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Study on mechanism of berberine on regulating glycogen metabolism by
repairing glycogen structure
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Abstract: Objective To investigate the mechanism of berberine regulating glycogen metabolism and its effect on glycogen structure.
Methods The db/db mice were used as diabetic mice to investigate the effect of berberine on blood glucose levels in db/db mice. The
liver glycogen was extracted for SEC and TEM analysis to investigate the effect of berberine on liver glycogen and the mechanism of
its effect. Results Berberine significantly decreased the fasting blood glucose level and the insulin level in serum of db/db mice, and
berberine repaired the damaged glycogen structure. Meanwhile, berberine decreased the expression of GP, GDBE, cAMP in liver tissue
and the glucagon level in serum of db/db mice. Conclusion Berberine regulated the cAMP/GP signaling pathway, improved hepatic
glycogen structure in db/db mice, and repaired damaged glycogen structure, which may be one of the mechanisms for regulating
hepatic glucose metabolism and improving symptoms of diabetes.
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BEIE B ALES (GP) 2 FFAERE AR A2 A
KNG, ARSI BRI R, R RNE PR T
i (A RCFE s U4, (XS T/ NBER R B RE R T
GP IR WAIRNIH T o WU BE 51 Gk oy =2
—REERINTEIPESE ;. RSN AP E R
R G50, BN B RLF; =REERIE B Rl
it glycogenin & H RGN 2 BAK, BN o it
JHE I HR AR DR 22 DA o b 1T UGt AR, g AR B
KT, o KIT2BEMEAN B KT, (FI5S GP %R
UHEGIERT, AT AL R RE ML S (it Be B 1) 6] 46 B
NI, ABFESELLRER AN, B 1) = &5 i AR
SE A FL PR M 2 S I ey, U] e S SR AR 2R L
SEPRERARFAENS100, TRk, 3T M W T A A Y I
B KPR TT B 2 AR PR E R A os el R
TP 5 32 T 038 R T L T R T R 8 M3 T 5 T, IR
NERIT 7 INEERR I 158 PRs /) BB AR BRI
1w
1.1 SEIEEN4)

SPF 2% C57 HEPE/NERL (8 W), W wIdb44 s
3 AWt S Ly, YFRTIES s SCXK (5F)2015-0018,
C57BL/KS-db (db/db) HEME/INE (8 F#) 24 H,
W H R K- R R A A, YRR S
SCXK (75) 2015-0001. /NERITAFRIELEF R K
SR B S e SE IR sh P Ly SPF 0 Ffe R 40, 1
B (2242) C, @F (50£10) %, BRALE (12
Wi12h), HHEKEMKK.

1.2 AR5

EhER/NEEDR (1L B1073432, FiE 4% 98%),
B XU G5 M107827, JREZDE 97%),
HgBTRL T AR IR A IR A R, =R R
FHpesh iRk (Tris, #it5 T3253). 4 —H&DY 4R
(EDTA, #t5 036200, #EHE (k5 v900116) HH
Sigma A#]; F&ALHN (NaCl, #t5 10019308). 7
{84 (NaF, #t5 10019608 ). 7K Fl A& i 2 44
(NasP,07* 10H,0, #t5 20041418). JF/K £ FE
(CHsOH, #it5 10009218). fHfREN (NaNOs, #it
5 10019918). BEAMEN (NaNs, #t5 L1431402)
Tt B 258 B A R A R . R IRY: =il
(AST). WRBREEE (ALT) Wi &50% E /5t
SRR TR T BR A ] Ji5 5 2 e it &
ik e IR SR A IR . WE R R LS (GP). B
JRME 5> Sl (GDBE). MBERRARE (cAMP) &l
RGN T BRI RA R

