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Research progress on mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine with
harmonizing liver and spleen in treatment of “gut-liver” axis related diseases
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Abstract: “Gut-liver” axis related diseases are induced and exacerbated by unbalanced interaction between liver and intestine. The
unique cognition of “gut-liver” axis diseases, which is based on the “holism of five organs” theory, extended the concept of liver and
spleen in traditional Chinese medicine, with the effective therapies of harmonizing the liver and spleen and correlative representative
prescriptions in clinical, which also tallied with the consensus of “harmonizing the liver and spleen, curing the liver to reinforcing
spleen” in traditional Chinese medicine. Therefore, the review aims to offer an innovative therapeutic perspective for the “gut-liver”
axis diseases and help the creative exploitation of traditional Chinese medicine by elaborating the scientific connotation of prescriptions
and herbs that harmonize the liver and spleen, which through adjusting the intestinal microecology and immune microenvironment,
protecting the intestinal mechanical barrier, maintaining the bile acid homeostasis and regulating the neurotransmitter.
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RAEGIEREE, AFE AL T 8 1 B G
A LA R G2 3k B8 35 K 1A G R R E RE R, ]
RO A4 I REAG . RS 1% AR 107
(alcoholic liver disease, ALD). JEJPHE 14 A5 B 95
(nonalcoholic fatty liver disease, NAFLD) FlJii & 14
L PEREAS 28 (primary sclerosing cholangitis, PSC)
G, F—J7, MG, S A R EeE R
KEMMA T I EREAR TR W e, X e
RAE T S H I RS 5 A% AN A 5 &
B RATETY, IR i i R R bR RE T fRe . R
TE A ST E M 32V, TR RO BVE S IEA, I
I ESE 4 (ulcerative colitis, UC). M isss &
fiE Cirritable bowel syndrome, IBS) ZFyH4bIE B,
KL, IE#RIAR “Ja-IE7 Bl IR B VI8 R MR R
e ST E T P IR iy IR S 1 R Il 17 e P
I iB IR BT 2T B S

“P- B S R E LR RO R R £
S ES F CHRE” B FURFE 2 D, A
HARET, SR s E RN S
ERESEEl, B, A <87
FHE T Fmit, A S BB A S s
WAHEMAEA IR . REDIRE T, /ENBERE%
NEMT R 4e, “H” 5 “lg-Ft7 MSFEEH B
Wi, P EARHIRE . (CRBERE) = “ W2,
FHAERR, DASESEME . kAR, BakA], Lk
R, IS, W IKAG, S w8 7
AR g, AR, AR, Afrt, X
B RAdiE, WL, TR “ - hrp
RAEBVRBEIEIAN, 3T b, - s an
Atk R — e mREN R, Eiba. 2. |
M e A bRl e aE, EE W LEK.
BRHFIEZ MR AR RS . 897 B4 DA A
R E . WRFRER A, V2 B A 5 1
5 “Jg-IF7 BIhaeRaAS KBS, X UC A IBS
S5 FUA IS I R 1E 2 I ) i 09 » Y8 R S B
i LR AR 7 an DU B, VS 207 S5 B E AL
o FHTHUSIRIT B R, B 2 R XS
T AR E LA RS S, - TET AEA
FENT R IR AHOCHRIR 1) 3= AR, A
JER 24 1 24 B AR T AT e O - T i A
SEAT )

145 R 22 245 DIV I RHRIE 18 76 N FE A, BLIA
AR EEHEAT “ IR FHOCBR 2R, FHEIIAR

RGN, GHZS “M-F7 A E 1 R
AR EUAS T BHRATEIT AR o AR SO AT R 2 245
I A P TE A S S RSO . DR I TE L
BrfE SPHETARTRRARES . AT BRI “ -
HHAH ORI HEAT RGUIE Bl o, )5k L 24 BEAE F AL
5 “Wg-l7 B ISR, B AR 24 1R
16 N IR AR BRI, [RS8 rh 22 24 4 2
N “R-IE7 A S B BE 2T B I A
1 FATBERESREEMIFE

