAE: PR RER. WIRL. —SARERCA HESE)
FEHIH NLRP3 R%E /MRS Ao, Hodid
7 F IR A AR, TR 2 Fh 2L 22 A g
BENGHMLET 22 SR FLR I, FE 2 A RAE RN
L8 G B AT {2t Caspase-1 7%« IL-1B 7= 4E
5 ASC HITE/, FEN B Bl 5 NLRP3 45 &
T RRE/ANARR W TR BT, v I W R B TE
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( lysophosphatidylcholine , LPC ) . BF ¥ & JIk i
(vitellogenic carboxypeptidase, VCP) 45 1] DL
Vo Tl R R R, T R A ) R /N AR R U
261, (3) AR ARSRIE TSRS 1B BT
TERE AT AR AFEAE ], ARhiiA/E NLRP3 #14:
MBS AT R A . RRERIZRE
TG FITHREFRAS 2 NLRP3 48 P /MASS (1 bt k-
W 18 5 EEROE LA, T RRSEPE R 2 AR R
ZHERAE SR RIF SN, W S ECERRE I
PSR EMNER. LRRTE NLRP3 % 1ME/IMAM
WOE R PR DGR 32 R I R R AR 3 1 A
(mitochondrial ROS, mtROS) WL &E /=4, Lkifk
DNA (mitochondrial DNA, mtDNA) HIRE i EE 7 =
WFEHRAR NLRP3 ML, XEedfis 2
S5 530 B0 B VIR OC 2728, Sl F R
A, Toll FE5Z4K (Toll-like receptor, TLR) 15 5445
JE I mtDNA & ] 3 A AL mtDNA | BIRTE R

HE— P 520 JORE/IMA R IE . NLRP3 15 5 380 K+
A B R AR E MBRARNT A 73 IR, A
T — P 0E NLRP3 R E EG4. RN, AR
UEBRTESS T i S A FUBY, Caspase-1 /-5 1L-
1B 73 bis /b o CA_EWF 58 4518 3 3R B v PR S8 nT g 2 4
RAE G E R (LR 12031,

AN, IR, AHRHE TR IN NLRP3 20/ M
AR R RS, BRI Z B, BRI
i ZELIEH 5 SUMOYylation XS 1HZE R IHB-34,
T K A I TR B 0 AR 5 6 N I ) - PN A R e s B
AT S HNLRP3 RAE/MARIHIEE. NLRP3 )
HAEF U2 Z BRI 7 (never in mitosis A-related
kinase 7, NEK7) % #&E/IMA BRI 62 21 1 7] A4
WAEFR (B 1. %81, NLRP3 J8RE/MARIBE
Jr A2, B B s VR AL, G 28 hE AH
FKPIRIIETT RS NLRP3 &S fa 22 A B
HEER X

mtDNA
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Fig. 1 Structure and activation mechanism of NLRP3 inflammasome
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Table 1 Differences in five ways of cell death

SES M il A, L EL BRIET:
PR Fi 51k Rt TRtk it Rt
i 7 BRI 8 A TIER RS REER SRR ERRZEEBRES Ao THRIE ST RE
HUE=RE A et oy
Iz A ) NS ZEY ] ) TN MM R iR T 2 ORI

A ds

SN, AR AR, RATES AIRTOR, AR ECE B R TIR, AR LR AR R

B PR P40 18] 52 TR i
RAESCNE 3 50 ¥ R S L WA E R, TR, WA, RS AFE SR N AFAERE S
PAE S
ne Caspase-1/4/5/11 MR TR T SRBEPE/MA LA BRI

39400 A FH Ao i FROREES Dy el A P YR A4
BUAHTR 8 5 S 0% 70 AR TU0E RORE/IMAH, B
15 Z I Caspase 2 55 GSDMD 241, AL
KB FHET, FINEEBORES SRR F1£ A 148
I ZED, 51 REL ) S0E e M142431 - K BRI AR
S, YRR TR REAERE R AL IR A O TT R AE
G I8 AH I R R R R A S BREA R F 14400, ) JX g
P M 388 A B A 9 0 e S IR R 4B, #|] NLRP3
RORE/MA RIS AR RIS AR ET A
FIT- JERE FRIVH 1B HORF Lo I Th RELT)

2.2 HHREEETRISFHLE

4 £ TR B A B i K S SO A B A 2L oy
fige, BRI 51 N BV, B B TR,
FETBINLHIZHT BT, R T SR EIC R E 2 1
RN — PR . B7EEY], Caspase-1 Fl
Caspase-4/5/11 5EET-%VJMHE, i Caspase-2/7/10
590 T-A S, BbAh, Caspase-3/8/9 S 5T
AT, PSRN . E B Sy 1 i Al
i B R A R v R A AR R ),

