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Research progress on traditional Chinese medicine against vulvovaginal
candidiasis through immune regulation
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Abstract: The incidence of vulvovaginal candidiasis (VVC) has been on the rise in recent years. The resistance of strains to first-line
antifungal drugs such as fluconazole has become increasingly severe due to long-term use. The treatment of VVC with traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) has the advantages of low adverse effect, low recurrence rate and low drug resistance. In addition to its direct
effect on the fungus, the treatment of VVC exerts its effect mainly through the regulation of the immune function of the organism. By
reviewing the latest research progress on the mechanism of TCM’s action on VVC from the perspective of immunomodulation in recent
years, we can provide new ideas or reference for TCM intervention of VVC.
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VVC B ERE RGPS, SERBEA S )
BRI R R —E WER, B ARG
PRI, VVC IR JEAR S ERE 518 E IAEE R,
DI, i 2 130 3 I 8 2 I 203 R R B3 1
S G RIEVERAGAE VVC KIRHLE] 5 B
Aol PR, P TE B S BB T VVC IR YT
BRHEIE,

1 FHEBHIAEEBRZENR VVC
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PR ER VVC B B IEHERER . 2 EEE . #E K
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[ IR ) R R A S A g A B TR R d s 1R R
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ORI LR AT R 2k T AS DU B I S BR R, RN
VVC FaITER, AHIX MY S BLRR Z AL
Hil H AT MANE 2, TRE S ALER A AR s
TOBR TR I E M BRI RE R K .
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AR 22T B IE AR B EOp R A 7 AR R .
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H R A B - 0 3 B Rl R F (stimulator of
interferon genes, STING) {5 5%, STING if—F
TP Z WA T 3 (interferon regulatory factor
3, IRF3) W&, 3 1 BT IRE AT EE
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TLR). C 4 §E4E % 52 1A (C-type lectin receptor, CLR)
] Bymr LU E S BR R, R,

H AT RIS B BRI GE UIAHK ) NLR &
B NLR #E [ 458938 3(NLR family pyrin domain
containing 3, NLRP3), % NLR %K% CARD HEH
4 (NLR-family CARD domain- containing protein 4,
NLRC4) #4451, 24 VVC KA, 7EH&BREIIME
R, BITE R 29 E VR4 ) TLR/BAE 7346 [
¥ 88 (myeloid differentiation factor 88, MyD88) 5
Dectin- 1/ IIEB% 2 BRI (spleen tyrosine kinase,
Syk) {5 SR E ARIE B, #UE NLRP3 £
FE/MA, AT R R4 R TL-18 A IL-18, &k
IoFJ 3 285 B A 28 S RE PR A5 0-47) . B SRS I 2k
FHIETERY AT VVC /N R B 1E 42
NLRP3. #HT-AHKHE 8K 1 (apoptosis associated
speck-like protein containing a CARD, ASC). ¥/t
FIRRA AR E -1 (cystein-asparate protease-1,
Caspase-1). Dectin-1. Syk. MyD88. TLR2. TLR4
F % RF-xB (nuclear factor-kB, NF-«xB) HIZEHE
15, FEKIL-18. IL-18 S 48RE R T /K F, R ZH
2] LUE L TLRs/MyDS8 5 Dectin-1/Syk {55
WEE, %] NLRP3 #GE/Maad BEvdA, AT 22
VVC HIERIALE . Hu ZEWTR I H L5571 T fF iR
B8 25 03 T 400 O R R R GRS T Y B4
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HEF 22 M S5 20 2 2] BAR IS 2
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MYEYT VVC /NG, NLRP3. ASC. Caspase-1 ()
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R NLRP3 SAE/IMARL BV, I84% SAETT
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NLRP3 % AE /M f H &7 2 3 5 H BE 713 400
NLRP3 R/ IMEA 75 32— B W 7T
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FERIFT1E NLRP3 #5E Macid FEE AL ) i 1215 5
M—& H B C3 (protein kinase C§, PKCS) /
NLRC4/IL-1Ra fili, {HiZ A5 5 H5CH Yeiah, w2t
T RH RSP ZE SN VVC KR
JTIRAE T BT RIS . SIS HIE SR B 3k 55
7 IE T B 52 Oy T DL 1 0 PKCS/NLRCA4/IL-
1Ra {5551, N NLRP3 RAE/MA ) FeIk, 14
il SR 7 IL-18 A IL-18 774, RIEIRIT VVC
HIEH -

