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Research progress on safety of essential oils from traditional Chinese medicine
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Abstract: Essential oils of traditional Chinese medicine has been widely used in aromatherapy and medical care due to its significant
pharmacological activity, but there are relatively few studies on its safety evaluation, and the potential adverse reactions are lack of in-
depth research. This paper reviews the toxic causes, toxic effects, toxic mechanism and safety problems of essential oils of traditional

Chinese medicine by referring to domestic and foreign literature, in order to provide reference for rational application of essential oils

of traditional Chinese medicine and health food industry.
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PR ROMAE R BN AR EE M, R RN
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PR T 0T i e 2 B A A AR T B I KR & (80
mg/kg) /MR I MR SEA R RO, Bz JEk
IR 1% R EAR GG RSB E RS SR
FEAREERE, T 25% FR) FCAR SRR 0T B2 JER T B A
PEAEC M, TR R RS R AN H R 1.05
mL/kg BT SRR B 4 A i AT SE AR BRI 1), 3
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SO /INGR, ip FHAE T A (1004 200, 300 mg/kg)
Jg o, MiE N A R A E B (alanine
aminotransferase, ALT) Fl K& & R It 7 % i
(aspartate aminotransferase, AST) 7KF LA EAH K
F T E; Gary Zl4ig iEPE F344 KR R T &y
(186. 375. 750 mg/kg) 16 FKIM, . E7FlEL
B BT AR A . B ARSI B IR R
IR TR RN S R i T S e A, L
ALT. AST /K FTtmE, BP—x “E-F-%F7 KR,
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Table 1 Classification and toxicity of essential oils
;Zy;il REDT FERMERIR BRI SCHR
1 T I AT SIS BZE. LB, DUEZ0. OB PUEBoHl. RS ehesal: Rk, 8
FME, HBUKME . KIRER
Fifd T i Rt BUER SRR, IR, Bk Bl MR, E R, AR SRELMEREZE. 19-20
W s PR PRI R
N AE PR MR, X SLERE. fhiE. WUW. BOR. SREMEZE. L5, EREG. Rk 21-22
A 3R R FROREM VR, WO, BT DRE S 23
g LTRUTENE  EARE. FY — —
B, ik
LWEMmilE LRI AS — —

KR AF

SEORRE B, OahdiE, Sl R A RGN il 24

#ov KM, hiE. Bk

Wl RIEE SR

FEMH BRE BEEEE, BN IR, BRUE. AREREIR, HEHIBUYRE 25-26

FIEN i 3
[ &M T& LR R 2, B RISU . ARSI S, SEURIhREsE . AT 27
il kg
[EEN HHEA IEOERE R 2, BRI JRFE L B, K 28
ATy S RIBES AR R 98, HBLEE . S5 29
i SR Py N AN 5 @1V J B N 011D SN 8 A N 2 5 N €78 NI /NN 18 S 977 )
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i e P KT RIS W IE R, 7 S S RN R IE R ™ R B RIR A 14
P FERE P SlUEREAE S5 BRE SRR, BORIBLLLRE, KM K, AR 32
Fr W R S BT BRI 19