KREMFEB, NAFLD. ALD. UC. IBS %%k
5 W IE AR AT Re G o0, ImiE
FEv& S Y 5 75 A BL4E 1 IR AE N B S R 4
Wi 2000, PR LR TE A, 4ERFIIERRS, —H
FEVRIT “-TH T Bl DG ) RN . FH R,
AR SE o 245 mTd I W R I AR S NGE -
JH Bl -
L1 $HEH
111 DYk DUy s i 2 JE Ay, DhiE
TSR BRI, A BRARRIEZ ET7. %
7B IS HRAL . A AR,
AT A s e 2R S S, AT SE Tt FeAl
A, SR, HRRREVE, DOEPOE, gAR e H
THRYT NAFLD ZEFHIERA & UC. IBS %5 B W5 -

VAR 2 M7 DY AT NAFLD 2@t f
FAT“ F-JHE b ke 243 i AN IE S 382246 « Cheng
SFUIR FH DU 38 BT T s IR I B 5 51 NAFLD K
B, TR AR AT Y Bl L3 R T 4 2 IR 2 ik e 7 1
(aspartate aminotransferase, AST) FlITHZ MR & 3L
%M (alanine aminotransferase, ALT), PLKATHER
JIELE L =G ol i 2 I DT R P 5 4 Y 2= -6
(interleukin-6, 1L-6) 7K, &R RN &
IR RSE . teoh, MBI R, Y
WHCH S S MR LA B, 7 4 R 4 R A 1)
AeANE], I B RS BUR B JE v] A DU /N R
EE AR ED: TN N AR .
MEFEEL. AR R £, Iig ALT. FEAEIR RS0
[A-F-0. (tumor necrosis factor-o,, TNF-a) Fl = H
I TEAC, SR PU BT o /) BRI B R 25 L
AN FEZRMAE, JkER I P IR 7 AR A S0E S8, 7] 3d
Y - e B AR R HE ORI I AR
Zhu FEU2RE FE A S DY T I8 28 AN i i
Tl A= W DL = TR T B 175 = 1) NAFLD.
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A RN ITE RIE B, RS . IR SR
JRAEIR . Sun SEUSITF A B DU 0 HIORT H it 22 1 10
SAHFERBEIR G 3 UC NG, AR e R T
Uy TP E IL-12. TNF-o Fl IL-17 &5, FHAREHEN
A Pt R B IL-10 197742, SR DU soa] i
AR RAGTR K T 1T, B35 06/ A
RHVHARLL « Tang SF141E H 0 2% 24 B 27 43 7 DU 306
RO R PR KB a7 1BS FOFE AL, &
PIUHGRTT 1BS 7] BE 5 48 i PR RG-S A4HH B
YERI« WIEARS 8 515 5 1% 30 HIF-1 {5 5@ A K
BEAk, Cai SEUSIELT-] MR B IN 5 3 18 11k S e
L5l AN AT, R B SGE L T TANK
454 1 (TANK binding kinase 1, TBK1) 1T
L Z T F 3 (interferon regulatory factor 3, IRF3)
e FEPE R T PR IR E B (stimulator of
interferon genes, STING) FI IS T 55 K & -1
(retinoic acid inducible-gene-I, IRG-D) J#EF 1 1
BT RN, I8 AT EARFE IS 51 5 S S
¥ 1 (signal transducer and activator of transcription
1, STAT1) FI STAT2 FRIOH KA P 2L K]
AL, A FAON TR FHRE NVAE UC HREL
TR ISR AL TR UL, 0 o DY 1 Ak el i
T RF IR TR RSN LA R R
T 0, DO BOAMN AT R4 19 i 18 S e A
A, AN TE SORE SN 38 AT S M T D A L
— P NAFLD BT A & R AL JORE O, 5
I - o AL R A R R A R A )
RAETTH
112 HIEAZE AT RO R R
M7, BORAFTRIL. (EMARRZ D%k, 36 TR
RE MR 2 UE. J7 )% A, AT250 MG
I w2z fE. RHEE: K%, AR, FEEWA
B, GEigi S RERE, B, AE
K, IR B4R 44 . NAFLD K Ih e AA R
AT 24 AT o I R A S G AR
15 XALSISFEIOE F FHAE AL 3 %07 B8R YT 14
R, R I EAE & T se S D e 46 45 /K-~
(ALT. AST. BHLFE) BFUEE, HiGTEAR
#H 86.67% (26/30), H.EFH piE WS EKF T+
s KRR R, B 24 R AT 25 50D vk vl
RLE T P TE R A R A, B I E R R R DL K 2K
N RER MUAESF 2 A5 R AFREAL b4k, 419

