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Abstract: Objective To prepare the solid dispersion (SD) of dihydroartemisinin (DHA) (DHA-SD), optimize and characterize its
formulation to improve its dissolution rate in vitro and bioavailability in rats. Methods By solubility test, the carrier materials with
better compatibility to DHA were screened out. Taking the in vitro dissolution rate as the evaluation index, the formulation of DHA-
SD was optimized utilizing the orthogonal test. The prepared DHA-SD was characterized with the help of scanning electron microscope
(SEM), differential scanning calorimetry (DSC), X-ray diffraction analysis (XRD) and infrared spectroscopy (IR). Then, the DHA-SD
was compressed into tablets, the pharmacokinetic characteristics of DHA in rats were analyzed by LC-MS/MS method, and the relative

bioavailability of tablets and APIs was compared. Finally, WinNonlin 8.3.1 software non-compartmental model statistical moment
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method was used to calculate the main pharmacokinetic parameters of DHA. Results The results of equilibrium solubility showed
that the DHA-SD with H-B-CD and soybean phospholipid as the carrier had a better solubilization effect on DHA; the optimized DHA-
SD prescription was DHA 20%, H-B-CD 66.12%, soybean phospholipid 13.22%, citric acid 0.66%, whose dissolution rate in pure

water could reach 94.51% within 30 min. The results of in vivo bioavailability showed that, after intragastric administration of DHA

tablets to SD rats, Cmax and AUCo—; were 4.44 times and 2.94 times that of the crude drug, respectively. Conclusion DHA-SD can

significantly improve the in vitro dissolution and oral bioavailability of the drug.

Key words: dihydroartemisinin; solid dispersion; solubility; in vitro dissolution rate; in vivo bioavailability; LC-MS/MS;

pharmacokinetics
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NFE PR IRV 407, BHBEZRY: (B
) AIRAF; T heEmige (SDS), KiELE
FEAL W TR 4R K30 (PVPK30). JHIKYD
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S SYXK () 2016-0009. ASHFFTKIEN S
1675 & B By SE 56 3 70 VF A 0 IE & B i &
(AAALAC) AIER)ENP s it N T, f54 3R
JE 0.

2 HESH#R
2.1 DHA-SD Bl &
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fig, WrgH, i 60 Hif, HI43 DHA-SD.

22 FEIAREIEAHEL S

221 (AiE4 B Agilent 1260-VWD A (23
1% i Fly Zorbax Eclipse XDB-Cig (250 mm X
4.16 mm, 5pm); MK 216 nm; A 25 C;
AR E 1 mL/min; #EFEARF 20 pL; BN &
7K, A R e 25 - 0~18.0 min, 45% 2 fi ; 18.0~
18.1 min, 45%~100%Z./i&; 18.1~23.0min, 100%
Z s 23.0~23.1min, 100%~45%Z.JE; 23.1~30.0
min, 45%Z M BEISEERELL DHA WgEiH5EN 21
928.

2.2.2 MR MVEEIMECH] RS EBCEE DHA X)

HEL, hn R B v A T o) PR SR B 1 mg/mL X
Eg =N
VBT

223 HMEENE T 5mL KPP mALER
DHA-SD B T 50 mL =i, imfigie >y, 7-25 C.
60 Hz ER/KBIR% 24 h JFELHE, 10000 r/min &0
10 min, WRHUE P EIER, W MR 2 E 0
HIRE, 0.22 pm LB E S, BNl T2.2.17
Tl HPLC i 46 fF FillE DHA & &, JfiHdt
ARRL .