THEREMEAEENE S, R )TUE 2 25 72 R
AR T WA 2oREMNE A, BT W
gkl B ARAFAE LA R I T4, /N R
ig FEATRE I (0.3~0.5 mL/kg) A& 5] T4 MK B |
REWGASTE, B /NG b B A K 4], SR 2 i 3
KRG 7 E TS EAE 0.19~0.42 mL/kg, AF4H
DS N=7i7 U o 2 Y P = I NI BUIE 2 B
it /NRIESE 7 d TR 300 mg/kg B SR S80S
NEB, EAR. BRIEVR, BERRARENE, 5
AEIEEEPENT . iR A A (1200 mg/kg)
/INERFF A ZR B A2 400, D) o R IR I 2 HE
FIZEEL, dffisife, MSEY 5K, BAEE/NERMK,
B NE A, B /NE L R Am K . PRAEARNSI,
22 DEEM
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AR RIS 72 AR — 5 IO IR BE AR50, /N Jp 710
T B MK R 1L (quantitative structure-activity
relationship, QSAR) X% K 181 b 2=t 4T
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DNA #iffi, #&nEHIFIERMER —E stk
PR3, 2RI A T 5 5 28 AR AN i 3 2 Rl 2 A
MY EARIGAY, 2R R EF ., 25BN
(R RI4 2% 3 Fe S SSIRFF 78 R /N B ig 2 mL/kg 3
MR, A BRORRE SRS R I B R . IR I
THOR% 2R 0K 7 W T 26 5 56 R ZH AR L 2 32 25 v
MK 2 mL/kg X G &R A 78 76 1 3 4L 2 1% .
Evandri %50V i 40 1 J ] RAGAIS K, TTIRH
AR 34, HEA GRS AT TA98. TA100 A
WP2uvrA B HEAMETCFERIENE, M HAREMPIR
e, AR IEART 2-REE 2% TA9S B AR K75 48
W7, 2RI AR TR X 7 AR
PR AR A% AR 6 3 2 4 () F 9 R B B T 2R AL &
W7, Andrade 2508V BRI AR 1 AT 56 L 21 5
FELREG 55 A EL4H i DNA 15 3, &I
H— 5 BB AR B o /N B i AN [R] 77 B A2 19 (400
200. 100 mg/kg) 75 & I B BEMUZ 2 R IG %
R, R TrEER S BAME LR EER, R
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F A 22 A (000, RGBS VD 171 R 7R [
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K T T B A B 00T, Ak, AR A A R e
O ZRR G i (621, 22 ORS t1 (0311 T B i 1) i A%
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JUARTR PG, ZEAR. BRMRUCEL R THE, $ndRAR
PR AR EEVE B A 5 SR RO, A% e S5 eolid
I PR R R AR )R AT
B fa R R, B4 T 12 mg/L K
FETR, 24 h W) AR AR BE D iR
MAEKKRE, MHIETATH; 96 h i) IS
FEMES . OBER R, SRS, 1R IR 3
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BRIE RN AT ETER > E AR > A, B
TR SEOTRI 9T o B4 R 0 B 5 £ IR iR R B 52,
25 LS oR ol BERLRE R TR B D R R
TIREIREE 6.25 pg/mL I A M REAE BT 5 f iR fif
MAEEIRZ., A5l BEEE. OIEKE A%,
BRI ERIEING, FERBE GG SOEAE
F o REHERMAERTEIRE KT 3 pg/mL I, 2855
12h (post fertilization 12 hours, 12 hpf) BT LR
5 H ISR [P TE IS 5 24 hpf FBEE i H IR AEIR J
H, DR R TN, SR EHE KM AT
—ERBENE, HAKERE, FrBoRes,
2.6 PIRMEZRFHN

WEAiE, —WMECR 5 mL gl & L
AR E, 15 mL DL ERPRTEOE; /MR ig
fr e, PGSR DE R BHIE R SE R, X
HAERER, KB IR 0, RIS A TR s P A
T, HEFVEA YT, ft i 2 07 &
HAH A 30858 W 9T 27 3 mmol/L ¥R FE fr A
B R] G N 2R s & T A e, TE R =Rk E (5
mmol/L) ', F-FERAEESNT, R A I BT
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M RgiEt, HEIMGHGERY], BT R
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HE2) 95% ) Re i, A4 A 51 EE 1A I 3 225
B o $E R AT DL R O3 2R AR B EE M L 75 T 2k
FARSEACN . #0%] DNA #5%. ATP & R EE1EH
1 RARLR DI RE KL, SRR L . I SE 4%
R T FERAR U 2R AR P IR A 22 (respiratory
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oxygen index, P/O) . FFIFE S & . ATP % & & Na',
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K*-ATP fif. Ca?"-ATP gl Mg?'-ATP Bgi5 1%, 1
H 2RI Dy fig, SZmn e AU, SRR
WP IR =R ER G IR DI RE,  FRAR Sk ik JE F i
ATP [l A5 T A RLI 5| S 28 R A 1) 45+ A
DIReRAG, &m0 700, PO K 32 K
g3 PURERE T4 5 IE Na®, K'-ATP Bg3E v, 7~
A 0L,
3.2 RERK

XAEYIMART S, FER MR —Fh RV, I
g O A, RIS RE A L 4P/ 22 -1B (interleukin-
1B, IL-1B). IL-6 AR sRAEAF-a (tumor necrosis
factor-o, TNF-00) S %A, X E6 5 % [KF-Rets &
PENAZ T HE— B TBOK, (ki E T AR SE . BRI
PR BASE R TR R ] A% £ -«B  (nuclear
factor-kB, NF«xB). IL-6. 4i%i¢H41/E KK T
(connective tissue growth factor, CTGF). a-F¥F AL
H&EA (a-smooth muscle actin, a-SMA) [HJRIAH,
FEUMBHLA YA o 0278 S S I v A i et 2
& TNF-o IL-6 7K°F, 1958 NF-xB. 4 &5 23
f-1 (intercellular cell adhesion molecule-1, ICAM-1)
HEHRBET . S Rl @ i NO.
TNF-o.. IL-6. IL-10 & &/,
3.3 MEEK