ATETHCAT AN T SR A TSI/ R e
s, AR 5 H AN BRUMLIE H TNF-o
y TR L4 J 1L-6 55 5 PR N3k /K P J B
#% KF- B2 A 2% K ¥~ (nuclear factor erythroid 2-related
factor, Nrf2) 15 5@ A KN,

VAR G EE IR PR IR AT Jd i o535 i 1 Sy A 25
67 1BS. [BIBUWE 73 #rbi 78 3 B 24 34T 25 H0r]
B VSR IBS (HHARRRRE T ) S8 i B P
AR . 2ERGR. K. gRED. B
Z IR, W RPRICEEE 1BS WtE - EARSE, A
IT A RUEIAR 90%UI8T; [RIE, K 2% 24 2 2 43y 45 R
R, MIEATAHUATT 1BS FIZ 04N IL-6. &
PR EE 17 SRRl AR 2 N S e A 2
& FEAYFENA TNF F50K%. 8T EY
. S-FR % (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) {55
i R Nk b S ] = RV E e /L W
PERGON L 220y SR Bl . SRR
Sha e BT E R m, Tl T 248~ 25 E0E YT IBS 1)
WU TG T 2H 53 S P AE N LA US1,
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NAFLD KRR NG b 2 A ORI ER, nlek
KR SR E EE . =W H . ALT. AST KF
AR S AR MR & &, Dk S B 7 & AR A el 5
J R b A K b, FEAR I E A, XA A
5 H TS R RS S E Coccludin) |
P14 /N 28 -1 (zonula occludens protein-1, ZO-1)
FKisA KM,
1.1.3 R EERL AR ROk B T4 0 B0
PR B B B B AGBTIOR, PGB i
MALHE S R . ATTE0R . MR EANHE . 77
B A AEAhaE. BT . B,
EHMLALRE, 5 255/, HERNG. SR, BEAMIat
AR, BAAM AT, R LAEARSN
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N BHARAS, BR B SAR . 2076 I
B EVE SEHNEI ARS8,
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N TR, B B IR R T R % % 4t
(5] IS A WF FE 5 SR A 7 AL e 1R 15 i 21 4 24 ff i
5 <5 i R E e i Bl 2/ < SR AR T 2 AR, 4
HIFF B R A RIS, SIS IR MR KK
S, AT R T, et A, g
AL LU B LR T R ST T 4ER-220,

1.2 BmK7h
121 HE (MAHE RN SEERIERES XKL,

T8 A s W] DA 5 H B oA A5 W S i TE g
EVIREZ AR TR AR RN L BRI
1 NOD 328 I B 45/ 5< EE 1 3 (NOD-like
receptor thermal protein domain associated protein 3,
NLRP3) RIS MAIER, IS 3,5-— 28 R Bk
F-1,4- T E-2,4,6- = H R L E U5 T 10 /N BRI 6
SE AT IARA PR R 45 2310 534k, A RERR I L
73 BTG 22 WM B VG SR AT R S JH R R B AR R
RAECA ST B E M T 2% NAFLD, =id
OGRS R TRV AN = R E AR § A VAN T
SN T B R 25 L LA GE A ALDI425); HyEAEH 77
T p IS AT @ I B Th7 48 s 8 AR 3 Treg
2 S S DB 9 G TR U U T B REA
MR, T R A5 Z2 il UC 1R 25 34 F 1260,

122 RE WIFURIURZE AT I 8 1 il v A ok
LIRS AR, R R 2 RS i 15
18] HR #h /KPR A N B 2K A Y i 1 T A
5 W00 R 07 G5 S T R 8 1tk i A 4 2 A
A MR A5 25 e UK = IR IfURE B &% NALFD fF
JE AR VE AR FHI27-28), S 4h, AR ZERE A T ad i
1 o TE AR VDA i B AR LA BSGE R T 5
FR /0 BB R AR 2R ALY, IR 2B AR % =il IR IE
A PR T . WA . B BRI RPRRAT &
FFEE5 J5 TR B0 =5 B R e PR 22 TR BRI i VR A
S5 7 A T AR B2 DL I i A A A, AT
G AR ISR 75 B0 i TE A A5 00