224 KJ7HINE Wik R T DHA-SD 4
¥l H-B-CD. PVPK30. K& ffl§. HPMC.
PEG6000. FLAE. W& Vba 188, HIEVDUE 407,
SDS. PR Tl T 3E-B-AWIFE . N-H JE-D-Hi %
B . Soluplus 25, K 24 h P47 v il & S2U6 il 2
AFAREDST DHA IR, BRI T T

B-CD. K EWENE N E A M=, KRR
A XER T DHA E/K VA RRIE . A PR AT
FLR I, DHA 7E H-B-CD Hiifae, frERa T
$erm DHA HIfeEt. Muk$EREBEE. frmm
H-B-CD & DHA-SD A4 kL

# 1 FREIALF DHA-SD HFERMREE
Table 1 Equilibrium solubilities of DHA-SD in different

formulations

i - T R
(mg-mL™")
DHA : H-B-CD : PVP K30 1:45:15 1784
DHA : H-B-CD : PVPK30 1:5:1 2.115
DHA : H-B-CD 1:6 2.124
DHA : H-B-CD : PVPK30 1:3:3 1.090
DHA : H-p-CD : KE#f§ 1:3:3 4.473
DHA : H-B-CD : HPMC 1:3:3 0.874
DHA : H-p-CD : JL¥k 1:3:3 1.228
DHA : H-B-CD : PEG 6000 1:3:3 0.925
DHA : H-B-CD : iH¥& ¥4 188 1:3:3 0.660
DHA : H-B-CD : SDS 1:5:05 1.047
DHA : H-B-CD : ¥ 1:5:05 1.519
DHA : i T JE-B- M WiH&44 : PVPK301:3:3 0.932
DHA : i T J:-B- PR RE 4 1:6 1.752
DHA : JHi%¥b 48 407 : PVP K30 1:3:3 0.050

DHA : H-B-CD : N-HE-D-H & FE 1.5:7:1 0.020
DHA : PVPK30 : Soluplus 1:3:1 0.061

2.3 DHA-SD &AMtk

2.3.1 a3k Waters €2695-2998 VRiAH (iYL ;
%44 Reprosil-Pur Basic Cis (250 mm X 4.6 mm,
Sum); BN IE-/K (60 40); KK 216
nm; FEIE 25 C; B 15 °C; RFRAE 1 mL/min;
HEFEARRT 20 uL; BAISHERELLL DHA WIHE N
8398.

2.3.2 DHA-SD#RLEu@II/% AR AT b T7
WIHEFT, € T DHA-SD 475 4k, PR IERS
RGN DHA-SD FliRHFIHC EEAT B 7T o 78 1EAS 5
w1, DLH-B-CD (A). KEBE (B). 7HR (C)
15 2 L oA 25 82 R 34T Lo(34)1EAZ IR, LA DHA-
SD ¥t FE NI Fa s, B SR 77, EASR
REAT. LRI SRR 2, TESE
R 3. RAZFHATE B ENE, LA
HAR, WA AR 250mL, 5 37 C, #%
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Table 2 Results and analysis of orthogonal experiments of Table 4 Screening results of proportion of drugs and
DHA-SD prescription optimization excipients
Wi A B C  D(=H) HHE% ZIRLLE] omin W% | 2B gmin W HEY%
1 4(1) 05(1) 0.05(1) 0))] 70.02 1:1 15 75.24 1:3 30 83.67
2 4(1) 1.0(2) 0.102) 2 65.26 101 30 88.36 1:4 15 80.78
3 4(1) 2.03) 0.15(3) 3) 53.70 1:2 15 65.14 1.4 30 94.51
4 5(2) 05() 0.10(2) 3) 73.74 1:2 30 79.97 1:5 15 82.30
5 52) 1.0@2) 0.15(@3) (@))] 78.45 1:3 15 68.51 1:5 30 96.84
6 5(2) 20@3) 0.05(1) 2 81.19 e
7 6(3) 05() 0.15(@3) 2 68.75 7{‘42’3‘;53?@7/%5/] A N
9 63) 20(3) 0.102) (1) 70.89 ;U%ﬁﬂﬁ’ﬂ ]‘;‘HA; 5 z*é%?%iij(; %géﬁy %5%
K1 188.98 212.51 23342 219.36 e .
K2 233.38 22592 209.89 21520 LAY X .
Ko 20185 20578 20090  209.65 234 TZHEAE MM % 3 it DHA-
2 1480 671  los4 34 SD, 3 LBk 100 g. BUEE DHA-SD, fKik
. TR 30 min I AR, HEREIUE, 48 (RS
Fo PEI R4 T 2R, I
Table 3 Variance analysis
FEKIE WETHR EE K7 FI BER =5 PSR
A 117.95 ) 5898 2237 P<0.05 Table 5 Results of verification
B 2336 2 1168 443 WS f3/% /%
C 62.67 2 3133 11.88 ! 95.76 93.82
D (%) 5.27 2 2637 100 2 94.99 94.59
3 95.43 94.07

