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Research progress on pharmacokinetics and dosage forms of crocin and crocetin
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Abstract: Crocin is derived from stigmas of Crocus sativus and fruits of Gardenia jasminoides. It is a type of unique water-soluble
carotenoids with long conjugate, possessing remarkable neuroprotection, cardiovascular protection, antitumor, and other
pharmacological activities. Data showed that orally administrated crocin couldn’t permeate into the bloodstream as the prototype, but it
can be absorbed into the blood circulation after being hydrolyzed to crocetin in gastrointestinal tract. Then, crocetin is converted to
glucuronic acid conjugate. Moreover, the metabolite crocetin are mainly distributed in heart, liver, spleen, lung, and other blood-rich
tissues. In view of the low bioavailability and poor stability of crocin and its metabolite crocetin, researchers have extensively
employed novel drug delivery system to study crocin (crocetin) in order to improve its stability, bioavailability, and pharmacological
activity. This article reviews in vivo metabolism of crocin (crocetin) in recent years and investigations on drug delivery system,
therefore, facilitating further research and development of these natural products.
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Fig.1 Structures of crocin and crocetin

B o IAFERSE N TR MPRLLAEIR) 2T |
AENEHIT, AR AR, EAh, PRLLAET
JEREEAMEASEIAE MR, R, M. bk,
18 pH U, H AR BEAR AR, PR
TR o PRLAERG e T e 2=, BRI
THAHIROAE . it — PR T AR AT 41
TERR R FHEE A e, &2 IR TV
CLACTH RV ZLAETR R AR . T3, L), 49K0HE.
MORHE. RIS M2 B I TY 2048
TRZTHRIN R . A SCEFRR IR VU LLAE T AV LLAETR
Ly A R I6 2 R G SURE R, Dyt — 20 e W P
SLAC T ANVG LT AETR 25 BR D RO S Az 2R R IR
RN TCE I R AR RS %
1 ALEEMALEREALHNFERR

A — 252 i@ AR AN, AR AR, L4300 A
R AE . H AT, BEFRARE P AL AT
LLACRRACUIIT T 25 2518486 iv. ig. im K ip. %
o, PHLAEE PR L e R K AN A 45 21842,
HAR A 2530 A2 UK
1.1 R4

iU Cabsorption) Fi& 24 Hh 45 2R AN
MEPEALRE . Bl BoR, WLAEHAEmIEA S
e, T A K A B PG £EAETR J5 MR HE N LA A o
L1 ULk R 4 T e I v
LA -1 WK BRE (log P) H-1.03, —HAA
log P 164 2~3 HIZyMLERET I log P<0
it AR AN 5 P i, DL R RO R, PR
F-1 TEMEAR GRS T AL R A AE 4/ g [
TRTIWT FLVGLLAE T -1 i, 4R EBoR, TU4L

tF-1 i+l =W, B mARE, H
BB AR 10% 45 . 4 RS Ipr g di2k
AgE 1R, FFUESE T I 5N EEE % Ak,
Lautenschliger 5! $% Caco-2 4 IR AIF 58 PH 4L
-1 NFRAMCE DL, SR BN, PR /a5
JE A FEARFAS MR « PHLAETFE-1 RMIBIE R
Puparosp N (2.1£0.8) X107 em/s, —fIAH Py >
1X 1070 25 i R4S, b SBAIE SE PR 0 {6 7 A fig
3% 1ok i T B