1.3 {¢&5

XHF-D & o 8, 780 Z AR R A
BRAT]; Avanti J-E 5804 R T HLES 0L, S8 E D5
BEEREFE IR AT L-80xp A T 14 A1 V% HiL B
Bl S DU & PE/RFFA R A Rl ; DW-HL100 &1
TUKAE, TRPEEERERH A R AR Mili-Q 4K
1%, EBR TS, VirTis WA TN, £E
SP-scientific; FA1004N 73 HT K-, LR R
#%; Agilent 1260 infinity SEC R4t, 5[ Agilent
HIRAT]; Optilab T-rEX 7 2K 2%, SE[E Wyatt
A AF; MALLS )\ A EEe g, %
Wyatt HFRAT]; Synergy FEFR{L, EE BioTek A
PRAF; H-7000 F5 e, HAHIMZAF,
2
2.1 LW HESHRE

fRERIENE C57 /MR 6 W, TENIERET R4,
C57BL/BKS H K AbEPRIG AL /N (db/db FD 18
R, BENL N3 A, BH 6 X, HRlfE R,
THXUATT 4 (300 mg/kg) USTRI/NEER AT 40
(300 mg/kg) 9, SREL ig A2hik, BEHAZ, ES:
Y524 8 JE, fEREXT HEAHRIAR . ig AH R AARFR IR 251
Ko A JE B AR R LA
22 PFFRERERVRE S Sl

Jc, 1) B Ji 4 B2 . (50 mmol/L Tris, 150
mmol/L NaCl, 50 mmol/L NaF, 5 mmol/L NasP,07,
2 mmol/L EDTA, pH 8.00, ¥ 1 g FHEHZUIMA 25
mL B RS2 G i, T s s o B 202K 1 min,
WA T mE A R VE LS O L 4 °C, 6 000X g B
0 10 min, BIEW T EEA G E L E.OFL 4 C,
367 000X g B0 1.5 he 325 BIHEW, MPTEH A
5 mL HEJEARICGE M, AT AR 0V i, K
T 37.5%~T75%ERERA L B O 107, T
ERARTEHLE DL 4 C, 367 000X g BL 2 he
B BIE B YUREE T 300 uL XWAEKHF, A
1.2 mL oK 2B, FAARREE T 80N 4000Xg
20 10 min, 2 13, fFOREERTESE, A
500 pL X&KL YLIE e V. 1930 IV RT AR
TR B, 1330 Al R
2.3 RAFFRHBR G (SEC) FIiESTHEE (TEM)
SR VR IR 5

B #1137 34 (50 mmol/L NaNOs, 0.02% NaN3),
FREL 0.5 mg A0 T B8 I 75 i T 1& S sl AE o, e )
B 1 mg/mL B JEA N A DMSO AbF i B 5
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FEdh . [FRF, FREL 0.5 mg AL TR T s &
DMSO ', TEIERZ % L 80 CHRFE 2h, J5hn4
AT K CREVTIE RS IR, i QREHE K564 Ja
500 pL XZERALEYTIE 5C M, TR T BN i
W SRR EINNE &R, BHl R 1
mg/mL FIFEE SN DMSO Kb 5 0 A i o
LA 1260 infinity il R4, @REH B R4
(Suprema, pre-column). Z3#74E Suprema 10-1000
H1 Supremal0-10000 Hf T . A5l 25 B 22 £ FE L
S HICE ARG DN 48 R s 22 A B A B . TRBIAESY 50
mmol/L EERHNAN 0.02% NaN; /KR, AR E AN
3 mL/min, AN 80 C, #EFEEN 100 pL. LA
W 22 A AR UE . FREXZS 1 mg B R % T Tris-HCIL
(50 mmol/L pH 7) i, fEHATTEREN 1
mg/mL. RPEHE, BREEBKREMRBESR 0.1
mg/mL, FHHE U J5 BB R, W 7E 400
H 8, BB 40R 4  Risi , n 2-3
T 1%ESEREA R s, 2 5 B 4RI HR I _E i
WRT, FEEERASH Bl S nE T
H-7000 BUZES g S %L, MK 75 kv, &S
MR F AnalySiS B AbEE S A0 HL
2.4 BRI
2.4.1 PRI A R I PRSI AL 75 e Fr 5 2 R
MAEZIKY RikgG2i)E, DERIRIERUL, =R
& 15 min, 3 000X g .0 15 min 73 & M55, 7235
RAET—80 "CUKFE, K FHBGIR G2 W BRH2AS DU 135
I K% 2 R J s TR 2% PR 7K
2.4.2 /NRULIFET AST. ALT KPR BUETEH)
/IN BRI » 4% B0 6 e B P A DU 1f i H ASTLALT
7K
2.43 /PNRATHEHZ HE Jett /NRUTAE 4L 20K X
2 4%Z KRR . PhERETR K, A,
WS, VIAHIK 4~5 um FYIF, 4 HE $t)5 T
TR NN R IEH RS
2.4.4 I G P IR VRS I I IEH A ) GP
GDBE. cAMP &&= /PNERIMEMALLLSE, ffHE
HHFHE, 3% 5T T80 "CUKAR . #ATIEZLZn
NI PBS il B AL, SR IR G % e iAo
ML) 3 A1 F) GP. GDBE Fl cAMP & & .
3 &R
3.1 /EERXTHERR RN RE L IAEK I ILE
PR 5 R KRR

