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Abstract: Q-Marker is a new concept of quality control of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). According to the “five principles”
for the determination of Q-marker of TCM, “specificity” is one of the vital basis for confirming the Q-marker of TCM. Nowadays,
the poor specificity of the quality control and the evaluation by identical index components for diverse herbs existed in the current
quality evaluation method of TCM, which is difficult to embody the qualitative characteristics of different herbs. Focused on the core
concept of Q-marker, this paper puts forward a research thought for Q-marker based on component specificity combined with the
theoretical basis of chemical component specificity, which is beneficial for the quality enhancement of TCM and provides a new idea
for the standardized construction of TCM, so as to promote the healthy development of TCM industry.
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Fig. 1 Technical route of research strategy for discovery of

unique components of traditional Chinese medicine
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