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Research progress on anti-tumor effect of berberine
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Abstract: Malignant tumor, a common problem faced by human beings, which is a serious public economic burden to the world.
Generally, inhibition of a single signaling pathway or one single product of a gene is insufficient for the prevention and treatment
of malignant tumors, but a few agents such as immune checkpoint inhibitor that can also play an excellent role in tumor treat ment.
However, at present, most of the drugs used in cancer treatment are only aimed at a single target to produce biological effects. The
anti-tumor activity and mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine have the advantages of multi-path, multi-target, multi-pathway
and multi-effect. Berberine, as an isoquinoline alkaloid of Coptis chinensis, can produce anti-tumor effects via inhibiting tumor cell
proliferation, promoting apoptosis of tumor cells, blocking cell cycle, inhibiting tumor cell migration and invasion, inducing
autophagy of tumor cells, anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and immunomodulatory and so on. Compared with chemical agents, it
has an extensive range of sources, safe and easy to obtain, which has great potential in the prevention and treatment of related
cancers. The anti-tumor effect and mechanism of berberine were reviewed in this paper, in order to provide some ideas and
theoretical basis for its anti-tumor research.
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ANBERE AL SR, R T IR E AR G
Coptis chinensis Franch. F111)— i S5 EMRIS AR A Bl
KL FIEARAL T 25436 7 A G A5
2004 4F, B N 73w S0 R /N BERRAE R 5 LS U7 1
HA 5TRe AR FILH, HER 7R
AR Ak, AR, BEENTFERIABNAN,
BERR B MR A T B3 2], JCHGEME i
PRIV VR 97 A B 25 418100 /N BERRUELAT V2 I 47t
REE, AT TR, HlR ik 3 Z 45 Mo |
FUBE . S, B, A e S0, A
K, RT/NEERIIOTTL, 2RI AN,
X BRI RTRE B3R, /INBEBAE (A A1 2 0 A5
TR N SRR b0 eg ' T B0 S I R A v
HEEGIE T ATRRE. 2R, H AT /NEERAE I
R _ERAUA R BR T T i . St %, BaR
SEIE GBI, HICR T U R I AR 6 45 R Y
R (31400 g, AR S 3 S DA e 4 i 4
R S 2R R T L ELYERT 200 P S0 0 e 9 4
LA ZR. BRI R FTR IR ALK
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Padhol, /INBEH AT A 22 S A0 U T 40 i A5 A%
T AN bR 4 R T . — I T U o AR
108 B A A IR RN BE BRI 4 LY g B T O R
N, LRSI FEARATRER G B VS PR N S
FE ML Caco-2 AU Lovo 2 IEFEIS. BF 72Kk
B, /NS RE I [ B A oSS A B Csterol
regulatory element binding protein, SREBP) -1 f{J#
A SREBP ZfRHGE HH HIRIE, B

R R, AR BT A RS2 H, 8 Wnt/B-catenin i&
AN S5 7 m 2 B AR FED 0. Gong STV HIL/INEE B
A% 38 ok N A B T B (glucose-regulated
protein, GRP) 78 {31k, #Ifi| A\ 45 E 7w HT-29 44
MG 5E . 72 NN RS AS49 ZHMH, ZINBED
REEIH L S REZAHOC B 2 U B % 11 AN 4
HRFHIFR p21 BFPAER pS3 EAL A B (wild-type p53
activated fragment 1, WAF1) [F5RiK, i 4 g
FRIIEEUST . /NEERRA RE PG R 39 A375 4 A
IR DR 4 A 2 1 HOR E 1 (eyclin-dependent
kinase 1, CDK1). #if & BAER EIHE 2 (cyclin-
dependentkinase 2, CDK2). 4HffEIEEH D1 C(cell
cycle protein D1, Cyclin DI) FZHlE A A (cell
cycleprotein A, Cyclin4) WFRiL, F+iE miRNA-582-
5p A1 miRNA-188-5p & &, PR FIRFERIAHOCEE F T
FEIA A b Rg A B G TE 0L, AL, NBERRAE
At i [ 0 ) T 4 64 5 g T+, LA,
/NEERRAE 5 NS 2 Res DG M IR, GRS (2 dF M T
FHIEE A (Bcl2-associated X, Bax) FIFRIA DL A AHH]
P TN IE ] Survivin S 5E40MIZ BT E (proliferating
cell nuclear antigen, PCNA) [1J7=4E, %} NPC-CNE2
2 7 A i R e R AR FH 20,
2 {RAPE LR T