123 SE0]  BRHHIRER M SE ] B A HL R A4
JERYLTE M, LI oy SEE R A RISEE R D ]
Y I E R A M 2 R, B )
TNF-o~ IL-6 F1 IL-1B 5542 %2 ¥ mRNA 7KF, 42
LR T IL-10 kKK, JREE H I T -«B
22 (inhibitor of nuclear factor-kB, IxB) HI[&
AR AL T 1 H1 4% Al F--«B (nuclear factor-xB, NF-
kB i, IR mRNA KPR e 5
R DA DS A e I AR R B 5 T 1/ B UCBI=2L, i

AN S 2 P e DA B i o= T B TR S S AY
17 (chronic unpredictable mild stress, CUMS) K
iR 2, BRI P IREE. &
MR TEATEE. HEIKKEE . 2O EE )
FEXT RS, JE I R 1 i T8 B R 25 4 R 4T AU,
1.2.4  BREz  BEACAER 24 R B wI i o 1 15 i o
BITREM S /NS, PRGN AR 2 A
G ANRISFEEL, F ol /0N R e ¥ B A G 7 it s 12
e B2 U AR T 2 B IR B T 4 v P R 2 R
/3, AMIETT R8I FR, T et/ BRI
7584, BeAh, R ESEPIE 16S rRNA I FHOR
WERT, R R AT R AU B T TAH DG4 T S5, | =
BEGE ]\ AT TR [ I AWE 5 1 1) 350 70 4 v A DA DS
B3 J5 LI AG R B 7 T8 TR R A 85
2 RIPIAEN RS

Jr TE AT 8 SRR N i T P B B, A 42
TMAEMINZIES 1 T8R4, {ElgiE FRREgs b s
RO, H T b R 20 PR R 4 B TR R 2
A7 Lk i s AR R DR 2 40 5 N 24 R R B 2 SN B
MG, X 4ERE 73 B TR S I Re B A B %
OB ARk — e AR IR & T Ko 2 R
J¥ 38 B BE B ()97 SRR 58 15 BN AT, AR
BT SR AL TR R Ak R
21 HHEH
210 BRSO IR TSR N E G,
HAGHEA . @ERg 23, a7 T8 A3
R~ VIR AR G 2 AEBT, R 2 S I
2GRS o g s 29t AL, P S FA L,
o B BEOTEE, W AR 2
HATFRIMEN, BB EEAIR 2 D) . ImRH
T 96 97 AE W RS 1% 8 BT & ( nonalcoholic
steatohepatitis, NASH) K 3EH:5H4: UC.

sk 9 v 55 PV 7T S P B 7 T 0 ol
NASH K B & 15 57 B Dh e AL 2 2400 BE 27 A4k,
) <R womAS R, AmBHIE NASH #—2
Eefb o T EER M HIE = &5 S NASH K
RS, BT @I TR S SORETE B . IR AR
PE S PEATE 3, oA BN T 197 3 14 A DA A M I
TR EAE S5 A4k, RSB T v &
BRI MAEIEA, FFEdEmiEnE. <
BRFEAR R A A AE, s NASH K BRI
HARRE, A RO SR B A AR DT, Btk
ZAb, VLV b B T 340 W] 2 i iE ek
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HHIES, BEMBIE LRGN, (R
A S T o 7 s 1 . N D 3 R S R
4545 o

T 6 TR DA 2 e 2 s 32 75 5 IR ALl /N L
IRAERE R IR RSB, it R 7 ] st K B HE
R A iR HEE 2, SR Rk & = SR = (1)
TREFEE, HLUREEERERW, ZHAAE TN
%8 &NmIRAEgEE L, B2 E R RL, fR
B E R e R, AT EE R BB, i
HEE. BiE, BRI NGIE 3 &R
W ZhgEBel,

2,12 (@EMUEIT BRIy A AL IR R B G
J7 ALD WrEkbTy, Gigas <. WS h. J7
ez, AR ARKERSSNE, 3. e
ITANEIMALRE, BAR. 5. BEEALE 2T
W B, SRR, SR g,
AIYAYT ALD R4 H 2 5% “ M-I B .

