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A textual study on varieties of licorice in “eighteen antagonisms”
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Abstract: There is a record of licorice as an aotagonstic medicinal combination in “eighteen antagonisms”. The 2020 edition of Chinese
Pharmacopoeia records that there are three varieties of licorice: Glycyrrhixa uralensis Fisch., G. inflata Bat., G. glabra L. The species
of licorice in the “eighteen antagonisms” cannot be determined. Before Shen Nong'’s Materia Medica proposed “licorice” as the correct
name, the name of licorice was rather confused. Ancient Shaanxi, Gansu, Sichuan, Inner Mongolia and other places all produced
licorice, which is more consistent with the current licorice production area. The leaflet morphology, pods, racemes, butterfly flowers,
corolla color, and root skin color of licorice recorded in the licorice can be judged that the licorice used in ancient times is basically the
same as the licorice botanical morphology recorded in Flora of China, and is the most similar to G. uralensis. Comprehensive analysis
of the ancient Chinese herbal medicine records that the licorice species is more likely G. uralensis.
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A-licorice in Enlightening of Materia Medica B-licorice in Essentials of Materia Medica ~ C-licorice in Compendium of Materia Medica D-licorice of
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A-inflorescence and pinnate compound leaf of G. uralensis B-infructescence of G. uralensis C-petals, stamens and ovaries of G. uralensis D-pod of G.

of Fenzhou in lllustrated Classic of Materia Medica
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Fig. 1 Records of licorice in different herbal books
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uralensis E-petals, stamens and ovaries of G. inflata F-pod of G. inflata G-petals, stamens and ovaries of G. glabra H-variety of pods of G. glabra
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Fig.2 Plant morphological characteristics of licorice in Flora of China
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Table 1 Plant morphological characteristics of licorice in Flora of China!*
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