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Research progress on biological activities and action mechanisms of cyclotides in
plants
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Abstract: Cyclotide is a plant-derived remarkable-stable peptide, which consists of a head-to-tail cyclization skeleton and a cyclic cysteine
knot formed by three disulfide bonds. Compared with other similar peptides, the unique topological chemical structure of cyclotides makes
them extremely stable to chemical, thermal and biological degradation, and their super-strong stability make them become attractive
subject in the field of medicine and pharmacy. Cyclotides in plants are a new field of plant research. Because of their various biological
activities, they have attracted extensive attention and exploration from many scientific researchers. The low stability and low delivery
efficiency of polypeptide drugs hinder their development, while the existence of cyclotides in plants provides a new way to solve the
existing problems of polypeptide drugs. The pharmacological activities and mechanisms of cyclotides in plants are summarized in this
paper, which provides theoretical basis for the development of cyclotides in plants into drugs for clinical application.
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1 IFRKAY CCK 4544
Fig. 1 Structure of CCK in cyclotides

PR R R R 1A A 2 35k DR i B P AR A A 45 T
—RFFIK 28~37 NMEIERR, th 2 IE E RARE,
IS 6 AN E A Bt R R AL =

TR E ISR 25, BRI CCK G5 IR Z kb &
PI-100, BRI AR I AR PR R 51 2 1) 45 R R IR T 7
TR SR B R AR RE /T AR 1 R A A ARE P I-12,
FHHBA R RIS Hrpghin, fip N K Gshiain e
(human immunodeficiency virus, HIV) D81, il
AL 0-200 R~ AT A P B A (R v 1 P25
ZAAEYNEIER, Gt R K, H AT I
VIR LT #5 2 MEE SR AN o B RHE ) 43 B ok
(24281, AR AT T E R AR SR
ARABHEREFL230 (£ 1), FHH A M ERHEY)
HEAIRAFAERS, PR, RIS IKTIR 23985 2
YT P I E RSy, ARt A B
HABRKIN AT . HEYHIKEA —RIEED
W, AR RIS 2 6] R R A, SR TIAERT 7T
WP EIRZ A R BT, FrDOe T
KRG DIEAE RIS T TR, 348 A3,

R 1 FBAEEYFHSM (http://www.cybase.org.au/)
Table 1 Distribution of cyclotides in plants (http://www.cybase.org.au/)

b7k

N e

#32Rl (Violaceae) K

%111 %3Z V. baoshanensis Shu, Liu et Lan.

AT V. yedoensis Makino

= HSE V. tricolor L.

FH BT %532 V. arvensis Murray

AL HSE V. biflora L.

V. ignobilis Rupr.

AR 32 V. hederacea Labill.
K H 32 V. inconspicua Blume

V. abyssinica Steud. ex Oliv.

#lF %3¢ V. adunca Sm.

V. pinetorum Greene.

MR HSE V. labridorica Schrank.

T AL ER

LA TE V. diffusa Ging.
KAEFAR FSE V. cotyledon Ging.
K ¥ V. tianshanica Maxim.

kalata B1, kalataS, vodo M. N, cycloviolacin 01~36, vocC

kalata B1, kalataS, cycloviolacin Y5, viba1~17

kalata B1, kalataS, cycloviolacin O2. 012, cycloviolacin Y1~Y5,
viba 11, 15. 17, mra 30

kalata B1, kalata S, tricyclon A, B, vodo M. N, vaby C, oak
6 cyclotidel, cycloviolacin O4. 12, 22, 28, vigno 3~7. 9.
10, vitri A~F, varv peptide B~D. F~H, vibi C. G, viba 9.
11. 15, 32, vitri peptide 1~4. 8. 9a. 14. 18a/b. 20~21.
22a. 23. 24. 27a. 28~30. 36~39. 50. 53. 94b, mra30