MR EET-—M 5N Caspase-1 K@ (i
Hi&4%) 1 Caspase-1 BRI IR (EMARZ)
2 PO, GSDMD fE 2 Figfe IR FEET
RAEWIVER . BSR Caspase-1 {14 A1 Caspase-1 3F
WAPE TR A EARAL, (B BBOE IR 217
R EER . BB R DNREE R —
Caspase-1 KR H, 2IE/IMARIETE [ GSDMD
B BTG I Caspase-1 KR 2.2 X 10* ) C I
(GSDMD-C) 1 3.1 X 10* ] N %ij (GSDMD-N) 2 #
5y o Hr GSDMD-N 7] AZEAR s T siefLRR, BP
MM -G K& S GSDMD FCH IR,

FRA “ IR, MBS “ A TE LR vE/
gy il AR S &AL, LRI S B
JE e BEVE IR, T SIS A T S
RNE R I 4H 5T N SRR, 3k — 8 R 4
W ANEIE R P #7523, [AlI, Caspase-1 44 pro-
IL-1B 5 pro-IL-18 ¥ A IEVERT IL-18, TAORK
FEAE 5P, ANFETL M Caspase-1 KA PEAIMO AT
B, TEXTME UG BB B S5 it 7 KB, Caspase-
1 B K 38 14 3% 42 1 pro-Caspase-1 ( A&+ pro-
Caspase-4/5) Al HEZ SR Z W44, T3 pro-
Caspase-4/5/11 R FERUME S EHK
fift, T RAE LAY S8 /NMA, [FIRE, B Caspase-4 34T
X} GSDMD I BIY), TR oe B LRt 1 5 4
FFET IR, 40 TR B G A i BE PR A L &
FEEEAEH . NLRP3 E/IMAS SIS FE T2 75
THLUEILE 2.

HRRAE A ORI — P F K, Caspase-4/5/11
ANGER pro-IL-1B VIFIEGEHEIE S IL-1B, 1M Caspase-
4/5 AT LKt Pro-TL-18 §1)%1 Bl sl 4 i IL-18055], Caspase-
4/5/11 %f GSDMD H)#thi&E pl KA TL-18/1L-18
PR, A& FL R SR A TS, Ak, Li
USRI, BREEBEIEIEOESL, GSDM EH
AFAEFABAMREG ) IS NLE], WSS mix A
Vi) GSDM & i Y 5 S8 A iR Bl 43 1AL AH B
VR FHRBE TBUEFT AL P B 2 Brisas L, R IR
J& 7% GSDM & H b AN T e 22 FE 1 B ML AR
Bh 14m B BT B SRR T 5 Je S AL AR .

3 NLRP3 RIENENTSHHAMRETS RA BIXFR
3.1 NLRP3 ZENMENTS RA BUZBREEE T H1H
RA 52— MG L) B & Gt pom, HIER
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Fig.2 Molecular mechanism of NLRP3 inflammasome mediated pyroptosis

BUOAE S8CE IREIA . S 55 0T8-S 1 68 98 5 1)
KA HRIRHLEPS e BRI T i & T 4
M5 B 4HARSE S 200, 7E b ZEREA NLRP3 4
E/MA T 3 TR S e R AR K AR T2 FE RA K
Joa L AR

3.0 AN AT B4R 4ERE TS B A0 i
(fibroblast-like synoviocytes, FLSs) & —#i74i T
15 A B Z R R4H A, RA H FLSs 1) 5% 0
MXZEIEETE .. E A, R REM,
FEN S EIAE . B B BRI, 2 iR
FLSs Al gl i EE T2 25 RA BIA - IR
W 5T AR, IR LR F--a0 (tumor necrosis factor-
o, TNF-0) 7£ RA-FLSs & EFE, HiBTET
NF-kB Ve AR AR T b R FE B E 0, 55— 71T,
NLRP3 % {4 /IMATE RA B35 5 575 T M/ B
B BB, I AR AR T, SRR
P A soRito . thAh, RA BF VTR IL-1B.
IL-18 FHFLER it Sl K - 5 i e AN AH L35 235 7
{57, NLRP3. Caspase-1 FZfE 1) GSDMD ) L4 &
# Eif 25 |, NLRP3 A SR A RAET- 2 5 RA
IR RE, FFATRER ST R AORE K KB [R5
312 GRdIEMET RRAIAE T RA A0
ML R 45 B ZEAE ), 75 RA FifeH, CD4'T 41
0368 T 4 2 W IR AN ATP 7= AR 23, 2617
PAAEMERAER . SCHT R IL-18 S5 P9 40 FLSs. B

