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Abstract: With the continuous development of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM), the demand for Chinese materia medica
(CMM) resources in our country is increasing. The problem of shortage of CMM resources in our country has been aggravated
by excessive exploitation and utilization. It has become one of the important ways to solve this problem by using imported
medicinal materials to supply the domestic shortage of CMM resources. Neighboring countries’ CMM resources are the mainly
source of our country’s imported medicinal materials. The communication between the countries along the Mekong River and
China in TCM have a long history and deep roots. From the Qin and Han Dynasties to the Ming and Qing dynasties, the
countries along the Mekong River transported large quantity of medicinal materials to China through trade, tribute and other
channels, which has been recognized and used by TCM, further increasing the number of varieties of CMM and enriching the
therapeutic medicines of TCM. This paper sorts out the types and usage of medicinal materials imported from the countries
along the Mekong River during ancient and modern times in China, which provides a certain degree of reference for
understanding and mastering imported medicinal materials.
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Table 1 Ancient names and geographical locations of countries along Mekong River
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Table 2 Medicinal materials introduced into China from ancient countries along Mekong River
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Table 3 Varieties of medicinal materials imported from countries along Mekong River in modern times
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