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Research progress on mechanism of triterpenoids in prevention and treatment of
knee osteoarthritis
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Abstract: Knee osteoarthritis (KOA) is a knee functional degenerative disease that can seriously affect the quality of life of patients,
and has become one of the most disabling diseases in the world. The treatment of KOA by traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has a
long history and broad application prospects, which can effectively make up for the deficiency of modern medical treatment of KOA.
Triterpenoids in TCM have a good effect on the prevention and treatment of KOA, and can delay the process of KOA by inhibiting
inflammation, anti-oxidative stress, inhibiting chondrocyte apoptosis, promoting chondrocyte proliferation, and synthesizing collagen,
which have the characteristics of multi-target synergism. This mechanism of TCM triterpenoids in the prevention and treatment of
KOA was reviewed to provide scientific basis for the development of clinical drugs for the treatment of KOA.
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B2 PR RD), TR 2T S I RAR A, R
Mz, BAWERTZMEAR. 24, F5H8
LA AL G B IG)T KOA K7 X AT MBSt
HH [ B i 5 THI AR L T b L, (H R BRAR = 20
AR AR . A SCEE P E AR, A E
AR S SCRRECEE B 5 R A AR T A
PubMed. Web of Science 1 Google Scholar % ## %
G N AMZ OB FEHTR R, RILZE 2 =k
FHL REE A BB 1R KOA.

ISR R R A T A, R
REBEEA 6 MR R MR,
SHERA T IZAEE T AR IR, e DL 2
MAZ. HHE, = LS Ea =g, AR
BORM YIS a2, SRR
HAERX =0T, h= e k. =
ST T2 AN =M =0 . TR ER, =
T i EL A UM . PURE R . TR AR K
XA IR 2 A SR A R K AEPE R, K2
TR =W TE KOA IAIT 5 TH T U3
R, ARGl 28 =i 2801697 KOA L
FIEAT LA, ARILBOT KOA FI# B #i7 1,
HEE 2= 2B B R PR AR
1 HIF=ik

HIR=RELE AR T ATz, RO
SHERE, NIRRT RIEH E R C K
Ny B EBUREE AL E AT N E BN
W CnFFER e BB . E RN TLILH
(WP R ER. FhS). CHoN-LeH (HAbk
R S, JTAER, WFFTE N IR = 2 H P AT
FHBIERN, E5 A =i 2R A& gz
RN 3RS TR . W = RES R 1
2 B AT P R R R A AR R T A ) R AR
RIS R, E RS T #1L 2,3-5 1k
e e A P S TR SRR, 12 RN I
B, R =R 2 AR D IR . Al
K P4S0 AL RSN TR =M Rk S HA
H BSR4 BAA M ST KOA 1EH
TR =i Ao WA 1 A 1.
1.1 SRR
1.1.1 AEEHED A@EZH D (D) REHFEREDH
TR =52 &Y, C-3 Mri%ERE a-L-FlHifant
WA, C-28 it Fes %1 6-O-B-D-Mit e & 4
FE-B-D-ML I A hE . AIEREI D HWIR T NAML

*1 BBRTRER KOA EBR=mELEMK 5
Table 1 Triterpenes components with effect of treating and
relieving KOA

T e H KIE OCER
1 AKWEZHD ST b JIg:r 10-11
2 IR i 12-14
3 AR LHF 1517
4 ZEHBET A SEHA 18-19
5 SEHET D SEHA 20-22
6 bR RIRZE  23-25
7 HEFER HH 26-29
8  HMEIERE P 5 e FIHE 40-42
9 TWAMAER ZHARBESE BT 4345

10 MEFHEL 55k FMEE  46-49
11 =LEHR IS I f A =t 51-52
12 AZEHT Rg ANz 53-55
13 AZEH Rb A& 56-58
14 AZHEH Rb A& 59-60
15 ZREEHE A KWE 61-62
16 HEFH EZN IR kit R 63-67

