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Abstract: Objective To determine the codon usage preference of the chloroplast genome of four medicinal plants of Juniperus
genus (J. chinensis, J. pingii, J. gaussenii, and J. procumbens) and the factors that affecting its codon preference. Methods
CodonW, CUSP, SPSS and other software was used to analyze the codon preference of the chloroplast genome of four medicinal
plants of Juniperus. Results The GC content of the chloroplast genome codons of the four medicinal plants of Juniperus was from
35.8% to 37.3%, and the effective number of codon (ENC) value was from 47.10 to 47.79, indicating that their codon preference was
weak. Neutral plotting, ENC-plot, PR2-plot analysis showed that the factors affecting the codon usage bias of the chloroplast genome
of the four medicinal plants of Juniperus species were selection and mutation. At the same time, the relative synonymous codon usage
(RSCU) value and ENC value were used to filter out a total of 65 optimal codons, of which nine codons are the optimal codons
shared by four species of Juniperus. Conclusion The codon preference of four species of Juniperus species uses A/T ending, and
its codon usage bias is mainly affected by natural selection. This study analyzes the codon usage bias of the chloroplast genome of
four species of Juniperus plants and verified it by cluster analysis of the outer group cluster analysis, revealing the main factors
affecting the codon usage bias of Juniperus genus, and it is the foreign protein of the subsequent Juniperus chloroplast genome. The
construction and optimization of expression vectors provide a theoretical basis.
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Table 1 Chloroplast genomes of four species of Juniperusus

