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Abstract: Isoliquiritigenin is a flavonoid compound in licorice with antitumor, antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and other
pharmacological effects, which has attracted much attention in the field of antitumor in recent years. It is found that isoliquiritigenin
has broad-spectrum and efficient antitumor activity, however, its poor water solubility, low bioavailability, non-specific targeting, and
other shortcomings have limited its wide clinical application, the emergence of new drug delivery systems is expected to improve the
solubility of isoliquiritigenin, improve bioavailability, reduce toxic side effects, etc., and has good application prospects. The research
progresses on the physicochemical properties, antitumor pharmacological activities of isoliquiritigenin and its new antitumor drug
delivery systems such as nanoparticles, liposomes, and polymeric micelles in recent years are reviewed to provide a reference for the
development and application of new drug delivery systems of isoliquiritigenin in the field of tumor therapy.
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Yh 245 RGN A SO R LT R Rokeg . B AT
BT IE 2P T LS 2 R G 2 SR TE YRR
MR REVIRREE, HeT R TR SERE il &
T3 KL EBAL RS S TR, W T3 2 A0 FUAR AR I I
fih X AT pH SRR . BFESE Th g B s K
BESLIRE R iE T, SR T4 . e ORI
N2 AR S SR R B A . A G
HE R AT . PR 2 B 1 R R A 2
RGEHATERR, A R PUM B T SR 2T
RIEHSE
1 BMR

A HEZNRIEE HEEZRNEP). 7 RINIRES
T, FHERREOHMER, DM FUENERS
A, & RN 200~204 C, MRMERES, FEK R R
FEAUAN 3.74 pg/mL, NEKPEZ P, 1N
CisHpO4, ARSI ILE 1. FHE R g5 E
A 3 MRE, WMERGR, AR TS, FIHE
LR 2R B Z AN R A, LT
sERE S R AR RIS T AR, AT
HIG RN R RTA 25907 & 7). Boyapelly Z581£: 45 44
BAEIN S HERMABRMERES S (9.6
mg/mL), HEARIFMEEM. 5—HH, ErhE
E R, MR RHERNARE. BHUE
I S R AT A AR B — RPH UK E
BHEZATAEY, Hh 472 4 " EHE.
3-FA -4 BI04 A B EEA 45245
F A S A HE R N S # SiHa 411 HeLa 410 )
TRV TAE B3, 7RSIt b 4- 52580 4- &
HEH, 3-FEHE-4 3252 4- A A HE ., 3,4,5-=H
A2 4- A A EER 4-5-2',4',5"- = F ARk A BT
SiHa 11 HeLa 20 S BARHVHE A B . . D7k 4507 3'-
SR HE R A 38 3-H AL B 5N HIZ.
gk, — SRPIHLEE 10 A Mannich ZEH], RS2SR
B IR R T R E R R, Hh R kAT
AEWINE R B i, HATAEY) 180 mg/kg Yo/ RUIRZK IR
Siso AHALAMHIRIER] 71.68%, N HEZFZHHTR
S e S T

HO OH OH
0
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Fig. 1 Chemical structure of isoliquiritigenin

2 IPBRETEM

G bR YR T A XA BT AR e A SRR 1)
KA, KEMFRERY S HE R NP ER 2
A BUMIE Y, xR FUREUY. 45
P U255 2 P R RN RE R DUMIR S . e RE R T
L AN [F4E S E g R E S S A A
Wy AT ek e 40 B A 2B AN A S 24 L FHUS-140, 36y
HATH L.
2.1 {REMEMAET

