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Abstract: Icaritin is one of the major bioactive compounds of Epimedii Folium. In recent years, scientific and pharmacological
studies have shown that icaritin possesses broad therapeutic effects, especially in anti-tumor, enhancing osteoprotective,
cardioprotective, neuro-protective function. However, its clinical application was limited by poor water solubility, poor oral
absorption and low bioavailability. New drug delivery system has great application prospect in improving solubility of icaritin, oral
absorption and bioavailability. Therefore, the current review paper aims to summarize the pharmacological effects of icaritin and
briefly introduce some new drug delivery of icaritin, to provide theoretical basis for its clinical application and new drug
development.
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Fig. 1 Chemical structure of icaritin
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111 FEFERNERER  EEERAR R
Z M P A PR AR A7 3 BB I 2 Fs e R AEpU R AR
o Lu SRR I 78 2 6 400\ JHH 8 20 i i) 4
VA 1RZBNERE, HAE RSy SphK1 145
SRk BHFARRIEFEERIELEC Bel-2/Bax t
HFIE 3t Caspase-3 & [ 38 ik # i) N HF % 41 i
SMMC-7721 WS IR 200, R Kk
A LS K MDRL fll P-FE&E A (P-gp) HIFRIE,
W% HepG2/ADR A FHs A 1) 22 24 24 144, itk
Ab, B FUR IR 3 8 208 W] LA AR 40 i
(hepatic stellate cell, HSCs) f3%E, HAEHHLH] AT
fie 50 1L-6Rs/Jak2/Stat3 {5 @AM, PR
LU FE AT ) A ¢ 14 T 2035 5 R B A2 IR 48
HSC-T6 R A R4 LX-2 T2, Fif Bak-1.Bmf
Al Bax ik, FHBUE T ERAAN FIETISE. 1
PN SEBGIE SR SRR R Tt 55 HSCs 4iMasbT:, ok
KR A4S FERS, 3t — DR R AR 2R
112 EFEZRNIAMEAOMER  FUREZ L
O DLREIE 3 A ORI M AN AR R IR
Hrp, =MHMEFIE (triple-negative breast cancer,
TNBC) Ht= i a2 1A& (Estrogen receptor, ER).
Z E 24K (progesterone receptor, PR) Fil A%
AR 7524k 2 (human epidermal growth factor
receptor 2, HER2), RARMERMMIEAIE. BT
= ¥, TNBC AR HER2 1)y7 4 A KERTT
FEATN . H2, MEHER21K-036 (ER-036)
f£ TNBC MR EHEIEIEN, "ERNHETIEIT
TNBC M#E i, #HikiE, VEFEER 5T TNBC 40
M, HHAZCT I ER-a36 1 HER2 ik /K.
AR, 2R 8 FRH] ER-a36 /51 MAPK/EPK
AR S S Gu/S-Fr R AR B1-D1, M

RIEPUMEAE AR X T B RIAMEEERE 2 o
(ER-0) PRI O AL e, BRIy P AR 4R
PUIE I T BRI A 8. WFAUR I, BFERE
T WORE 55 42 524K (aromatic hydrocarbon receptor,
Ahr) N SHEE, (Eff ER-a B A MM, Ea] LA
il 5 T ) AL AR I AR, FERORBRAIR
1 ER-o B HKFI), EATBCETN 25 HIVEH

113 FEFEERXTIMEER  HEEER
AT S e R AEAUR R R R 2 — . HAl, HERL
B RZR YT T R A e A A0 e 1 R B R YT
% AR I IR B B LA S TR 2 A
(androgen receptor, AR) {555 F. 2Rifi, KZH
BH A2 R RCE B b T A R s
(castration-resistant prostate cancer, CRPC). £ At
AR 552K CRPC MRz —, L] e
AR COOH- R s (1 BT A2 & (ARvs) il it
BERIGIT . WIREY, EFXEZRN CRPC AP
F, HAERMUER SR B IR AL . e
AT Ahr 255 LERE AR FI ARvs 2R (I §RE
file, AT RANH] AR H i #4061, HER2
IRt CRPC RAFE R CHE 72—, #¥¢
BT PEA3/HER2/AR 15 S8, %t i 41 i
TR AU E R S ok, N 4 AT A1
g2 CRPC LAY o AR N FA SN TR I, ¥F
HF3EL 1L-6/Stat3 A1 Aurora-A JEE {5 S 18 2 0 1)
PRGN I3 WAL IS S AR I T, AT e
TRAMP /] BRI AR A7 I 18,

