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Abstract: Objective To clone the caffeic acid O-methyltransferase (liCOMT) coding gene from Isatis indigotica, and perform its
bioinformatics and expression analysis. Methods The full-length cDNA of /iCOMT was cloned by rapid amplification of cDNA
ends (RACE), and its genomic DNA sequence was obtained by PCR. qRT-PCR was used to detect the expression of iCOMT in
tetraploid and diploid /. indigotica organs and under different stress conditions. Results The full-length cDNA of liCOMT was
1376 bp (GenBank accession number: DQ115905) in length with an open reading frame (ORF) of 1092 bp, encoding a polypeptide
of 363 amino acid residues, and its corresponding DNA sequence contained three introns and four exons. [iCOMT gene was
expressed in the roots, stems and leaves of the two kinds of . indigotica, and the expression level in the tetraploid /. indigotica was
higher than that of diploid. Salt (NaCl), cold (4 “C), salicylic acid (SA), methyl jasmonate (MeJA), gibberellic acid (GA3) and
abscisic acid (ABA) treatments could all induce the up-regulation of liCOMT expression. Conclusion The investigation of gene
cloning and expression analysis of ZiCOMT laid a foundation for further elucidating the molecular mechanism underlying the
superiority of tetraploid 7. indigotica related to caffeic acid O-methyltransferase.
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A SIS AR I G IO AE AL R FH 7 TR 1450

AW Isatis indigotica Fort. & —FhE i [E 4
AT R 250 JE R, SRR T E e
TR, KRN RRER, AL RFH,
HABHRMWE By . 0 k9 i oh 221
A VR AT S 2 AR E M, RIS T
fen Bt HL 00 B I M v IR DY A AR R T A R R B,
W o i e o, PAVE AL i 3 AR IR IR
B 2R g3 T A AR R A T 5 Dl RS PR ) o A
fith, ARV AR I P& 20w T Ak
Ao BRI, 75 4R 2 B S 72 DU fis AR i i AR H
OB BRI PERC T mRa IR R s A TR R &
EHAPREAL, AN 47.14, 84.67 pg/g¥le AR
T 2L T 39 R) FH 400 7 7 4 R DR AH S A IR 8 v e —
AR A R DY 35 A o L P 4 2 D] A 5 DR R Ak R AT HLAC
WA, KIARRE &= ARV & R 2 ) — L5
FE VYR AR v i) 2R B 2 T AR, AR aineERR
AFFRERE (caffeic acid O-methyltransferase,
COMT). WMMERLHEE A FHHFRELFEE (caffeoyl-
CoA O-methyltransferases, CCoAOMT) FIZK &
TR /% B (phenylalanine ammonia-lyase, PAL) 51,
BT DA AN, X LR 7R DR AORS b B Ik T
REATTTHRF B AR NRZR AR N, BEmszm 2Lz
N B ]SSR 9 A IR 2R S B AE DS B
AR AT e 2 DU A5 A T 0w B0 M e ) SR R o DR
VU s A W s AR AR T 3R AR )6 BSOS AR R DR 1)
BRI SR IEFFAE PP ATV B 5 DU A5 AR B 500
BRI TR (R B A A 1) BN A

COMT HH KIS SR BRI & R
(POCHERE, AT DAMEALIINMERR Ccaffeic acid). MNMERE
(caffealdehyde). MIMERE (caffeyl alcohol) S5-FREAA
FAEE  (5-hydroxyconiferaldehyde ) F1 5-3% J& ¥ A4 %
(5-hydroxyconiferyl alcohol) 4 HEEAL W61, 5
M 1991 4 Bugos 512155 Ik A B A 58 [t COMT
FH, HATCAHAREZ COMT 3K MAE ) v B3k
2, WFRMEIT. DN mR. G518 BRI,
EM . e, 5. FOKRSEEY P iR
B, Ml RIE COMT B, RIFTE S &R ERI,
HFZ WA [F) 2 B 3R S AR AE AR T 3R S P B
F4-171, T COMT RefEAL I HERE B A Bl G Y

AR AR AIEE (coniferyl alcohol), ZLEW)
TE 2 A WS A 098 B0 1 A3 TR A T R AR R
(1 5 ZE T ARDY, DR L HEN COMT MIRIE KT XA
HH AR RN G ER R B CHE,