/INBEB A 58 I 5 e v 1 SRR O RS 5 I R
INK/p38. 22 G5 E H MBS (mitogen-activated
protein kinase, MAPK). & H Il C (protein kinase
CO. gHM AT H g (extracellular regulated
kinases, ERK) &R 26k A AH G g 42175 S:4i
MO T 2 NF-YR0E M HL-60 40, /NEEGR
RENG 5l e Ye o FUEAER DNA Wiz, @il #us R iR
T R R AEE (poly ADP-ribose polymerase,
PARP). VI IRE F/KHEE-3 (cysteine-containing
aspartate-specific protease 3, Caspase-3) A& R
TR H/Kf#REE-8 (cysteine-containing aspartate-specific
protease 8, Caspase-8) ;=AEFE PR T-IRLN Y, £
B IRGAR I A431 A0fErh, /NEERE AR LA AT (]
FHOR B 77 AW AP e, SUcER, £ESEaerhom
WP TRHTH R — RIVENRN, GREERE
JE AL )3 2% A L3R C W) SRR PIREIR Bel-2 X
BRI caspases KRR 1 RIE, PLI I ADP /B 5
BB AL, 5 IR I HL-7702 0fEAHEE,
/INBEBR, e % T8 o 1 T — BRI IS 0 ) B B O

(adenosine monophosphate-activated protein kinase,
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AMPK) /T[] caspase #H I 2o ki (A& 12175 540
T, EREERRATE HepG2. SMMC-7721 F
Bel-7402 2l i) 4735 2 HLAED 51 A T 1EF A0 i
VD, NBERGE AEEE B XIAP HHSCHET 1
(XIAP associated factorl, XAF1) fIA K457 5 DNA
4515 32K 450 (growth arrest and DNA damage-
indueible gene 450, GADD45a) WIFR1A, i75'F EB Ji
# (Epstein-Barr virus, EBV) [FJ3KIA, 155 EBV %
1 B 4H B ZRRARTE T4, RS, /NBERRA Y T
% AL BN/ H 330 FoxO1/3a 1 p53 24k,
gk 51 BH3 25 Bim/PUMA [0S, 1Zid #27E
—ERE ESER AN FRMRETA R, It
Ab, /NBERRGE REIE I R A RLAR A IR AR I AL R 1
kB (nuclear factor kappa-B, NF-xB) G, M
PSR ML 721260 SRAG TN, /INBERRL TR 2k S ER
E IR SK-MES-1 40 7= 4= B e (75 S R T 1R
H, ARE R SR T2, B Al 2 RS ) )i
SK-MES-1 #fijfy_F- 1§ iE % Cy1(phospholipase Cy1,
p-PLCyD) SR IRIE, M/NREBRIN ] 380 3 A
F+ R p-PLCy1 FR AP,
3 PRFHZAAREHER

2111 ) S P 5 R AR AN [FIAR FE b 40 | B i e
SER R RS2, BEFLR I, /NEERE A I I 1Y 2
T e 0 L %) 5 7 A R AR B — T,
Reid i #| Cyclin D1 1 Cyclin E1 3R, FHIA
it AS49 AT Gy WY, LAk, Hsp9o Hil 5
F/NBERRIR A NI, GRS B R CDK4 (3R
AT Cyclin D1, i) 45 B e 40 Mo i) A= B321, 78
NE RN HBT-94 88, /NBERSHE 0% 8
W& PIBK/Akt M1 p38 {5 5k, Hiff p53 Ml p21 7K
B, ghE GyM BRI, AEFLEREAn A, /INEED,
REPHIZEM T S 1, S o AT AT AR 34
AR, /INSEBR AR IR A e T Rb BEERI MR
kSR A . HAROR B, Hl i #0] Rb mRNA
HIREME, o Rb mRNA FIHHBEIIRE, S2mm s 4n
JHJE S ERR RS, /NBERIL R I #H] Rb 25 )
WEmRA, BHIEFBEGEN 7 E2F SEE5 Rb SHEK
Gy, AMANHEIZEEN Gy IR S S AR B,
4 DI BhiE 4HAEITE R FNIR 2B