A0 B T A 52 ik DR U 45 B 40 B AR PP A AE T, %
THERFHUA N AR B A - i 3
EHEME R R AMRE B (cystein-asparate
protease, Caspase) & ZKJEMATI!, Caspase-3
YERTT-HATE E, FE M T A2 A k4% B 2R
FAUS, wE TR, B R AT R S IR
B EMEA M I Caspase-3 i1, i
cleaved Caspase-3 Fi&, HFAMMMT:. LA, B
WREEHAEIRE-2 (B-cell lymphoma-2, Bel-2) Ktk
e S T B VIR — I E, AR
SRR TS 1A 388 325 P I 5 i 2 R A [ Bt i 3 R T
WP T, RN T R A, kAR
Y5 3R C BRI 4E BT, TR R A
Bel-2 MRIEIH B Bel-2 X X EA (Bel-2
associated X protein, Bax) [JFiX. Lin 8@
T GH ML I3 WL S H 3 3 A U T4
R HFER AL AT LUK Bel-2 AL, M
i Bax SRR PRI R H R
Jt5 Bax. cleaved Caspase-3 FIZRHRFIR —WEERI%
WEFFLNE [poly (ADP-ribose) polymerase, PARP] 7K
F, PR Bel-2 3Rk, A HepG2 ik A= 4k
BRI 209, 72 N'E 20 CaSki i R0,
FHERATFRICA LI 16 BEURER E6.
Bel-2 %k, 1M p53. p21 Al Bax FikT+i, Bid fiil
RERARIE AT AL, A HRBSARGER C 2410
i JE S Caspase HIKIVE, Z4fi# Caspase-3/8/9.
PARP, SEHMMT: . S H B Rt ndd oE 2okl
P TR IS 57 S 5 BUE T 3 (signal
transducer and activator of transcription 3, STAT3)
TS T AN T, STAT3 &V 2 B[
G5 IR R A, 2R N SR i B,
FAE D i T 400 P R s Gl 4 PR ) OGBS 5 A% S
s A HERTE K STAT3 i #% F i)
RNA-21 (microRNA-21, miR-21) Fik, #kifFES
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NPT,

A, S R AR T AR LR 3-P e
(phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase, PI3K) /2K ¥/ B
(protein kinase B, Akt) {5 5 #EEMIIHE, F2MaAH
KEEFRIRIA, SRR, iR i T
GAR AR O R B H R Al i PI3K/Akt
55388, PRI SHGA4 AHfih CD44. &
M S 1 BRIk, TR SR A
B SGC7901 A, St R wadd i
PI3K/Akt {5 5IEHPAIRE ARIE N B Bax &
ik, 55 SGCT7901 4T,

22 FEHMEENE

H R AE A 5 R B AR I B A B AR,
GRS E . 4l as AE A,
TR LA, BT R B R AR e
O I e L sh M E i R R
(mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR) FIAiF S
HH R A EMEESET .. Chen S5V LS H B2 vl il
TR R A P mTOR i H W AH I A 5
(autophagy-related gene 5, Atg5) Fik, 7 FhR4
MR AE BWRPESET. . HEARE, 7E 1B ORI % B 2
7R, S R ATl I A PIBK/AKY/mTOR 15
SRS ER. FAETRI R HEREERE S
WMAEMKEA 1 5 3-11 (microtubule-associated
protein 1 light chain 3-II, LC3-ID+ Beclin-1. Atg5 &
FERIE, BRIC po2 SERL, 5FAALE, »H
FERAFHTANEE4LE 786-0 4ifls, PI3K.
p-Akt. p-mTOR £ FH#&IA[F(K. Chen SFE28L I 5+
B IGIT AT WO AR ANME S R Y R B
(extracellular signal-regulated kinase, ERK){E 5 i i,
H5E 5 HWRAHOCH LC3BIL FERIR . T RERTR IR
NG SRIBEPEFL RIR RS SKOV3 4HifiEH1, Beclinl
LC3 EHKRE SR HERERIKER MR, NNH
M . EAh, SR R R R R
-3 (glycogen synthase kinase-3p, GSK-3B) #*
15, WaEZAF«B (nuclear factor-kB, NF-xB) il
FRAHORE A NFRIE, (eE R 2O AR A0
N (natural killer cell, NK) R IABER F-a
(tumor necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) [#J3RiAB%, Zhang
BRI R HERB N p38 LR 5 FE
(mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK) #i% AJFH
Wr B, Jyr R R AP AL B A AT
KAt 1 B Ak