BT COMT XM RA NG 2 A& i) S B E
F, HEEFE 4 R SR U R4 3 B coMT
(R RIB K W3 T AR SE AR, & A 3.7
FEB), HRIRIZHE DN 1 5 20 5 U A5 A 0 v A
HE R I AR B B ) ORI R b, AR SR EG XA coMT
(ICOMT) AT 7 B[R b B AR IARFAERT 78, DA
i I gy B PR TR A T R AP BRI PR A
(5 &, B E &R I 2R e Al .
1 #E5RF
1.1 gy

ARG R AR T TR BB R R
2y, AR R R TR R SR
Y8 MK L indigotica Fort. o
1.2 RF

DH50, BAZ 25210 A1 Taq Plus DNA 546 H
R R AN TEAR], whESE pMD-18T. One
Step RNA PCR Kit 7%+ LA Taq lf. DNA 77
EFRIE DL-2000 %) H TaKaRa 2% (HA), RNA
FEEUAT ] TRIzol X571 DNA $#2E ] CTAB &5
T H GIBCO /A7 (3£[E), SMARTTM RACE cDNA
Amplification Kit 177 H CLONTECH A w| (H
A, BRH#IPEN DRSS H New England A7) (£H),
/N R TR AR ) A R ) B TR A AR R & i
kW) TREA R A A, NovoScript® st Strand
cDNA Synthesis Kit il ] & ( E041-01A ) F
NovoScript® SYBR One-Step qRT-PCR Kit 7%
(E092-01A) Wy H Fifgir 78 H BRHT A R A A
S04 o B T A TR 7 58 o
2 Rk
2.1 HmAAE

2 MAhFRKRIBEH G, BE 1 1R
REMBER A PR, A4 KAE 25 Tl [120
pumol photons/(m?:s)]16 h. 18 ‘CHEEE 8 h IR
B, EHRKEEE. WK 2 SR 2 PR
WA AR 2, T RNA A1 DNA H3250.
2.2 FRIEAZEERIHRENAK RACE cDNA B3R5

WYk iE 4, % CTAB ¥ DL K
TRIzol ¥ #AE Ui B 43 7l #2 BURA # DNA J&& RNA.
% SMART™ RACE ¢DNA Amplification Kit [{]#
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TEFE ¥ 3R 19 #8 #E 3°-ready A 5°-ready RACE
cDNA, Hr3frfrT-20 CUKFE&H -

2.3 LiCOMT EFE 21K cDNA K3t ey & EEFF
SOERE

L 3>-ready 11 5°-ready RACE c¢DNA AR,

H COMT %5559 COMT3 GSP1 1 COMT5 GSP1
#4T PCR, TI514y UPM (Universal Primer A
Mix, Clontech A%, HA); PLPCR F=¥) MR,
I COMT %¢5% 5] COMT3’GSP2 1 COMT5 GSP2
#4750 PCR, FE519)°9 NUP (Nested Universal

Primer A, Clontech, HA); W45 R X HH2)5,
Wit COMT 4=K:5]1%) COMTF-S il COMTEF-AS, 43
S LAFSHE cDNA F11 DNA AR F ] LA Taq BT
PCR 375 LICOMT 4= cDNA K5t 5 K 20 ¢
Hlo NT L AEET LCOMT 3L 751715 50U
f5fR—%L, L COMTEF-S Al COMTF-AS ~5|#), —
fEAAFATE RNA NBEAR, RT-PCR ¥ 18755 T —f%ik
FATE COMT 1] cDNA J7 51, Bk [ B 2571 v &
F| pMDI18-T #ifk (TaKaRa A#], HA) Lk, &N
¥ PCR I ATHIISIIT IR 1.

