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Progress in clinical and pharmacological studies of Astragali Radix and its active
components against sepsis
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Abstract: Sepsis is a common cause of death in critically ill patients. Astragali Radix has the effects of tonifying ¢, lifting yang,
discharging toxin, and expeling pus. In recent years, there are increasingly reports about Astragali Radix and its preparation used in
the treatment of sepsis. At the same time, Astragali Radix and its active ingredients have become a hot spot in the research of its
intervention effect and mechanism on sepsis model animals. In this paper, the research progress of Astragali Radix and its active
components in the clinical treatment and mechanism of sepsis were summarized from the perspectives of regulating immune
function, improving inflammatory response and microcirculation disturbance, and improving multi organ injury.
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studies of Astragali Radix and its active components in sepsis

FESCHRA 18 Fas LK 31.6%; I8k I 15 35000 B4 P A
FNGENE S NVR ST MR EEAE SCHRA 8 F AT EE 14.0%:
W RARTT BRBEAE I RAE (1 SCHRAT 26 F» 15 TE 45.6%;
W R FHLENGIT SR 5 5, L 8.8%.
1 BEEMKSERBLR
1.1 ERHEMERS REAHIER

FEE ORI T SARMEYIN S K Astragalus
membranaceus (Fisch.) Bge. var. monghalicus (Bge.)
Hsiao Bi/F3E 75 % A. membranaceus (Fisch.) Bge.[]
TR, HEEVEVER R IR . =l Bk,
ZHEE. IR R R, HEKRA TR,
RIES . Pradl UM B Ge LA I
B PR P ALEPE ., i /e A
5 24 D3 Ik R S T RE MR R AR AP, SRk,
i R A FH 38 B S LR (BB T kEs
REVRYT HIFRIE BB %, [R] I 3 B S LTS PR Rl 23 3
B ¥ (astragaloside IV, AS-IV). < £ #H
(astragalus polysaccharides, APS) XJik#FE SN
TR e H ML T o i . IR SCHR >k
B, B R HAA RN T CALE A0 AR G g% o AR S
AR e 1 G2 5 22 T T A0 B 5 3R 0 O AT R 3G
VEIRRERS, RIS BARIA T MR RE A R A I R e
1.2 BREEREZYIEE

JHR BEAE S HH UL 51 L 1 4 B J0E S N £R A AIE
A BRI EEIE 108 9 BT AE 3G I, nAS IR T
BORIT R MCAT e 5 B B 2 4 B D RERE G SR
AETY, BEERERIERN, R BUKEEIE I R ML AR
HE4, HEMAF AR RAER N 6. 5
SN BTG SE— R R, S5l
Z ARG ZAENAERAEELETIKR.

SEES AN R MERREAE O, LA [F] Sh P

B LA SR TS, H R A B R AR o B4y
93P (1) ARG, QRIS G ARG
(2) FIMAEAA, WS (3) BERERIAE
B, WEMMEILFESL. G2 M 2 FIIE 15 Y i
JRGLAERIARL,  JORE SOV BT 5 BEPRGE,  IfiE R R
A M R KPR T v, S B A SRR I R,
FAEA AR IR, S EE R IR A
R FERE AR S BB A PG (& AR Y s B4 HLoF
LT 1 A S SEA XD, {H SERE B HE N HREA
& TGS 25 3 BURTERE R R MR R IR
2 ERRHEFEMRSMKRSENASIERARER
BEIERHLEH
2.1 ATREINEE

R BEAE 1) 32 BRI AL HE S B DR, S
ERIEIRTT A — B R PR AR, |
eI PRAT R = A B AR PR i i BhE R 3 I AR A 2R
T B RSCIGAER, A SOE
JVR B S 2 D e R AT PRI P o