YiFh K /bp GC1/% GC2/% GCa/% ENC CAl
[ 126 996 46.42 36.89 25.62 47.10 0.173
B 127 712 46.47 37.75 26.63 47.04 0.172
TG 127 546 46.16 37.46 26.57 4747 0.172
FR A 127 828 46.92 37.98 26.31 47.79 0.172
Fz2 AMRIAEEYHZAERER GC &=X ENC &
Table 2 RSCU value of codons in chloroplast genome of four species of Juniperus
[k B THE TRH
B GCi/% GCy/% GCa/% GCu/% ENC R GCy/% GCyl%GCy/%GCy/% ENC HH GC/% GCi% GCy% GCqyl% ENC HH GCy/% GCyf% GCy% GCy/% ENC
ndhE 4554 3366 21.78 33.66 5241 ndhE 4554 33.66 24.75 34.65 59.39| ndhE 4554 33.66 2475 3465 59.39 |[ndhE 4554 33.66 24.75 34.65 59.39
rpsld 4059 4257 30.69 3795 4464 | rpsld 4059 4257 32.67 38.61 49.24| rpsld 4059 4257 3267 3861 49.24 [ rpsld 4059 4257 3267 38.61 49.24
rpsll4 5122 39.02 2420 3848 4726 rpll4 5203 39.02 25.20 38.75 47.63( rpll4 5122 39.02 2520 3848 47.77 | rpll4 5203 39.02 2520 38.57 47.63
pl22 4462 4000 2077 3513 37.98| rpl20  41.03 41.88 26.50 36.47 49.95| rps8  39.85 40.60 2331 3459 4148 [[rps8  39.85 40.60 23.31 34.59 41.48
rps8 39.85 40.60 2331 3459 41.69 | rps8 39.85 40.60 23.31 3459 4148 rps18 2643 4286 1643 2857 3289 [|atpE  55.88 3897 25.00 39.95 42.26
atpk 5515 3824 2574 39.71 4250 atpE 55.88 38.97 25.00 39.95 42.26| prl16 4752 51.06 2553 4137 4455 | rpll6 4752 51.06 2553 41.37 4455
rpsl8 2806 4532 1727 3022 3165| rpsl8 2643 4286 15.71 28.33 32.31( rpl22  42.96 4225 2113 3545 4092 | rpl22 4296 4225 2042 3521 39.92
rpll6 4752 5106 2553 4137 4455 rpll6 4752 51.06 25.53 41.37 44.55| rps7 4359 30.77 2500 3312 46.92 [rpsl8 2517 4218 15.65 27.66 32.00
ndhl 4472 3602 2733 36.02 5028 rpl22 4225 42252042 34.98 39.92( ndhl 4472 3602 2857 3644 5099 |[ndhl 4472 3602 27.95 36.23 50.90
ycf3 50.00 38.24 31.76 40.00 5438 | ndhJ 5157 3899 25.79 38.78 47.33| ycf3 5000 3882 30.59 39.80 55.36 | ycf3  50.00 38.82 3059 39.80 55.36
ndhG 4286 3571 20.88 33.15 39.73| ndhl 44,72 36.02 27.95 36.23 50.90| ndhG 42.86 35.16 21.98 3333 40.09 | ndhG 42.86 3516 21.98 33.33 40.09
atpF 4919 2919 2865 35.68 48.08| ycf3 50.00 38.82 30.59 39.80 55.36| ycf4 4541 37.30 3297 3856 5191 [ ycf4 4486 37.30 32.97 38.38 5191
vefd 4541 3730 3243 3838 5195| ndhG 4286 35.16 21.43 33.15 40.05( atpF 4839 3011 2957 36.02 5122 |[rpsd 4567 3221 2548 34.46 4853
rps4 4519 3121 2356 33.63 4648 ycf4 4541 3730 3297 3856 5191 rpsd 4519 3269 2548 3446 47.56 || rps3 4444 2844 2311 32.00 45.67
rps3 4578 2844 2311 3244 4566 ( rpsd 4567 3173 25.96 34.46 48.82( rps3 4356 28.00 2311 3156 46.38 | atpl 53.01 36.14 23.69 37.62 49.07
rps2 4353 3578 2348 3420 4523 petB 46.79 3945 3440 40.21 4452( rps2 4267 3578 2457 3434 4642 | rps2 4202 3541 2451 3398 43.73
atpl 5301 36.14 2289 3735 47.97| rps3 4444 2844 2356 32.15 4579 atpl  53.04 3644 2348 3765 4841 | cemA 3969 3092 30.15 3359 43.59