F1 LicoMT ERmEMBTEPERRASI4FS

Table 1 Primer sequences used in gene cloning and expression analyses of iCOMT

Fig CIEYER S SIS (5°—3")

3’-READY RACE % | 9 1% COMT3°GSP1 GTGTTTCCATTGCTGCTCTTTGTC

UPM CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGCAAGCAGTGGTATC
AACGCAGAGT

3’-READY RACE %8 2 %414 NUP CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGC
COMT3’GSP2 TGGGATTCCATTCAACAAGGCTTATG

5’-READY RACE % | 97 1% UPM CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGCAAGCAGTGGTATC

AACGCAGAGT

COMT5°GSP1 GCCTCGAGTTCTTTCGCAGTCCGTTC

5’-READY RACE % 2 #9714 COMTS5’GSP2 ATGGAGTGCTTGTTTGGTCAAGAGGC
NUP CTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGC

VUf5 PRAA IS ITCOMT 3:1K CDNA &KP 48  COMTF-S AGCAACTGAAAATGGGCTCAACGGTG
COMTE-AS GTTTATGTTTTATTCATCACTAAGGGA

TABMHSIE ICOMT 25 CDNA &Ky Wk AGCAACTGAAAATGGGCTCAACGGTG

LICOMT %:[F2H DNA J7 5141 il = GTTTATGTTTTATTCATCACTAAGGGA

COMT QRT-PCR qRT-F TCATGAAGTGGATATGCCATGC
qRT-R CCAACATAATGCAATCAACATGGA

ACTIN QRT-PCR actin-F ATCCTCCGTCTTGACCTTGCT
actin-R TTTCCCGTTCTGCTGTTGTG

2.4 5 cCOMT EERNENERZ SR tremuloides  caffeic acid ~O-methyltransferases

i F Vector NT I Suite 8.0 3K {fF1 BlastP 2.2.3
(http://www.ncbi.nlm. nih.gov) AT HILLXT, {5 H
Wk Chttp://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov) ] ORF Finder
56 . ORF Ky 25 & A k% 1 1 i 8 3 . (8 A
http://www.expasy.org [ 3 2 {1 (140 ¢ AE 15 1B 2
IR REAT A PR SR) o b . 22 B B R
T COMTs B350 7+ AtOMTI (Arobidopsis
thaliana caffeic acid O-methyltransferases, GeneBank
FxT: AT5G54160) P22 H 15 MIOMT2( Medicago
caffeic

truncatula acid O-methyltransferases

GeneBank &35 ABES5155). Bty PtOMTI(Populus

GeneBank 3% 5 Q00763) 1 HZ RecOMT2 (Rosa
caffeic acid O-methyltransferases ,
GeneBank &35 AB086104).
2.5 LCOMT ERRIRERMERIED

K FH TRIzol VAR B A5 440 DU 35 44 8 04 PR AR
ZORIE, DA S e AL B S AR DO A5 A RS I R )
RNA. AHET7EWF: BB EAEELHE T 4 C
UKAA 32 h AT AREE; Ff 250 mmol/L NaCl. 500
pumol/L KFHFRHEE (methyl jasmona, MeJA). 100
umol/L 75%% % (gibberellin Az, GA3)+ 100 pmol/L it
7% 1% (abscisic acid, ABA). 1 mmol/L MEWRZ (sialic

chinensis
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acid, SA) 5 PRV BT T VU A5 4458 85 40y v 1)
2R TH, WCEEALES 32 h (U FRES . R A
VA A FH BTG 28 TR 7K 1 DU 5 A 0 A D ko LR
o fEH qRT-PCR Kl COMT R [ ZRIE K-,
o7 K A TR 2% F K AR E R B AR IE S RNA A
NovoScript® 1st Strand ¢cDNA Synthesis Kit {7l &
W45 il cDNA, /54 gQRT-PCR J M IR R . COMT
FRHE T 51 (gRT-F. qRT-R) AN S E 514
Cactin-F. actin-R) IBILFE 1, kR NERKF SR
NovoScript® SYBR One-Step gqRT-PCR Kit &7/ £ .
FEPRAFN RIS T FH 2722 Tt
3 ER55H
3.1 IiCOMT £¥ ¢DNA K HEFH DNA FFIH
TebE R EAFHE S

iBit RACE 378 iCOMT 1] cDNA J£41, 4K
1376 bp, L& 1> 1092 bp HIFFIIEAE (ORF),
it 363 MRILERIE (K 1-A). LCOMT £R
cDNA &% 25bp [f] 5 UTR, 259 bp [¥) 3> UTR ([
2), “ARARRIUfEAFAEE COMT 2R cDNA 551
SE4—3. ¥ LICOMT 2 [RH DNA () PCR 153
T&iEWmIEA (B 1-B). &F, HCOMT 3
R4 DNA 414K 1776 bp (K 2), 5 cDNA t