2.3 HIFIBhE AR EFNEETS

A e JRE 4 L )15 2R RT B R 20 TR 16 97 s SR
KPkik, W RBLER 4B E AR (matrix
metalloproteinase, MMP )& 14 [ 15 i it AE K
R R IR, FHERIEN MMP #i]
FSE BT IRE 1 FHIR2, 3232 S35 H H R ATl
IR A MMP2 Fil MMP9 A1 SHG44 4 il (112
AR . BAN, S B AT R R AR AR
B C666-1 4 A1 CNE2 41 i )4 55 Al 45 7% T
B, [FIE R MMP2 AT MMPY %Kik, i) &
N 44 L 03 o AR 28 34

miRNA EA N IEE IR S 7+, fER4H i
HH 0T 4 R 7 AR % Tl i DR AN 0 ik R () R IA R
A EZAEHBY, Xiang FFCUR IR H B R 0@ T
W miR-27a 30 ih) 2 €5 25980 200 PR 11 184 B AL % o
Ak, miR-32 AR R—MMEESURER, =52
JaE i () R AR AR 5 ot 3R AT A1 3 5 MR o 4 AL )
K. EBAEZE, MR HERTUEETH
miR-32 HIFRIKBY,
2.4 [EiFHRE AR

Jifya 4 i AR KO AR R, TEZN R R A p21s
p27 L FASIER AR, PR HE R
T RN MO DN S 2 Pl At P R TR
72N HI BB PC-3 40 AN 22RV1 4iiffg b7, H
ERAESIE Go/M 41 M s, e o 4 i A
WA Huang S5ECSUR IR H AR AT B 52
G1/S 21 o B s N i Hep3B 4 M (1) 385 5,
XA S R H R R A E $1E E D1 (eyclin
D1) FI& I x40 i A B R E & A
p21. p27 H K. Li VIR H RN E WIE
Saos-2 2 g R M R A PG FE L 5 cyclin D1 1)
AR pS3. p21 Ml p27 M EIEA K. thAh, FHE
F 4T HepG2 Ml Hep3B 4HMu A R 40 A01EH,
HHLHI AT At 5145 MAPK/STAT3/NF-«B 15 53 #,
S8 HepG2 Ml & A Go/M 41 ffd JE JAFH 7 A 9% o
2.5 HDH AR I E A A

PR T I8 1R A AE FH K e T IR B I, DAY A2
HXHR AR TR, I 56 B AR R D)
AE, DRI T8 100/ A BSOS T I g R A K R 7% 3 0K
R, B N A KR F (vascular endothelial
growth factor, VEGF) 5 /M8 /8 A= it 5 U AH ¢,
WFRRY, FHRERTEREEHESESFHET-1la
(hypoxia inducible factor-1o., HIF-1a) &5 [ B#AARFE AR,
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il VEGF fEFLEREM R HMRIL, HHEES
VEGFR-2 HEAE A, BHWrH S £ Wang S5142)
W 78 A B S 1 R E W] AL [ 4 ) A R A R -2
(cyclooxygenase-2, COX-2). JE4h A B4 MR 2%

E, & -1 (microsomal prostaglandin E synthase-1,

mPGES-1) 7] LA R Akt Rer4edn i A=
R F--2/86 A 4 KK F-B/VEGF 15 5@, BHWIRR
JEME AR B, R B O A R A
96 I35 A G i 77 09 7

S H R PR AL LK 2.

VEGFl f— S H R -
l) \‘E? LR

VEGFR-2. /

PQO® __= |VAip
A
: NN S iy STAT3 P
/ AT | Caspase-8 | LS M RC \P
CPBK P \— FHEE l 1 7 — GEE staT3 B
; Caspase-9 l ~ ps3
\ g — L S N |
E—
/ _l_ T & STAT3 o
mTOR]] STAT3
GSK-3p Bel-2
T 5t HH3 —I NF-B activation l e e
AMPK (’ﬁﬁg$ I L — (Rt
< \ A - STAT3 e @’ , — il
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Fig. 2 Antitumor pharmacological mechanism of isoliquiritigenin