1.1.4  FEFEFNEEIRE RN R EEH
JfiJ8 (glioblastoma, GBM) & —Ffii WL A1 28 P ik
R . BRI, TR B AR EEAH G TT ok k4%
X GBM 4 3G 5 4 i 4 F , [F)Bs t4| GBM 4
MR fR, HALH 50T IL-6/Stat3 52 e,
fEAN GBM #Ziffi & U87 i, ¥R FKiE IS
ROS/AMPK {5 = il % - J5 #1 #] mTOR SRy
Stat3, MIMEREAN LI TF0 HEAET RO, S4b, %
EFEFRIETT U] PTEN/AKYHIF-10 {5 58 #,
WM SR AN, MmNE UBTMG 41 i
(A= 2 F0 bRz - Ta) o e Ah Y,

115 FEFEZRXHAMMBEMIEN EEERT
X2 MR AR A R E R . SRR R A EA G
PR 0] B T8 e T AR IG5 . TR AR R IR
AN T, HALHI ST Hedgehog 1 Wit {55
PR R, R N AN S0 e I S I 10 fl fk
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WRIEF 2L 5, (2Bt FLR oA 5 E ) Stat3
55T, WA SUE /2, Chen SER45)T
KRR FERSEFEIEA (ROS) s, il
I A ACTE DNA 45345, (e it N 5 S 4 A
SET, KE DNA BERT RIS NIRRT 815 .
FEE R BR T ANHI RSN, I RENs g i 25 1

DAFE i 25 U [ i B PR R . e
FAlAeiBid s Stat3 BERRML, FRAKT 222
H 1 (MDRL) FZZfZiMH5EH 1 (MRPL) 1)
MRNA FIEE A FIFRIE, AR R 5 R i 251N
i PR 4 M 22 25 2 1421

TEFE RN PUMIEEH W& 1.
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Table 1 Antitumor effect of icaritin

B e S EAARVE R L ik
POFFEMER  NERPE4IME HepG2. KYN-2, Huh-7 B4l SphK1 #5 1, Mimi#nH] HCC 4. REBMER 8
NIFFHE 40 SMMC-7721 i85 B (% Bel-2/Bax g i Caspase-3 E 1, Mimmdl 10

SMCC-7721 i35 I+i% S HRE T
NIUB T 40 PLC/PRF/5. Huh-7 @it IL-6Rs/Jak2/Stat3 i@, M TGHIH| HSCs 15 12
KEIFERMI HSC-T6. AJTE BEdEHTR%, MiiES HSC-T6 4H. LX-2 ZHiEHT: 13

REMME LX-2
N i 2544 )0 HepG2/ADR I FEIK MDRL #1 P-gp 21k, A0 4% 2 2 24 1
Tl TNBC 41/ L K ER-a I HER2 FRiA/KF, iR IEUMIE/EH 14
TEH
MCF-7 411y JEI S Ahr A S REEE, TR ER-o 8 H FEE 15
PuargIE A AT IRIE A LNCaP. At AR F1 ARvs (8 FIREREME, TG AR BT RSt 16
YEH CWR22Rv 1. PC-3
A HI 540 LNCaP JEIL AT PEA3/HER2/AR J@1%, MM R FEBLIMR1E 17
FRR A A\ GMB 4iJis & UST Al T98G B AT IL-6/Stat3 4%, Mm% GMB 3858 LA K A 19
MeBEfERE A\ GMB 4ifg & Us7 JEI AT Stat3, R AH M TE T A S E 20
US7MG 41 IR AN R B A, TIHIE] UBTMG HiufREE 21
AR AN SEEAI R ECAL09 JEIL PR Hedgehog F1 Wt {55 Jd B, AT A2 323 40 a7 22
YEH A OCSS 4fiti % CAL27 A1 SCCO ] 11 fiss kDR 200 oy 400 o 184 23
H UL AR Hela I SiHa IS ROS M fUfT, MTIEIEN B S04 AE T 24
N& AR 40 R MG-63 TR Stat3 BEERIL, AT AL R BN 25110 MG-63 4Hiffir) 25

1.2 #ARIPMEA

BFEFNEIC, MEEMERIs g0 B0
BEHWHERRPIEN. STBEBKEEE Chigh
mobility group protein, HMGB1) E.f{ % 41
K7 BT RE . FEAL2 JIRRIS 5 (1 /) BRI 1 28 E
B, PSR R A] LUE %] HMGB1-RAGE 15
TR DRI SO, B E TLRA-NF-«B
&5, MR VER, MIMEGE N IET AR,
Ji 5 B REAE K A7 324K 1 Cinsulin-like growth factor
1, IGF-1) XM FHE TEBRAEM A TT ERAER
FYEH . Jiang ZEOVR 5 LV - FN 1-H 2k -4-
IRIENEE $5 B9 15 T ) BE M 7 AR i A R E F BB