SEIEER (R D Eon, RRGHE, FEIRMA

F 1 NEERXTERKS R RE. MARFMIERSZKFE
BISME (X+s5,n=6)
Table 1 Effect of berberine on body weight, fasting blood

glucose, and insulin level in serum of db/db mice (x £ s, n=06)

51 R g 7 B I/ JE 7/

(mmol-L™") (mU-L™1)

fEFEXTIR 25.20+3.55 73+1.2 3.0340.11
7Y 40.40£9.77%  31.4%1.5"  3.50+0.11%
THXIE 52.00£9.59 16.9+6.3™  2.98+0.08"
NBETH, 42.30+8.71 163+£6.5™  2.83+0.18™

5 fi gt AL L. #P<<0.01 " P<<0.001; HHIRIALLEL:
"P<0.01 *P<0.001

#P < 0.01 *P < 0.001 vs normal control group; P < 0.01 *P <
0.001 vs model group

WAL dbidb /> BRI 22 0 1 5 2 /K1 B 8t i 1
EREXTHRA (P<<0.01), — FEXUIRES 25 20 A0/ N BERR,
S8 2 2H /)N SRS I ZE 23 1) i 5 3% /K ST Y 2 35 3
FEAR (P<<0.01), 3R BHUILHE RIS ig 15 23Kt
(1) 2 BOBE RIS, 1T /INEERR 5 — FEORUICS v e
db/db /)N R 5 = HRPL

[EI, PRI AL db/db /I BRI A 57 0 i
E TR (P<<0.01), ZHE LK Pt 5%
TR IR (P<<0.001); — FIXUINLS 2540 /N B,
R B ARG B, (HZERTCREME, HE
JE IR KPS A R 2 6 35 AR (P<<0.001); /NBER
B NRAFR ESHEAA TR EEER, FEML
B KT R A 21 (B 2 BRAK (P<<0.001) . 28 B /NBER;
IF) — HOBUIR— 7T DA S5 35 FRAER db/db /N BRI 28 B I
PEACT,  [R) T R0 b — FY SOUIICAT BE 3 B AR/ B AR
JR R0
3.2 /NBEWEXTHEAR R )N FR AT B Th BE RO SZ 0

IR (R 2) R, KRG G, PEIRM
AR db/db /NRRIMTEH AST Al ALT 7KFH)BH &
TR IR AL, $2oR dbldb /N RATIEShRERZ 3] T
—ERRREE R . BRI GE 2 RN A 24 40
/NER LIS T AST A ALT 7K R 7 20 35 5 24 B A1G