RAEMARBOEZ 5 TIRGAERIE. B & %%
TR Z PRI KA . RRE M 73 & IR
L MR, ZRMET T LT PAZ BRI IE
IBILTEM Caspase-1 #47, MAFA IR EEAFAE
Ty, @idiEik Caspase-4/5/11 VIE|E
W) gasdermin D F_F AT FL S BTl S AE A 7 TL-1B Al
IL-18, P ARIEMEMEES) BT, T2y s
RREMEIEST BFE VVC 1E N AH BRI FL K 2
BT RMER, MEZ X HES ORI,
PRI, A e RS rp 242 5l YR 3 R 4
W AR Mg A% LLGZ A 138 b B A0 2 e PR A T VA
J7 VVC.
142 Fif CLR Z# CLR 772 5HUAKHIA
ERE A IR N, XS R ZALHE Dectin-1.
Dectin-2. Dectin-3+ Mincle. DC-SIGN. H #& ikt
FRAAEE . HAN Dectin-1 5 & ERE 2 798 R A
BB, Dectin-1 R BB 400 EE ) B-76 SE0H
ASERIBLG Syk, @I Syk MK RIHEM A Y 2 Fb
AR E 5l B3 B A . AR RS TL-
6+ IL-23. IL-1B. TNF-o 25 4 i M40 R+ Atk
DRI f = AR 7581, Horbr, Syk AR 3= BRIl 4
SR NF-«B 36 16 75 30, B Syk/ 8% Jl§ B Cy2
( phosphatidylinositol-specific phospholipase Cy2,
PLCy2) /Mt RE OB H £ EHE 9 (Caspase
recruitment domain-containing protein 9, CADR9) /
NF-«B {5 516 T #2059, Syk R 284 ) 2 5d i 22

RIR/ TR IR BAEE/NF-xB % S B L R4
T FR0,

AV (Kangbainian Lotion, KBN) J&
W, =AW, KEM. WrE. FESh G
MEEsed), BAERMERII WK EZHT vve
IIEITIO0, 7 VVC BEL /N R 138 N 45 T KBN 1697
Jii » KBN i i /%5 Dectin-1/Syk/PLCy2/CADRY/NF-
kB 55, B E R L 2 b 9 0E K F TNF-
o IL-1B F1IL-6 ik, MIMZEAE VVC /NI FiE
RRE SN o B0 NFHIE )7 VK2/E6ET 4H A I 4 o1
SIS IS IE T KBN X —/ERHLH], F8 KBN #J
DL i 0] Dectin-1 fil & (1) Syk Wi 28445 =i %,
G2 VVC I 38 20E SN s Sk S A IR b
T RERE S 9 R R YT . IEFER R,
ZE VVC BEWER R, #— e
T %GR &2, Yang ZESIZE %) VVC /N R
WEFE RS, Fk &% v Lo i Dectin-1+ Syk-
CARDY M1 NF-kB If] mRNA 5&ARILKF, £
%245 0] DL T Dectin-1/Syk 15 538 B 1) & FE %}
VVC HFIRITER

TE R & T 5 B SR AT ) T 25 5
WS EEEMEE. SRk, WS Th
RO, [l RRICIFEAR AN SLEG HIE S, VR 1 S RE IR
VK2/E6E7 4iHfi ] TLR4 ik ] NF-xB HIiE L
KR AAE R 7o, BHIE 2k JORE S o kdE16s]
YERE 1S PERNLHIEAT T — 085, RILE
F 1 SArEd i Dectin-1 bz Syk 21 R il J&5 36
SVERIE N . EIRFE A B T 1 ST
VVC K153 FHL
2 PHFTHERER S RZI VVC