1

26 ATGGCCTCAACGGTGGACCCACCAACTOCGGTOC AAATC,
M & £ T v D P P T P W Q@ I

116 CTTCCGATGCCTCTACAATCAGCTTTAGACCTCGACCT
L P MALGQGS 4L EL DL

206 TCCCATCTTCOGACC AMAMACCCGGAAGCTCCGGTCAT
5 H L P T K N F E A F W M

A B
2000 bp

2000 bp
<1000 bp

750 bp
500 bp

1000 bp

750 bp
500 bp

250 bp

100 bp 250 bp

100 bp

A-TliCOMT #£[R 42K ¢cDNA [¥) PCR ¥ B-liCOMT %[5 1 DNA [ PCR
g

A-PCR product of full length cDNA of iCOMT B-PCR product of iCOMT
genomic DNA

1 EAFAE coMT £EMNRME Eikpig i gE
RRER)
Fig. 1  Gene cloning of liCOMT from tetraploid I
indigotica (arrow marked target fragment)

XERIL, HCOMT XX Miff) DNA FPAIEH 3
T, ENMBIEEESE GT/AG MM, @it 5T
Arobidopsis thaliana (L.) Heynh.. $:ZEfE Medicago
truncatula Gaertn FHNFEK DNA JFHILCRE KL, =
BIESMNE /N BT 3 3R 4 MR
THE 3 DA TREIT, E=FNE T KENFSIEE
ARK, AR T RIS B N O (] 3D,

GCCGOGAAMACAMAAGCAACTCAMA
GAAACTAGCCTCTTTGOCAT GAAGC TAGC CAGC TCCTOCGTT
E T S L F & M K L A S § 8§ V
CATGCCCAACAACGCTTCTCAGATCTC TCCGGCTGAGATCGGT
M A K N A § @ MW 8 P A E I G

p R I L RL L 8 A Y 8 I L T C© &

296 ATCCGTAACGTTCCAGGACGTGACACCATCCAGCGGCTTTACGGGCT TGCTCCGGT T TGCAAGTACTTGACC AAGAACGTAGACGGTGTC
I R K ¥W P G & D TTIERL Y &L G P ¥V C EKE Y L T KN V D G VWV
386 TCGATTGCTGCTCTTTGCCTCATGAACCAGGACAAGGTCTTCATCGAAAGCTacttttgaatttataattttct ttttaaatattta

5 L A A L C L M N @ D K ¥ F

L B 5 W

476 asttatcaacttatoataastattactacaactaatagttttasatatatattttasstatttttasatacttatttaattottgatoot

566 aaaaatttatcatatcttattaataacagagtcggegctaagcatgtgcccanactgoaaatgoagagttcaaaaat ttttttaacacat

656 ttattttatatttaageatocaat tancataaactatasatatttttgtoatanaatatagaaatacatataaaattaggatoctttaaa

746 tatttteagcaggatccattanaagttiteagotegeccteat tagtancaaccananatggagest ttggttanagtgtgtittottana
836 gttatectaaagagac ttzttacheliTACCATT TGAAGGATGCAAT TCTTG TTGGTOGG AGTGCAT TC AACAAGGC T TATGGCAT GAGE

¥ H I. K D

. ¥v 6o 6o § A F N K A Y 0 M s

925 GTGTTAGACTACCAAAGAACTCACACCAGATTC AACAAGGTC CTCAACAAT CCAATCTC TAACCATTCCACTATCCCCATCAAGAAGATT
¥ L E Y @ R T D TR F N K V¥V ¥ N N & ¥ 5 N H S T I A M K K I

1015 CTCCAGACCTATAAGGGTTTTGATGEGCTTCGAT TTCTGTGGT TCATGT TGG TGCTCGCAATGETOCTACTC TCAAAATCGATCGTC TCCAAG
L E T Y K GF D G VL I § v Vv D ¥V G G G N G AT L KM I ¥V S K
1105 TACCCCAACCTTAAAGGCATCAACTTTGATCTCCCTCATGTAATCAAAGATGCTCCTTCGTACCCCGacattacattttcccaacaaa