17 ZPRURBEFEVI HifT PR 68-69

fi 731 A CarHr6O0ns, IA T — I EE AR (dimethy]
sulfoxide, DMSO). HIE%, JIE7/K 731 £ £ (lipid-water
partition coefficient, P)>4 0.8, #% 14 FR [HI X (topological
polar surface area, PSA) N 29.5 nm, WJJiefEEE%L
(rotatable bond count, RBC) A 10. AMEH D fiE
fig 30 3 404 2%-1B Cinterleukin-1B, IL-1B) MHF )
L7 = 1 IV S T )/ S 1 2 N = Wl )
(cyclooxygenase-2, COX-2). —HME. MBHI
[A-F-0. (tumor necrosis factor-o, TNF-a) %5, JfH
e A i fif 5% B A FE 4 )& R 1 -5 (a disintegrin and
metalloproteinase with thrombospondin motifs-5 ,

ADAMTS-5) I i & J& & A B 13 ( matrix
metalloproteinase 13, MMP13) [¥)7/=4, figidt 14
R A FITE R AR T KOA, [FIRARIEEH D it
Re I S Z K 7 E2 A5G 2 (nuclear factor
erythroid-2-related factor 2, Nrf2) ¥ ,5, FifIfl4l &
Jn%EE-1 (heme oxygenase-1, HO-1) FJKiE, FEFH
Wr#% A -¥--xB (nuclear factor-kB, NF-kB)p65 5 DNA
SE AR IFEPT R TR0, FH R M i STk e 46k
W, AKiEREH D A ek NE M ULEE 3 TG
(phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase, PI3K) /&% [1¥#/% B
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Fig. 1 Triterpenes structural formula with effect of relieving and treating KOA

(protein kinase B, Akt) {5 5@, &l mwr 5
PEWERRIE . 855 1 AR5 8 E AT Runt AHOCH: 5%
[X]¥ 2 (Runt-related transcription factor 2, RUNX2)
2k, BRPUE BRI E I, 1 PIBK/AKt {55
B R R KOA KAMBE(FSEE: —. H
AIEF X A 2 D 397 KOA W54 b, R
SERIHEN 25 B 3 202 C-3 A1 C-28 ArffIpEE
B C-23 frMBRIE I REE SR, fE8t e al
SR B E e AT BT 0 Bt 9T O H gk AT 454
i, A RA A eI e .. Rl D
VERBWT A Bk sy 2 —,  Refig P [R5 W () HoAth
=il IR B SR SN L A RSB 5 R A
BeE A TR H B

112 WAEER AR (2) ASFECR-12-0% 8 13F
=G, ARRE S C-2 B C-3 AL AR,
C-28 MR IR CR 20,3 SLAR A o LIAERR
RNEEEITAER KR, 57N CaoHasOs AT T
Nld, P46.5, PSAN7.78 nm, RBC A 1. Lk
P& AT 25 BEAIS IL-18 53 108 5515 R 70 RAES
&, WETHIRER (prostaglandin, PG). —%
WRAE, FHH] COX-2. TNF-o 13RIA, [RINiLRE
g ffi PI3K/AKYNF-«B 38 B 2K 515 B 5t R AF 12,
AR R, SR E KOA MHEEREENS,
LS T2 i 0% A A1) 0 S N PR (RIS, iR 321k 1)
R, PRI, 2 B R,

L B2 3A0 WT 38 L 145 NF-B JE g, 01l 2 2 i 4
1k, XF KOA (it el fE 4. (I RRAZEAE T
ZHEYIH, SRR AN, (2 HRTE
XoF LR R (R RIE 7 3 S R ey « pUsaAb . S0
YU UM B E A RIT, £ KOA %
FRIRIE Tt/ o AR L 24 R F m g e G 2 M0
C-2 REFRFER C-28 AR FEIL R VLsE