3 HBRHRS
FHERNZMMENAKEGMHEEA, |
RIS ZE . AR FEAR RN iisE . %
SRR R AR T, PR T HIRIRH, B4 R
GAEIRE R H R R IBE N SR 2 S )
HIEYE DT AL 20, BA R
A5t N T BRI RIS H B R PUmMR S,
AT R ] A A1 2 3 0 S R 2R AR LR S i 2
LU RFIMAT T — RV
3.1 YRR
3.0 FEERBEGUKRL  OKRE IR LY iR et 2
TR TAPRERE KRR 10~1000 nm (3044
YURRLT, FEDUMIRE 25038832 77 T AR I H R 4 (1)
PESL, W TR, PSR RBER KRR S0 TR 3
AR, BT S % R g R RL T
A, BA RIFZEREBCRE, X AN A549
1T 164 PR ) 0 SR 2 v T e H B R Y
Gh, PATE BERE- IR R 3R G W R B ) % 1) e H B
RYUKBIGR, By T FIFERA R, &0 A 342
Ao R AR B, XA RS 72 R I
TE R B, FEXE /N b R 20 B P 5 S e B A R Y
45 1451,
3.1.2  [ERAR R 49KKL (solid liplid nanoparticles,

SLNs)  SLNs s&UAE A% VAL £
AT PR AR S R AR B B R IR A, K 25T
B T R R, TR R B T AR
EVE. AREEH AR, BT 5 H R R R
e RE R, A B R B ) K 45 2 R e R U™
HEE{AMEAR RN, Zhang ZEETE ) & T ARAEXS >
T E MR 57 H 5 2 -SLNs, £ HepG2 4H /il
H iR Y R PG s RO, HAA R IR
M, ATiEEAF SRR, DERRREE, £F
JBk PN 326326 e H R R BRUEL I O B 2 A

BT iR EEN ARG, AU
PUIIRT 2 T HATREG I RA R RN, N T HEm 5+
HERMBUMR AR A, Gao WP R T —
ol Fev R A 1) I T - SR B ) A AR RO A 2, 1T DL
itk 2R, R FH OO B SR D GRR I I %
FAgrRR U E R HER, BARENREE. &
BRI . RGUORRLE A SR I H 5 58 (140
HIPE ARSI ToAE A o ZEAAR P9 RTS8 500 e 40
W& J1. WeAh, FEBRPEPEU HiE ST GRRINT /)N B,
T B .
3.1.3 ikgekkl AVIEEAEYIE. (584
. ReEMTIEE, ARG A,
RFERBEVE A AR AR 2 ik R G b it T 8
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PRI, EH T SRR (1) e P R B AN, 2k
KRG MR S AE AL, e R
RLER 2P FE A6 8 o i o 0 J3 e ) oL 28 R S i 12
TEZJNEAR R MBI AN, ]38 b R A B &
G EIR NG, R m LAY S . K
T2 B AN R A R (R SRR, Shi SEBORKG 4148
M5 N5 U251 it &8 it & i, ST
S H BRI GRRL, B R AP
A, B B I R R 5 1N, AR, X U251
S ) S TE AT AL B WA ERIE R, 23 U251
AR TR .

NT T IRIEE T4 (cancer stem cells, CSCs)
()22 25T 251, Jia SRR T — i R S e S e B
AR 253838 RS, BRI E R 4. M
BB O A AR A TR gk, DASEIR
J H R MG 2RI 3LIEIE, W EHDH CSCs
TBIT IR . MR SR S e R A AR oK VR 9T T B R BASE
PR A IIIERE, S mont s s m e, el 1
BB NG| D SR A 22 . AU R S R A
IS ER R ST AS49 IR Y S VP4l HVR T S
71, EIRLLAMER R RGITIER, U] T
ik RG] A ] CSCs AE CSCs ik 2 Fify
Rt o Ak, CSCs H 1 BE A oK B AR LE AR
RILH RUF AR G ST ORIt g
o S H R RBG IR IT 0l A & — Mhod ok B )
CSCs il g A Je A ATHAR, Tz CSCs AH K
ST N 251697 DGR T 5%

3.2 BERfF

JIG 5 A Eh g NS AR IH [ R R, B AL AR
I JZeh5 M, BRAER . AEmT BEfd e BAH
AVEUFD2531, R I AT R I S H B R AR ]
T2 R BRI RIS, FLAE il iR i 2 3R
MR J1Ed R, WL Y #. FH
ZHEFUR 5~80 umol/L AT 5 71 5 Al [B] AH S 47
il SiHa 11 HeLa 2 il 3458 , AW 2 73531 9 83.44%
F1 96.14%[54-551,