¥y P N L K G I N F D L FP H V

I KD A P 35 Y FP G

1195 atattcctattatet caataccaattgaatcageataccacaaaacctzattttcataaatcasagctttaattgazagaaczacttatt

1285 ctaaataatecagls TATTGAGCA TGT TUGAGGAGATATGT TTGTTAGTG TCCCARRAGGTGATGCC ATGATCATG Adcfg tag taat ca
I EH VGCGDMEF TV S ¥V P EKOGTD 4 M I M K

1375 actcgattottgattaagacccanatcaagactaattattasatotottatattctcattgttttaattaat tRelGGATATGCCATGET

w I C H A

1 465 COCAGCGACAAACAATGTCTTAAATTCT TGAAGAACTCCTACCATCGCGCT TCCACACAATCCAAAAG TCGATAGTAGC TGACTGTATACTC
R 5 D K @ ¢ L K F L KNC Y D ATLTIDIT EWHNGTE K VvV I ¥V AL C I L

1555 COTOAGARTOTAGAC TCAACCOTO TTOACC AL ACAACCACTOCATOT TOA T TOOATTA TOTTOOCTC ACAGTOOCGORORC AR ACGAACOS
P E N L D S & L L T K AL H ¥ D C I ML A H S G G G K E R

1645 ACTCOG AAAGAACTCGAGGCATTGGOCAAACGATCTGGCTT TCATGGCATCAAACT TG TCTGCCAACGCCTTTGCTATTCACTTCATTGAG

I A& K B L BE A& L A K G 5 G ¥

H G L K v ¥ ©C N A F G L H ¥ 1 E

1735 ATCOTCAACAACTTC ZEAMAAAARAAAATCOCTTACTC ATCAATAAAACAT AAAGATCCTE TEATCTCTACAT TTCCTTCCOGACCTTT

M L K K F =*

1825 GTCTTTTCTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT TTTTACTAATCCCCGACC TTTGTCTTACTTGTGT TATTCCTCCCACTACAAGAAAAAAGGTGTATTC
1 9 1 5 CAACAAGCATATTAGTCACTAATTACTTCCAAATACATGTT TTCAATAAATTTCTAAC AAAACTTCTATTCCT TGCAAAAAAAMANNAAA

2005 AARARARA

cDNA [FHIR S FRERIR, WE TS TR, BIREN T HHERR, KRS HEMEARR, SAET/AE T GT/AG BIEA &N

HEZR IR, TN 2 RARERS 5 S Ar i ] R RSN

The cDNA sequence is indicated in capital letter and the intron is indicated in lowercase, the start codon (ATG) is in bold and the stop codon (TGA) is in

italically bold, the intron-exon junctions (GT/AG) are boxed, putative polyadenylation signals are underlined

2 LiCOMT EE £ cDNA. ASFMRILEEHEEFT

Fig.2 Full-length cDNA sequence, intron sequence and deduced amino acid sequence of iCOMT
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1iCOMT 413 422 311 127 [f 36 IELE
A1OMT1 413 806 s0 15 [
MtOMT? 419 347 311 R 343 303
L 1 1 1 1 1
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2200
¥ 5K /bp

SRR AGITHER R, WETHREITHERR

The exons are represented as boxes without background and the introns filled with grey background

3 LiCOMT KEfth COMT ERFE 43 X% R B £ F LA FFIH K
Fig.3 Genomic organization of iCOMT and other COMT genes

3.2 LiCOMT EBRFFES T

# T ProtParam ( http://us.expasy.org/tools/
protparam.html )l Vector NTI Suite 8.0 [Tl 1534,
LliCOMT WS L (pD) N 7.58, AN T RELIN
39480, [FRELLXT I HCOMT 5HAREA)N) COMTS
HIR AR, S¥EIT. HZE Rosa chinensis
Jacq. ~ Bi#% Populus tremuloides Michx. F1#E 2 E 15 1]
FVETEARCN 79%. 71% T1%. 70%. TE iCOMT
A 3 ANEREMSEAERTEAR (S
adenosyl-L-methionine, SAM) 254G FHIHILRSF X I,
S Motif A (Axp~Az10)~ Motif B (Aass™~Anes)~
Motif C(Azs4~Ax9); 3 H Motif A F1 Motif B A Motif

