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Research progress on “quality evaluation through morphological identification”
and cause of quality formation in Gardeniae Fructus
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Abstract: Zhizi (Gardeniae Fructus) is the first batch of medicinal materials listed as medicine and food homology, and has been
widely used in clinic.. There have some limitations on the traditional quality evaluation method and quality control system of Gardeniae
Fructus, and the theory of “quality evaluation through morphological identification” has great value in the quality evaluation of it.
There have been a series of researches on the quality evaluation of Gardeniae Fructus based on this theory. This review mainly
summarizes the study status of Gardeniae Fructus on relationship between shape and quality, the quality connotation and the cause of
quality formation, and discusses and prospects relevant research directions, with a view to providing reference for establishing a
scientific method for quality evaluation of Gardeniae Fructus.
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Fig. 1 Shape-quality association of G. jasminoides
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Fig. 2 Biosynthetic pathway of five crocins in G. jasminoides
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