I AR A o, RS 7 A BT o 12
PEZEAEVER K, T RIEE4E4ER B IR
B FER, AN B RABRIA 91.2% (68
B A2 B, U 20 ). fERTE I 5 R]E I A
PEIR, InRImpEE s, SEdgUE IR, (et s 2
WS, PR ERH A A Rk S A, it b A e
() B A VAR, X B R B b R A AR A e A A
B ANFIREEE SRR, RIS a1 e AT B
A H 260,

PRI ORI, R R I 7 PR 14 7 /N B
AT RUFIGIT 88, AT DA IS P 93 /N BRI i
AST. ALT, HGEFIIRE: B2 e 0 22 P4 R0 28 P4 2
MuiRiE, SeER NS RHEPIES, RIS,
HVRTT AR 5 PR IR 25 FUE G SR AR 24081,
FNRIRRIL, ARG 77wl {56 /N RN 2 &
FHELIRBLIEAR . bR MR f AN b i 4t i £ = 0
A, 3 H i ZO-1. occludin 25 Fif, AN AL
R /NN B I B WMt —P R T
REREE I 7 AT Rl “g-FE 7 HHLE, o giE b
R LhRe sz 4, BRI A8 3 % TNF-a /KF, 3Eif
PR I 0 R T YA M P /N BRLB81
2.2 HKZ
221 HA ZRFRMY AR 2 BT 4EREigiE bt
R i S Dife . AT K BRI AT S0/ BRI A )
TR 1) 22 FE ARG 0 A 2 200 1 DR K 2 P ok e i 1
WA S AT I TE N B R, FERed I IL-

23/IL-17 4] 2 iE S5 N2 DA 55 F 38 R 2 R 22 il
UCP; (AT HRE R vl 3@ i 1 5 i i A= e, 4
FripE et DL B Toll #5244 51 4 i
P8 A R 2 VAT R A v i v TSR D BRI A
Shn. AR AR R AN 4 B SRR,
MR AEVGR T /N NAFLD /M0, Hyg R4 2y
AT S A R T S i e L P Y K BRI
RN A A A e i, HARAHLER AT e SaEad 1 AY
AR B R PG S A0 AR K RS2 AR5 5 Tl R
¥ Cajal [H])5T 40 B AR R4 IR 45 A A D e Fe e 1A Ok
3 FERETERIES

I BN B B RSy, EE IS 5 2
AT EE, REY T ER RS IR TR SN g 1 7 [ AL i
Gaggena B4, Hrhyk Je i X 24k (foresaid X receptor,
FXR) BWENIZ OB AR TR “ - e
HAN R AR T 8 5 o VAR o 24 ] S ek a1
AR BRAE RS 5@ B IGTT “ M-I Rl .
3.1 HHEH
311 WEEED WREG GRS EZRTT RET)
U, sk RIs], B AR TE, T
HANE, FEZNET 5 BHAMME DL, 2 KBE R
WA, FHHRMKRM T, LEER PR, BEz
ie AT7l HTRI7 R PENR I ¢ (primary
biliary cholangitis, PBC) NAFLD. JFF£F4E AV 5505

W R E ARG R FTI69T PBC, IR B4
PR, RRE A IS B AR A B T PR ICE &
ALT. AST. BPEBSRREE/K T, I o508 R RIE I . 95
Z. iR SRR SRR, $ReEE
SAUNBFR A AL N 2 R 2 PBC, X AMEM 53T
M5 AT 4Egm AL KR T 19 JKF, IR ER
FEAER, A BB IR R 78 5 R BRAR A L),
3.2 SEHAEEITEL  SeEH e D PO
FME, EVARTAHRRAEE . 77 0 24 SSBA BT AR »
M IS IMAT SIS, BT Z A8
s VEZiBRRE . ARGRBERAATI, ~j2. HEFRIME
s A2 HRRAIES), 2R EFATA. S
IEJRZ A SEHER B IR R 2 TR 9T B W
T HEBET o