kalata S, tricyclon A, cycloviolacin 012, varv peptide B~D. F~
H, violapeptide 1

kalata S, cycloviolacin 02, 9, vibi A~K

kalata S, vigno 1~10

vhr 1, cycloviolacin H1~H4, vhl-1, 2

cyl 1~6, vincA. B

vaby A~E, cycloviolacin 012

cycloviolacin O8

vpl-1, vpf-1

vilaA~C

vpub A~C

vdif A

VicoA. B

cycloviolacin 012, T1
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g1
IR EY4 R4 FR
B3R (Violaceae) G. blakeanum (Standl.) Hekking globa A~F, mra 23
G. pauciflorum Hekking glopa A~E
At % Melicytus ramiflorus J. R. Forst. et G. Forst. mral-5. 13. 14a. 14b. 17a. 22~26. 29. 30. 30a
Rinorea dentata (P. Beauv.) Kuntze riden A
M. chathamicus (F. Muell.) Garn. -Jones mech 1~7
M. latifolius (Lindl.) P. S. Green mela 1~7
M. angustifolius (R. Br. ex DC.) Garn. -Jones mang A
{#]RIH- 2516 5 M. obovatus (Kirk) Garn. -Jones mobo A. B
Hybanthus parviflorus (L.f.) Baill. hyPa A
Leonia cymose Mart. cycloviolin A~D
Noisettia orchidiflora (Rudge) Gingins nor A
Pombalia calceolaria L. cycloviolacin O4, pocaA. B
L. triandra Cuatrec. ex L. B. Sm. & A. Ferné&ndez Itri A
H. floribundus E. Muell. hyfl A~F
H. floribundus W. Muell. hyfl I~M
M. dentatus (R. Br. ex DC.) Molloy & Mabb. mden A~C. E~N
fiFE % R. virgata (Thwaites) Kuntze rivi 1~7
P&l (Rubiaceae) Oldenlandia affinis (Roem. & Schult.) DC. kalata B1~B19. S. B9 linear. B10 linear, oak 6
cyclotide 1~2, oak 7 cyclotide, oak 8 cyclotide
Palicourea condensate Standl. palicourein
Chassalia parvifolia K. Schum. circulin A~F
Chassalia chartacea Craib. circulin A, chassatide C1~C18
25 4¢ Chassalia curviflora (Wall.) Thwaites chacur 1
Psychotria brachiate Sw. psybra 1
Psychotria poeppigiana MUl. Arg. psypoe 1
Psychotria brachyceras MUI. Arg. psybry A~C, psyleio A. B, psyleio D
Psychotria leiocarpa Cham. & Schitdl. psyleio A~E
Psychotria longipes MUI. Arg. cyclopsychotride A
KAEE-HE H. biflora (Linn.) Lam. hedyotide B1. B2
Psychotria solitudinum Standl. psysol 2
Palicourea guianensis Aubl. pali A
Palicourea tetragona Ruiz&Pav. cycloviolacin 022, paltet 1, vibi B
Psychotria leptothyrsa Mig. psyle A~F, vibi G. H
2 /L7 Psychotria ipecacuanha (Brot.) Standl.  caripe 1. 2. 4. 6~8. 10~13
H. centranthoides (Hook. & Arn.) Steud. hcf-1, hcf-1 variant
H. terminalis (Hook. & Arn.) Hillebr. hcf-1
Psychotria suterella MUI. Arg. PS-1
Chassalia discolor K. Schum. CD-1
TFl (Fabaceae) M Clitoria ternatea Linn. cliotide T1. T2. T6. T8~T21. T28. T32~T33.
T40. T54. T55, cter A~R. 1~13. 15, 18~20.
25, 28~33. 35~37, CT22. 23. 25~27. 30.
31, 42, 45
skl (Solanaceae) Petunia integrifolia (Hook.) Schinz & Thellung phyb D
A5 2= 4 Petunia axillaris (Lam.) B. S. P. phyb A. E. H. |
Petunia x hybrida C. phyb A~C. E. F. I~L
ARAB} (Poaceae) Panicum laxum Sw. panitide L1~L9
H R K% 7 M. cochinchinensis (Lour.) Spreng. mCoT I-3. I-5. I-6