FENGIR R, 22 S50 e £ 255 DT 40 it A\ B — i b
i) HoAthze v 2 2R R 2B AV L N B 1« IR 48
MPRRAEEAZ AT ZH RS ENE R
RN, HREEIS#E M) ephrin-B2 25 [ A1

54 JE 25 -2 (matrix metalloproteinase-2, MMP2).
B 4 )8 & A E-9 (matrix metalloproteinase-9 ,
MMP9) [ 1A 1) 7L i 40 B P e A5 7381, /N Bk
Bl e o R R K R 4E R 244 o (rat retinoic acid
receptor o, RARo) FI_EiH RARB #Iifi L 57 [8] B %
tt. (epithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) i##%,
gl X PI3K/AKt 5 5 @ B (R4 B . eAk, 78 =
7L s 4 A e, /N BERE I H11) EGFR/MEK/ERK
55 % N A4 /% -8 (interleukin-8, 1L-8) [
Feak, A GH B AR AN RO, AR N W
Hep2 40, /INGEBRRI A N BB A% A 15 28 241 it I 25 Dk
by KRG PR, M s W A KR T
(vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF). MMP-2
A MMP-9 £ /KB N REY . A8 A BE e
()33 e AL A% Hh e 2 S BV A FH2) . A R4 Y A
FARW, /NBEREHE O 0 MR 4E i VEGF mRNA 1)
TR, $ =45 EH e eEF2 40 M FIBERR th /K T4,
K FH R R) 975326 R0 73 —F- X 4 SC e, W 9838 R I /N BRE B
RES 25 G A ML N B AR K B2 44 2 (vascular
endothelial growth factor receptor 2, VEGFR2) )i
P, BEWIH AT AkUmTOR/P70S6K 15 5 3@ # )
WO, HER DU A SAE ., AR,
EMT 5B RAERIE. 2. 1238, B EER
TIHIBR & o /N BE Bk e od o 30 1) 3% 4 2B KB 7
(transforming growth factor, TGF)-B/Smad 15 5 18 #%,
T-¥i TGF-p1 %55 A& HepG2 41 /) EMT HEFE,
s A0 T A AR 28 1 e,
5 ESMEMME B R

H W 20 AR P AR T — M, A4
i A AR 7 T A 45 B A AR IR ot B4 e v
/INBERIIE It ¥E 7] AMPK/mTOR/ULK i& 4%, 51ie H
W FRBOE AT, AR AN, /N EEE i A
Jun ZIER A (Jun N-terminal kinase, JNK) H]J
R AEFE Bel-2/beclin-1 &5 515 S
S 2 [ WS, 7E 1 BGC-823 i, /INBERRE
175 S A A A R M RS B R AR AL,
ANBERRL RIS G IR 4 i S AT R T R e 78
(glucose-regulated protein 78, GRP78) F1 11T %47k fig
PRI VPS34 HIZ5-GRe TS T B R R AR,
Jenl i) — U R, /NEEBEE miR30 KRS
beclinl 3-UTR X454, T EHWE A BECNI [
2k, /N RN D7 40 B A A E ST R B
REFIE, NEET B ER LR A, — 7T
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1M JORE LA SE A 1 05 S e #E A A 2 S
HRAR, MR AT o (8 JORE 40 B S ZRE R 1 R i ik
RAERAE, B 51 KM, JEGEiT, 15%~20%01)
FERE SR IIFET: 5 RIEAHIC . ek, JOIE4H A
AR YR T A S 2 A R A AR R A R AR
WEHAES . WITTRI, DNEERGET 5 AMPK/
mTOR {5 5@ B> AR AR A R
E SN FEJFEF YA I R b, /N BERE 1 0 1) B
M 5 ) FAE S L AR At S A4 A0 7 F SR A
Hil FLERE DS . fEE B AN b, /) BERREE I B0
AMPKo-SIRT-1-PGC-1lo {5 5 18 B M1l 22 73 52
JERE 2R 1 B0 4-SAPK/INKC-Jun RAEHT A A FHOL,
WAL, /NBERRIL BEIE L A 2 RE R ¥ 1R i FE R,
R RIRTT, BIRZRONELGSIER RN T B
P R ) IR 157
7 REFET

