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Research progress on anti-depression and hepatoprotective effects of Croci Stigma
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Abstract: Xihonghua (Croci Stigma) is the dry stigma of Crocus sativus in Iris family. Its main chemical components include
terpenoids, flavonoids, anthraquinones, multi-substituted mono benzenes, cyclohexane and cyclohexene derivatives, amino acids and
alkaloids, furans, etc. It has the effects of promoting blood circulation and removing blood stasis, cooling blood and detoxification,
relieving depression, and tranquilizing the mind. In recent years, Croci Stigma and its active ingredients have been more and more used
in treatment of liver disease and depression. However, its material basis and mechanism of action are still lacking of systematic
summary. In this study, the pharmacodynamic material basis and mechanism of the anti-depression and hepatoprotective effects of
Croci Stigma and its active ingredients in recent years have been reviewed. It is expected to provide a scientific reference for the in-
depth study and further utilization of Croci Stigma in treatment of liver diseases and depression.
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BEEERR,

PULLTE NS R RHE I 211E Crocus sativus LI
FEAEsk, BAVEMAH . M. ALz
DY, V8 LT AEAE BT AAR AN ORI 77 181 0 52 A 10
#, oo (UG IEZE) el “PaaqE O AR

L, SRR ABSNLE” PR CREL IR
) gk PR ECIIR I, SRR A
2 LR (RERAED) R idgk “iateis — VI
5o DR EH FEARAE B 1 P8 20480 A e A
MBI 3G AR G A T 1 FH - Wang S5O PR 4L 1E
IKFEHU 45 24 i T A /) B AR 5B Y Dk S M
SHR AR, K R EEVE R AT RE N TR AL A
H 1o Asrari U0 PO 2L A6 K SE DU BT AR 1 FH AL
HIEATHETC, 25 R HTRA AL KBS 250 F
5 R BR /N R IR RN TR A A R (cAMP
response element binding protein, CREB) R,
et CREB 15 5@ IBOE, $emmiRtpas
[X|-¥ (brain-derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF) 1]
ik, IR IEGHIARER « Jiang SFEHRST 7 75 4L
T 7K B2 B ot DU S A B 175 5 1R /0 BT 25 4 A4 1 O/
PE e AR ML, R BLPE 20 e /K $e 4 m] it i
8 F ¥ B (protein kinase B, Akt) /4 15T
“F-1a Chypoxia inducible factor-1a,, HIF-1a) /I N
A K K F (vascular endothelial growth factor,
VEGF) {55i%, o4t f2rhm R
I K=ol ki =

WTAER, AW IT 0 P8 L0406 S s A ih
7 HOVRISE B I 5 995 (1) 245 2504 FH B AL ) R AT 25
IRO-121, fH AN P8 L0 A S HaE R “ ORI R

CHUMAES” 1F TR A BB R AT RGNS,
I, ASCH PR A R8sy R, T4 IR
ANTRIE N A3V 7 FVRICRE AN FFE s (0 4 F A AL
il SN PELLAE R FE 1 o FE DU AG 7 IR
I AT T B I PR 2 — 28 B R M S e o7
%,

1 ALLRD O

5 H a0 N A iR E 1314, PE AT AR TR AR AE

100 Z Mk &), K& E& &N iR UEY,
FAG S G510 NI e P AL ACRR AR 3L 5 0 I —
R R AR R R TR e, XN TR AT A
R, WCRAR A o0 2 PO 2T R A fL A Al
TR IFAE BT AE TS Ve o) o« AT B2 A5 ST 3 [ 2% 245
PR 7y A VU 2L R PUAIARAE A B T8 A2 35 P B
S A LS, 45 BRI G L e b AR 7 v
CLAGIRE AN VO 2L A6 IR B oA VB AR (R PU AR TS 1%, o w] R
I VP B NR R LEE 3-8 (phosphatidylinositol-
3-kinase, PI3K) /Akt {55 i i M 22 R R 5L E
¥ (mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) 15
5l R FEPUIAT A o e S OM I 2% 245
TR T VG LLAE T A VR 9T IR0 7 77 11
oy, GRGRYPUVAE AT 1. WHAAEH 1. P4
TETEFIVELLAEIRAE 19 P FETE I sy, OB R
A9 B e e R T R i 1 MR R 3R R AR KR 12
A o B X SCHR R HE B A A, PE LA R FEBUAAR AN
TRIFE FH B9 o 2tk = R P 2L RR L PH 2L AR 1,
PULTAGH 11, VUL« VO 2040 1 AL 2515 -3-0-
FEHEE (kaempferol-3-O-sophoroside, PCS-1), L
K 1.
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Fig.1 Molecular structures of main active ingredients in Croci Stigma with anti-depression and hepatoprotective effects
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2 AR ANR BT R R4 R AL R A AR AL