chiL 50.17 3711 25.09 3746 52.27| atpl 5301 36.14 23.29 37.48 4841| cemA 39.69 3130 30.15 3372 4456 | rpl2 4838 49.10 27.80 41.76 51.04
clpP 55.05 3453 29.97 39.85 50.23 | rps2 4163 3580 2451 33.98 43.88| rpl2 3354 4187 3862 3801 59.01 |chiL 5017 3711 24.05 37.11 51.32
CCSA 3778 4000 2857 3545 4768 cemA  39.69 3092 30.15 3359 4359( chlL 5017 3711 2509 3746 5231 |clpP 5524 3397 3111 40.11 5156
petA 5217 3416 2329 3654 46.09( rpl2 4818 49.27 28.10 41.85 52.30( ccsA  38.34 4089 29.07 36.10 4731 |[ccsA  37.74 4025 28.93 35.64 47.25
rpoA 4239 3343 2478 3353 5101 chiL 50.17 37.11 23.71 37.00 51.15| clpP 5524 3397 30.16 39.79 5177 || petA 51.86 34.16 23.60 36.54 45.62
psbA 5113 4294 3390 4266 38.77| clpP 5492 33.97 30.48 39.79 50.60| petA 5248 3416 2329 36.65 4532 | rpoA 4269 3313 25.07 33.63 5154
rpoCl  49.29 3442 2380 3584 4586 ccsA 37.74  40.25 29.25 35.74 47.62|| rpoA 42,99 3343 2448 3363 5148 | psbA 5113 4294 34.46 42.84 39.60
psaB 4980 4190 2952 4041 4579 petA 51.86 34.16 23.60 36.54 45.62| pshA 51.13 4294 3418 4275 3956 | ndhA 4309 36.86 24.66 34.87 4757
psaA 5133 4227 3040 4133 47.68| rpoA 4269 3313 2507 33.63 51.54[ ndhA 4336 36.86 2493 3505 47.76 | ndhH 4822 3553 28.17 37.31 46.70
accD 4379 2510 2343 30.77 4746 pshA 51.13 42.94 34.46 42.84 39.60 ndhH 4822 3553 27.66 37.14 46.55 | chIN 51.09 3952 24.67 3843 4755
rpoB 4827 3412 2235 3491 4521 ndhA 4336 36.86 24.93 35.05 47.95|( chIN 50.87 39.30 24.89 3836 47.39 |[rbcL  58.61 44.33 28.36 43.77 48.73
rpoC2 4269 3121 2449 3279 4766| ndhH 4822 3553 28.17 37.31 46.70| rbcL 5840 4433 2794 4356 48.12 [ atpB 53.86 40.85 27.24 40.65 45.14
chiN 44,09 3428 3570 38.02 47.87| atpB 5386 40.85 27.03 4058 4500 | ndhD 3913 3696 28.26 34.78 48.27
rbeL 5861 44.33 28.36 43.77 48.73| matk 3825 3347 27.69 3313 4802 |atpA 5512 37.80 23.03 38.65 4421
atpB 53.86 40.85 27.44 40.72 4513 ndhD 38.86 3669 28.60 3471 4888 | chiB 5138 3681 21.65 36.61 43.46
ndhD  39.13 36.96 28.66 34.91 48.46| atpA 5551 37.80 2323 3885 4443 [ rpoCl 4873 3470 2450 35.98 46.02
atpA 5492 37.80 23.03 38.58 44.35| chlB 5157 36.81 21.65 36.68 4337 psaB 49.80 42.04 29.80 40.54 46.03
chiB 51,18 36.81 21.46 36.48 43.36| rpoC1 48.73 3456 2436 35.88 4580 | psaA 51.60 4213 29.87 41.20 4757
rpoCl  48.87 3456 24.65 36.02 45.77| psaB  49.80 4204 29.93 40.59 46.08 | rpoB 4850 34.24 2225 3500 44.59
pasB 49.80 42.04 29.80 4054 46.03| psaA 51.60 4213 30.00 4124 4761 | ycfl 4300 3228 33.07 36.12 51.62
ndhF 3829 3829 28.82 35.14 4857| rpoB  48.04 3437 2252 3497 4448
psaA 51.60 42.13 29.87 41.20 47.57
accD 4490 26.30 26.08 32.43 49.77
rpoB 4859 34.33 22.07 35.00 44.43
rpoC2 4281 3213 25.24 33.39 47.57
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Table 3 Correlation analysis of codon parameters in chloroplast genome of four Juniperusus species
Wi LE| GC1 GC: GCs GCan ENC