113 FHEURR  SFEURIR (3 NFFHE-12-45-28-
FR A TR =i (b SR I R IR, S50 2 C-
3 A0EH B-FRIEEUR, IR ELR LRI ILHERR .
FEHRBRNERHEOAEAAHRE R, TR
C30HasO3, MN#AGKAF FUE T DMSO, P 5 7.5, PSA
N5.75nm, RBC A 1. FEIRBREWMNE] MMPI.
MMP13. ADAMTS-4 ¥1 ADAMTS-5 IR F %5, I
B0 I AR SR R R R RIA AR B R R
X RATICE IR o (RIS SR R e 6 4 ) MMIP3
MR s, I SRR, Li SEUORE TR I,
R R Ae 1%l 0T i/ RNA-148-3p (microRNA-
148-3p, miR-148-3p) /EAF4E4NfE K F-2 (55
PTG IL-18 5 S E A D) gelers, 1A%
Bl KOA HIRH . B R SCEENTE I B 7o 55 3 R Woxt
T KT R KRN ENS RS 55 E
EMER, RIS IR IR R A AW i 28T %
SR AP, R % Nrf2/Bg AL IR R B 1/HO-
1 JEEAMH UL ThRERRES, AT RE SR FH B ST 2% 5
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ERRE TR EE. SRR A,
WA IIEAMH, BARGMIRIEM, JF
T T AT R D B A BT 22 A KOA o« B A FH AL
M TR B AA RIS R R AT AR A it — 2Dt
Fto M2 R C-3 ML FRHE. C-28 1K)
RH. 2B M-CH 2 MR SL R e, HRE
Je BEWT AT o

1.14 SESRAF A SR A (4 C3 M EAH
HIWEFIA M, C-16 fEA —1A B-R%E, C24 5
AR, C-13 M C-17 {7 lal G bk, L
HEHE A MAfSE A aE g, 57N
CyHesO13, AT DMSO. HIEE. EhESHEEE, P A
2.5, PSA 4 20.8 nm, RBC Ny 6. WFFRKLI, L5
EAF A BENSE BEME] IL-1p ROk, 4 4a—
FAE. PGE, K7 AR, FFIE 6] NF-«B &£
X, J8/0 MMP1. MMP3 #il MMP13 [, M
IR JORE 81, Huang ZE09T I AfF Fe 48 i 2 4 A
o B TR B AAE P B R R AN I R R AL TR, R
DLLEEH B A BEBE IS Wnt/B-1% 2 5 1 (B-catenin)
GO R EFE T AR -1 A R R -1 7R
WU T, (R B A i . S8
B A X KOA BA RIFMZEMAEH, (HH TR
o3 BV FEATY D o [RIE SE A B A I HA g%
W PURESER, HaTRHEAAZ, SGEME
&, WA BRI R T

1.1.5 SRR D SEEHE D (5 C3 M EAH
HINERE EERE, C-16 A1 _LiER A a-F2dE, C24 5
r BB FREE, C-13 Al C-17 SA7 a4 P E b,
REETHREE A E S Rk SR E D v E Rk
i HEEAE, 77 0N CaaHesOwsr Z1 TK WliE,
M T A LlE. &4, PN 2.5, PSA N 20.8nm,
RBC A 6. Wu 25ROV L] 2 D fEARSaEE 8
IS Nrf2/HO-1/3% PR 5@ %, i)/ BOScg
ATDCS Z0H I 28 PRI T2, AT F i 0 e R R i
YRR, [FIISSERH S D IERENS B I 0 B 1L-
1B 753 1) NF-«B @ g 0E, LUD JO5E RV . Jiang
SO R BLSE A D AENS @ kI AL S R
M%7 2= ¥ &5 1 ( mammalian target of rapamycin ,
mTOR) /Akt/PI3K {5518 I AR 98 R SN, T
YR RN B RAE A, BETORI AR 2R SEEATETR
57 /D FHSEIE R 1) KOA B B EAEH, (HIHL77E KOA
FIBLH G 25 o SEEA R SRSy, Ferh s
BT D B IE SR Se 5 A SR R R A M