7% MES23.5 4ififi 1 IGF-1R /™3 KI5 S % . F 4k,
ESE 20T DU S /N BRUVR B T 40 L ) A 2 AR B2 43
1, JEMINEA B-EEREE N A6 2B F2 i
FH 1 3R 8 ) 22 e i el
1.3 LIERPIER

EEERBLNE RGEARER, AL
H1) T i 5 308 JORE S N AT I IE AL AR A
Ko M I PN 2 T e o 1 2 It 0 Bk vy s 110 A T AL
HAFELET NO/CGAP B2 ET-1 i 7 « A
FORI, EFFERALUEL S NO/CGMP ik
T EY E A T K U sh ks R R8T, SRR R
3 PL3K/AKL fKHiTEIRE, XK RA PR APLA
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NIRRT A8 20 O WL BE 0842 O LR af/
FHEF A . K2 H S R 3 ik 45 A 1iE 2 H g
S5 B BRFERE AL BT R 5| 21, T BEER A (1 i
JREE A S R RE S H S PR RS e . VR
B R DA 2 S B A A DG ERL -, (i gk IR S5 AE B Kk ok
FEREAL AR T B AR, AL AT A5 31 B W
AR BN T g () e ik St A k200, i s 4 Ak 2 3
XS REREAL . L I A 4 A o L 3 [
TEERI R EARAY, 2 PEUME BEEAEVESE n, IhS
PERRAR I 51 EE M 3h /1 = B e 3 . Ren 25BN A
/BB PKIE AR . S EMEBK o-
PIAUBIE . Runx2 RIE, RIELEE R
A R /N BRI S R A
14 #EEHIEAR

Br 70 LA ESR B KRG EEAERH 2 A, BE
RN R EAAWER . Sy M /MR 3
/IiE (immune thrombocytopenia, 1TP) J&—F# I,
(3R A3 1 B B G 9% MR . I AR R R
(thrombopoietin, TPO) & —Ff & ()41 ffu K] 1,
HT iR EAZ B AN L MR B AR R . YRR s
VAN T g Rl Ak, S 1TP /N BRUEAT R I /N 2B )
YERL, X AT RE St i KAK2/Stat3 Bz 1L 15 5l
% ) p-Stat3 A T TPO/MPL AR 45 %531,
Liao S5B2VRH 9T i VR 378 3 0] LU RS 40 5
T (systemic lupus erythematosus, SLE) EE
Foxp3/1L17a “F-47, MaE Treg 40 060 35 14 DL %
i CD4 ™ 4uf i B Sk

1.5 HIRFMEAR
HR—MET ISR Z RS E, BE
B0 N T AN TR 0 43, B MRS o

b2 T BN ARE TR R DL B BN RE R A

R 4 R O D) R AR BB T R I, RS AE

FiEk T TRAF6, #if] NF-xB, MAPK/AP-1 Al

ROS 15 ZiEg, MIMEILEML T AiEZE T cl

(NFATCL) [MERIEFIEE, RIFEDUE BB FEHEL,

Lim SRS F R IV F R ol (e Stat3 Bk,

HEImELL A 7324k 4 (CXCR4A) ik, MmifEsks s

YHPfIGTE. [RIRT, JRoERE RN e E R Y

BRAER, RN E RN 700 T4 ARG 423

TAARARI R T o X LRI T AR AR FEf
BETH IR, DAOIESEERE3E 22E nT DA T Hips Al

TRIT B BAA RGP T (KA S s 381,

AR R AR R 2,
2 EFEZRNBLAHRS

ERERINEYESE 2, BAYMR. &R
. O IR SRR EER, (HI O ARIRIL
%, BHBEERWBIERE (Px<05) #HH/N, K
W (<1 pgmb) 1K, PR (455043 h) FHXS
B, MR (<18%) kLA KAV A Toik
PEVESE )RR PR T FLZG R R AR, BRI 2 R
GIEIR SRR RINIEMERE . SRR 2 LU
I ik 2SS TR I AR 3, B R ) S FH A
Seo Bk, AERREEERNITH, BEAMEE
HAIEE, TSR E ) AMIE T R R