M58 2R AR A I R R i A DG, AT
Rt 5 NEF R, FE2nElEs. EKH
T MBEFEFEZMRRMAT . A DR
K IEURI, AT A A B R T 2 S Bl
R ARG R, A8 A B2 A2 KR F- (vascular
endothelial growth factor, VEGF) #& ELF2 451 FI1H 15
A8 AR B e B L AR KR, FEAR IR IR in AR
HREE A B o Zhou SOV IR AN ) A2 5H K
B BT Re S AR ik S A ) B R sl A R AN
TR 2R S5, # VEGF fIREAIIEE, M
L NIN=RE S % S

3.4 BTi®E

G R M A AP B I BT S S
I MR Bl TE (i KOs ) AR it B+
WIEM y-F AT A % (gamma absorptiometry
aminobutyric acid type A, GABAA) 24K, K I@IE) ™
ZofiTMaRg, @adEwehs s BB, 3)
ErAL R TR G T o, fErh
M2 R g K45 E HEA/E B, GABAA X1k 2
GABA ZARH)— AR, I Re bR 52 Ok pf
AL E VI, GABAA ZARY GG, &ET
Wi, P& RAEBIL, MfmaE5kiE, M
T PR AR 22 TC 4B 1 s GABAA 2R AT {125 7T
FRAC T AE AT RN TR I, AN . AT
B A] AN S I A (protein kinase A, PKA)
TR HPEE C (protein kinase C, PKC) X B FIHIE )
WERRALAE R, T ELRERH Y KdiE, i Ca? Wi,
PR e LAk, B8R B RIENINER, 75K
FRAEIE B30, AR JE T GABAA SZARHIHIF,
AT GABAA S2AA T THE A AR IR th 5 B HL iR
AR GABAA Z1KINAE, THAA GABA figft
8, FRAEEURAE RTS8, (AT R A E RO 2
B-MAH B ) 2~3 1%, Bk KR,
4 EFERHREMEFNAERER

T 5038 388 R FH 2 ) S B0 >R SR B 2545 i 1)
LDso/LCso~ AMEEA EMEHMFIE (no observed
adverse effect level, NOAEL) F15 E4E H i 5 A%
B, AR I A Py A B S S AT T R R )
FI VY, FE RIS B ST B 9T L3R 2. HhER 2
AR, 2R M B E RN UK, LDso/LCso KT
500 mg/kg, AMEEMERIAMKERUE; AFHLH
BT, NRGAREMESCR, WAL AFERIK,
WIERPRTIMAE L VN EE 2 251N, RILHR T,
BRI LDso KT & 2524, MR 25 251 R
et
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Table 2 Experimental study on toxicology of essential oils

R B o ) \ BB .

3 : ! | &/(mg-kg™! : EESENlE '

B e Ly ESit) R/ (mg kg™ Gt 5 245 [A] yrm SCik
ZER WA KM /AR 3420, 2700, 2160, 1710+ 1350mg-g™' Mk X%, WE14d LDsol589.68 mgkg™ 89