IR, WEEAFATLLY (B 1), A L fg xR 4
NERIFIEH AL A YR, RGN, AL/
BRUTIEH Lz A, RIEA B EBREK, 47 HN
AR NBERA T 8 RS, 20 2540 /N BRI JFF U 4 440
AW EMLTE . A, BFIE HE Qb (B D
TR, RO RN R AIEAS ek, gk
B, FZRIEMWAT s AR /N BRI 4 e 4534 7
FEAERA AR 2300 s 25 25 20 /0N BRUFF FIE 0B 2 o HEd
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* 2 NEREEITHERR/NRILE AST. ALT KR
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Table 2 Effect of berberine on AST and ALT level in serum
of db/db mice (x £ s,n=06)

H) AST/(mU-mg™) ALT/(mU-mg™)
fi RS HR 98.16+10.89 34.47+1.13
gt 166.49 +23.86" 85.84 42,43
UK 89.57420.49" 60.99+3.33"*
/NEEDH 76.12£13.35™ 64.38+4.42*

Hig e AL *P<0.05 MP<<0.001; S5HEEHIA LE
"P<0.05 "P<0.01 *"P<0.001

#P < 0.05 #P < 0.001 vs normal control group; *P < 0.05 ™P <
0.01 *P<0.001 vs model group

/N BRUFF I 40 BT 25 0 B, T 7 2 A
o FENBERR S SIS AT 2 dbldb /SR
WIS, HOGEFIEThRE.
3.3 /NEEWEXIHEAR TR N R AT AR R LA A RS20
S5 (E 2 BoR, (g RN RS R 3
BRI o KPR XAFAE, WEIRIR db/db /)N
BB Ji L LRSI ) B RL T T AP, 45T
— 7 B FORUNCRI/NBE SR T 8 Al e, — H UK
FVNBERSIE ST /D B HE IR o RiFHE, B KT
B,
RFIHEBR B 1% (SEC) Ares S (B 3 f1k 3)
7N, DMSO AFLZ 7T, &40/ BRUHBE 3 LA o KL

it HEXT I e

B

ZHSUNR

1 ZHE/NRAFAEELEE R 1 HE B4R (X200)

wr

BRI

E2 ZH/NE DMSO A IREHIATHERER TEM 3RIE
Fig. 2 TEM image of liver glycogen DMSO-treated mice in each group

T (Ry=40 nm) JEAFF7E. DMSO A2 J5, fiE
BN IR LN ROFFRE A DL o b IR0, i
To A T AR DMSO A FERT L Si i 22 25 5, RN
R 47 1f) DMSO f2sE Vs B db/db /)N BRFFRE B B
o KiFAh, BB KT (Ry=20 nm), U458 AN
TN A DMSO AbFR AT M FH i (P<<0.001),
FIAXT DMSO FIAFRE s = HOBUICRT/NBE B 2
LN LTI NR A o s w e d o 5 i
U TR DMSO AT L Ge it 2 5, RPN R 4T

Fig. 1 HE stain image of liver tissue of mice in each group (X200)

[¥) DMSO Fa g P . KB IRIE db/db /IS BRHHE I AR
BT IR E NS, X DMSO RfasE, 455
SEVEZE s T /NBEBRAT — FEUNY W] 20 db/db /1N ER,
JFF 58 JER PRI AN
3.4 /EEWXIHELRTR /N RATREZESZR GP 1 GDBE
KFERIF N

ELISA VEfGMIEE R (R 4) TR, BRI
H/NRIFAEH 2 GP (1) & & F1 GDBE [R5 PR
e IR ZH 2 T (P<<0.001); — FXUARZA 24540
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Fig. 3 SEC analysis of liver glycogen of mice in each group (x £ s, n=23)
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INEEF T HE PR/ AT HE R DMSO A IERIfE SEC HIETEMIEmIRMENE (X +£5,n=23)

Table 3 Effect of berberine on FWHM and peak area of SEC peak of glycogen from db/db mice before or after DMSO

treatment (Xt s, n=3)