BRI G2 —R AW IR AT 2L
2 KOA, fHBAR s VERINLEI A BT, HRE4S
FHED 2 B E PE - 2 C-3 A7 REEER C-16. C-
24 R GE, A THAANITR ST R A .
1.1.6 -brted -brEd (6) IR E -t EHE
PRI T i 7 2 % -, 1 R - 2 i
MBS EHRAR AR, £H C21. C22 1
(¥R AR by ) 5 2 R Bl T S R R e - B
HAGEOZRAGESEEH R, 77N
CssHgeOo4 PV T HIEE, P 5 0.7, PSA 4 38.8 nm,
RBC A 16. Maghsoudi Z523fF 7% & -G B H B
g amdE R cox-2. HSR AL E A
(inducible nitric oxide synthase, iNOS). IL-18. IL-
18 1 TNF-a H)FERIFeIk,  FFAMH] 5 A% 4 i/ L
Jg b — 28 AL B PGE, 177 4E, X BIHIR I H B . £
AREFRATE TR I, LR A RIS B IL-1B 5
SN RRACE M T, Jk> TNF-a. IL-6 [
A1, FEAIH MMP13 Fl ADAMTS-5 mRNA [R5,
[ I B A 11 LI JiR £ A RIS G . MMP9 £ 36
KD HE IL-1B S M EVE S S T 20
(hypoxia inducible factor-2a., HIF-20) 5 NF«B {55
EIEN, RIEPUEAIEMERE] N R KOA. Lt
TR h 2 AL ST I B>, HO B RTER B
S RO RIE 98 T BRI A« BUis L BN ikok
71+ BEEMIBAEIR XA B D Re 2R 56, $L KOA (1)
WD . B R E A S EREAAEA K, Je2kn]
WA TR RNLH AT 51, TR %4
AR-EH B EATEY A TR KOA.

117 HHEEER HEIMR (D FEEE T
=ik, HEIRBRIENHE IO C-3 L 45 & 2 70 14
BRI . HEMEZEOVEARREEOHAR, o
TN CaoHexO16, AIETHOK, ANETHE, HEHT
N £, LB, PN 3.7, PSA }26.7nm, RBC A
7o H BB B A H R OS2 —, BAPIR.
Uil TR sE 2 A2 B . Jiang ZEROIBF TR
W, H TR AT CE O R e A IL-1B
753 PI3K/AKt 3 FE 0 , R4 N AT DA OC T
HCE IR o AT R ISR 7T Bor H B 2% T BRI
KOA KRIMiEF A IL-1B. IL-6. TNF-a /KT, A
AR O R S A K OIR A, HLRE S 2 2 PRI
BAAZHAMEE TR B WEAIE-2 (B-cell
lymphoma-2, Bcl-2) #H5K X #H (Bcl-2 associated
X protein, Bax). P EKR KL AR EAM-3
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(cystein-asparate protease-3, Caspase-3) £ [1RIAK
-, RUIH AR AT B A T, R
M TR R R e B TR AP
WAERT, XS RIRE ST R AR YT RCRES, H Ht
ZAENE G REMHEI B T 408 17/ T 4R
DRAE, T R AL, wf W HEF R AR £
FRZGPAER], ABORRIIT AR St AR HEN I 24
HEMETRES C-3 ALHIBEIE A ¢, Ja gk nlx Hadkir
PRI LIRSS LB A o [R5
i RH M= w2y, XK REEA G
KOA HIZ3AE A 175 Ja 20T 7t

1.1.8 FRAET AR ER AR, B
R FEEE S A =R, H=wE N
4 2K, UFFERRAE., HEREH ., KEF
ERET T AT TR, HEH oA E Y
TR0, Hsieh SE0AHIL PR R $2 H )
FA = 2R 22 0 R N SR ARER R 4 A
f¥1 PG. MMP3. MMPI13 Hl COX-2 7 &3 [/
M, 3RoR1Z ST BT 2 BE 1 5 4] MMP3. MMP13
AR, BRI TR . Wu B2 A 7T
FALZ A O L BRANIE T 1 555 2 K BB 52
M), 5 3 R A 2 T DL IE s B b 4 i 47 R i P
SR RIS R 4 Y 4% 0 R A1) ) b B 2 R A 5 PR 5T
DR AR E A= ke Shi ZEBSIMA B R A 73 25 He B Y
= EHRAGER T A, RN COX-2 Bfy
BERIEIER, ORI @ MK COX-2 1)
TEPEIR BV IR DI HAT, CAERALT
Iy PRI 40 A =ERGSy, TR ECR AL =
i S R0 B 245 PRAE T 78 32 B AR R IR R Al S =
i, R ER AL A SRR = 2 Bl v KOA A I B BiF
FARER D .

