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Abstract: The residues of exogenous pollutants in Chinese materia medica (CMM) have become an important cause of adverse

reactions of CMM, including agricultural/veterinary drug residues, heavy metal contamination, mycotoxin residues, pathogenic

microbial contamination and other organic pollutant residues according to their sources. This paper reviews the modern research on

inspection objects and detection methods of main exogenous pollutants in CMM, with view to providing reference and basis for

supplementing, perfecting and improving the quality and safety system of CMM.
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Table 1 Traditional Chinese medicinal materials and Chinese patent medicines containing items of exogenous pollutants

included in Chinese Pharmacopoeia (2015 edition)
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a-heavy metal (heavy metals detectable by 0821 heavy metal detection methods in the fourth part of Chinese Pharmacopoeia 2015 edition) b-arsenic

c-cadmium d-lead e-mercury f-copper
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Table 5 Technical analysis of common exogenous pollution detectors in CMM
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