S U A R A i O 83 9T i S i
i KB 1R B 9% T RE  SOREAH I DL 2 I RYT 1) A8 4k
RIUAB G T A ZH, 3 Py e i o8 AR e
RIE SN ANME R Ve % R, AT SR el
2 AFAE BB R . PRI AE S TR AR DU A
() 771 8 P B OB 28 i U S D e kAT, JE R
M /MRIEA R T (platelet sctivating gactor, PAF)
SCEL, VR BEFE T miag N . Huang 25U TRI G4
2 25 U0V 00 53 6k I 2 55 100 /0N B0 e 2535 T 399 04
JEE 9 FNE W 45 3L 28 L BN B RE ALY /N BROEEAT 73,
RIN AS-TV R BG hn A 1 b 240 i 0 B 7 FH AT B A /)
bR &2 B R AT S B, TSR R . TR
A PO A Rk BB TR SO s 3L AL B R
e RE A AT S R B . TN LRI A,
APS 1] R 3 EAE MEEAE 5 A S e 40 R OR AR
TR RN (dendritic cell, DC) Filidk4T
TR, 5 AP I R AT 8 1 S o I A K R
2 it LR A B T RE R R2 I, I APS ] LB ] i
E W 45 3L 5 AL BUR BRAE AR AL R B R ™ e R
AL, ELATH0H SO B ST R T R ]
TSR RIS S B 45 4L o FLBUR BRE LA K R4 Bh
PET AR, A R BRUIR 2 PR SORE, T G
PR MBIl AR AS-TV AT LLE i 0w
TRREEA | Mfl e Iige, REIRIT mITHEER
BEA 1N SFHRIE. Hou PR M m. P K5
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H APS Rl ERIE /N T A D) R IR AR
(RIS, AN [FIVR LR APS S JHGEEAE (1 S i R 3
TATRMAS— o G P L 2 T PO S5 AR
B B ANAR R R 57K P 324k, RS B
BB 245 5 R AT RO B R R DR R AT ARSE R
SOV 5 B TSRO B M 4 3L 5 FLBUIR AR RE R A

K BRI TS L AL . Lin 250N APS W]
REmdmH S T 4000 (Tregs) 454K Toll FESZ1A 4
(Toll-like receptor 4, TLR4) Tfiilifii] CD4 " CD25 T 4
MOFEYE, — e R ] BRI I s B B/ BRI
CD4'T 4ffkfih & Th2 [l Thl AUFERS . BEESE M
LD REBTVAE M EFRE AL W2 1.

F1 BXBIIAT REIIRER A MRESERIHLHI

Table 1 Mechanism of Astragali Radix in prevention and treatment of sepsis via regulating immune function

SEEARY Bt ML RO 55 SCHR

YR FIE WS LYM?, CD41, CD4/CD8?1, CD8|, HARFZG4uf], 1L-6), 13-16
TNF-a), TLCt, T 4HjE1
JH& BERE S B R T 4011, B 40T, PAFT, HARZV4NM] 17
YR FIE S WS+ IL-6), IL-1B), TNF-a|, CD41, CD4/CD81, CD8|, H#RZF 28
WP Rk

BHALFILBORERES A CR FREM® TNF-al 20
B ISR EERIY N AS-TIV CXCR2t 19
B F LR AN APS DCt, CD41, T cellst 21
RS E LIRS A R R RS T 41y, CD41, CD4/CD8T, IFN-yf, IL-4| 23
TR R EE E 1IN R AS-IV CD4"|, CD25-T|, IFN-y|, IL-41 24-26
B A F LB B A KRB, APS NF-xB|, TNF-o|, Th1/Th27, CD4'f, CD4'/CD8'1, CD8"| 22
BEEH FALBREAER AN APS T 40 27
JIG 2 W B0 e B AE AR 2R /)N R AS-IV CXCR21, GRK2| 18
B ILBIREEREY N AS-TV NF-kB|, ERK1/2] 31
B F LB R BES Caspase-3], Bel-21 29
B g/ B APS CD4"CD25 Treg|, Foxp3|, IL-10], IL-21, IL-2Ra 30