AN PR R B R I R AR, BAEAL
7 BT R RE Y, B S 70 B2 K. BRI,
H 24 RO FEAE AN RIAS RS SN G 38 1 5 1)
REAE M R 1 S 2 VR T IS AR RS2 B bR . /NBERR
X IR eI T AR . BEFE R, HaTE N2
T D1 A Dy ZARREESUR, FHF PRy, TNF-o.
IL-6 A1 IL-1B 53 WAB8T, /NBERRIL BE R H TNF-o Fl
IL-6 7K°F, #if] CD4 " T 4UMIAIIAE, 258 H 5 %%
PERPZRARBO), peht, /NEERRGE R 0 I AE 5 1%
SR WOE R 1 Csignal transducer activator of
transcription 1, STAT1) FIBFERIL/KF, ] IFN-y
7SIV iE 2,3- 0NN 1 (indoleamine 2,3-
dioxygenase 1, IDO1) KA, ixELzh B3R B /NEE
Bl e —METE B OB G IR T IR 25) o
8 E b
8.1 T microRNA BIZFRIA

MicroRNA & — 2 IR IE R g i K FE 20N
22 MEZHEERRAEmS 55 RNA 701, HAESIEY)
2 S5 ERFFERE, HilCS%E H Ry
2500 > microRNA 43, microRNA it Kk
JHJRE R A AR R B DDA SR, BIF SR, FEZ K
YEERER . Hm. SERE. B, OREUR AR
BEZH AR 45 7= B NS MR b, /N BEGHE i #E 1

microRNA KIEFURIREAER©, 75+ 5 W 176
FridfErR, /NBERE T miR-101/COX-2/PGE2 55
TRAAH T A B R ) AR RN B AR 104 FE 2 K
PR SRR b, N BERR AN IS, N miR-
19a/92a 321k, #E1A] microRNA [FI4% .0 DX 35k i 411
1) 22 B i e 40 L ) 1S TR AT A 15T,
8.2 HIHlumhEEAY IR

S L Pl 2 A 40 o R A Y — g,
FEA AR R 0 e g, FL S O T UM R A
HLFI A AEARLSS) . /NBETRBE S ] AP-2 5 N kL g
W% 5%l (human telomerase reverse transcriptase,
hTERT) A3 F 44, ‘F8hTERT FIEFEAL, 1
TR A LR K AR ALY, Sy — TR SRR W, /N
Retg il fe e NIRRT RL G DUBE R S5 R418), I
RNA B hTR SHRBEWNLE &, A
LBl i LS
8.3 MEEMFNNTSHN

JoiE A AR EEAC S R M R R e B
HtFUARIE , Il s S 2 B I R A B YDA R
GUAERES BEIRIE . ORI, NBERRK VR ST AR
5 i w3 R DA G0 — Tk T/ B
BN Ji i TR K S IR KR Ape (min/+) /MR ES
Ho e KA FR LT AR, /NBERAE 2 2 PR
R e N RmE MR R A, B Ape (min/+)
NGB R . TR TR B R 2 i
(00 - W Gl P 1 [ g S 1 7l P
S8 e A A R I R DR B R A R 173