I R AR S B i 50T F TR 7 Ak g5 A v e
TR, HECARE R ARG 255 7 8 Y), nl
7B H MR TRIR L, B S BRI R B 7 SR AR 2L
Mec Gill 950 8 R VP50 H WK L e Hikiv oy, Hok
VEOEf S VRN 58 8O R Bl i B e 25 SRR (2 3k Py
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PR FR AR -0 ) L RS, F5 e K AE R A
FEEAE R, LR T 24 e e o FFF Ok T 2 A i, 41
HEICHEME AL Ak, TV AR ] B 45 4 R4,
Bk, iZ7 SRR A B R B RUFIR T RO,
MR B TR EE . D7, NEZR, ks
BEBI N RBBE. BaIERS), DAY
HIE 95.74%, PRI IR E R B I
PRIE AR 1401,

BRI R, SEIAB O T M o-25 AR
P 16 175 3 (V0 P R T IR AR BRI 43, BRI R K
B JFTFPE 3 B 28 1R IR ARG O, 3G JF 4 7 K B
(R B TR, X RiYR YT R0R 5 S i T
B FXR/Nr2AT A R N TGS Sl k),
32 HIKG
321 K BRFALRM, KB KHARRIEERS K
TR AT A A IR R B . BT SRR
FIRZERL A T AR B EMERT BRI AR, K%
RRIE A e I ALT. AST. ALP. SJHZIE M
Sk R R A5 I D R A 7K1 I ek A2 K BRI 7 2 45
5, X PR F 5 KR A 4% K BT 414 FXR A& JH
HIRELIBRRIAA KIS ok, ZIEFRRE, K
TG M2 2 K 2O ARV IR R PR R 350 A R AT
R, I EEE FXR AHAE 5@, A AR R A G
R FRARY, PRI BFAnEE A4 L ThRg, IR fRAe
PR R A 1051,
322 4 BG4 TIE AR R,
WA IRgE, s E R TRMIRg A, H
T B0 B BRI BRAE “ - I el v R B L
TER o WHFCRIN, Al BE 25 S0 IH R AN AE 25 AU I R IX
2 BRI ER S, P B BAR K AR 25k
KB BRFIELT 2 43, Y/ NIH R B R, (Al
V0 Y 2 ot A T A 2580440 o) L 2] ez 24 O &85 4 114
TERIB2; Ak, %25 n] 520 NAFLD /N BRUFIEAR Y
FRARUIFCEE, 23545 24 J5 5 R fiR NAFLD /MR
AR 5 AR I RE G T ER AR R, IX R AT
RO T4 B2 ST IERR T B & AN AL A2
BN BURR R AR R AR
4 FTHHERR
4.1 FHERH
4.1.1 JEIEH EBEHCONUW AT, IR
M, A B FRIMAERR 2 Tho 3296 FFAR I A
9 AUE. A ZSEHE AT AR B
MIFFRMANM, HATFRISAZAT; AR, R

ZARPALIE, FOHEANEE S RIFE S M5
AR B e Z B A EHOAAL, Atk
2y SEA &G 2y, NHEZi H, M
M2 o JBIBEEIGIAR) 2 T RGO 1)
BT

DR ZG A 5T R L, T IB RS O B i i 3
DID A AN R IIERE, A Ry
Ihie, £8 7 “CUGIRRE" HPEINE. 5RaE
SR B HUR 7 T PUR S O E AR E SN
FFREAR AR TR K BR, R0 LB 29 (AR
TREE A2 HHD, 45 FRRIEEHEEIRY T ThiEE,
[ B YR A 2K IURE, R R ML B ah A B
NGFIE WAL B 3h 2= 2R 2Rk, DUEE B piE
B3, METIEITEGN, R KRB
I WL B3R SR RIS W Rk, BF RS 1 k55 5
2 B 18 2 O (e R 24 e ad g R 1 B i T i B HE
T, RN A EEREERIE, g
PR P B OO PR RO o, BPERE LAY <R, 8
VAT “Ta-BT SR AR AL DR MR T 2T 44k o
4.1.2 JEISETT VS E AN AR,
FIGRTARIE G 2 TS, TR B 2 A RTTIER . AN
s FEZAAT AT UE; ol 245 f 2RI
R, B XIEEE LB RS, MR s 42, iR
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Fig.1 Mechanism of regulating liver and spleen traditional Chinese medicine to improve “gut-liver” axis
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Table 1 Information of high-frequency traditional Chinese medicine in classical formulae of harmonizing liver and spleen
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