®2 EFEFRNHMIEER

Table 2 Other pharmacological effects of icaritin

HoAh 245 24 YEFH B HAREH SCHR
PRI E 1 HMGB1-RAGE {7 5 i A% S U 4 4 S AN AT 5
TLR4-NF-kB {5 5B
WU IGF-1R A S 1S 5 idE i R IO AR E F 26
OIMERIVER  B#iE NO/CGMP @ % T it 0 ik e 28
5 P13K/Akt 8% s LT RE 4
FRAREBNK S AL TAN . 454 sk T s ML 45 A PR R A 30
S ATER W p-Stat3 FIEF TPO/MPL X4 R /SRR A2 B 5. 31
W5 Foxp3/IL17a ~F{fif i Treg 401 LA K CDA™ 4l i (¥ id & F5 4L, 32
HRPEH i) NF-xB. MAPK/AP-1 #il ROS {5 5l KAEPUE FUBAL I1EH 6
WU Stat3 BEFR AL, 351 CXCR4 Fik AR o 4 L 184 %7 0 [ 78 o T 4 R 3 4 33-35

KT
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RGBURGTRE T — RYINBEFL, ACFEX 5K
WIS 2) RGN AT S 4 .
2.1 BERA

JE B A B AT AR BB X5y 1 R 45, AR
BT, A TR, SRS 2
A S DS AR 25 DAEAR N B 73 AT 8L, R o A o) % 43
ARAT DU 2 78 2K It 22 0 52 A1 S8 1R 5 1)
TR A A e, vV 3 4 3 AE B i T v A it
PP RIS E T . A SCERIRIE, PR AR
FEROET RN 1210, 82En]
) 2 mg/mL, HROREGE TIEEE R KR
TEARIIER SR A8 SRR, PR FRE RIEFUAN Per>
3, WS R AT, AT HG SR 2GR RO, kb,
SR RGNS  NE R ) 45 1 o R R MR PR 5
FHIPUE POV . SR F R R AL, AR
RANEETA 72 h 258 REVRE R KT 90%, B —E
(SR Rl

NPT IR R SR T AR IR A R G, K
o T IREEER AL, B S (1 A e
AJ DL 2500 FA Ik 2 AN 2 2 sk . /N BZH R
IIATSEIAIESE, R EANEN S, FEH
PERIREER AT, & M ENE, SO
(1) 288 ) A 140, 2 S AL R L V2 S 2 I
A St R R BB i 8 v Cischemia-reperfusion,
I/R) & A SV R AT — s IR/ E
REBEPRACRBREIE VR 140 5 T IR 2 L 5 F 1
(ALT) MERARIREIER M (AST) AP, Jd
AR R PR E T, A =E 3 R IR PR T
KRBT IE EE 1R 451475 BAT R P A S A A0 -

28 3ot SR AB R (%) 3 B 1) 2 B R IR T AR e %
RSV E T A% A 2R, SN E B A N R e 2
IR FERIR =R TT ROR . B 8 MEEFHIMRA
IR (Asp8) [IZE 0T 5 45 i i F2 B A 2 1
HARGRISER 7, gefitdess & & WK . Huang
SEL2RE Asp8 B RINE B, WA
R TR 200 P 1 1 AT A 280 77 1 2
FEuE 51 EE B PUR R IR 4E RN BRI BB A . 53
4b, Chen ZEHb |2 T Asp8 B IR 7 KRR
AR B RER RS 2 RS, KI5
S [ B VR 97 /) B 2 T B AH OC & RSB Csteroid-
associated osteonecrosis, SAON).
2.2 HE

AL —Fh R TR BhR IR I

FHANKAZE 2 LB 2 BRI I BB W B
R T IR TR R4, B 2 R4 L
Bl E, BT AR IRAR, 5Tt 4n i aE
HIKILZ, RefsfliZoE S 8 W L R am s,
MR ETE R I ORI, BB R R
VIR . BB EESNE I (A Y Sh s R B, TR
P F LR R N e R TR AR B
BRI R AT, PYBIE RECH 3.87, WRIKCE 4t
N 72.96%, (i 2GR, SERST AL, RN
R DA e L /ISR D P AR TR N SR AE T R
ERWMAE, EMIhEeRIEST, A E i i
PR % IEH KT
23 BEYIRR

RA VI I AL B A R P S R B AL SRR K
Hh BT ) — R 22 R R RV 1B R
BURG, REVIRKEAZHENS, ORI
YRR TEm iR et . ER VIR
L6071, Shan M8l & T — M B LE RN R LS
fi B F - SR LR (mPEG-PLA) KR #8248k
T2 7 5 7K % B mPEG I 57 /K 7 RE S I /D i R
S 2 s f, BREREER ., B
RO AN R EAE, MEARKSZ 12h 54
FEARRUT T4, R TR AR N PG AE F i
] PRNLHEU AT SEI0 R, A RREAH LT
I TEREE R, AL R AYIRE, A
T3 I 2R 78 2R 17 ),
2.4 IKERR