%40 M A R PR AR BAH B, dad b n B R B
DRl R PR PR 2RI R AR i3E 2 REL3-641, Zhai 45(65)
AR, S{EFEXIAME, RA EH IR
AN L LG 4T ) Caspase-3+ GSDM 1 GSDME
(¥1 N 3 v B (GSDME-ND [{) 33534 . 1 GSDME-
N 7 RA B#F PZA M )RIA S RAESNERIE
FHIE, GSDME /K-FHUE ) RA B I A% 40 i BE
BT RAEFET . Wu 00/ Jie ZEO7R L RA IfiLiE Tl
I E AT S NLRP3 S8 /IMA R I i
YIS, 5l Caspase-1 MK MHAIAET- 56
5 IL-6 EN M RYE 7 BRI, HETTNE RA K
. PR, S E T N2 RA B A BT
FEFR—/NEEIATT, H NLRP3 RGE/AMATERS T
S A AE T b FIAE R FEOCBE R o AHOCHH FEXT T
IRANFRR R AT 7R RA REH B B IRER
AHR. B¥E 97 SRus HA B 2
3.2 NLRP3 KIE/MENTF RA REET IR
NLRP3 % M /A 2 H 5 R % KN & H
NLRP3 JE ) 2 SR B E B A8, FERMEMEZ
EAR SN ASC £1-4EH, pro-Caspase-1 )i
755 Caspase-1 [ H B#UE, TEHREAMHEMEER
Caspase-1. Caspase-1 1EJRAIEMARI BB, XA
SR 98 (Rl ¥~ 1EAT B 7K g AL B0, b T fie i3k TR
JAT BALIEVE () GSDMD-N, GSDMD-N L i fil4 &
TERAL, TR RN R, 0]k
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FUEE TSR AR, RIS BRI A IL-18 IL-18 554
R PR S AR M 24, INEE RA R 1 JO5E I
REOOT . AE H R OS2 /N BB B B 5T SR B
NLRP3/IL-1B 55 RA J&75 Al 2 5 kU1, [FIR, 2
TG R TR I, T8 T T 1 e e P T
fIi%0y, RA EFEHH IL-18. IL-1B A Caspase-1 7K-F
% [, NLRP3 B2 F+&, NLRP3 fid IS S
RA JEMER VAR, Zhang PR IIAE RA BE 1)
T BRLHZLRIA A S Z AR, NLRP3 480/ MA
= B0 o Zhao S U FEAIE WA L #] NLRP3/
Caspase-1 15 ‘5 IB B 7T LUA R0 IL-1B HIRIE, B
IEEETS. Sk, ISR, NLRP3 #JE/MAr]
Z 54 TLR4/NF-«B 15 S @ES IS, SR
Caspase-1 7ZKF- i, [FI IL-1B 5 IL-18 [UREHUK
/>, GSDMD A5 I 4H A T- 1A R, il
NIRRT 2 RIS, Z2F RA JRTEDY,

5T B, NLRP3 48 i /IMATE VT 2 HAR B 1)
AT A E AT ZAIER, B EE
P A T BT b 75 (M EE B R . 7R W PRI A0 I
AR, LA R S Y NLRP3 S85E/MA
et 2 NEOR R 2, MCC950 & — s FERs i 1)
NLRP3 #ifil57], FiEd40#) NEK7 5 NLRP3 %5
ANMARTRIEE G, AR CRF R X L4 0 6 52 e R 3
T RERERS0S], 11 NLRP3 & ME/MAN SR
T ATt ey IR R RIS R e, LS 2 1
JRONEAT LA PN R T RERRASUOY. [RIRE, i 4 i
AR S NLRP3 S5 R AR B3l e i/
ST AN AT 43177,
4 HHRESFF NLRP3 HAE/MEHRET L
#= RA B
4.1 HHFEERS

HZGVE T L TE RA JRIT B BLHE EREH,
AR FMLA B A0 NLRP3 S5 /MA F 30 ,
9> 1L-1B A1 1L-18 (774, KIEEPLRAE TS,
I AF SR A % TV F 3R B R 25 B0k i 4y i O T
NLRP3 #JE/ME ST Mol RA, FfHIF
2V A B B A SR E R . ARG 2 gk
FRATE RA IRTT 20T A5 AR Rl R A FH L
R 2. MR 2 FRH, 2 EAR RS AT E i e
NLRP3. jif 4 %/NF-kB/NLRP3. JAK/STAT. TLR4/
NF-kB. PI3K/Akt/NF-xB %52 Fif5 518 B sl i 125k
SO S /A A Shis S AT, WIS =&
GRS IR RN o H 24 B 1 o AN W i 24 3 S 50

& PRAFFEUEBA X RA SBFAAAER EITIEN, H
VE ML T H s T, A8 RA IIEPRIG YT B H
SEHLHTII AL
42 HHEH

EH RS, RA WARIE T XIERAT . 1
SAAR, BT “BE” Yk, W RGIBAFAE T
BT RA MEE M. HEl, ZMHAE ALK
il REUEE 2, #HT RA 7EI7 . IR
WEHT,  FLZG ML) 3 240 NLRP3 AAE/IMA
Tk, WATHMAET IR, Ik B PR 2 0E S B
SYRIT RA TH .