NKC-BRNGAM  IL-6- AN -6 TNF-o-MEHIEHE T-0 TLC-HMELHE CXCR2-CXC B H T %4& IFN-y-y TIE

NF-kB-#%#% K F-«B  GRK2-G EAMHBZAMEE 2R

VORI, TR

NKC-natural killer cell IL-6-interleukin-6 TNF-a-tumor necrosis factor-a TLC-total lymphocyte count CXCR2-CXC chemokine receptor 2

IFN-y-interferon-y NF-kB-nuclear factor kappa B GRK2-g-protein coupled receptor kinase 2

same as below

2.2 ERAER N AREIRERS

2 M I RN ARR AT A8 B 0 2 ik 230 V6 97 Bt A 1)
HOSURIAE A5, B RAE VR YT MR RERE I R RETE PR AR N
A H HEE L SGE R N BE PR L R4 JORE DR KT
KRR R L, SIS BT, A
W IREEREL B P-ik#8 3 (P-selectin) &t IfILJi-
Pt 2 54 (thrombin-antithrombin complex,
TAT). Ifil/MR (platelet, PLT) HI7KF, SCEMAE
MRS . Liu 252951 58 APS FUAf % 25 6 45 FH 0t
B W25 3L 7 FLBUREERE R AR R B0 % RO 4
1 33 A3 ST Fe R BB B T S 9 T A ) 2
PRI P B == [ R IR B RE 98 SN HR AR 8 L1 ) R

t means up-regulated | means down-regulation,

PRI F 3R, DL R BEHT R BT R R A B
MRIE . BARSCIT R DL, B A PR
i3 A A A PR 1 S I BT k5 14 AR e AR A o Liu
DN T AS-TVIE 40 6h1) 8 35 Jse S5 14 ) bk E2 4
JHL R TR ORI BRARPUIR B E, fRIE R E R
Hio Zhang PR R IR AS-IVAETH ST NF-«B Al
W S IR T80 82 A -1 (activator protein-1, AP-1)
IR, fEONE. EBNBK. BRI U R
B4, AT RCTRBT BIE I IR BEAE () 9E 1 2
o HEECR I AS-IVH E W 45 4L 7 ALBUR S
BAUNRIRAERH S EA C REA K. b
RSOV 50 e BT 203 SR B BT S T
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Table 2 Mechanism of Astragali Radix in prevention and treatment of sepsis via improving inflammatory response and

microcirculation disorders

SIS A 2 ML R A5 SCHR
AL F LSRR ISR S REN P-selectin|, TAT|, PLT?} 32
B FALBREAERA R, APS NF-xB|, TNF-0), IFN-y|, IL-41 22

B F LSRRI AS-IV Cr|, CK-MB|, LDH|, a-HBD|, IL-6], HMGB-1}, C5a}, 40
MPOJ, IL-101

B FALBURTER AR, APSHAI& 5 TNF-a), IL-6] 33-34

AR BE/LTA JE Y N B W21 A SIS IL-8), IL-101 35

Ji 22 W BUk B REAE T K B TSR TNF-a, IL-6] 36

AL F BRI NR ASIV TNF-a), IL-6}, IL-10}, CCL2|, CACL2| 31

N5 22 W S5 e B AR TR /N R AS-IV NF-«B|, AP-1], MCP-1|, TNF-a, IL-6], TLR4] 37

EE L F LB RN, AS-IV MPO|, NO|, LDH|, AST|, ALT|, iNOS|, IL-1p}, PCt, 38
EPCR1

Jie BgE A B ECVESTR ET|, SCr|, BUN|, PVD?, PPV}, MFI} 39

CK-MB-&H A Th LDH-ZLIRW AR o-HBD-o-25E TR AR MPO-ffid ALYl MCP-1-S AN F AST-HEFH AN
ALT-NRIRFZEE  INOS-% 8 — S LA AH EPCR-WEAIMEH C 24k ET-WHEER SCr-IMiENIEH BUN-JREZE PVD-HTME%