(Cucurbitaceae)
ZF AR M. dioica Roxb. ex Willd. modi 6
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1 1ERHNLE

i 30 oK, AT IR Z W FUHGE T IAIREA FRE
JERE T B AT AR . SRR 2R
P, WEFCRIL, AR5 A B A AR AR A R
A AR R 2 R A B8], IR G IR R )T
S A AR RE P F B4, R, R A
R AR VE X SBe R T L S AR AR, EEqT
FARAE R B L AN KT 30, BAR AN RE
XA R R ARAE IR AT e e W, (HRZ 5t 7t
R, AP A3 P R AR 25 4 5 2
FR ML 537380, SRR I P DR LA ) 1
Aif AL K 5 AR B AR 3 SBSUBE 8 I 1 2 AR ) 25
R SRS T IR R (1 45 F RS AL 639411, BF 7T
KW, LS EREIIRENER), UMM IRAE U8 S Wk g
FE AT, AR O O FLEY,
JR 25 R T A

CCK S H (FIAFE , T PR IR LA PR 258 1 i
B TGS AR K T I AR O BE 7012 T Uk,
% kalata B1 (] CCK &y AL, B 15 1AT
A BAGFRPL HIV FEHERL, reland Z0440%}
FEDIAIRGT HIV IR R MR BBk 1 13

MCOTI-I

JR B IRAR A 22XV PR SR Ak, R ER K bR
loop Xk B K E 55T HIV BTG 2, A
D e 00 R B, IR AN AR A A0 2 1 TE
A R B R T BE AN I 1 1) SR 1S, (H X 4
FRIRRR Gt e e B . B TIBERZi N
B, 32 R RAZIE BT HIV &Y, BT R 30
R ZERBT HIV BT i, KR8 K S5t
HIV W5 2 AH G, 1 B IR BRANH] HIV 5 B 4 55
BT PR PRI B 7 BLT- 2 B B0 20 M R AR AR B adE N
15 FAMMZ AT, AR R B AN A 8434446,

W 9 36 B Ks TR R e A ) ) I KR B K
MCOTI-II )3 3. 5 8% 6 & #eF] Mdbius WK JEH
JIK kalata B [RAHRZER H, FEA T HI R0 i 25 14
W, HRKPHE T HA g E . 55—, H
kalata B1 ffJAH IR EUR MCOTI-I 3R, kA AR
R FEAR S e A A A B Y, 8 PR R A 2R 51 X6 AR
IVEZN N AR SRS AU N TIPS BN a7/

AL
WO N 3 MK, BN Mébius.

bracelet F1fi# & F #1175 (squash trypsin inhibitor,
squash T MR KM (K 2). FHARF AR

kalata B1

I Il i IV v VI WK
B MCOTH-| --WCPK--ILORCRRDSD---CPGA----CICRGN--GYCGSGSD }squashﬂ
MCOTHI G--VCPK--ILKKCRRDSD---CPGA-—-——CICRGN--GYCGSESD
kalataBl (LE-VOOET - CVGG-T---CNTPG---CTCSHWP---VCTRN-- }Md)ius

viba 17 GLP-VCGET----- CVGG-T---CNTPG---CGCSWP---VCTRN--
mra 30 IP--CGES====~ CVEIP-==- CLTSAIG-CSCKS---KVCYRN--
viba 11 [FGIP--CGES----- CVWIP-—-- CISGAIG-CSCKS—--KVCYRN— -l Dracelet
X |- 6 1 2 3 4 5 6

A PHZ RS TR, B B T TaE A E B ELERR
The thick lines indicate disulfide bonds in figure A, the disulfide bonds and head-to-tail cyclization are both indicated by lines in figure B