21 BORH

2.1.1 HMACEE  PRLLAEE R VR LLAE D R
PERC, R FLE IR T P8 L AE B AR 40 Jog LAt %
YE FIALH BT 5T 4 5 . Mohammadi S5U7M A 1% 1A
AT FUENER R (chronic unpredictable mild stress,
CUMS) 53 B K BRAMAR A R A 72 P8 248 5 1) Pl
ASVEFALE, 25 RERATELA AT 30 mg/kg REWSIE
T MAPK {5 5 BT K FEPTIIAR IS, R
RN M E R S8 Bk S
hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) 7KF- 15202 4 B itk
B4R -2 (B-cell lymphoma-2, Bel-2) IR
T-# 1 (Bcl-2 associated death promoter, Bad).
BDNF. pll. 5-HTIB &KL, KR4
NMDA Z A Xk HEH 03a R, I FECMIE
B2 J B ¥ 7K °F » Ghalandari-Shamami Z5USIHF 5% %% B
PELLAEE 25+ 50 mg/kg AT LATRG 75 & B R E075 3 1)
FSG A T P K B A5 P A RE IR AN R i A e =
WRILASER . Lu FUUEH CUMS AR AL
5 T 75 A 1 K B % 4 SRS PC12 4t B AY B B 1
ZI46H 30 mg/kg AT L@ b AR IR BRI G
W& £ MK (pituitary adenylate cyclase-activating
polypeptide, PACAP) A H: i 2 i 7118 1% 2 18
fg A CREB {5 5l %, 2% CUMS i3 (117N B AAL
FEAT M. Tao ZFPOF|H CUMS 27/ R ANAR Y,
ip PHZLAETF 10, 20, 30 mg/kg T/NE 14d, 3EM I
PUMARVE R, 25 R R P20 T LK 58 B i
KA (adult hippocampal neurogenesis, AHN)
FIWEE Wnt/B-EIRE H (B-catenin) 1, (EEAT
PARGR M R BGTE AN 734K, (BRI B A e 22 T R R
AN RERE S, R CUMS 545 [0 4 % A2 /K
JARIE Wnt/B-catenin 15 515 T . Zhang Z5PNERH Y
ZIAeHE 30 mg/kg R IE I U 0N PO R R A R B 7%
i ( nicotinamide phosphoribosyl transferase ,
NAMPT) /HH Pt i R 2 0 — 4% H B8 (nicotinamide
adenine dinucleotide, NAD") /JiER(E BEIHTTH T 1
(silent information regulator 1, SIRT1) & &5 12
PR NP (chronic restraint stress, CRS) 551
NERAMEEFEAT ). Zhang SF22UE FH IS 22 6855 S 1)/
PAMAIAERL AL, BFFPELLAETT 20, 40 mg/kg HLEESE
AHTAPE I E AL, AT R B v e s
I #% K 7B (nuclear factor-kB, NF-kB) 1 NOD
FEZ R E 45138 3 (NOD like receptor family

pyrin domain containing 3, NLRP3) {5 i@, HiK
S /)N BRI £E FEFIHIARAEAT N - Xiao Z5231F1 Alsanie
LRI RATLAAEHE 1 v DUBE SeE 4 R
iE s SERRPUEAAGRE S B N-EEAR-E B
(hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, HPA) Fli& [k H
H2E, deE /N R AARFEAEIR - Abbaszade-Cheragheali
SRS R R BLPE LT A6 EF 104 204 30 mg/kg AT PLIERE
BEARCIN S BRI, RS TR S 5 A L35 7K P, 9k
& CUMS 5 T K BARFEAT