G GC» -0.132

GCs 0.392* 0.201

GCanl 0.671™ 0.556™ 0.743™

ENC 0.423* -0.396" 0.419" 0.198

FEILFHN 0.109 -0.281 0.016 -0.090 0.093
E I GC: 0.074

GCs 0.169 0.103

GCal 0.735™ 0.592™ 0.577™

ENC 0.243 -0.186 0.391" 0.223

FEILFHN 0.117 -0.275 0.022 -0.056 0.002
A GC: 0.025

GCs 0.037 0.163

GCal 0.709™ 0.574™ 0.543™

ENC 0.140 -0.224 0.552" 0.230

HHFHN 0.271 0.029 0.074 0.231 -0.053
FHHLAA GC2 0.092

GCs 0.221 0.087

GCal 0.774™ 0.568™ 0.584™

ENC 0.302 -0.208 0.482™ 0.288

EIDFHN 0.079 -0.200 0.256 0.059 0.110

P<0.05 "P<0.01
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Fig. 1 Analysis of ENC-plot
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Table 4 Frequency distribution of ENC ratio
LB Jis| E B B RS AR
i B e WEL SE% B % B BRI%
(-0.25, -0.15) 0 0.00 1 0.02 1 0.03 1 0.03
(-0.15, -0.05) 3 0.10 3 0.07 3 0.08 3 0.08
(-0.05, 0.05) 14 0.48 16 0.38 17 0.45 14 0.38
(0.05, 0.15) 8 0.28 18 0.43 15 0.39 16 0.43
(0.15, 0.25) 2 0.07 3 0.07 1 0.03 2 0.05
(0.25, 0.35) 2 0.07 1 0.02 1 0.03 1 0.03
it 29 38 42 37
1.0 1.0 10 1.0
_ B4 = RS < TR FA = ik
P * * +
} 05 AV Los e $os “pe S os s
= < < < N
<
0 0 0 0
0 05 1 0 0.5 1 0 0.5 1 0 0.5 1
Gs/(Gs—|—C3) G3/(G3+C3) Gg/(Gg+C3) GS/(G3+C3)