1.1.9 FREH AREERNE R, FRTH
FEGEVE S =0T, 2 USRI T =
i A EHZ B, PN SR LA R B S A R
ik KOA B GRIGATRA IL-1p 7K1, 3-TH etk A=
KA F-B1 (transforming growth factor-B1, TGF-B1)
K, FRBAE B A S B A B 4 i fR g
PERERMR AL, S/ FIR S B H R Ug M (2 & A
T HyEZEARELOV P IR R RE S PR SE IR G
HIF-lo A& A A2 KK (vascular endothelial
growth factor, VEGF) mRNA Xikx, g i 114!
KR I mRNA ik, FR4 RS B HEEE K
RPEBEIED R HEEER. kANMEEI R

2B A BT RE IS PRI KOA KRR LG o IL-1p A1—
FAERIKE, S0 B R AR, R g
) MMP3. MMP9 Fil COX-2 Fik ¥k, 4%
Tl =05 i 7 B A% B I TR AL 22 2K IE R SR AR KOA. 47T
Z H S A B 2B E AT, (R A
AR AR B, A S0t AR 7T
1.1.10  Zeir ety seWr 2 eI | Silkr, Sl
(1) 5 B RS N = B, HORTAE ) 2 R B
(1) 22 Fh =5 B HE BN . BRIASERS K
PR 22 W e e BRI L Y YT 13 5 YL R ) miR-19a
(IR TTOEYE A PR E HE ] 9 (methylation of sex
determining gene 9, SOX9) mRNA N HKIA, I
) NF-kB mRNA J RIS, MR R R
(VR B R SR IS 7 xR BRI KOA K
BRI W AP BAIG,  T T  SE  RT D i
il PI3K/Akt/mTOR 3 #% 13t BE 3% 4k 5 20 3 Wz 410
HIVER, MITeit B VAR o LW NIRTT KOA 1
wWHREG 2, BRI Z) T BN e
PUARZTH 2 7T, AR A 70 32 B s =,
P = 1 (1 25 BRAE I L 320
1.2 Pk

FHEREE (8) NPIBW S A —=5E, H E
WoNHITEH, H C28 A RF R, AR
NI A S ok K, 43 TN C30Hs002, ¥ T 4B
SRR, B TAK. AMEES, PN 8.3, PSA
79 4.05nm, RBC N2, fRfE%M A 2~8 C. Ren
S VOV 5T R I A Tl B2 R A F ) IL-18 15 3 1
COX-2 F1iNOS MR, BBHLR I E K, s
MERREEREAEHIH] MMP13 Il ADAMTS-5 IR i&TF
B I AR IR R AR AR B A R ISR IE, HIgH
JL 4055 5 (1 A A o Ra S5 VRFE 0 5 300, 1 A6 I et ] 000 1)
MMP3. MMP1. ADAMTS-4 ({135, 101 MMP3
IR R AN, DR ST s . AR
HLAERIHEM, C-28 {7 A8 H 30t H 25 VR i LA v
SEME. R A MEARBEE e % @ R RS G T-2H k%
Kl 1 4] NF-xB 3235 77 (receptor activator of
NF-kB ligand, RANKL) /5 HI8-E 41k, M
M 23H] KOA SEE BRI, (AMEARRE
ZAET REY), HBEAGZFMAYEE, "THT
Bl A R EAEATY, B AT STIZ R AR IT
KOA WikiEs b, HifrEstst.
1.3 ERKR#EEE