Fh, WA AR VAL AEAS R I K
FIHSAE V6T 1F F S HALHIBEAT 7T . Xie S5O
WFFLR ], PHLLAEHT 50 me/kg REVSAT RUEk 3
5 BT BELZE PR 2 /0N BRI AR, LI AE
TIPS PIBK/AKt 155 I8 H A ) SO i
P, BB EAAVEER IR . Wu S5 A8k
AN (chronic mild stress, CMS) 55 177 8 B
W (prenatal stress, PNS) /)N ERAMARHRTY, B PEZL
TEFF 40 mg/kg 7] LUK PNS /N A KA 40
EEUN ( growth hormone secretagogue receptor,
GHSR) /PI3K {5 T, HG il o Sl ] BE 1 AH 5K
EegSEEF SN INTITREE X7 S TTES 7N HE AR KT 2 (A0 8
Tang Z5P8IRF 45 SRR PG LLAE T 30 mg/kg 7 LLIE
A EOE ALY TE IR X R H (mammalian target
of rapamycin, mTOR) {5 5 18 1% A LR o o 5 1] 43
#ilX (ventral tegmental area, VTA) 1% AL
A TG, BE AT B2 JZ  (medial prefrontal
cortex, mPFC) [HFZ S f ] BEPE, Mg 1-H
Fe-4- K F-1,2,3,6- DU SURERE 75 3 O L 2 12 i < AR /)
SR AEAT A o

25 b, VELLAETH IR YT FVHIAE A FH AL 3 2298
2T PI3K/AKt {758, 75 MAPK 1552
¥\ T VTA/mPFC 15 5@ 77 PACAP {55
W ] NF-«B 1 NLRP3 {5 5@ 8% 5% AHN
S Wnt/B-catenin B . %2 GHSR/PI3K 55
W B NAMPT/NAD/SIRTI {5 5l . M3
PRGN HoRPTEALRE ). B HPA BHANG R
H 54,
2.1.2 RS HIEVE 9 ANARE ARSI 2,
HRBAAERMEA R ER . GRS Y 5EH T
BRAE L AMBR B 3 T, S AT RE g A . 7
LLAEH N E AL B 9K R 29, DY A BRBO, g
ARBI Xy AB2EEA TR0 i 75 3 I R 0 B
TRAPER, R BRI BRI h T R R R
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F41 (alanine aminotransferase, ALT). REAZIRE
HEEFEME (aspartate aminotransferase, AST) S 14
RIS (alkaline phosphatase, ALP) 7K, P#{K4E
A REEAR BN WK, FEA LTS 2EE PR i e
RFEA F-o (tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-o). 4
i f~%-1B Cinterleukin-1B, IL-1B) A NF-xB 7K°F-,
XU JHF A 0 1 B A S A7 ) S 23 5 4

VOLLAETEN v 2 S 405t B OR4P 1
H, Tawfik SEEFT 45 SRR UL 200 mg/kg
A HTEAL . BRI v 54T B0 K U
0 ORI I IEZH A

VOLTAEE R s H H e 54351 R 25 2R 1561,
RFAKFFCT . MEABS-391, e fh 25 RO T 47
P, F A AL SR > B R &Y,
W Toll #3524k 4 (Toll-like receptors 4, TLR4) /
PI3K/mTOR % HLF4Efl. ST, TLRA/EEF:
A 88(myeloid differentiation primary-response
protein 88, MyD88) /NF-kB p50 155 5#4bL A K K
“f-B (transforming growth factor-B, TGF-) /BMP
W WS RS F T (BMP down-regulation
and activin membrane bound inhibitor, BAMBD) 15
Ty FIARAZPERZER-9 (microRNA-9, miR-9) 5
miRNA-29 SZARFIHIH] p38 MAPK. p53 A& R
K4 Z R H H -3 (cystein-asparate protease-3
Caspase-3) IS -