B2 KIFBREVEEHIIEZRE (A) FFFILEXTE (B)
Fig. 2 Structural frameworks (A) and primary sequences (B) of cyclotides
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(C) ZIAIIR X EbRiER 1~6. — KT F, Mdbius
A1 bracelet W R RAIFAX 1 ALHE 1 AMRSF)
BRI (BE); Mdvius WEEKHIFIIKEZ N
28~29 MR, HIFX 5 A5 1 AR BRI
g (P); bracelet W /FHIHK 5 28 30~32 MM
B8 squash TI VKRR 7345 T8 7 BHED,
P RE 20 33~34 MNEJERR , HIRIX 7 51 5 HoAth
WREERER, WWHX 1 6. RENFTXK
AR CCK 454, [RGB 1) 2 iR ik
A—HE, BIHEPEREIAAF. W Mdius W HEH
(1) kalata B1, 22 H& 2 15 HAE W) Ts M i) B o AR TR
WAL, — BRAETRL R N AE VS YR 2 AR T
bracelet WV 55 5 A BU%R 147 L2 IR, e A4
TEE /R AL R, 9T Mdbius WEKERS, f
AR, BRI AEY), H Ak
FHAR B N BRIAR, UESSAER KRG — ik R
£, XHAEYIE IR E L, R R R R
(PR RBCEDTE RS, B9 T B K X o i
FHEL AR FH (0 2 L), A 7T 3R B AN P B PR T PR A
ATER K 2 TR B A IR R AH O . AR, LT
BEAG R HL R 7K 28 PR AR I R 0 A € T 41
BH1. MAh, WRFIERI, BEARBRAIRTRIEEYER;
bracelet YU 5 Ik cycloviolacin O2 FvE 4 AE 4 &
2L, HAE Mpius PR AR EIAN K B2 1 HAE bracelet
WA, A LA BH S 53R 8 A PR K PR 77 12 s sy
T A () P8

X R IE R AR . MR R
BRRIAT =B, R, BRIREEXT
Mébius VK HEFRK varv A il bracelet V.55 34 ik
cycloviolacin O2 i AE 43 1t B A7 [F] &5 5 B 3 B8
Xf Mébius W55 vary A IR R RIFAT B, H
T 1 PG 300%; 111 £ bracelet 3V 5% % cycloviolacin
02, X432 B AT a2 3 MR B2 PR eeT .
B ARG PRI IHAT ARG 28, WoR
Ak sk 2 Ak 154520 cycloviolacin 02 #£ 3 4t a-
WRE () ST . SR  BR 2R B 52 1 o E (1)
TN, AEHAEY SRR EEE, &1 kalata
B1 M4 2 BR ul FH 43 2 FR A kalata B12 H I R &2
R, SBAREAIT SRR, AT B,
IR AEYE 2320 Rk, BRI S
TR RS M, IR BT R 0 40 B A R v
Z R HEEB, cycloviolacin 02 H7 HL A & IR AT
RIRIRIE AL 3 e S B 1] I HI3E P LT 58

R, MRS 2R, &P FRRA KB 552,

IR LA P I B B A N PR RE T R A2
Mobius 1 bracelet MV 5 J (138 ik O 4 & LA i o
SEAGEMIE, I SOV S VR 00 A A R I 1
ZEEf%E (phosphatidylethanolamine, PE), iXFffig i
WP SRR R AR ST I = s Ry IR e, R
TE AP s PN A A 2 i e B S B8, 4
kalata B1 A DAIE i 40 i N A i A2 B0 LRI 5 A e N
YA, ZIEE PE BN A 40 AR 1 IR
AR K L BB B 54, kalata B1 (4% HIV 35 2 2
KA'E BA A AR HIV S BRI RS /7, XL
TR ISR & 2 PE BAEHE 055, i Jok 2 1 i A0 i 7]
FR PR IZ S 25 A e i, AR R
ANE T H AN BRI B T 5 A Wi 1, (H
T5 fi6 3% ik 40 o Ji5 . Shenkarev 25561 ] dodecyl-
phosphocholine micelles 1 Jy4H i EA5 A, T i 5 7+
PEVR I GH MO B %) PE, MUSE kalataBl 54L&
(R T7 A o AR AP HARAE B A T o
2 TEVIIRAREYEM
21 BLHIVENS

BT IR E 2 EE R, Hpt HIV GRS 3
TR I, IESEK, Sk E bracelet Al Mcbius 5K
R AP HIV W&, WER 2.

W5, cycloviolacin O2 FJ fi 2 ) B A% 41
Mo HIV-1 (BRI YD, e IR NG BGIT 7
AT RE R R HIV-1 25 B 97 3%, R
R B R VH BRI6Y . Bt 5T % B, cycloviolacin 02
R BB 1 W REAT B T4 B e TR i %

x2 BBEH HIVIELRR Y

Table 2 Distribution table of cyclotides with anti-HIV activity

kAR KU WA SR
circulin A~F C. parvifolia K.Schum. bracelet 4. 26. 57
cycloviolacin Y1~Ys S4EHT bracelet 18
cycloviolacin Ys L3 bracelet 18
cycloviolinA~D L. cymose Mart. bracelet 58

kalata B1 0. affinis (Roem. & Schult.) DC. Mébius 18. 43
kalata B8 0. affinis (Roem. & Schult.) DC. bracelet 59
vhi-1 R HE bracelet 46
vavA, E —HER Mdbius 60
cycloviolacin 02 3¢ bracelet 61
palicourein P. condensate Standl. bracelet 62
cycloviolacin 013, F#3 bracelet 44
014, 024
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T3 55 2T R
2.2 HRREIEM R EIE M

