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Research progress on odor changes of traditional Chinese medicine processing
and its analysis techniques
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Abstract: Odor is one of the most important quality markers of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). All kinds of TCM have unique
odors, which come from the volatile components of TCM. TCM may produce unique odor changes during processing, which is also
an important indicator to judge the processing degree of decoction pieces. More and more scholars are studying odor changes, their
material basis and internal change mechanism during TCM processing, and odor analysis methods are changing rapidly. The main
changes, their material basis and common detection techniques of TCM processing odor were reviewed, and the existing problems in
the study of TCM processing odor were proposed, providing reference for the analysis of TCM decoction pieces processing odor.
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Fig.1 Common odor changes and material basis in traditional Chinese medicine processing
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