2 PR2-plot 5%
Fig. 2 Analysis of PR2-plot
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Fig. 3 Analysis of neutrality plot
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B, Pl AR B X 2 AN E F R RSCU Al
33 mMEBFHE ARSCU, W% 5. #EHL RSCU>1 ML T N =i
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Table 5 RSCU value of codons in chloroplast genome of four species of Juniperus

REMZEN T FRik Egg?li RS %‘E@gﬁ *KiE ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁi RS ﬁfgﬁ%ﬁﬁ
ARMEN T BEE 7 5 7
RSCU  RsCU ARSCU  pocy  mscu ARSCU  pecy  Rscu ARSCU pecy Rscuy ARSCU
Phe  UUU 123 157 =029 135 171 =037 113 161 —049 136 155 —020
UuC 077 048 029 066 029 037 0.8 039 049 065 045 019
Lew UUA 172 227 -055 165 185 —0.20 174 191 -017 181 175  0.05
UUG 171 110 06l 148 138 010 133 137 -004 151 131 020
CUU 119 143 -025 0.99 133 034 136 128 008 121 147 -0.26
cuc 0.06 053 -047 011 041 -0.30 0 061 061 022 051 —0.30
CUA 104 067 038 153 051 102 123 061 062 0.90 057 033
CUG 027 0 027 024 052 -0.29 0.35 035 0 036 039 —0.04
le  AUU 151 129 022 150 132 018 134 136 002 135 122 014
AUC 032 077 -045 059 067 -0.08 044 076 -032 0.42 079 036
AUA 116 094 022 0.92 101 —0.09 122 088 034 123 100 023
Met  AUG 100 100 0 1.00 100 0 100 100 0 100 100 0
val  GUU 0,69 111 -042 127 126 001 109 103 006 0.94 134 -0.40
GUC 027 007 020 025 032 -007 0.17 039 -022 027 038 011
GUA 274 166 108 228 149 0.79 250 163 088 237 130 108
GUG 030 116 -086 021 094 -0.73 024 095 072 043 099 —0.57
Ser  UCU 328 140 188 297 132 165 261 127 135 259 145 113
uce 055 087 -032 058 054 004 0,59 083 -024 0562 065 —0.02
UCA 050 166 -117 074 159 —0.85 134 128 006 117 121 —0.04
UcG 0.16 044 —028 013 055 —0.42 013 076 -063 013 055 —0.42
Po CCU 241 071 170 148 084 064 193 082 111 176 090 086
cce 032 036 -004 081 096 -0.16 0,61 041 020 0.94 092 002
CCA 127 090 037 162 079 083 147 109 038 130 074 056
cCe 0 069 069 010 042 -032 0 068 068 0 044 —0.44
The  ACU 132 145 -013 120 168 —0.48 1.76 125 051 187 183 0.04
ACC 077 028 049 044 071 -027 0,55 051 004 08 052 028
ACA 124 190 -067 135 141 0,06 102 181 -080 083 133 050
ACG 0567 037 030 102 021 081 0.68 043 025 0550 031 019
Al GCU 248 204 044 271 175 097 253 171 082 217 175 042
GCC 0.28 035 -007 039 062 022 0.35 053 018 053 068 —0.15
GCA 114 115 -001 082 117 -0.35 0.91 120 -029 1.00 101 —0.02
GCG 0.10 046 -035 008 047 -0.39 0.22 056 034 031 056 —0.25
Tyr  UAU 161 180 -019 210 175 035 153 169 017 153 168 —0.16
UAC 0.39 020 019 040 025 015 0.48 031 017 048 032 016
TER UAA 3.00 200 100 150 075 075 150 189 039 150 150 0
UAG 0 00 0 075 -075 0 061 061 0 0 0
His  CAU 157 178 -021 170 122 048 1.60 162 002 1.20 126 —0.06
CAC 0.40 022 018 030 028 002 0.40 038 002 030 024 006
Gih  CAA 137 146 -009 174 169 004 149 148 0 136 156 —0.20
CAG 0563 054 009 0.27 106 —0.79 0,52 052 -001 154 044 110
Asn AAU 168 150 018 149 148 001 161 129 033 169 143 026
AAC 032 050 -018 052 052 —0.01 024 072 -048 031 057 —-0.26
Lys  AAA 171 116 055 171 129 042 173 118 055 155 115  0.40
AAG 029 084 —-055 029 071 -042 0.27 082 -055 045 085 —0.40
Asp  GAU 192 160 032 189 133 056 104 150 044 177 142 035
GAC 0,08 040 -032 011 067 -056 0.06 051 —-044 023 058 —0.35
Glu  GAA 103 156 -053 137 168 —0.31 124 156 -0.32 120 161 —-0.41
GAG 097 044 053 0563 354 —201 0.76 024 032 0:80 039 041
Cys  UGU 044 192 -147 083 153 -0.70 0.90 165 —-0.75 060 126 —0.86
UGC 089 008 08l 067 047 020 0,60 035 025 0.90 054 036
TER UGA 0 100 -1.00 150 150 0 150 100 050 150 150 0
Tp UGG 033 100 -067 075 100 -0.25 050 100 -050 050 100 —0.50
Aty CGU 229 157 072 213 200 013 226 146 080 235 166  0.69
e 022 018 004 038 030 008 022 021 001 052 045 007
CGA 093 187 -094 135 137 -0.02 170 140 030 099 149 051
cGe 023 058 -035 045 041 004 0.23 055 -032 023 037 015
Ser  AGU 098 134 -036 107 148 041 081 146 -065 084 136 -0.52
AGC 053 025 028 052 058 —0.06 0,52 040 011 066 054 012
Ay AGA 195 130 066 130 147 -017 126 147 -021 149 147 0.03
AGG 038 090 -052 039 045 —0.06 034 092 -050 043 059 015
Gly GCU 194 138 056 129 127 002 174 118 056 200 127 074
GGC 025 010 015 033 037 -004 022 016 007 035 028 007