FE T ARG TR K, PRR TR 7% 1 5 5% th PR
R IIAE AR XTI 4 P R A4 A PR R 1A 1080841, A
FrHsEh 2y B T 2R cycloviolacin 02, 3R fikfg
5 53 fE NI ELJRT 4 i 2 U-937 GTB 4 A 1) 41 A i
KHEGBE 2R 25 41T Hela 20 MO AN S A4 B ThREmT 5T
B, BT B A B LR FEA P E PRI RE S
H A 45 SR 0, B0 B A 5E 140 SRR A i 12k
MEAEH T AU T viphi AL F. G ¥%ioE
MMO6L. HelLa. BGC-823 4l RAIIEMR HFF-1
Y R o T A R T 1 O), Yeshak ZE617E Viola
abyssinica &I T vaby A, D 2 fiIRfk, ©A1%}
WREEANLFR U-937 GTB 4B & A S
Y FEtE . WA KB vaby AL D LTRSS A
L R, H vaby A B HEE YRR, T
vaby D J& i i A IR . BEARIE, PRI A M B
T A S YRR B A R
Gerlach ZFE8IYEXUAE B8 3L T 3R JiK psyle AL C.
E I LA 78 R B EA DRk R 40 i 2R U-937 GTB 4
MR Rt T IRFEAH OGS Mo 5P . Claeson Z¢ 9%}
HH 5 S AT T AR IR ) 4 . A A BB B
LH-20 W fff e 1v2s, W& A S VIR R i i 2 D257,
AR EEE X 2 AN 5 R4 varv AL Fs T
Lindholm ZE090&G1 T Varv AL F % 10 Fl AR
M RN R, R TR F AR A AN E T
s, EHENHIREE (1Cso) {H2N 2.7~7.5 umol/L.
SEAN S, PR TRERSMEI R 2, RN
LR, T AR S H AT e T BRI,
RRK 40 B B v MR AE AR AR IR IR _EAS 2012 BB
F, 5t U0 58 A YR 2Pk B SE G i 7T . L
A 0 M 0 AR DI IR LR 3.

*3 EBEMREEMAEDIFE
Table 3 Cyclotides with cytotoxic activity in plants

ey KR WK SOk
cliotide T1I~T4 S bracelet 70
psylesA. E P leptothyrsa Mig. bracelet 68
varv A —E Mébius 60
varv E V. abyssinica Mchius 66
varv peptide A IR, HEFESE Mébius 25
varv peptide F HEF 3R, =R Mébius 25
vibi G\ E. H XfEE% bracelet 64

vitri A, F =HEN bracelet 60. 71

23 MEEM

H RAE A 2R IE T Mobius 1 bracelet 2 25k
IR AAFAE B TG PR 72, TR ML AT R 2 T
BT A 2R A [R] X S8R B 7K ORISR 7K X 4
PR T IR . Prénting Z5E024E 7 4 5 b A
e OB R v Ay B BRI BRI, B4 Mobius
WP 7% kalata B1 F1 bracelet JVj% cycloviolacin 02, A
US4 803 AP e R A1 B AR P88 S e I [ - % T 3 7
P NI FEIAON KA Piedb T R i 7Y
BT FEYD 1T IR LT2 FH4 i 078 &) BK A 3 Pt B 1)
UM . 45 5% W cycloviolacin O2 b1 FCHE I
TR FEVD T TR LT2 RO K T 1 A i 1
5%; cycloviolacin O2 REfE A MURAEH L A H, £
FrE i 243 T R s 8 v B 4H B AN A 2 BRI B, Préating
SBAY\ g3 5 L IR A 22 R 2 Bk A 1R AL 27
el K.
2.4 FRHEM