100 r/min, WKEEEAE, 4350 T 15, 30 min B HUH
2mL, FH 0.22 pm FUFLIEMESES, SRR R AR
WA TR 15min B 8- A0 5 VS AR 22 SR iR,
W 15min BI45 RAENTRIERIE. H “2.3.17 1T
HPLC %1€ DHA & & . 1 DHA-SD 455t
Lo(3%) IEAZ R4 ELWL A vl A1, & BRI EAEH RN
A>C>B, wiELZSHN ABCio T E TS
B, FERAREAZELN (P<0.05). &5
F &, Hix DHA-SD &4ikEHAEEI N H-B-CD : K
SR AR (501 :0.05),

2.3.3 DHA-SD iR 2  5HRHLEI R #E R
[ L B2 SD (VAR RS . vl IR M2 .
M, SEREFEZGAHEL Y 1 D 1. 1020 103, 14,
1.5 #14% SD, X DHA-SD JFUR} 24 R4kl i B o3k
ITARAL, SRFH “2.27 TR ¥ B I 7 VR il 15 )
FERHTEENE . SHIRER (R 4 BR, 4%
HEL A 1 D4 F11 D 50, DHA W H R, 2518
94.51%7F1 96.84%, % [& 31| J5 4L frid FRIL 75 s m
ikl SAORIES 258, MOER: 1 ¢ 4 1B AR R

2.4 [EESERRISRAE
2.4.1 XRD /r#r B3k XRD #91 DHA JFk25.
DHA-SD. #HEIRAY) (&Ko el 5 DHA-SD —
B RABAEME S, TESEAEEE 40
kV, HJi 40 mA, FRHEE 10°/min, FHTEH] 20
3°~40°. tHE 1 LA H, DHA 1775 B FRFE
T4, H-B-CD Jo s A ATET U, it EIR &M
DHA-SD 1, 103 DHA &% RFERT sk SR A7
7E. XRD A] HF IR e S M2 g, i
I H R BRI 2 AR AR T, T T 2 B 2
ToE TR, DRI, AR AT 5 [ A 3 B i
1, DHA AR E DL AARTE AP FER
2.4.2 SEMW%Z il SEM %t DHA 5kl 245 . DHA-
SD J & &AM R IR RO AT 5. b
EFERRT SR, BTSSRI TRE A
DHA JiklZG. KE#E. H-B-CD. 715
DHA-SD KYERAYIH SEM EWE 2 Fix. H
Kl 2-A. B. D. E ATLLEH, KOBIEREEH,
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Fig. 1 XRD curves of physical mixture, DHA, DHA-SD,
citric acid, H-B-CD and soybean phospholipid

P.
A -

2 KE#ME (A)» DHA (B). DHA-SD (C). H-B-CD (D). #7#5E; (E) RYIEREAY (F) HY SEM [E

DHA JFRI 25 IR Bk, H-B-CD AERIE A VI
FUIR PRI URE , A7 A58 8 DA 3R THT M1 1™ A S 1) A 0 T
Fi. ATLUEH, DHA 5 KS#EAR. H-B-CD. Frixlk
3 MR R B A WACN 4 HFERIRA
P3Rr W, H-B-CD AR G B ARRFIE. T ] 2-C
MELRIN, DHA SEAEMBIER G T YR, 35—
IR, TEEAS FRA T IMEER, R JLH
WA Z BTG R T AR TAE A —Fh SR P 5 0%
X, KPR RER 2SR EW 2 A EAEH
FHEUI,

