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Abstract: Objective To clarify the current situation of Gancao (Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma) research, to grasp the research
hotspots and frontier dynamics, and to provide scientific reference and theoretical basis for the scientific research and innovation of
Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma and the development of the Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma industry under the new economic normal.
Methods Literature on Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma was searched from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2021 on the data platform
of core academic journals in and out of China, Coocation (COOC) software was used for data processing and screening, and VOSviewer
visualization technology was used to sort out and summarize the research hotspots, frontier dynamics, and temporal and geographic

distributions of the research topics of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma in terms of countries, institutions, authors, keywords, and journals.
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Results Between 2000 and 2021, the overall trend of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma research publications showed a multifaceted
growth. China is the core country of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma research, and domestic medical colleges and universities are the
main institutions of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma research. In the international scientific research environment, Glycyrrhizae Radix
et Rhizoma is mainly positioned as “natural medicine Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma”, and the research theme focuses on the active
ingredients, pharmacological activity, mechanism of action, and growth characteristics of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma; In China,
most of the research focuses on “Chinese medicine Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma”, and a large number of scientific research results
have been accumulated in terms of clinical efficacy of Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma and compound prescription and summarization
of medication experience. Conclusion Licorice research has entered a diversified, in-depth, and stable development stage, and future
research will mainly complement and expand the existing research results. Data mining of medication experience and analysis of

traditional medication patterns are popular research topics in Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma at this stage.
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Fig. 1 Overview of international publications on Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma research
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Fig. 2 Overview of publications on Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma research in China
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