Jicomr (1)
aomrs (1)
Mmiomt2 (1)
riomri (1)
Reomt2 (1)

licomt (78)
Aromti (79)
miomt2 (81) 1 1l
piomri (81) 1 =11
ReomT2 (81) | s =11
licomt (158) |T
AtoMTI (158)
MtOMT2 (160;

)

PtoMT1 (160
ReOMT?2 (160

licomT (238)
A1OMTI (238)
MiOMT?2 (240)
PiOMT! (240)
RcOMT? (240)

Ticomr (318)
Atomri (318)
MtOMT?

piomti (320)
ReoMT?2 (320)

ASRSVLEME

A FLDLLEI) ——A&50) AT, TG SHIRNE
FMIL\ i~ BET DLLET| ——GSF TE LA +
ELDLLEIM GPGAQ ISP TE LAy
IS0 TIN T WFL.DLLETY PGAF SETAR d

F M*

B il Motif C 2 [8] FIEE B2 AR, 20 A2 524

30 (B 4. FETIRFIATRAE, KAE0) A
R0 2 NS, LCOMT J& 1455 2 M4
FEHFERE (OMT-ID (£ 2). HERTEE SR EIRTE Ao~
Ayzs XX, HCOMT 5HAMMEYIN COMTs 2 R
AR I FIRTE o FEIX AN DX Foul H Ak 72 S A
P& AL S S IR PR A 1Y) 2 AMORSETTHE ST S2.

S1 JufFHIfRF A& GVS (VML) (A/S) (P/A)
(L/I) XLMN (Q/H) (D/G), 1E iCOMT 1T Ario~
Apis S2 TUHFRIRSFFSIZ (V/D L (D/E) GG (V)
PFNKAYGM, 7E LiCOMT AT Aus~Aiss, S1 Fl

HEAHRE 13 MR (B 4.

1 ERETIIERR IR 4 L BN i IO

S1 Motif 52 I\Iun.f

RN G T 1HF DL PHY 1|n

320
T
=T

36
IHF 1| L\
VL TG
YIMI

AR R LR RO FRR R Motif A. Motif Bv Motif C. S1 Motif. S2 Motif Fi S 7 HEL R
Identical amino acid residues are denoted by black backgrounds. The conserved regions, including Motif A, Motif B, Motif C, S1 Motif and S2 Motif are boxed

B4 LCOMTEBSEMEY coMT EEEERF

F I EE S

Fig. 4 Full-length alignments of deduced ZiCOMT protein with other plant COMTs
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&2 LCOMT FEERTHREERBRKBREY 1 XFRELBEN 7 MBI HES

Table 2 Seven characteristic motifs of plant OMT-II S-adenosyl-L-methionine-dependent methyltransferases conserved in

liCOMT and its distances among them

FFIEI TRF 751 LiCOMT J3- 41
Motif A LVDVGGGXG VVDVGGGNG
Spacing I 52 52

Motif B VPXXDAXXMKW VPKGDAMIMKW
Spacing II 30 30

Motif C ALPXXGKVIXXEXILP ALPENGKVIVAECILP
Motif I LDRXLRLL LDRILRLL

Motif J IKGINFDLPHVI LKGINFDLPHVI
Motif K PGVEHVGGDMF PGIEHVGGDMF
Motif L GGKERTXXEFXXLA GGKERTAKELEALA

3.3 LicoMT ERERFIESH

f# ] QRT-PCR 441 HCOMT 3R #E — %44 U
AR EAF B EHORIEEN . 451K,
TliCOMT 2 RITE 2 Fhfis PEAA T AR 25 i iR a5 3R
TE AR R DU SR FS W R lICOMT SERI ik = ey
3 RNZE, XSV FE A ZE AR E T
8, AR LCOMT R Fik B K
IR, MTEPURF AR &M . HCOMT FEPRTEDY %
RFREERR . 25, M Rk B2 m T R cE A,
HA AR IER (BRI o LCOMT Rk &
Je AR IAREZ) 3.3 £ (B S).

NT BB AR R ICOMT Rik, &
S of DU A5 A R W5 ) e EAT AL B LA A AT liCOMT %%
PRITE X LE (Rl 2K UM R A8 k. S5 R RH, S5XF
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