Albino Holtzman X 100, 250. 500

HIEF Wistar albino K& 300, 600. 900. 1200, 1500 2000 iR FIRGZ, WEE14d

Wistar A i 1% 5%
Wistar albino KX, 65+ 130, 260
W KM /DR

125, 1.67. 223, 297, 396, 528mLkg™! TR PAREAZE, W 14d

AR 13k-d!, %%4:28d  NOAEL 100 mgkg™ 90
LDso1284.2 mgkg™! 91
NOAEL>5%

NOAEL 260 mg-kg™!
LDs02.27 gkg™! 92

GR BIRGHAEWEE 144
FAR 1k-d!, #%4E28d
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fo O e F R (me ke ST R
AARL  FF  albino MR 2000 DR Bk%25, W% 14d  LDso>2000 mgkg™! 93
albino /> i 2000 OfR 19k-d™!, #8:21d  NOAEL>2000 mgkg™
& 10% B BREGY, W 14d  LDso>10%
EEA 42 KM/BAR 300.00. 546.20. 710.06. 923.08.1200.00 Mt SRRLGZEME 7d  LDs0688.33 mgkg™! 48
Wistar K i 50, 100 200 AR 1¥d!, #490d  NOAEL>200mgkg™' 94
BEER KM /MR 10000+ 8000+ 6400 5000 3000, 2000~ K ig7d, W% 14d LDso4 122.33 mg-kg™! 95
1000 500
75 ICR /MR 215.2. 463.6. 998.8. 2151.8 gkg™! AR Bk%A25, M 7d  LDs750.0 g-kg™! 52
HARZE Swiss albino /MR 2000 DR BARAZEME 14d  LDso>2000 mg-kg™! 96
Swiss albino /M 2000 AR 13k-d!, %4:21d  NOAEL>2000 mgkg™!
%R E KM/BAR 2000, 2152, 2335, 2460, 2625. 3000 Fflx HiR%%5, W5 14d  LDs247825mgkg™ 97
KM /i 2000 SR HIRAY, WE 14d  LDse>2000 mg-kg™!
KM /MR 2000 mg'm3 WA PIRAGZ), W& 14d LCso (2 h) >2000
mg-kg!
AR  Wistar K 100, 300 AR 13k-d!, %4:90d  NOAEL>300mgkg™ 98
EA  KMAR 11817, 16565, 2319.1, 3246.8, 45455 MR HRGZAEME 14d  LDs02454.71 mg'kg™ 99
GiERR B KM /R 21.50. 10.00. 4.64. 2.15 gkg™! DR BRAZEMEE 14d LDs09.26g'kg™' (&), 74
7.94 g'kg™! ()
RH KM /R 1900, 2140, 2400, 2700. 3010, 3400. Fflx HRZZEWE 14d  LDso2 570 mg'kg™ 100
3800
KM /MR 137.5, 27.5. 13.8. 6.9 AMR 13k-d', %%:60d NOAEL13.8 mgkg™
BEEIRE H SD KR 4640, 2150, 1000, 464 DR BARAZEME 14d  LDso 1710 mg'kg™' 101
(%), 1470 mg'kg™!
&)
SD Ki# 4640, 2150, 1000, 464 %R RS, ME 14d  LDs3160mgkg! ($).
4300 mgkg™ (&)
SD ki 5000 mg'm™3 W HIREEH, ELRA 2 LCso (2 h) >5 000
h, W% 14d mg-m™3
KM /MR 3480, 2985, 25143, 2137.2 . 1816.6. HMt k&), W& 14d  LDso2 1842 mgkg™
1 544.1
Wistar A il 218.42. 72.80. 2427 FIAR 1-d!, ¥4 28d  NOAEL24.27 mgkg™!
R KM /MR 1700 1750, 1800, 1850 1900 R BIR%75, MEE14d  LDsol 824.01 mgkg™! 102
T#H KM/R 73+ 584, 4672, 37376, 2990 1gkg™! AR HRGHEME 7d  LD»5.5233gkg™! 103
YRR H¥E KM AR 107.92. 134.89. 168.62 210.77. 26347 FfR Fk%%, W% 7d  LDso15835gkg™ 104
gkg!
ZF HEEE KM/AR 412, 7. 3133, 2379, 1751, 1352gkg™ Ok SIK4%4, W& 14d  LDs0237.8 gkg™! 105
R WH KM /M 92016+ 7.3613. 58890, 47112, 3.7690 RIS, WETd  LDs5.0381gkg! 106
gkg™!
HRt EI KM /MR 45.0. 36.0. 28.8. 23.0. 18.4 gkg! Ok PRIRZZS, WE 14d  LDso31.95 g-kg™! 107
KM /M 177, 533, 1600 OfR 1k-d-', %%:90d  NOAEL 177 mgkg™' 108

5 ERMT MR AR &R

5.1 fnsEERAR

w2 i e A VERIE 7 SR R P A AR sh pid ik
SR BRI SR, VAl R
o AH DR PR A AE B0 BE AR A 50, 5k = FEMEAL A
B PEHERE AN M R R RO 7T, FEAERERT . FERS .

FAE AR & SMEANE E PESE R TR 25 HE R MK 5
VERIEFE 2 SR AE RS 253818, 28 SR AR NS5 245 1)
WEFe R . DL, ROINaE R ST R 220 7T, AR R
HAS. AR R A2 AR R G
Vi) TR A ik R BEE A LA S AR S B A Wb 76400
iZH] QSAR. 73 Fxii. Bt @A TR B A
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A, BENLHT G FH AR AR SR, [RI, s
HAhzn 2y ie i L atimt e, Mgy hkles. 4
1z e EPET
52 REREREME

HEGRT LR PR SRUS PRI Z A
AT S5 20T 3 AR AT R O R R K S B I E
St BN R AR E P, R R A )
i AT R0 M 2 A o - 0 s i TR 3 A T
1,8 e Rk 3 7 ol BBk ok s 100 o 8 2
2 AP TR BB RO AT O Rl AR IR, (HE
BHER, JaHEEE 60%LL L& S,
FIL VR SRR RO, S A 3 2 R
ORI AERIZATIN 2, o & B AT AT
1~2 e, A2 NG, B & B i
P JE 1~2 RN Oy 7T 9 I RN 2 4
Ve, PR AP 2535 A R AR e —, MR a2
Frab b, RSSO AR A RO AR E,
W8 2GR AR IR L P, R RIS RR L SRYSIAT
RMCTIEAE, AT Bed IR Sk L% i) o 2544 A )
JREZE S UL R AL R b 253 i o 1R OB
AT, NACEEIRBUT IR RELL, MR Z 54,
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