KGR A — 2 ol v 7 7 A KT R B AT e
IKERIARL S5 ARG E AR AR
AR TR A s 2 U AR 1) 1 T2 A 78 R0 B FH
Feng Z5BUSR FH w] 3 5l A Ak 244 i 2 1) B 4 i T
BIBEAAES (Ci-D KEER, HAZEEEERM
(B 78 5 41 (MSCs) . H Ci-1 /KR 345388 MSCs
MEFER, P ESRIEFERKE2A, 7T
PR T 4 M 23 Aot A s R R R R R T B A AN R
B I R M Bl 2H 2R 554 A s MSCs LUIT RS 2 i
BARERAL, I3 RE MSCs 1241, MTIRRER I E T K.
25 HHEMREE

AT 28 BT = YA A TR S
e, BERTIEFCE R, SRALUENIMSRE, Bf
RIS E R Z FLEE M, v oA E 40 A S L B
F, XATHEEPUE A A, SHERE B
W AE B2, AR £ BER L RV R =45 (PLGA/
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TCP) &R EWIIATE . 4L SR o] A= 1 B
PR EEMEL B FEE R G PLGAITCP JE L
M2 AL ZeM R, PR G R R R IE N
39.5%, IXFK IR RGN EDE SR 22
@ Rs o MR, AR T E R A N AR
FEAEWDIG M, FRERAE A T AU B PLGA Al
TCP AHKANIRMES A& . /£ SAON Htbi i dh H

Rk A A ARG, TSR e #IE S, fEmE i
BRFA VR IT 2R 5354, Chen 25551 i 4 BB B BL
B AIERT, PLGAITCPRR X ERE AT AR
)5 KH 9% P A R R AR B B . X R DA
PLGA Fll TCP Ak AN A #2722 A i 1
A B N SGEE LA B IR B B 2540
TE2F 2 O Ah 245 R B8 R 7t 549 IR 3.

#3 EFEFRERKARZMAREL
Table 3 Case study of drug delivery system for icaritin
WG HRR BARARL BWAKT)RE PRI AR HITIEA SR
Jig Jo A REINBEAR-THE R SRS iR LA SsiE . — — 39
REBEE-IHERE Y8R — — 36
W G- S BB A kL -3 RS e JFEE UR 565 SD #uH BFEEL. RS 40
7 KER 153 UL B sl 2 T
RSN AR-TE A T e FFAE IR 4525 SD ALT. AST F#1ik 41
KER
AsP8 BTG HFE BRALAE B2 9N 5 Y) Br C57/ {RIERE L, Bk R 42
BL6 M/ B S
AsP8 EIIWENE  HFE FRALAE 2 SAON-SD K Bilb&EIRGE 43
e — TR E 2 R U 0 — — 45
— TR E 2 R U 0 ITP /N M/MRIEZ, 35 TPO 3% 46
REVERR RO ZFERAEE-R KGR NG (] 38 R kk 2R Bl P AE SR AR AR PR 48-49
FLER InZgptE 223 BN TR
IR TIMGBESE B-2AINS iR SAON zh¥) Pk JE A7 B AR 51
PGSR RARICFERILR A% SAON R R R o A A 53-54
Y- BEIR =45
RARICTERILR — BV OB AR BRI SR EAE 55
Y-EIR =45 B HE R
—: SRR

—: not mentioned in the literature

3 REEERE

TR RGBT H R 32 B R R A
PRI, KT AT T T IR AR E D,
B3R 2R RS M AR S T . I AL
T BT AR R BB b, 2 T E S
6]\ B FRIA Z AR AR SRR I R &R . B,
FEA R TAES, ATDUNEERFE R, AR, 18
WHRE SR FE 2, SR, A,
G A SR AR GHE L E RN M2 EH 7 T
WURIHEATERANBIEFE, Al PR B F SR A0 S

TR WA H RGN I B T BB
YR RGO, WA T RS B,

REEFAIRRFA . X EER BT RO ML R
Gifhil s L2BONR IR, BRI DhRE AR RIS
THIFIE LIRS, (A A 20 DA
HIL, FIFRARRE A, BT A P B EOR
Bom. L, Ja SR TT N BT R o A A A B A5
AEPRIATT I3 17, et BOE BB s 25 R 48, 1
AEHHIBRZIREM BN, B boatmiuie s
RIS U R GO 26 T2, AT Ax i (1 i B A 4R A
T B v ) B R R S AR T, DUIAREE 3 R
M5 25 R G I R AL HERE o

SEH

[ B W EEERTRENZ T D] KA R
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