B PPV-EVEIMAE LG MFI-RUME T sh 5L

CK-MB-creatine kinase-MB  LDH-lactate dehydrogenase

monocyte chemoattractant protein-1

EPCR-endothelial cell protein C receptor  ET-endothelin

PPV-proportion of perfusion vessels MFI-microvascular flow index

23 EMRSEFLZMBERGDHFAR

2301 SEREONEThRE  MRERRE il S E0O IR S T
SR INRERRNS, oI T BERRE AT — P R I DL i
BREFEAOAE, JLR AN T RERRE 2 p e TR,
TR FaE ML Bh 1125 S s L REIAE R, 18
REDGE MBS IR . IO LIS s 1055, REFRAR B
BT %

1 0 S5 V2RI 0 2 L G 22 0 580 5 i A R /)
UKD VLT 4E4R M TL-1B 25 13805 REH 3 B 2 H 0
. NI 03 RS AE 51 AR T AR RS . )
i id RT-PCR £ AR Al Western blotting +3 A 43 1l K6l
HAS-IVA[ /D B M 453 7 FLBURERRE A KRR O
L9 Beclinl. p62. LC3 & H & mRNA [ IE.
A L BRI 3 5 21 25 R T S S VAR LA
TBIT AP b, AT B DR R R O UL
B, BeEORE. HESYMI R LI, HSHHE
AT DA R e B0 2ORE s R IR 28 The, U3

a-HBD-alpha-hydroxybutyric dehydrogenase
AST-aspertate aminotransferase

SCr-serum  creatinine

MPO-myeloperoxidase =~ MCP-1-

ALT-alanine transaminase  iNOS-inducible nitric oxide synthase

BUN-urea nitrogen  PVD-perfusion vessel density

PR Wl B AHLURT . AR EEOTR AE REE AR
A £ R T R S e R I S
T A, MR R A BB T
B oo Mg g A . 8 AEY TR
B AS-IVEA RI G 20755 A2 A L UL )4
F, ARG HLE AT B8 5 NF-«B/ S A ) B V38 55 40 %
TH% K a (peroxisome proliferator- activated receptor
alpha, PPARa) {5 5B 5. Wang 25500
i HOC2 HEATHRZ AL, KB AS-IVAIEIT
I BRE T s R L A L TS R
SE SN R 2 E A J5T A 73 Ml 2 175 3 ) o AU L TR 452
Y. Zhao 5NNy AS-TVIE T 3 W fg BEALEE -3
W/ B S 5 BRI ) NF-xB, 3 0 i
ZWETS T 100 DY RERREAG A AR R AEAN BT = A 7]
MEEPORT LRI APS BEE R MR KR AL E
FRUSC 4 A0 B TR AB L, AR B0 B WL TNF-a
IL-IB. IL-6 HIFRIK, kROl .
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232 SCEEIRDIAE EAESERRIRE R (severe
acute pancreatitis, SAP) GFE LT EH B JF A 22
REEREA 22 38 B D RebetG 2R &1k, H it Fe R,
SAP 4k K M i G H s AR T M fa fe R R
DRI AT 285 T 77 s TR s Pl BRI I BE , = k2> SAP
SLHERFE T E T RO, PR LI AS-IV
fe b B W 46 4L 7 L BUMK R R A5 Y R BRI iR
Beclinl, p62. LC3 1&g F AL R ERIL, Mo
R MR T R . 25 SR Y 52 APS X 2
RUHE PRI B I U B0 K BRI JR iR AR A S LA S e
POl KIL APS e H A AL R4 -