N RIEREVRIT IR AR ZE . AR FE
a5 B R r PR R P A PR ) R, 58 mT s FH H A
Y AS T 24 5 B AR B = B IR e /) . Liu SFBOILL
D-o-* FWE 4 IR EE (D-a-tocopherol
polyethylene glycol 1000 succinate, TPGS) AM{IE
A, RS BOE ) £ 35 H B2 1 TPGS 2T
A, ~FIRIARs/NT 50 nm, RHZE A

HR G ERA RO s 2 RS, SeE R
HRE R VR RIS EI R /7, W] LR
NIRRT A AR KB A . Wang ZED7H) %
HIECGR T R GORIR R, A HAe Ry, 2
WEMNIR & TGN AN L H A R Jes 4
AMife)1, MENEME CRC i, wT_ AR
g 3% 4k & F ¥ B ( adenosine monophosphate-
activated protein kinase, AMPK) # FFKIA, i
FUR ARG, R H R AK R BLAR XS AMPK
FHOPERE A LR A R A . Ak, R
FRPUKAR AT GEE LR 5 NS5 HCT116 41
ML Akt/mTOR {5 5 3 B0 BR A, SEILAT el b
JeA A P A AR 5 S 4 L T AR

i 2 A O8I o M 5 RO B B e H R R
AR, SR CBHENT:,  FER 52 S0 5 i o7 A )
o ELIR B A LB A P A B e SR B e H R iR
Ak, RAERIF. Bl A H R, X HepG2 4
T H B SR ARSI AN ROR, WS e
RIABABAN N, Wi MEa RN A
MEYIIRIE. SR HERIERAME, 2REa
e A PR R 3R AR T Ay LA A0 S R SR T TR
Xf e H R AN A B IA ORI AR e b
T TEINHIROR « I R IR T LT 25 Wik
P TR FUANMEA
33 BXR

RV 1A B 25 1 ik BOL SR AE
K BT R — i A B AR, 18
T KRS T P A I TGS 2 38 R R AR S8 K R THD, 7T A
M P 2 A S AR BEAT B ) 25 ) ik 061, Xie
G 1O2170) Y9 73 W3R S T B AR B B A R B
SEHEREMIMEL (F127/P123) EIER T #IH MR R
WL sl At iR, Sl R EME, R
YR B R XA R 5 5 NREEOR )G,
AT KR T B A B AL ORI A B R, &
HERNERERZRS, HRHEREGRHRAE
P123 fFAERIIGE LT, AT RLPH AL P-FE B B A 4
HE AN HER SR,

pH BURB RS VIR A R R T AR T e
W), FENFE pH ST TR YL 2 2550
BRI H B Oy 1 o Al LG 7 P ) B A, Song
S5 OSR FH B i e 2 R ) 6 S H B R A BUROR
(FHEZE-M), Ll DSPE-PEG2000 A2k A& i
A #E R 2 Ik angiopep-2, FE2¥ 7 g AN I,
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IOk VR S T DAORR T kN 3 i 2 ik sk if 45 R
(middle cerebral artery ischemia model, MCAO) /)
AR, I MR R A o i e b, i
FRAEMAHL P RIRR, dak A st R
KINFEN o BN, FH B ZR-M ]I i 0 4 P
AP TTIR T R AR MCAO /)N RS 3 R 4
fi. AT, RHERRREARETSEERHHER
MV . T IRAE MR BRI e 1, Hox 24
A% E R WA SR 1 0 S5 AN RN o
3.4 5L

TCFLBGE HAR S 7K S LA AT Bl LA B
— € LI BRI A 7 WA &, BRI 5K )
INRGT S R AN 5 T 4] 25 R Ry 5196 Wang S5EL6T)
FH 8 MR AL S A5 0 % 5 H SR A K 3
W, RIS AR LSS INZ) 1000 15, BAERIMGR
ST, AR ILIRE S AT A R 1k e R R AR
S AR E ARSI & . A, HR