Gaansson FEPIHFIT | A B2 43 515 21 (1)
cycloviolacin O2 X g5 A=V w E R, 4553
B cycloviolacin O2 X 2z EAHIHI/EH, HEmE
RMOK R R BRI, HE
T E1] (Arthropoda). HI5%44 (Crustacea)-
FElfig H (Thoracica), ‘BIW4%)dAE#EKPIEF 15~
20 d, B R B A A ) R A DL S R AR
TR TR, 53 Wh A R R R AT I, B NE
BHE PII R T SE BR S FLEE M B, TR 23 5K
WPt 77, IR IR LR A7), ok A7 XORRIME P 5 AR
Y, e KE AT HARRE S B 2 & R K 1)
fa5E, g /KrFREANTE R 1 = AR 2
B 1n) B, 11 H. cycloviolacin O2 i i 7 f4E F 2 A4
g AR &R . B, cycloviolacin 02 78
GRS AR S AT 5. AW FER M
cycloviolacin O2 ZREFREHIG N, IE B HAEA N 14T
WA ERR TG R S HEVE a2, SANE S %
PIPTEURIE A IR0 HAG 4% HOE AN B B v M
TR 4.
25 mIEM

Pk, VFEUKEAEIIEE, JFHEAE
A4 A 5 R E AR 5], Wang 25118 M S o o S vh R B
FRBK cycloviolacins Y4. Y5 BA MG TE. KX 2
FRER R T N L1400 A &/ I 3% 2 S 38 BT 9
FHOAMEEE 2 AR APHTEXT IR, 25 SR B IR AP R IR (1)
A (HDso) (EISMK T 1852 HDso 16, H
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ZHVEME AR L IR AR K kalata B1 FEGE. Tang
SRR TL T =5 B3I O PR KA I LG R 3 N
P X FE o N A L 1 200 M 95 I P, 25 5R 3R
B, FRIEEA A FFE B BV s, HDso {HYE N
4.29~225.90 umol/L. Vitri B % IfL{E /N, vitri D
AR R Bk . ELA VA IS M AR IR L2 5.

*4 ABFFAFEMERREEMREIIK S
Table 4 Distribution table of plant cyclotides with insecticidal
and antibacterial activity

N e Kl b3 ik
cliotide T1~T4 L1451 i 70
circulinA. B C. parvifolia K.Schum. ~ $i# 4
kalata B1. B2 O.affinis (Roem. & ~ #iB. AH 21, 52,

Schult) DC. 77-78
panitides L1~L9 P laxum Sw. Eane| 27
cycloviolacin 02 FHEY Eane| 52, 76
vaby A, D V. abyssinica Eane| 52
cyclopsychotride A P.longipes MULArg.  $THi 4
cycloviolacin 01, 03, i A 77

08. 013, 016, 024

cycloviolacin 014, 015 Z i3 A 78

&5 BFEBRMFEEAENITIKS S
Table 5 Distribution of plant cyclotides with hemolytic activity

N e KU WA SR

cliotide T1~T4 235 bracelet 70
circulin A. B C. parvifolia K.Schum.  bracelet 4
cycloviolacin 014 &3¢ Mdbius 11
cycloviolacin Y1~Y5 Il E3E. KIEHT  bracelet 18
kalata B1 O. affinis (Roem. & Mdbius 43
Schult.) DC.
varv. peptide A FINER., HEESR  Mdius 25
varv. peptide | FH Y 3% bracelet 25
26 Hfb
Wikt BA E R wIETE, Bt E B

Yib R T 4 FRIARK cycloviolacin O13. 14, 16.

24 HATEARHDHNEME . Ireland 21D kalata B1
NBATEXTHR, 5L 7K 4 FREAION B R . TR
B L T B 1 B AR AR A S 45 SR B kalata B1
£ 5 min N RITEA M, FRAKTE 6 h ISR AR BF
7053 UE B IR R AT LA 2 BRI PR AR . RIS RE A2
T B4R, 1 Gran2791%} kalata-kalata Fei47) ()38 7K

FEEAT BRI T BB FE R4S TR kalata
B1l, HMEM T KR BTN, BT EWRLEI
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