233 JEARAE. Ml B BREREE &R DA A ™
IR A S IR s 450 A B 45
P07 B I 7T R I AS-TV RERS I I PR 48
JiE S B, i i sk K 7 B2 #HOR A 2 (transcription
factor E2 associated factor 2, Nrf2) FI$E &Il 2 %4
LHE-1 (heme oxidase-1, HO-1) [{3IA LA S -1 2k
R SR e e S T 87 o 2 SO T R BIL APS
Reld It FF = 9 % (malondialdehyde, MDA). 4|
Hulal 5B 421 C(intercellular adhesion molecule-1,
ICAM-1) 7K1 PA KA/ i3k 24 It 2 R Ok 4 2 IR B8 1 g -3
(cysteine aspartic acid protease 3, Caspase-3)[J3KIA,
AR S AT o B REAMI A o A 2 £ i
WA g, b E A A, IE R AR
[ T B 7 B 0 B 23 SR IR S 4R A
Huang 25 URF 98 S~ AS-IV RS0 3 1 o362 il 38 /< 1
fig, BRACME b ORI B M, H0H S 28 5
SN, R RERIE I S A 4 5 B IR R . 9K
L3 S A i L 3 B AR R P, R I T
IS Th17/Treg 4P, $&EIREEIEAFH
A3 T AE /S RS S5 0 S 4] o s i i )
WHFCUER, R K EAAMRNEIT e, BEIRE
B WSS DhREFa bR 20 s, JREMZ .

T el A A ORI Y S A A VL R e K R
it , Jedid 1) E 21238 NF-«B W& 1% N i TNF-a
FIL-1B AKCPSRBUA . 1 A ORI ot 2 W 35 S v
WA FH SRR SO0 R B BUN B i A —
MITERTE R . Zhou ZE°M\ N AS-TV REiEE T H4H
ML K F CCRS A% 2 Ak 48 i AM 5 5 1 79 B il

(phosphorylated extracellu- larsignal-regulatedkinase,

p-ERK) HIFRIE, femPlatbae s, WEiEZ s
FHISEE B
2.3.4  JREEMIESRD R SORER, R 5

P, EVERG 9, N E RSB E R4,
BN E A 5T ) R RS TOES B, BE A R ) g
— M, WAL R HARNE R R R R, K
A B R AE RN SR A1E (system inflammatory
reaction syndrome, SIRS) M=K, UT4FsE
B 2 U8 42 7R BT I B W A AN ) IX 2R AG OL .
Cui 257V 2 1 /K B I4E 516 22 95 B 80 1
R, R B TE B R ad I 0 A 1 A A DR 1
Tk, RBALABE. VxS SRR T
SRR T 22 05 = 00 W AR R TUOTE PR B S A
B, 3X 0] e 5 0 6 RL 20 B &5 B 22+ CDyyp A
CDg 2235 A0 R K 4H Mo Bt S0k 45 5% . Xie 2510
NN AS-IV @ o ) ] 52 1 RhoA/ 28 fiEt /M A
NLRP3 (5 5ok o035 ik 5 0 51 & 1) i 18 BT B 1) fig
BEAS o WA U OV 2% 3] 3% 16 3 A VR 10 1) B P 45 4L
77 L Bk 10 A5 AL KRR 8 A G Ik B2 48 Mg )
PR T, PRI 718 BF R 0 g 1 3 I e 9% T
Bt o Kk 95 U B Fe e BT 08 v 6 VA o) ik R
S EUR M TE R R A T, A2l I R R
Bel-2/Bax )1 1 1M S B o

TP MRERIE I ACRE B W3R 3.
3 RE

JHeERE A B I == R W SR —, B
A tE K EIRIE . ImRRIEZE S (30%~70%) (1)
R, IO ORISR RN 1 BE 470 5 A
BT F BRI MBI B 2 RIS
JEIRBUR, A R A AT FL I PR 32 EEIE iy
IE, 5% i 250 i T B IR 1) A1 PS5 A o i 2R AS [
W3 A NIRRT A R bR L ik, R 5 2
Mg BN IRE ESAEERVIHEK. K,
2 SERIE S 3 ML 25 0 T 25 R B IR,
ME KRG “FARD T, MO, f[RHSMAF,
HARAEEAEI” 2 e ARCERR T 3 S HIEPE R
Gy B ia M EERE R Uk R, 1 S A U5 1T LA
AT R DI RE . R EERE AE S T PR A
ST BRAIR P9 B 2 KT 55 2 P AR T8 7 A0 LR ik
BRI SR RE, BARIF T N AHFE R M
B BRI, H R 3 B AE M FERE S I ARE Hh B
IR FATI AR, REERLERIRNH, Hik=
WRZ M A 2 RGN AR S MEE
SRR A TT . IR IR R UEYE 2 9/ NFEAR
IR ILEE, ERAMICHNEIT 7%, SRl X
M ORFEARBEST, KRB M IR 22K,
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Table 3 Mechanism of Astragali Radix in prevention and treatment of sepsis complications