5 DMSO Ab# i DMSO #-# )5
LU T e THI Ll T W T AR
g B X R 14.06%0.35 17.7841.50 14.124+0.42 17.71+1.52
B 14.49+40.27 18.0740.80 27.94+1.32"™ 26.73+2.49"
ISR 15.6740.32 18.5140.32 15.63+0.37 19.2240.99
NBETS, 14.6140.48 16.8740.25 14.83£0.91 18.0740.79

55 DMSO B2 T HL#: " P<<0.001
"*P <0.001 vs FWHM or peak area before DMSO treated

INRIFIEHZH GP & & (P<0.001) 1 GDBE
(P<<0.01) FIS MR ZH /N R 38 B3 PERRAR /)
BERZn 2520/ R AEHZH GP & & (P<<0.001)
F1 GDBE (P<<0.05) 13 1 B5AR AL 4H /) B 350 4 3 1
BRAR . R BH/INBERRURT — QU o] FRAK db/db 7INER
JHAEZHZA1P) GP 7 E= A1 GDBE i .
3.5 /NBERRXTHERTE /)N BRI IE R S M AE = 7K F A0
FFRRZE4H cAMP 7K RIS

ELISA V=Rl R (3R 5) BoR, FERpiEA
0 db/db /)N 5 I3 s RS 25 A IEZH 20 cAMP
TP A FEo R 4H 2 25 Ty (P<<0.001)5 — XU

o5 2 20 /N BRI IR s AL 25 R0 I 2 2R R cAMP 7K
AR /N BRI B PR (P<<0.01); /NEEBR S,
2 /N BRI R o W 2 A0 R 2H 2 cAMIP /KT
BBV /N R B PR (P<<0.05). FKBH/NBERH
I B SSUICIA) AT ARG db/db /)N BRI T Fi s iR 25 0
FFREZHLEZR ) cAMP 7KF-o
4 g

AT FE 0 R SRR db/db KR §AE 955
B, dbldb §Ro— i ER 52 A S5 DR ol e 17 3 B0
RAE 2 RO PRIF /N RO, RPN R . i R
P FEACHH ZRELSERHE, HAE 8 AT uA — B4+
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4 NEEEITEERRR /N AT AEELR GP A0 GDBE 7K HIS
Mg (x+s,n=06)

Table 4 Effect of berberine on GP and GDBE in liver tissue
of db/db mice (x £ s,n=06)

ZH ) GP/(ugkg™) GDBE/(mU-g ™)
i JE 6 R 205.76+8.26 3.167£0.704
ieit) 320.64 +5.53%# 6.891+1.461%#
Z HIXUAR 264.05+£2.92" 4.17240.151**

IINBET 286.81+10.33"" 5.19440.357*

5 fg AT AL LB P <<0.001; SEIRIALLLE: "P<0.05
“P<0.01 *"P<<0.001
##p < 0.001 vs normal control group; “P < 0.05 P < 0.01 "™P <

0.001 vs model control group

RS /NEERELXTHERR RS /)N R R S AR R K ERAT AE4E AR
cAMP KHIENE (X+5,n=6)
Table 5 Effect of berberine on serum glucagon level and

liver cAMP level of db/db mice (X £ s, n=06)
205 JBk s I A% 22 /(nmol- L)

cAMP/(pmol-g™")

e RFENT HE 46.59+ 9.16 92.45+14.54
R 7570+ 6.21% 124.22+14.37%
ZHIXUIR 58.14+ 7.43™ 100.55+ 2.72™
INBETH 51.96+21.84" 106.60+ 6.83"