ZGMILE, RIS B 4IRS 4T1 Ji 40 g
4 P

B LSS 2 R goe A FLAGTRAn B LA
LLd B BRI E SR G &R, BAMR5RE
SENE S ARRE IR 7 [F) L5547 s 168). Zhang S
#® TR HERAMASL LGRS, HIMIAEN, 5
JRZGMEL, DRAEVIF SR T 471 4, B3R
A R MR A DR .
BER FMFLAR 25 R 4000 I E ) B IR S AL BT
P S 25 PRI v PR L R A R K SRR IR KT, 35
AR IIRTYER o Cao SEUOMRAL_FIRTUFLI)
JREELEI 3 D6 11 Ja, R E BIE ) R ICR
BEE TSR RSN, 2GR4T i
FUR S H BRI 3.95 f5. I, RHEEREA
TFLEn 25 AR G M sl i H S R KA R BE AT 1 A4
R FH B )P AEAT R8T

FHERIFMSE A RGMRIT TN 1.

*1 FHERHRRBRZMR

Table 1 Examples of studies of novel drug delivery systems for isoliquiritigenin

BURY HAabEL TP F 1 FLA IR
gkkn e (159£20) nm A549 i EREMIHEME AS4 RMEK, B 44

|
FORME- IR R A
HEE]

DSPE-PEG2000-Mal. BF, (137.242.6) nm; A& MiF

R-FZIHE BRI RY). WP
BEEA iRGD Jik

MampmmMmmpa fEMREEN (3890 % U251 4

(190.22+3.09) nm; #ifE5fi SD K

(219.91+1.23) nm; BJ%, & —

FRIFMERERE, 185 T 7 HE RN
AS49 2 G ) IR A
BRI A B 4, DRRCAEMRIRE 72
#IE 170.02%
HAEWRERIE, EMFAHE L 45

4T1 FUBRR N S 1 R R IR R AT 48

AN SN
LR A

PERLRE, BRI, H0HE FANE S
TAEH -7
WEAH U251 AT H, Bax KFEZE 50

B9 K R A EAT 2.99) % LT, Bel-2 KFEE TR, {2 U251
R R T
H-MnO»@ (B4 + 5 BA RIFHIEZG RS 75 300~ A549 MBI/ AR  gg o AURI Jevggd % 12 T e 51

HEZE) @HA HkE

BRI AEIRET B R S R
H-MnO,@ (WM S5+ 57 o lus
HEE) @HA OB

BT

SLNs  KEOIBEME. T75E. th (21753 £4.86) nm; A7 HepG2 4/, EM] HEMEIRCRICR: RUFHMAAHAE

B = HE RO
B A R 5
TES RS ORG IHERE 233.1 nm; AREVELF
S R R

(-1824+247) mV

i i A

500 1 650~850 nm 4} H#

LA R 6 A

(311£46) nm; FEWELF  MEEEYIDK

il 5 T H R W Bk >

47

INER
SiHa. HeLa Uil SMASMEHF S LT 54
WS R R 55
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BURA AR RO ] EFIMLI SOk
Jig Ak ZEERN. RRAN. IHE (23.84£0.9) nm; HZHE K. F SD KR ot B H B R AARREE A MAI R 56
BEA TPGS. KTORWE  Eihsr, @M% (97334 B
JIR PR S 5 R R 0.40) %
GRBEAR . FUIRAE. BOIEEE JEARE, SEUELF, Kif2<150 HepG2 4IHI IRAMETEAMRIACR . AMEREER B S8
nm, KA ER, SRz
R R AP AR e
JEH THIRIPWATAEY F127 F1 (2012 £0.72) nm; 3 % SD KK REENF FEMBUE RS, T 62
P123 (93.76+0.31) % K, BGRIEME
DSPE-PEG2000. (40.87+4.82) nm; £EF  MCAO /MR T LA A0 R B AR AT ORI 65
angiopep-2 Mg s Ao A A R R
GURGERIR R ARER H B . TR/ (160.7316.08) nm S HHA/NR IS B R U ERMREY 73
JR A A EH S Ha A
ARG, IREBE A SR (48.9436.2) nm; Piki L3, 4 Mmani R E R A N SRR 57
4 S A e Reba, BRI/ BHARR
B RENE R
SPREIRER H B . = SSERY, TIUKIAR A 162.9 nm HeLa 41 At R MBI RER 74
[z T NG L P
T IO 188
KRB PVPK30-HI%VOM 188 (163.516.8) nm; 45 min § R SD AR FERT A A B R 75
A R 90.37%
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