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Research progress on medication patterns and pharmacology of traditional
Chinese medicine for treating cholangiocarcinoma based on syndrome
differentiation
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Abstract: Cholangiocarcinoma is a major disease that results from the progression of pre-existing lesions including cholestasis, bile
duct stones, cirrhosis, autoimmune liver disease, and hepatitis. This paper summarizes the five common traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) syndrome types of cholangiocarcinoma in clinical diagnosis and treatment, and then analyzes the most commonly used clinical
prescriptions for each syndrome type. Based on analysis of frequency and compatibility of medicines, key herbal products are selected
and categorized into three parts: harmonizing liver and invigorating spleen medicines, clearing heat and eliminating dampness
medicines, and medicines with other effects. Additionally, the paper summarizes relevant research progress from a pharmacological
perspective. This paper systematically sorts out the compatibility of medicines for TCM syndrome differentiation and treatment of
cholangiocarcinoma, serving as a reference for clinical diagnosis and treatment of cholangiocarcinoma, as well as for the development
of innovative TCM for the treatment of cholangiocarcinoma.
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Fig. 1 Relationship between stage of cholangiocarcinoma

and traditional Chinese medicine syndrome
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Fig. 2 Screening of key drugs in treatment of cholangiocarcinoma
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