PO ZLAEH 0T HEPORS 1 5 7 1 ¢ (nonalcoholic
steatohepatitis, NASH) 1421, G145 2 IfiL AR 7 1431
JHF P S AL P R A0 0 (440 L W PR s (495 0 7 | 1)
1510 BA PR VB F o 0 Mard 042 H PE 248 H 100
mg/kg X NASH /NRBEAT ip 4525 21d, RIGITAH
ANBRILTE AR BT RS 1 5 8 A SR S =
e RS, PR B A Bt H IR A ALY B
(glutathione peroxidase, GSH-Px) ALY EAL
1§ (superoxide dismutase, SOD) HIiE 458, &
TR Al (fatty acid synthase, Fas). Caspase-3+ NF-
KB J TNF-o S NFRGE T F#, R, J677 4L 4]
JHAH BV B0 EE 45 SRR W], VRALAEH AT AR IR
JTAEME S RAEIRIE S ERIEAL . 1245 RARWITHLLAE
HIRYT NASH 1 FHLE AT 5 4] S8 A0 RO
Fas JUT- 2 A4(5 5% . 734, Luo FEHIHT 55 R 7Y
ZLAETE 20 mg/kg T DLIE R G B H IR I AL 2R
(adenosine phosphate activated protein kinase,
AMPK) {55 BB db/db /B IEAE A8

Liu IG5 R B PG 4L AR 50 mg/kg X 70 11 B
1t 1755 00 B £ 2 AR e AT 5000 K SR 4% 7
PR3 E Rl B e s R 7~ B2 MR 1 2
(nuclear factor elytroid-derived factor 2-related factor,
Nrf2) /4L A A -1 (heme oxygenase-1, HO-1)
T, RN A RO T SEEE . Akbari
ST T A R R WD ZLAE T 200 mg/kg RIS | i
Nrf2 A #iE, T miR-122. miR-34a Al p53 &
FIRRIE, AR (AST. ALT. ALP), #£
m LA GEE RS M [SOD. GSH-Px. it b &
(catalase, CAT) ] 238 K 5 HH T FHF U Sk i P9 5 |
454 . Karayakali S54SR R M PTLLAEH 200
mg/kg FIAERR SRR R PRI K B E 2R 5 4
RIEPR AT UEAAER -

2.2 TPHLI1EER

221 HPHBAE KRR AELOIS PE 2L R L T
(R A AR R B o) 77 2Bt 9 1 i 1 Fe AT 4 T
M. SE5RH, ML E ORI S )E, %
WEWAAE BB R A KRS, el T AL
1eIR . BEfS, PHLLAeiRiE NILBIEIR R4, FHa) 2
ARG RE A HEWTGLLAE T AEAR A RIS 1
I OG8E 7r T AR AT REAE HOKME P M) —— DU 2R . T
FEW, VELAAERAAHIAER], Lin Z4740H]
CUMS A1 CRS T [/ RAMABEE R, IRASR T
PHLIAERR 10~80 mg/kg FIPTHIARLE ML . 16T
FoAEn 1 VHLLAERR BUAIAR ROCR 1 2 AL, A4
%7 MAPK {5 5400k, T E a1, i
FIRACHHIEAE L M P2 JORE R R AR KB IR 22 7T
MPET: . BhAh, Lin SEW48IHE— D 1FAG 7 V448
2 20 40 F1 80 mg/kg % CRS M/ R PRd 47t
VRIS U VA PR RS 5T ) R I () S I AE ML o 45
REIR, WA 40 mgkg A RIEHHIAAEE
., @25 JE R0 AN 3 h, JF HHACR e ¢
g/ 2 d. BB R, TUAIERRZ T LLRE
W R AP BTANARVE F 5 32 202 @ i BUE PI3BK/Akt
F IR SRS EE A RIS,
M RA2 7 CRS 15T 1/ RN RAE R4
Jet A .

2.2.2 JHMESIH  VELLACRRAIE S0 ARG L AR DT
JF9% (nonalcoholic fatty liver disease, NAFLD) H
A RZPNAITER, Xu SEBORFH M 2% 273 2 HR
FEEEINYSLIRIRTE T PHLLAER AT NAFLD i
VR S, 25 R PLAERR 104 30, 50 mg/kg
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AL I DA R, SR R OB, E I N2 Al
HO-1 BJ3RIE, T i iR I 75 2 8 NAFLD /)
SRR HERR S T VeI 2 A DhRebediG . [RIRY, Xu
SRR PPULL AR 1.1~10.0 pmol/L w] 3@ i 15
N IEH 102 4 H FHBE 1 0 A5 5 o 1 28 b A T e i
ok NAFLD. FUafERIcn] AR 254 F0 H
At R AT S BT 505 . G0 Liu 250285 78 K BTG £ 4%
g 25. 50 mg/kg AT LB BGE Nrf2 {5 58 417
A BRI JEE S R, AT ORFF B = Ak — it
AR B ATFZE 2R . Sreekanth Z553H]F 57 3% B PR 41 1e B8
50 mg/kg BT AVATT G2 1 176 0 2 G/ KR 1)
iR E= % ISR k=R AR S (4 -a o L
o NF-«B A A %