GGA 152 102 052 202 141 061 183 146 037 156 146  0.10
GGG 027 117 -090 037 096 -050 022 121 -099 010 100 -0.01
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Table 6 Optimal codons in chloroplast genomes of four
Juniperusus species
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R (4, 7AW 3 K% BRI R T s
B EAE R Horbalithin RN 13, Gln CAG™
H = BRF H Asn AAU AAU™ AAU
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Table 7 RSCU values of codons in chloroplast genomes of seven species
N RSCU 1§
S KR T _ E— :
AR Ty EE T BRI I FTEE PA
Phe UUU 1542 1520 1522 1515 1.823 1.263 1.524
uuc 0457 0.480 0.479 0.486 0.177 0.737 0.476
Leu UUA 1873 1.864 1.863 1.865 3.097 1.753 1.939
UUG  1.190 1.162 1.181 1.163 0.697 1.377 1.128
CUU  1.419 1.411 1.407 1.412 1577 1.482 1.579
cuc 0315 0.330 0.335 0.330 0.190 0.418 0.326
CUA  0.892 0.823 0.887 0.908 0.303 0.636 0.684
CUG 0311 0.321 0.327 0.322 0.137 0.333 0.344
lle AUU 1448 1.387 1.383 1.390 1.583 1.414 1.400
AUC  0.443 0.510 0.548 0.510 0.380 0.652 0.455
AUA  1.064 1.100 1.033 1.099 1.043 0.934 1.144
Met AUG  1.000 1.000 0.991 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000
val GUU  1.361 1.331 1.340 1.332 1.133 1.680 1.112
GUC  0.450 0.434 0.461 0.453 0.520 0.388 0.593
GUA  1.653 1.713 1.720 1.694 0.507 1.324 1.581
GUG 0536 0.521 0.497 0.520 1.840 0.610 0.526
Ser UCU  1.888 1.887 1.791 1.892 1.370 1.531 1.864
ucc  0.773 0.826 0.748 0.826 0.717 1.007 0.631
UCA  1.323 1.276 1.369 1.274 1.260 1.204 1.208
UCG  0.343 0.388 0.461 0.388 0.737 0.669 0.530
Pro CCU  1.739 1.756 1.866 1.743 1.717 1.391 1.826
CCC  0.637 0.603 0.600 0.616 0.637 0.948 0.644
CCA  1.002 1.049 1.017 1.049 1.193 1.250 1.192
CCG  0.449 0.417 0.343 0.373 0.453 0.377 0.338
Thr ACU 1728 1.755 1.662 1.760 2.427 1.405 1.754
ACC  0.568 0.567 0.576 0.569 0.570 0.895 0.594
ACA  1.252 1.145 1.218 1.139 0.623 1.320 1.149
ACG  0.495 0.530 0.543 0.532 0.380 0.380 0.503
Ala GCU 1892 1.909 1.913 1.897 2.673 1.850 1.888
GCC  0.444 0.438 0.440 0.448 0.223 0.541 0.541
GCA  1.258 1.258 1.195 1.269 0.853 1.268 1.289
GCG  0.405 0.395 0.495 0.385 0.250 0.342 0.283
Tyr  UAU 1628 1.610 1.607 1.607 1.843 1.786 1.569
UAC _ 0.372 0.390 0.393 0.393 0.157 0.240 0.431
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P RSCU 1&
= s SR - P> 2
ARR T g R TR B BT P A
TER UAA 2.087 1.826 1.826 1.957 1.000 1.714 1.688
UAG 0.522 0.652 0.522 0.522 2.000 0.429 0.750
His CAU 1.522 1.552 1.525 1.549 0.903 1.515 1.505
CAC 0.391 0.361 0.388 0.364 0.430 0.390 0.370
GIn CAA 1.544 1.552 1.546 1.553 1.410 1.444 1.462
CAG 0.456 0.448 0.455 0.448 0.590 0.556 0.538
Asn AAU 1.503 1.515 1.512 1.523 1.673 1.413 1.569
AAC 0.540 0.485 0.488 0.477 0.327 0.587 0.431
Lys AAA 1.523 1.510 1.524 1.466 1.597 1.431 1.519
AAG 0.433 0.494 0.476 0.490 0.403 0.473 0.481
Asp GAU 1.522 1.517 1.522 1.520 1.833 2.346 1.423
GAC 0.526 0.483 0.478 0.480 0.167 0.607 0.578
Glu GAA 1.588 1.517 1.527 1.517 1.353 1.445 1.523
GAG 0.499 0.483 0.473 0.483 0.647 0.608 0.477
Cys UGU 1.269 1.265 1.270 1.265 0.333 1.421 1.748
UGC 0.574 0.561 0.557 0.561 1.000 0.484 0.564
TER UGA 0417 0.522 0.522 0.522 0.000 0.857 0.563
Trp UGG 0.783 0.826 0.826 0.826 0.667 0.857 0.867
Arg CGU 1.693 1.630 1.659 2.527 1.470 1.384 1.553
CGC 0.343 0.355 0.353 0.352 0.557 0.233 0.319
CGA 1.313 1.257 1.272 1.262 1.047 1.560 1.260
CGC 0.259 0.318 0.320 0.316 0.117 0.503 0.453
Ser AGU 1.302 1.193 1.245 1.191 1.810 1.067 1.281
AGC 0.370 0.430 0.369 0.430 0.107 0.529 0.488
Arg AGA 1.783 1.862 1.867 1.886 1.477 1.734 1.995
AGG 0.541 0.533 0.530 0.528 1.327 0.589 0.420
Gly GCU 1.333 1.352 1.353 1.352 1.020 1.245 1.373
GGC 0.277 0.278 0.280 0.278 0.357 0.374 0.269
GGA 1.817 1.826 1.828 1.823 1.697 1.716 1.929
GGG 0.573 0.543 0.537 0.545 0.923 0.709 0.429
. AR, SRR B IR 6B
g BB B e, e B S LK
TR Rl HRLI2814 a2 G AR T | AR 356 56 1) 5 M) A o) 25 18
B HIE A —3, HEN O] BEAFAE 2 PR 25 52 AR ) 2%
LZS W FmiFPE, AR YR a5 2500 - A4 ) 2
b ESTEE NN
- I 5 9P ST (A TR 4 257 ) RSCU {8

4 SRR TIIE
Fig. 4 Outer group cluster analysis graph
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