ANBEB IR AR FIALE UL 1, F73/NBE R
FUMRAE ARG B R 1.
9 45iE

MR L2 O G F N e ) T B
Wi, LG R ZGLEIR YT S IR 7 TR 5 R )
Pril. (ERERTTR) /M, “RE" vkt
I Je T S B R ) = R R, X 2 D R
FEMRREVE” YT IR IR AL 1T R BRI . B
NEZRNFIEMZH, BAHENER. 5K
ThRG B Z T PR fiak. Bubioe . Y I
PEAMARSS . T RABE TR I, TR & e
WA= PN BRE Bl g FL A 5 A ) 2 RBONE ) 2 ) o
fille PRIE, RSO0 /NBERRATT IR A T A AR AL 1)
FORIE T FEREAT 25, DA 9 L AE I PR i Rg v 7 o
Mt et =% .
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Fig. 1 Anti-tumor effect of berberine
1 NEEAUEER
Table 1 Anti-tumor activities of berberine
EFAL] TERIBRE PR 55/ (umol-L™) LA SCk
kYR 4. 3014 SCAP/SREBP-1 {5 S 1B/ SR AE i N4 B DLD-1 41 6.25~50.00 oL 16
5 N GRP78 I{I7KF A& B SW480 4t 20~300 o 17
FEAR MM A A D% mRNA BIZRIE/KF, $im miRNA-582-5p A F 28 A375 41 20~80 A4 19
FI miRNA-188-5p & &
JE MAPK/ERK 148 5 N 24T Ros PRI IZNMIETE N\ &8 CNE2 ZHAuik 2.5~40.0 A4 20
1] CD206. IL-10. TGF-p RAMEIE NJififeE: A549 4HIff 5~50 Hah 74
i AKT-mTOR {5538, %5 MDA-MB-231 40t A\ AL MDA-MB-231 4t 10~ 80 R
B0, ST EE RN
A8 DNA W2, i DNA RIS, Hf4iigsE A\ 400 RCC 4 10~240 4 76
4% Hedgehog {5 518 Ex A4 i 4 CD133" T4 25~400mg-L™" &4 77
TRSEEESANE 4% caspase-3 Al caspase-8 15 SAHMIFTS N LIk A M7 HL-60 4 20~100 4 78
T LRRIAIE AL TR AR EER ¢ MIZRIMRERL. 5 S RkERIRAE A43L 41 12.5~100.0 pg-mL™" 144k 79
KT AN
I AMPK /- 2Rk caspase 142 SAIMLE R N HepG2. SMMC-7721 3.125~-100.000 oL 23
AT 1 Bel-7402 411/
IR XAF1 F GADD450 I35, 155 EBV ¥4k B 4l 2 & MH-E45% IM-9 488 10~100 sk 24
2 RARIE T
T8 FoxO1/3a #l p53 ZMidk, 4516 BH3-8H Bim/ A/ HepG2 41 25~100 ok 25
PUMA A4
PSR T A RE T, R p-PLCyl B HHIANML A fffe SK-MES-1 482 2. 10 waL 27
1RRERIEF
4] GRP78 FEAMIFIE, Eif Bax A, N Bcl-2 A ANLSEARE SW480 4. 20~300 4 78
IR ERR ARt ¢, LIRTATAISEEE A Caspase- BALB/C HEME/NR 10, 20, 40mgkg AN 79
9 Fil Caspase-3 1314
PRV UM A HiI40Ru B B D1 Rk MNP HepG2 A1 MHCCO7L 25~100 waL 30
i
$EE Thr286 74 Cyclin DI FIBERR LK, S5 A AS49 i 1~50 pg-mL™! wak 31
MR8 T R BALB/C /MR 120 mg-kg ! TR
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R 1
EFARL] 1EFRE PTIEEY FIE/ (umol- L") WH Ik
PAFANM I 85T PISK/Akt A1 p38 WA FIHAFAINET GuyM 1 ABCE AL HTB-94 10~100 4 33
T4 XRCC1 /- FRIBEYRYIRESE, soaftiaifontit. AL BT549 Al MDA-MB- 20~400 4k 34
ST YIRS 231 4
0] Rb mRNA AR, FaxE Rb (RIS RE, 8204l ICR /R 1. 2. 4mgkg™? 1AW 35
