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Research progress on mechanism of shikonin inhibiting ovarian cancer
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Abstract: Arnebiae Radix are the dry roots of Arnebia euchroma from Xinjiang or A. guttata from Inner Mongolia with the efficacies
of clearing heat and blood, activating blood and removing toxin, promoting eruption and dispersing speckle documented in Chinese
Pharmacopoeia. Shikonin is a naphthoquinone compound extracted from the Chinese herb Comfrey. Currently, shikonin and its
derivatives are widely studied in treatment of different types of cancer. Research progress on mechanism of shikonin inhibiting ovarian
cancer from five aspects including body immune system, invasion and metastasis of tumor cells, apoptosis of tumor cells, aerobic
glycolysis of tumor cells and tumor cell cycle are reviewed in this paper, in order to provide reference for clinical study of shikonin in
treatment of ovarian cancer.
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Fig. 1 Signaling pathway of shikonin inhibiting ovarian cancer cells
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