2.3 THLITEEE

231 HWACRE  PHLLAERE & 7E AL AE MR DS A SR
FERIE, Chen ZE54006} DLTE LT AR N 32 BTG PR AR 43
Z — [P PO LL ARG T ) BU AR A A ALl 47
T, GERRI 2%~ 6% UL LG 7] LLKGE CUMS
FHF 5N/ RIBEAT N S H B K i
5-HT. Z @M%, BDNF S#& /KT, MAPK/
CREBI1/BDNF {5 ‘58 % 1] fig /& H R FEHT AR AF H
EEEE . —. HAr, ST esinmie
BLEI IR FEA SR =, TR Bt — B IR R

232 RS PHLLIERERT NAFLD FlE R IE 3
B Fik BEL W B 350 0 B 4534 3804 7697/ FH - Sabir 2605518
it ig PHZLAERE 250, 500 mg/kg T AR IR S 1)
NAFLD /M, 258 ERIZIAIT B &b 7/ BT
MR AR B, FFES. AFEEIEPE. IR SR
LRI EAL N B S o EE A .
TEERINO?T BIREE. [FIR, PHLLAEREIE YT ISR
7 CAT #1 SOD /KPR FmE, WE T A HKRS
B2 4y, BFE S IR H K. GSH-Px FIZ bt H ik fin
R IR K. Ak, /SRR A ) TNF-a 7K
SRR 5 AU P AT DA . 7R 4 200 B 22 0
g, PHLAEREVR T AR/ T R I T B
e, FARRIONIRITANE . ABREEAS A AE T
R E W, B DAEse T P AR TR i
NAFLD &3/ FEVE 53 77 T A 8 . ok, k5 241K
PrHI et — Dok 7 R4 AL REVE NPT NAFLD %
FEVRIT 25N . Ozkecect 25056 I B T I 50
K FEWT (infrarenal aortic clamping, IRAC) 531K
BT A543 B 6} LU YAl PR AT AR S 100 mg/kg FIPE AT
16 100 mg/kg K HAER, AL R R P48

T 2 A ALT FI AST 7KF, TPHZLAEHA AT
T PA% AST 7K-F; dHZUR 3 24 45 R WA TG a0 46
VG LA A e vk D FF SE Y9k . SORE 4 B IT B AN
kupffer £, {H PG AL SUR 220 7 = TV 40
s PR b 2oy M AR P A A R 41
TEIE ) RE PG Bel-2 AH2% X & (Bcl-2 associated
X protein, Bax) Fll Caspase-3 FIKik, (HIGL /L
FEMIK Caspase-3 FRIAMIFEE = T PRLLAET, P4 i
T PR Bax SRIA MR FE T VG 446 RE
2.4 PCS-1
241 AMAHREE  PCS-1 2 VHETAeH 15 B 2 3 2
932, Wang TR FL45 KW PCS-1 12.5. 25.0,
50.0 pmol/L W] PAZK 5 K2 51 i 755 1) PC12 ZH 453
i SEACROEAN SRE R A PCS-1 Refigf
HBE/N UK Z98 Neuro-2a A EARIZ TR
fil (3G N; PCS-1 10 20 mg/kg A 5535 M3 52 )i i
FT CUMS /s RS P HAREAT N, {23k BDNF
PR, Wk S B AE 5 3 R EE NLRP3 #if
28 9RE, FLPUHERE FILE AT e 9o AMPK {55
R
242 JHMESIE  Ye ZESSIPEAL T PCS-1 FEZZfiAL
TR E AR T B K B H T4 BRL-3A Ak
REFOT IR . SRR TR, 2 PCS-1 ik E
N 25, 504 100 pg/mL K, FHAES B ERT-PTIA
g (G145 SOD. CAT MIAMEH ) Mg, kb
Caspase-3 1 Caspase-9 &k, [FINf, PCS-1 ik
3% 1 Bcl-2. Kelch #£ ECH <& A 1. Nrf2 1 HO-
1 ERIEIKF, T 7% 5 28 —E b B S g
IL-6 1 NF-xB-9 [f1RIA . XL ILFEER, HRL
AR T ORUT A AT R R A AR A . HE
PCS-1 HJIX— R FIMEH v Ge A T H A % 1P
. P T RBLRBES
3 i

