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Abstract: Objective Orbit database was used to visually analyze the research situation of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) health
food in recent years. Methods From the perspective of global patents, this article analyzed the technical theme of TCM health food,
focusing on the application countries or regions, time and distribution of main applicants related to health food of TCM since 2016,
and conducted branch and cluster analysis of technologies. Results On the whole, the application amount of TCM health products
has been in a stable state of high application amount, and TCM health food is in a high-speed and stable development period of the
patent life cycle. According to the technical distribution, the patent application countries/regions for TCM health food since 2016 are
mainly China, followed by South Korea, the United States, India, the European Union and Japan. Among them, the development of
TCM health food technology is the most stable, and China has been in an absolute advantage in this technology field since 2016.
According to the technical composition, the focus of technology is pharmaceutical and food chemistry. Collective clustering shows
that changing the nutritional properties of food, nutritional products, their preparation or processing is a hot cluster. Conclusion
Although there is a huge volume of patent applications for technologies related to TCM health food, effective patent protection has not
yet been formed. The innovation subject needs more targeted layout of research and development to improve the innovation level.
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Fig.1 Global patent applications for traditional Chinese

medicine health food
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Fig. 4 Country (region)-time distribution of patent applications for traditional Chinese medicine health food
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Fig. 5 Applicant-country (region) distribution of patents for traditional Chinese medicine health food
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Fig. 6 Applicant-legal status distribution of patents for traditional Chinese medicine health food
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