A A Sl FE RO NAE VVC I R
FEAER, HLIRELREE T A T 1S B
RELEREWNS S T VVC R AR RS,

2.1 VETSEENME T 48AE 1 (T helper 1 cell, Th1) /
Th2 fREFE% VVC B0

T MM EA =R R, 5t CD4Y T 4
5, HYIUG T eI WA Z AR T 40
B, PATAFEMRZEThEE, K, Thl 4ifgim it
SRUARY IL-2 y TR EMMEE TN F P P R
KL, SR IEMER . H B R R S L R
YIRS Th2 A s 73 IL-4. IL-5. IL-10.
IL-13 ZEAH M R 1A AR IR S N, I 5 0 Bk e
s S Y FHOCOT-081 . — AN, Th1/Th2 P ) 4k
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Fr Xt T2 MU S R S B 1b 8 RE M3 2 22 Foh e
973 0 R A 58 0 B 000,

R, VVC B IEREs+ IL-2. IL-
12 WEEROEH N3 FRAC, 1 IL-10 23 B, 42
7N VVC BEBRIE R Thl U ThEE 2 20305,
TPEDNRE R AR, HEH ., 5, LIRSS
29 RV R 2R S A 98 T A BRI TG )
VVC BFH WS EERF IL-2. IL-12 B3 EF, IL-
10 B3& N, U HAERNLHISRE Thl 40H7)
AE, HY5ER Y1 R s R AR O IR UK
RO IE R AR I R L F TR 97 G VVC TE
PN [ 2SS BRI 6 72730, AR U@ R 4G I R VVC
BEUWH IL-10 BIKF, YONIRIE Fite nT feiE
T R e AR TIL-10 LLIEEVAIT VVC 1B .
Li UM 40 Bite 5 VK2/EGET 4 it [R5 97 )5
KL IL-2 K38 hn, 1 IL-4 G hnie R Ak,
DR, AR 10 B 1R 97 VVC AT RES 5 Thl/Th2
PTA K.

R R A S —FAEAE T AR 2R B
RACED), AMUIH A&k A K, BEX vve
SR TR PRAIT 9T B AR A1 20 Hf 52 560 5 B S 56 Hh 500
S, HEAEHEM A fEHE, IL-2. y TIREKFE
Z L, 1L-4. IL-10 K FREZE T, R0
I AT Th1/Th2 ~Fl LSS 15 3238 B M S T va
J7 VVCUST, AT Uiz 66 207 Y Bkl ke v I
VVC i}, IL-2. TNF-a. y T ZEAKFRET &, IL-
4, IL-10 7K-FREf%, 2 BH 120 H I 7t mT i 5
Th1/Th2 ~F47, {2315 3 % 5% D 58 Pk &m0 fif ok
VVCU8, B2l U9 5E 7 %697 RVVC B
FAWIN NSRS Thl/Th2 “FH5H <.

& & RN R AR ) 28, T Thl 5%
Th2 AHAEHE A IUA R R R X IL-2. ¢y TR
g 114+ TL-10 2840 J R 7/ B, Sk — ks
AR 7 4 (10 % S PR 1 40 Th 48 /i i) T-bet A2 Th2
HARIY GATA3 KB 7K DL AERfHL S Bt Thl 5
Th2 4HBETEALEI/KF:, BAk b 255 Thl 5 Th2
1T ()R YA
2.2 A% Th17 48BEXT VVC BISZNT

Th17 40 F B =4 IL-17A TL-21. 1L-22 454
MIER -, @ EeE B AL 35 PMN. PP AR
IS FH 2 B0 S5 A4 AT 23 5 LR 3 1 0 A e R
R80T, SE e — R EE s, BAE L
B  TEPVRTE. THEL Y. FURIEM . AENLEE

DR, =K ARNER B2 AT Bk iG)T 2
T8 o DL Z B3 BV P T G P S S i K
PO O BR T A W IR ROCR B, X VVC A R
LF DS, HALH ] R (5 5 7% A
WA 3 EE R Thl7 40f 71k, feidk IL-17A
ek, PEAEF Thl7 &P R DR A kb, 4
LZHARFWPIR . P EIERBY, HAmiRK
Yk 6-EHER . 6-LIMMmHEA R AMUEAF A
WEREIEH, S REWBARITE, IL-17 S8R
FF R, I SORE SN B ek R 186891, HEN AR 2242
W B & i 1t o AT RE S K E. Thl7 Al fR
PEFTE B R TR K.