TABAER (9 NERBIZLEIR L C25 10
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R RR T AR BB A =T AR . A
PRLLFZ N REA, 75T N CoH3s04, AETF K,
AT DMSO. /K 4EE, P59, PSA N 7.46
nm, RBC Ky 1. EHIEWIRFFRIL, AL R
BN IL-1p T WA H A MMPI3
ADAMTS-5 ] mRNA KHEARIE, H 11 BEJR
EEALEARENRIEEE S, HE R
Y HAT AR R -1 AR 32 85 Sl R IR ZE. KOA
(ERE, DRI R A TR 41 2R R 8 A 5] 98 0 s I 9
fRHE P AU AR T B . 5 A RSN 21
20 A ATRERRE 1) S MORRE 2 —, fEDUE
UM R T TR R BRI HEAHEA
MRAE B, N BRCL R e b B 40 B 1 A4k
PLIsEE KOA (a2 ik F ST HEW HL 24 BEE M m]
Rl T HRp IR B R S5 M El C-29 AriiRdE. HAl
BT TR 2 B A1 3R BRI 9T K 2 4R R AE 2 KGR A O T
9%, MENXTE I R IR AR, R R
7 KOA M5B AE F AT IR AT AL
14 SjkEa

AT (10) C-2. C-3. C-23 e FRIEEAL,
HAF U E IR, E S T A a2k A
s, 70N CasHrsO0, ZIET K LBE, NET
Bk &4, PN 0.1, PSA A 31.5nm, RBC N 10.
TN A RN, RS A RER I 28 R TRE
9> MMP13 ERIA, RGN 1T 2R R 2 1 1)
HHG % KOA BFHHCEINRA, (R AE68E T
WA E PRI R (osteoprotegerin, OPG) /NF-kB A7
1A F (receptor activator of NF-kB, RANK) /
RANKL {5 5@ 1A BIZEfE KOA M HM. FFA
TR, USRI 1L-1B i 5 1 5CH 40 i
T2, IR IL-6 Fl TNF-o 21 T FRiL, @it
N miR-342-5p, LRAKIEIEER A 3 RKEINHIHE
Y B AEET B FTUE B S5 R R el i v 1k
TGF-B/Smads i #% , 17555 W) 78 )0 40 i 56 B
T, RIS B B A Ui 2R, &=
DR AE 81, RS B R BRI TR RHE RS
BT RARL, W] BRI A R R AR T R A AR
R R IE A YR TES), % RE sl £ 4
PRIELE KOA MIEFE, BHAR SR M E,
A R AR 5T
2 MIR=iE

VURE =mE RS 7E AR R iz 0 Am, BA®
IRE B2 AR MIIEA LI, C-17 08 8 AN 74

RGeS, BHZ E—Bh 5 AN, FEAREE
JEESHERY, IAF LAY, B b AL FRRT ke AL, JEinG
e Y R BRGe Y o DY B =i 2 s 43w e ek o v e H
2 IR 4 A7 R TR A7 P ) 5 1 0 e Tl TR O 12 2
RGBS, Sd—RIMBIE, WaEER
P450 fiff. WEEFERE BT =il 4B, AIMA K
SER Z RN T RE &7 () =G R 00, 4y BA 21
JRTT KOA TER IIDYIR =is 2o WAk 1 AT 1.

2.1 ABEKEHE

211 —t2fF R ZLEFHR (1) C-64H LiE
A 1AEEERN 1A 5 g, C-21 7 BiEA 1
N EHE, C-20 BN R B, =L RINA
Bl AR, 5T 30N CasHsoOs, FIVET7K,
P N 1.1, PSA 5 29.8 nm, RBC A 12. WK
=LRTFF R 5AEEEHE KOA KI/ERVLHIM
L, HIRENE PRK NF-«B HIHG 1, 3900 NF-«B $1
B 7& 8, MR NF-xB R B 7 R G
B VG RS M) IRk, ) - 4G TR A R 4
YERG, STIURTAH AL/ RS 1 AR BT = R
AR PIH RNAKL % 5 10 22 24 53 AL B A B
(mitogen-activated protein kinases, MAPK) # NF-
KB 15 538 % DA A E 0 2 A R, B R
AR 3 BT AT M S 5 L A RIS, T =k
WERH 2R =6, H=t2#H R EHFE
BEAK, FHAT AR 2 E PR = LR g, mE
X% BRAA R S 25 B F I LD A R JE RN
RE.

212 AZEH Rg AZEH Rg (12) HiHN
20-(S)-JR NS =FE, H C-6 i FERA AR 6-
WLA-L-H B WE, C21 AR 1 4 TR NS 2
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Fig. 2 Mechanism of triterpenoids regulating signal pathway
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