AR A R, ARE S R 2 (A1
SRR BRI R EHM” M S ENG
MBS b FFAEEA B, S E % TheE,
MRS, ANRE g aiE, RZWESH
U G B S AAAERREIR o [RIk, R S 5 W AT i
VAR “RFARS T B “FFABAGK . SRR R B
KA QRN F2RE . TR T 1 4 2 X A
WG, Bl RAFAARES . P 2 &5 i, Fr L,
FIHIRE 5 R0 2 IRIA7AE 52 44 BRI U] R IG , SR 17T
IX 2 P e (1 B 22 4 1 oK 78 A B



FED 2024FE 11 H B55% 218 Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 2024 November Vol. 55 No. 21

* 7535

KT RGLFIR T AR E N AMIF 78 X PE 4L
6 BLIE A B TE VR T AIRE AT IR0 5 T R AT
FRS, IRANIRDT T VB AEE R BLE] . B R B,
PHZLIERR . PUZLiet . PHZLAEmE )% PCS-1 %6 2%
PERGSY, FEBUIIAERFICRITF 7 T B HEAEH . X4t
BB ST PI3K/AKt {55 I8E . MAPK 552
C RN 7B TR #E . 4] NF-«B Al NLRP3 {5518 1% .
WOE mTOR. G 9RPLAMLRE /1. B & HPA HhANTERR
FI 2, 3958 AHN A1EGE Wnt/B-catenin J# P . K
2 GHSR/PBK 15 5@ . #i& NAMPT/NAD"/
SIRT1 15 5. % AMPK 15 55 7, &
PR TR R . RIS, 8T NF-«B {5

FOAHRAE

>
JFF R 597

JIEH. AMPK {5 5. MAPK {5 58 . TGF-
B/BAMBI 15 ‘i, Nrf2/HO-1 {55 iEH. TLR4/
PI3K/mTOR 15 5 il . TLR4/MyD88/NF-«kB p50 {5
5 IE A AKt/HIF-1o/VEGF 155 38 B8 2%, X FFi4% «
U P77 PR F P ffe . 8 9 453 45 5 JF J it 2 IR e
RAFIVATT RO . (HAE RN, THLaie e Hm v
73 38 7T NF-xB {5 5l #% . AMPK {5 5 i % A1
MAPK {5 5% AR BT . PreEmati 1k
F, AT REAE UMD AR PR 22 ELAE AL,
DB 20 X —RIWHE = AAE 5 I 2595
LRIt TR A, WONIm PRI T A2 K $d
BT B R

—

TLR4/MyD88/NF-kB p50fs5 5 il

i_pﬁ e T
NAMPT/NAD*/SIRT 115 5 i & I
\ R HLR | GHSR/PI3K{% i I
N —— | o |
UL, HUAT: I PACAP(5 5 il
Wht/B-cateninifi # I
@G || e
Y - NF-kBfs 5 il ##
(o) N s
= - AMPK {55 58 %
e ' MAPK {55 il #
1L ZE8-3-
(o-ﬁﬁﬁ } l TGE-B/BAMBI(% =il |
k. e s
- Nrf2/HO- 15 % 88 |
BT, WAL |

I
I
| TLR4/PI3K/mTOR{ 5 i
I
I

AKt/HIF-10/VEGF{5 5 i i

B2 FAOEREEMR SRR LS

Fig. 2 Anti-depression and hepatoprotective mechanism of Croci Stigma and its active ingredients

ARSCMIRNAR R VG LLAE R R R, 4
WIR T AN R o 2 V6T SRIRE AT R A
T8 R LA AR B A AL o X AN PE 4L
A L FLE A B 23 VR 9T FVRISAE AT B 1R 14 1R
o RSRYEIR LAY, [FOIE R 255 AL 1A
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