2.4.3 DSC DSC 7t 32 H T M %L DHA-SD
()il £ L R HH DHA R} 24 1 R 5 R AR T s,
K HH DSC VEXTFE S B R E (T (R
Mo 73 RIFREX DHA L. DHA-SD. Y)EIR G
JE AL 1~3 mg T2 A I4R A+, THEEE N

Fig. 2 SEM of soybean phospholipid (A), DHA (B), DHA-SD (C), H-B-CD (D), citric acid (E), and physical mixture (F)

10 C/min, &SR EN 40 mL/min, FHETEH
9 30~250 C. DHA Ji¥lZ5. H-B-CD. K& HEHE.
FrE L « DHA-SD KY)HIRA I DSC B 3
e @R, FFERTE 156 CLEAME 1 MR
BRI, H-B-CD AR G A T B 55 (0 I A
YA FE UG I AAEEN . DHA 4% REAE
168 Chifi, ZUEn[{EN DHA [ BiERIE. P
HIRGWMITE 165 CLAMFEMR A, i8] DHA
iRl FOR R R AR A, R MR S DHA-
SD FARATMIE] DHA WA, FTREH T 259 L5
BT SD Al

244 IRROHT IR TP SR H fE

[ Je SR S5 T840 - 4373 B DHA J5UE 245 . DHA-
SD. MEIR G RBMAMELE R, 5T K KBr 78
IPREWIEIEE A, #E 400~4000 e AT,
SRR 2em™!, BAMERLCRAE 32 IR, AR ILE 4.
%f DHA-SD. DHA J5URMZ & &4k IR B0
Iy M AN, DHA-SD 7E 3400 cm™ Bt ir 7748 58 m il
(R, Xt H-B-CD Ff) O-H il id S 45 & fa 1 4L
SN, Tz A 3 379.5 em T AbAE 1 B SRR
g, XFR DHA B9 12 7461 O-H Migaikal; 5
DHA JFUR 25 FI 3R A P01 LE, DHA-SD HiZ IR
B, SonHBEREA PG, KSR B Pk IE
fRZEARENIEAT T 1 738.8 e AL, T DHA-SD 14
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Fig. 3 DSC curves of H--CD (a), soybean phospholipid (b), DHA-SD (c), physical mixture (d), DHA (e) and citric acid (f)

€

f

4000 3000 2000 1000

200(°)

4 KEWBE (a). DHA-SD (b)- #7458 (c)~ H-B-CD (d)~
DHA (e). RYNIEEEY (D HILIIMAIEFREE

Fig. 4 IR curves of soybean phospholipid (a), DHA-SD (b),
citric acid (c), H-p-CD (d), DHA (e) and physical mixture (f)

N AR R AT EE EILAE 1 733.9 e ! Ab, R LG oA
VTP, T DHA Z5MrPRNfAfEddt, muknr
DAHEIT 1 733.9 em! [ A0 06 A2 K 1 R 1 i ik 2k
5 DHA SH At B B 5 7= AR 2088 T8k
DHA-SD ' 1 227.4 em™ 4L/ DHA &5
C-O WIH4EHRBNIFTEL, 1 1 156.6 cm™" AbH SR IL
5& H-B-CD MLIEIA L) C-0 M4EiEs1%. DHA 1F
1159.7 cm ' A1 1 092.9 cm™ AbHI4ERE (5 40) Ak
AilE (12 A7) C-O MR shTE P EIR S £ b
Bt Er 0, {HYE DHA-SD Hhilsk, XFWAZE
DHA-SD "' DHA S5HEHH AR E K. 7
4b, DHA iS5 FORFEDE (824 cm™ 4b O-O HIfH4E
PRz F1 876 cm™! AL ) O-O-C HIE Hi#3)) 7F DHA-
SD SRR, o8 DHA H 1,2,4- =k 255 4]
TERIFRS AR R 2 B .

