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Abstract: Objective With the improvement of people’s lifequality, consumers pay extra attention to the greenness and safety of skin
care products, and traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) skin care products are in a period of rapid development, visualizing and
analyzing the research related to herbal skin care products from a global patent perspective. Methods The Orbit database was used
to conduct a detailed analysis of the technological development of TCM skin care products through the contents published in patent
literature, taking TCM skin care products as the retrieval subject. Among them, the analysis focused on the countries or
regionsdistribution, application time and main applicantsdistribution of patent applications related to traditional Chinese medicine skin
care productsin the past five years, and carried out branch and cluster analysis on the technology. Results At present, TCM skin care
product technology was in an active development stage , especially in recent years, Chinese medicine skin care technology was in a
high-speed development state. From the viewpoint of technology distribution, the countries (regions) with nearly five years patent
applications for TCM skin care products was mainly China. The technological development of TCM skin care products in China was

the most stable, with Chinese applicants in an absolute predominance in this technological area for nearly five years. The technological
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composition reveals that organic fine chemistry was one of the key areas of TCM skin care products, and pharmaceutical, food

chemistry, and basic materials chemistry were key technological areas. Cluster analysis found that formulations of cared for skin

clustered as hot spots with cosmetic or similar cosmetic preparations. Conclusion TCM skin care products are in the rapid and stable

development of patents life cycle. The market prospect of relevant products is broad, and innovation points of research and development

are frequently found. It can promote the development of TCM skin care products and provide a new foothold for the diversified

development of TCM technology by promoting the interaction and integration of multiple key technologies, supplementing

technological gaps, keeping up with the market trend to carry out technological innovation and product optimization.
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Fig. 1 Global application volume of TCM skin care products patents
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Fig.5 Top 30 patent applicants-country (region) distribution of TCM skin care products in recent five years (no data sources

in the blank area)
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Fig. 6 Top 30 patent applicants-legal status distribution of TCM skin care products in recent five years
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Fig. 10 Top 30 patent applicants-technical fields distribution of TCM skin care products in recent five years
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