JHL A S
S GM FIHARA, FAMMEEA AL B, Cdkl, F& TS ULM 415 10, 20, 350 4k 36
3R Cdk4. p21. p53 EA
s fRr i BE S R B2 NFUIRE ZR-75-30 4Hf 0.39~50.00 w4 37
1RZEALTR % PIBK/AKt BRI AIMIIGTE . (R22FER A& Hep2 40 5~20 a1k 41
PHEZE R 1d-1 BIRIE NJHHE MHCC-97L 4Hfi 125~250 ]
NFFE HepG2 41 125~250 i~
NJHHE SKHep1 40/l 125 Ak
R 7. 10 mgkg - (2d)" &N
IS eEF2 RN B A P& HepG2 FIMHCCOTL i 8~512 ygrmL™  {&4h 44
45435 VEGFR2 IRiE 1, BHETEA S0 Akt/mTOR/ A JBF#5 1ik P S5 41 i 5 i e 4L . 5~ 80 w4k 45
P70S6K {55 MBI, SR TEPUIMRIAE A BIER  AS49 BEA4TAERE EA. hy926
it TGF-B/Smad iBEEHIH TGF-B1 ¥ S 140H_E R 1) A& HepG2 41 1~64 5 46
AL
N COX-2/PGE2-JAK2/STAT3 {5 5B % NZEE e SW620 Fl LoVo 4 5~80 4k 80
86 Stat3 MM IEFS, WA MMP EARFRE  AEIM A549 5~30 ok 81
SR 4IN $04] mTOR/ULK] i84%, SlCHEIRERERE /T2 NP FR U251 A1 UST 40 10~250 o 47
H $E8 INK 1 Beclinl HIBERRIL/KT, B Bel-2 HIBERR A FLIE MCF-7 f1 MDA-MB- 2.5~10.0 ok 48
th, 5l BT 231 4
YRR AR SR LC3-ITAT Beclin-1 fI7% FEHERIHE AR, 5. 10 20mg-kg™ KA 49
TEKF
#&m GRP78 HEARIKFELLL GRPT8 5 VPS34 4541 N HepG2 4lifi 50~350 #ah 50
(Al = i A N5 E g DLD-1 41 50~350
N H ke HCT116 401 50~350
T BecN1 & FIERIE, ikl N AR nfO AT 2027 Ay 3T3-L1 41 0.2. 1.0, 5.0 k51
FRSE At 5
158 AMPK EALA [ v /NEUE MPCS 4HfiE 25,50 4 82
WG p38 {5 A R 2t A AR A& HCT-15 4 50, 100 &4 83
R P 5 X S B, TR 4T Tk N INEE SKOV3 4t 12.5~400.0 4 84
Hith SIS IE AMPK/mTOR 135 B30I 2805 [ 3 FZ BRI 774A.1 2 4k 54
P> TGF-B1 2E/K, DA R AL RS E AR, > SD KR 50 mg-kg™! 55
AL LT, AR Akt 25 A ROREXT RERR AL KT
NI caspase-1/IL-1B 4 JiA =4 NI PR Saos-2 FIMG-63 g 10~120 pgrmL™" &Py 85
' F miR-101 IHINTFE WA A K ANEERS AT 5 A AN3 CA F1 HEC- 10~ 160 Ak 64
1-A 4R
HIHIGEARIE S1, T miR-19a/92a HIFIE ANZ KA SR RPMI-8266 F1 20~80 Ak 65
U266 iR
NI miR-429 HFIEKF FARYIBR AN 4~16 &4 86
FasE dmi A sk G-DUfT S 554 NESE Siha 4080, AN 1.25~15.00 o 68

A549 YA, NF&ki i
HL-60 40 R4F4E4min B
0] GRP78 M4, Hamas i aniast s-FRm \45% )% DLD1 A HCT-116 41 1~20 4 87
WE (U
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P SCHRARE,  LE I F AR LR A B AME Sl R
BN R R PR DA A2 DA SIS 20 A e 8 1) T B
1BIT, AHANHERR D EE R TR — R S A R ) R
T BbdRg a7 A F B 250 an S e ke 2 A ). EROR
Wik,  HETH TSR IT 2R K 2 R X
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Fig.2 Chemical structure of berberine
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