2.5 KREAEXTE 495 B E SR

251 HHHTREAEMFEMHBRE WHIAEN
DHA-SD B THIE I Fr, B 50 HAE K RAR N A4
FIFEE. HUfgRE SD KRR 6 H, Mt Bl A 2
M, WA 3R, ITHRAE. BREARE. 21

KR ig 4T ERIZGIRERHIF, 5 1 H AR ig 4
T A AR R ig 452788 0.5 mL/kg. 447HT
BEADT 12h, AHMK, S4E2hF—HE.
AT ig 2505 5+ 154 30, 45min f2 1. 1.5, 2.
3. 4. 6. 9. 12, 24 h SHF[A] A, MEIERBKIEE K
M%) 0.25 mL F EDTA $i#tE 4, LEIEFIK I
T 15 min WEGCr, WX 50 uL MR T 2MA 5 ul
10% FHERF 5 uL 30% X /K1) EP &, gl s,
3 FEA-70 CUKFIHATE LC-MS/MS &5 HT -
252 HEWIREARLEETE 50 b KR &4,
I 5 uL 10% F BRI K 5wl XK, A
50 pL WARHE R (100 ng/mL) 2 TAEWB M 150
uL ZBEEW, WE 1 min, 4 °C 12 000 r/min 5.0
10 min, ¥AJ#%E 1 min, HX 100 uL T AIEE S, 4 C
12 000 r/min &> 5 min, HEFE 20 pL.
253 AEVIFES AT T IE R AL

(1) i 414 Zorbax Eclispe Cis #£ (50 mm X
4.6mm, 5pum); FEiE 30 °C; AR E 0.5 mL/min;
BEFEARAR 20 uLs HEFESRIEE 6 C; IBATHIE 6.5
min (2.5~4.5 min YJHERE); WA A N 10
mmol/L LFR%E-5% T ELKIEIR, sl B A 50%H
BE- G, BREEBEAEF: 0~0.5min, 50%A;
0.5~6.0min, 50%~10%A; 6.0~7.0min, 10%A;
7.0~7.1 min, 10%~50%A; 7.1~10.0 min, 50% A.

(2) FikofF: RAMBIEE IR (ESD; %
ROBEMEIE P4 (MRMD; IEB T, F8ES
Bk B oW % L (1S)5500 V; I (TEMD300 C;
Kl R A% e N m/z 302—267 (DHA)D, m/z 300—209
(WIRE B,
2.54  J7iREEIE

(1) WML 5LV RS2 EI 10 pL i
IR 554 0.04.0.0840.16. 0.8 2. 7.5+ 10 pg/mL
R FIXT IR S N 190 pL KR A (I, $%
HE“2.5.27 IR FE AR B 7 VAR B, 31T LC-MS/MS
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Mo DARFIN R 43 08 SR B A AR (X0, REIA)
SRR TE A A (V) AMALRR, Ak —
FIERAT RIS H, SRAGLMERIATTHE Y=8.51X
103 X+3.96X107°%, »=0.998 9, Zki:iEHEl 2~500
ng/mL.

(2) WERAPERRE S B O b H T sk T
5. 25. 400 ng/mL IFE AT LC-MS/MS 434, %
3R, R EIREE 6 MEA. RS
Mot S mh RS B R . 25 R, KRl
DHA 3 ANJJ &3 B 7K 4% i 14t o A B A
93.3%~107.0%, HLEHEMEZLE 93.7~105.0%; it
WASBE FETE 2.38%~4.33%, JILIRIRE 3 FEAE 0.95%~
10.10%, ¥IFFEH2hriE.