FAEET T 40 AbERE, Th17 20 A A B0
FHXTE . H 2005 %40 BV AE DL A I e L
K, R HZ 5 A PR FAE F BB 7 A B AiE
Foxf VVC [RI52m B h 25245 Th17 20+
VVC HIBLHA frdt— PR .

23 (RHREKERD WX VVC BRI

B RPEAE VVC RRIERIEREARR. 1E
WEOLT, BIENFE—EKFRRZERER G
(immunoglobulin G, IgG). IgM. IgA } IgE. *4FH
TR AR, 37 TgA (secretory IgA, SIgA)
J 1gG 7K ARIR LI B R, BT, H £ B T R
JEy B GRy EEWAY) SIgA Al FIEEER, JERRIAE
JR4k, MR NG; 1gG REMSE st B VR4 & H
SR A LR IO SR ARD0) 2Rt e PR IE R
FEAEBRIE N4 24 5, 5 fe 4 v B 2 e i i)
SIgA. IgG 7K1, fermix serp 24 a] LU /2 1 SIgA.
1G53 b LI BEL W 8 Bf B 0 [ 38 265 12 1 285 B A 42
2%, M2 AR 138 R B b Rz A0 P A 453 4731192

R R — B ERHEY), HT S A R
Y. B B HA REFPUR . PrEfEHE. AR
WA —E RSN E S BREEHPY, DU w1
INBIE R ) [gM ik KIERT VVC BIIRIT 1R,
3 HESRE

HH AR SR TR ) BT B R F A R A
29, (HHEXT VC MFIEHEARAR K
REIMIRE K A G TN 2555 mi 061, i 2iida] LA
TIPS A G G R E Y, ST 24 B PR PR
2, B MR 2 AN R RS & T VVC 1
BT . EMRIERZ, En] Lo sl e
RIEPL VVC Thak (B 1. ARSI R EE T
2R T RSB IE T AP VVC BI1EH
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Fig.1 Mechanism of action of traditional Chinese medicine in treatment of VVC through immunomodulation

EHLEIEEFC, RIS &2k B A PEER,
A DU I G 2 AR BT VVC, (EAE AL
FAVE R TP RN HAT T 259697 VVC 11
WRMGFAEEZAL, FERMAELITILE: (D
HHZGHT VVC [l RS A TSR AN 2, IRk, A5 4
BRI FIRR T VVC B9, xR4T B Szfr
WE; (20 Wit VVC TER MR B AR,
P EEFIR T RIERE T R T R ME,
AR 200 i S5 50 2 1 A 928 2L R PRI RH D F B A AT ARSI
LINKIX EEFR bR AR J5 B R LIRS (3D
H 80 AE R 5 S 10 S 2R B IE 2R ) vve
BT R A T8 SRR AL, AR IR IR LA
R Z R E R RVVC B, Bk, A 0%Ee)
## RVVC BLRY, SN FL A 25T 1 RVVC B45E %=
fitt; (4) RERSERETIZ5IK VVC B F E R,
ERAZERR], EFERGE SRR PSRN SE
SR MIEIR 7 B AW T &, S ER
B VVC 5 B BRE e VVC R R R EE J 1 1
(1 22 53 B AE R AL AN e a4l ], DRk, AR
R FTAEASERE TR VVC FIRFALHEA
RN (5 HEMEFTEZ AT A O RgG 2577 5,
MR _ G AS DR 2y w24 I 77 sl i 711 5 1
T JRHeR 210720, IXEeZWRR 1 13E NI B
HREERAN, WARLEXS BB R e e Ry 1B,
BRI, %) 206 28 TR 2 A FH IR 7 e B LB R IX
S 25E FIMLEL (6) RS HIR H AT A, i&
R fE VVC FIE A Wl A e, EAHE

I T S ST A R e oo I A R 4 ) P
P, WUEERPE G T R KA E, A
T HNEHEAE VVC IR A DU p 2o Feifds
FERERISZ I ARG, Bk, ARG S
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