WS SEIR ALY 21 Bk LA £ Sk
ORE TR Z SR EEAE AL/ B APS RGN G pro-IL-1B}, IL-1B} Iy}
B FILBIREEREIRR AS-IV PO L Beclinl}, p62), LC3| 43
BRI F ISR TR AS-TV B I REIR A LDH|, CK-MB|, o-HBD| 40

JHeEERE R BEETES ER L ULRAS ¢Tnl} 44-45
EREHF BRI SRESR SR LIRSS IL-6], IL-107 46
JIE % W SUMRER AR Y /N B AS-IV BNl EFt, FSt, LVIDd}, LVIDst, FFA|, 47

TNF-a}, IL-1B}, IL-6), ATP/AMP?,
ADP/AMP?, PPARaf, ATP5D?

MeZ ¥Ed S HOC2 L WLAN A AS-IV g UM SODY, MDA}, LDH|, CK|, TNF-a}, 48
IL-6), NF-B|
i 2 WESUMEFRERR Y /1N B AS-IV RIZ O I RERE G PI3K/AKT|, NF-kB|, LDH?t, cTnlf, 49
TNF-0}, IL-6), MCP-1], IL-1B|
JE 2 WE BUMERREAR B K B APS O R TNF-a}, IL-1B}, IL-6] 50
iR EMAIFEASIRERERARR  AS-IV VDRI EZRI ANE  Beclinl), p62), LC3| 52
IR IR R A% 4L SOD?, GSH-Px}, NOJ|, MDA| 53-54
Sz i A
s BRI GBI AS-IV TR 4R Nrf2}, HO-11, TNF-a), IL-6}, MDA/, SOD| 58-59
B LSS MR APS W SR MDA/, Caspase-3}, ICAM-1] 60
Jif BRI FILEBMEERAVNR AS-IV kAR S AR Pa0,7, TNF-a), IL-6 61
BRI F ISR TR MR AS-TV R it AR Th17t, Tregl, CD37, CD4f, Foxp3f, 62
IL-107, IL-6}, TNF-a}, IL-17A|
(=] AL FILESIEEEACR RN RS 5 NF-kB|, TNF-a, IL-1B| 64
BAALE BRI R SRS TPy Sk it SCr| 65
TSR
i 2 BESUMEERERR Y /1N B AS-IV kSN E A= Vil CCR5, p-ERK|, TNF-a}, IL-6), GSH|, 66
ROS?t
kAR R LM Wi S Fhis BUN|, Cr| 63
i ME 2 SR EE AR RN B HRIKBIF iz M 3 iR TNF-a}, IL-1B}, TL-6, IL-4] 67
FEZ Eei & Ain  HitPNH BRI s R RERG  CD11b|, CD18| 68
BT ABIERESRAVNR. AS-IV WM R EINAEEES  RhoA/NLRP3| 69
Caco-2 4fifffu
BEAALE BRSO PR Ry i S hf ke Caspase-3|, IgAf, sIgAf 70
B LSRR AR, SRR I E R R 40 Bel-17, Bax| 71
JET:

CTn I-DUUNESERE 1T FFA-IFRSIENIR  SOD-ESE M ELEE  CK-UURRMEES GSH-Px-A Mt H IS EALIEG  Foxp3- I IRIZ e b 3 8 7
ROS-iFEEE  TgA-HIEHRE A A SlgA-7r W R A A
CTn I-cardiac troponin I FFA-free fatty acid SOD-superoxide dismutase CK-creatine kinase GSH-Px-glutathione peroxidase Foxp3-forkhead

box P3 ROS-reactive oxygen species IgA-immunoglobulin A SIgA-secretory immunoglobulin A
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