Ll X AH L. #P<0.01  ##P<0.001; SEIRIAH LK.
"P<0.05 "P<0.01

#p < 0.01 #P <0.001 vs normal control group; "P < 0.05 "P <
0.01 vs model group

e ) BB KT, 5 N0 2 BB R I PR
RAEF AL, 2 E PR B ANATEER) 2 BUHE RG34
A,

R D5 — b e B — R 2 B R 20, R
HAM 5B Em B, SN EIITERY, R~
R I B . BRI ELZ 2 BURE IR
B EZRRHE, HET, WARZETRE RN
W AR IE , (FZ A SCER K 2 42w T 250 i J5i 4
7R, PR CRER” MOER . T
REBE 5 1 A B % SR A R AR 5
T REUE S L2210 (1 B R G VB R, AT A
FURIL 2 BUREIRIF dbldb B2 SR IR 7> 745452
PR3, TR TR NEERR T ACCE R RIS db/db
Y BRP JHTWE 2 40 5 A 24, 3R B PR SR 1 20 1 46
M2 450 g S E A XL EEE R 2 —.

AW L2 1 /INEERHE IRIR dbldb 7SR
FTHE R S5/ 52, TEM A1 SEC 145 5 453 Wi b
FRIF dbldb /I SR HE JEL R o b 7 5 i B /DN BB AfE 59

ARG BEfR R B RLF, RITENLAR N R 2 B il
B Kiit— A b IR N BN, W RER S
L AMBE B = A TR REZ —. 14 T/NEER T
8 FEJ& » dbldb /)N SR IR B AU /)N BB
JR A2 E M, £ DMSO b F 5 k% P o BL T IE
P10, RIWNEBIFHIFE M, XWit—BRE T/
BEWNT db/db /2RI IE EAEH, fEHAE
HUA N AN G BN B KT, NI e AL AR 2L )
BEARYT, BRI AR 7K T

(RS, O Do A A2 D 0 2 W ) R0 75 DG B g
GP M1 GDBE 12 5, GP 7] LA 4 R Bk 14 3 11
o-1,4-FEFFEE, 7 GDBE U R DA b IR 7 i 2
() o-1,6-HEF 58 . [K1tk, GP Al GDBE 7T ZH 24 (1)
FEIA K- BT T 5 T A 2R A A AR )
R WEIRIG dbldb /NEFFITHLIFH ) GP & /it
AT BN, IXERE dbldb /NERITIEAL )
JHHEIRE 5 5 GP 254, WIS amEnE, =
FOFREAR AL . /N BER AT DL B PERRR (P<
0.001) db/db /NRAFMEAHLH GP MEE, FNIE
AJ DL 2 B (P<<0.05) B JRI7 /)N BT HIE 4L 2 rpopi
JRIE4> X (GDBE) iGN, BRIKIX 2 FhoCHEN
17 7K P BT DA 2850 R AR A PR 5 /0~ BT D5 ) o fe T
R, MG dbldb /N R PIHEAR T .

TN, BEFEE R K INEE AT LA dbldb /)N
BRI 37 FH U 20 23 b S o 38 v 1 MR o b 2R R
CAMP JKF- JiF s 0% 25 0] DAVE F T FFF U 44 e =
I G &R BB Z A4, 38 I 2% 3 s 7 e 24 L A 1)
BREFERIMLEE (AC), AC AT LUEHE ATP #4140
cAMP, JERIT cAMP 456 0% PKA, ks
BRI BRI, (23 GP ANt il =
A P F R R R8O o s TLRE 25 R0 cAMP S22 1 15 T
WEZHZR GP W& 7K B R 1, ok s ARl vy T
F M cAMP 25| 2 GP (1 i1, 5 E08E IR ) ik
FEWERR MR . DRI, /NBERR AT RESR I A db/db )
U BERR ) cAMP/GP 15 5186, S A L0 i 1)
i AT o

Zi b, ARG RERY, PNEERATRETEE
BRI SZ AR 0 bE i S50, FIRH@EE cAMP/GP i@ 2%
A AR R PR 975 /) B P Uk 2EL 23 o Jis ) P e, I
IR B PR PRI /N BRMBE K, el AR 2L 1)
FEIR o AT 5 AR 3R B BE 5L 45 40 T e A2 W PR VR T il
FEH B AESE A, N TR T R T
A RIS KA
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