M A % (Baihu Guizhi Decoction, BHGZD)
Sz T RIB IR TT TR 25 07 ), B N
B MG RIT 2. BHGZD H T R MR RS &
Y15 TLR4/PI3K/Akt/NF-xB 155 i@ ¥+ BAEH
) NLRP3 J0E MBI, 1520 fE T e R,
N BHGZD #tif sl 1 RA 4244 1 i AR 25 AL
Hi 75991, EFEIRF M (Qi-Sai-Er-Sang-Dang-
Song Decoction, QSD) J&— ik #2451 77,
AT T PR B RTT RA 255, HIhao2
W98 1FE, FRIE. 1B . WFFTERIH QSD RERF(E A
Z YR MK Notch [FJREEH 1 (neurogenic locus
Notch homolog protein 1, NOTCH1). NLRP3 fll’k
R 2 I BR R -1 B 1 BRI KT, HytRAE
FHAAIE B AT B id i 40 H1] NOTCH1/NF-«B/NLRP3 {5
SIE R PRI, 4 O {i Ry IR FE [ fH] Caspase-
1/3/4/5. GSDMD. NLRP3 Fl ASC i RiKF, F
RARE R IL-1B A IL-18 HIFRIA, ABLIAE] RA ¥R
J7 A R OU . S X JiRe 2 e AIE B AT e S o 410
NLRP3/GSDMD @i KMl FLSs #5T-, MMk’
RA SCHT SR A S S, AT B8 1 DR 170l
/U021, RA FE [ BEG Hh T AR B I R R I 70
(1) 22 FPE Y, USRS ALEE I AR BH 7T Hh e A B R 2%
HGE R A RA BB BImPREEIR,  H 3 E L
I A S TR SR TG 4E M bR 1, 2R PR
R ARE KOO, b i 2 AR ik B B 35 T f Ak
FRAIETS S RA B NLRP3. Caspase-1.
ASC. IL-1B. IL-18 mRNA J & H/KF, @it i)
RA BIMAMET HZME RA BHNZBUERIER
A NLRP3/Caspase-1 15 5 18 #5415 I3 41
FETI004, =7 ml @ #) NLRP3 {558 25 0
AR BRUIMIE IL-1B &5 2ORE R 17K, elest e 7)Y
IR K BRI A5 1 () A E10ST,
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Fz2 PHFEMRS T NLRP3 KA MM TN E RA W FREHER
Table 2 Chinese herbal active ingredients for improving RA by intervening NLRP3 inflammasome and pyroptosis
T LAY W R TEFIRL SCHk
KT & AMPK T ENARFRAIRE: MIE T FLSs Kk 1% R, dt—SaMmliEt &4, #iE AMP 80
A 2 (BRI NLRP3 403 /MA B
AR NF-«kB/NLRP3 ] NF-xB {55 108 BR )30 , 240 E 40 A Mo A A A 20 £ 125 7 I NLRP3 1 Caspase- 81
1 RIB R A T
T NLRP3 BRSNS SHME G ED 5 MT I P2XTR H HRE KM G NLRP3 MA@ B iEtE,  82-83
R/ IL-1B A IL-18 FO7= A
EAMLTE. NLRP3. JAK/STAT. #idifi#% NLRP3. JAK/STAT. TLRA/NF-kB Z5i&/% K HEMH] RA HIEFT: HBIZK 1k 9%, 84-85
FABFER  TLR4INF«B HETIA0H] NLRP3 JE MARE AL AN AT, MBI & I T ik
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AMPK-adenosine monophosphate activated protein kinase; JAK-Janus kinase; STAT-signal transducer and activator of transcription; Nrf2-nuclear factor

E2 related factor 2; IkBa-inhibitor NF-kB a; HIF-1a-hypoxia inducible factor-1a; Keapl-Kelch-like ECH-associated protein 1; LysM-eGFP-lysine motif-

enhanced green fluorescent protein; PI3K-phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase; Akt-protein kinase B; TXNIP-thioredoxin-interactingprotein; HO-1-heme

oxygenase-1.
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