(3) AEWPFES R et BRE. BRI R
FE7KFIF DHA TEAEY)HE it J A B 5 25 2 A A e
P, BEEIRE 3 FEAR. 23 DHA JRERE AN
1. 50 pg/mL ¥ 20 pL, HIAKE 2 4 3980
ul,  FC R 2 AR B KT 1 4 i RS e MR A
JREWRFE BN 5. 250 ng/mL, F%1E 200 pL #ET
Ir4E 5 EP B, R B FE KA G L B I .
SERIEIR, F4 Mok LiE 20 min FaE (MERFE
SRR 113%)s AR ERBE 4 h j5E G
W N 97.2% 93.1%); SHIMFK—-70 CE=X
TURRRL 3 AR (HERARESr 3R 96.6%. 87.5%);
G700 CHRAE 14 d FaE CHERREE S5 H
99.6%- 94.4%); YIUEAIREAE T EIRBCE 4 h FaE
CHERBRE 20N 102%. 94.8%), ALFRJGRE S T HER:
AR (2~8 C) JHE 48 h fafsE (MEWHEL S
AN 96.1%- 86.5%).
255 HPEAbE N Analyst 1.6.3 4k K
£, XHFFIY) DHA FINART &R TRy, BH
W TRIAR » 1% WinNonlin 8.3.1 #FAE 5 SR G it
Mk H A% 55 (R 60, Hiplhsk N
(AUCo-») RHBBIIETE, HEREZEHRA Best
Fit VEIFHE, Craxs Tmax K SCINE . S5 ESTHE
(1) AUCo-, tTEABX DRI B, ig 45T DHA-SD
J TPV Ak ) FRUAE B T JURE 24 2 AR AR R B R
294%, SD KR ig DHA J5ik} 25 I Fr il ja, i DHA
FEME AT 0.25~0.5h ik, B0 251K iR~
F%. ig DHA R AR ERIF G, MK+ 54 DHA
R GEE S T R4, 24 ek K s,
3 Wig

DHA J& T A7 R R G i) 1 K254,

% 6 DHA JFRIZF DHA-SD HHFEHEFSHLLE
40 mg'kg!, X+s,n=3)

Table 6 Main pharmacokinetic parameters for DHA and
DHA solid dispersion tablets (40 mg-kg™!, X+s,n=3)

ZH L2 DHA J5 k24 DHA-SD A7
Croax ng'mL™! 4734167 21001210
Timax h 0.5000.250 0.33340.144
AUCo; hngmL™! 523+175 1540+ 829
AUCo— hngmL™! 5294175 1540826
tin h 0.486 0+0.0712 0.241 0+0.033 2**

HERZLEE: " P<0.01
P <0.01 vs bulk drug

3500
2 2500 ‘
= =— DHA-SD H 7
5 l DHA JE#1 25
2 15001 | \\I
K [
g ‘,
|/ "
5001 N
N
. — '
0 1 2 3 4
th

5 DHA ERIZF DHA-SD F A9l 75K B -A (8] 2%
(Xts,n=3)
Fig. 5 Plasma concentration-time curves for DHA and
DHA-SD tablets (X +s,n=3)
HAMRIEME . Sz R 20, S286 115 DHA
JEEHZGTE 25 'C/Y 24 h “FEIEMEE N 0.140
mg/mL, RVA ML AL S 245 W) 770 0T & T i 14 32
] U)ot SR 24 ) P A P I T IR A
FE, 3RO S R Hh A R RO
il B [ R 2 B f , DHA ¥ 24 h ¥ A FE 3 n
T30 %, FEAEK 30 min ¥ HEIAF] T 94.51%,
ARGERE TREREE . FEARR T, KREBEE
N A BRI S A 2 —, &M EA 2 H]
)2 DR s A, BENE BA PSRN, XA
PEZGY A GV 308, H-B-CD Al 2546
B REK I, AENE G FISRIR w2 s
MR A EE . X5 R, H[FEIAEA H-p-CD Ml
KEBEIRVE B AR, s XCR W 20T 5 H H-p-
CD, AT R T R EBER 7 UL K TP AT 5 2501
Jig oA 5 K B IR AR, 3 — B 25 W)
VA, H-B-CD AR S I A S =LA PN 1 22 &
MZGYIRVERRE L o AR FEALAE BT IR 78 b R IUAT AR
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fExt DHA HiElEH, #uddr N> EFrERR
DIt EAnta et . AW E B AR WA H
feri N TR e €% N | BT K S s RN (e 32
24, WO R R B ig 252, DAF AR
R RN R R RN, R E0E 77
B Coax BIRRI 2R T 44 175, EWIRIHERS T
2.94 f%, R B T 290K N IR

Zr bRk, AHEFUH] £ K DHA-SD B fif P4
AEWIRI B, O DHA BIIFRIF R B fE 1 8 1 S
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