4, Karkoula 2B ip 77 48 T/ N PG 4046
-1, K s REJE UPLC-PDA A6 ifiL 0 &% v 45
IR et -1 M ER & &, 4R ER, /DR
MR AG ZE 2R Y A A W HE PR AT AR R, A H v
IAETF-1, BERFFLE IERA T PRAAE -1 Al 2R I
iR (BBB). 1112 [ BH &5 PO 70 38R 24 1 A% 7
IR -1 FERBRAR N A8 e, 45 RN, Hat
ig 15K 10 mg/ (kg-d) 7 d F1 12 d J& A48 01 76 2048 15 -
1 B, RS TIERRE RN (0.019+
0.005) L/(kgmin), SZ4G4°A (0.011 & 0.005)
L/(kg'min), P<<0.01]. Ub4k, 2R 2 mr 7r 45 5
SR, PLAETE-1 & im JEWRISEER, AR,
S 53 P i B B T
112 PHLAERR SR IRl il A A 25 P2V o
VR, KREE ig AR, HARW 2 ih &5
GRS Z —ERA RN, PELAERR AR TR
PRI BRER, SR PRLIEIR E AR 2, W% IE
RREHIFECE R 2 ke 25773, B K AR i B
AOAE FH I 18] o A ST 0 BRI A IR ig 44 T
KRPGLLACRR, 25-F 2R 756 D IRgE 2 4
B, PHLLARRR AR Pk i P, WRSGRGE, E—2
IR FIREFFER, 4207 LA RER T
SERAAML, BORVEAAEIRTE I TE K R B R . T HL
W R BRI 20K ig KR PUZLAEIRIS , JLik gk
FEAZEAK [FIRCA (0.831£0.31) pg/mL, ZIKAH
(0.7940.25) pg/mL], BFE—PUESE T HL LR 1A N
Wk, BEUN, PrElsERY,

B KPR SR KR g LT
-1 JFPUA AR 2GR AT 2 kg, HIRE RS
Rk HHEE ig HAERPIMLL, ZHFAREH AR
ig MFRFIREPGLAET -1, FHLAAERRRDLH T m g
W, KA A g kA, BonH N
BT 255 524548 . b4k, Lautenschliger 251 i 7t &
NPULLAETR RE 8 LU IR K FE V2% Caco-2 4,
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PappBLoap) A (2.550.2) X107 cm/s, PHLIEIR A
TF 33 it Bt b LA A E R R4 . BT R ILPE A4
1% 3= BLIE I b s Al M i s O BB i, ORR R
JE B .

113 PHZLAERR AR NI PR 58 0 78 5
7 » Umigai ZPVF 75 g FRE N 171 IR 04 21 46 18 (R i
L, K H HPLC VA I PH ZL AR R 1 259K FE . 10 44
fERZIRE, BL&F, RRORELER 7.5,
150, 22.5 mg, 4R ER, 4%4f5 1 h Kot
W PELLIERR , Z3DAEAR NIRRT ] (tax) 4 4.0~
4.8h, FEJFIZWIEIC, 24 h R ILEERR. &K
MZ5HE (Crax) N 100.9~279.7 ng/mL, 24-H
28 R IA (AUC) N 556.5~1 720.8 ng'h/mL, A4
BT () N 6.1~7.5h, Chuu M AUC {55 &
2IEH, HEFEREE . A ARSI &P,
PHLTAE R B AR F 2. Chryssanthi %51°)
KA HPLC ¥ERT IR RE N IRH 200 mg PELLIES )G
I 2% HR P LT AE PR IR o 25 R 7, 10.7 F1 18.6 min
A AL 2% A 43 ) s 0 H s 2P 20 A IR AR I = e 41 A
%, 24 h 5 IEsRE AL AERR . 75% M A
PP QPG 20 A6 R o5 S T LD AE BRI 25%~50%,
B PR LLAERRAE AR N R A T bt AT B IROK
WP AR AE RN R AW R, ko,
Hooshang 25 5t &l 7 fel e 6 2 # I T1R 16 mg
P8 2110 R i 28 Ji5 7 41 AR R 1 245 ¥R FEVE LA 0.09~
0.35 pg/mL.

1.2 9%

24534 (distribution) 8 254 25 25358467 T
Wk NG, B RGIBIE SRR SRR 41
21, A e R . ARG g R SRm
G ATIR T . 5 HANSRE S MR (i B-#E M &K
M52, FAMLLER) ML, FHLTERRE KA
5, X F RN, BERASEHSA AT
Zo MR R RIUACR ig A ER)E, HAE
N AR TPOA B4, AR, I B M. 78
FNGREE 1 hoakg, TRARMIAE AL 2 h, S-S
A5 P LLAE IR IR B AR R I > il > F B ~ B S >
B > A > 52 e BRI T KR iv IE4TAE
H-1 EESHLA R M mtEN, SRERHAIE
-1 e AT R A e, BEL 0y B
Rz, Tk ARMIAN S AL P L0 -1 IR T
TURR, FROAVGLACTE PG ACRR AN A LT
41, Lautenschlager 5! 7356 45 5% i B 40 1M1 1A 12 440

(BCEC) 5 R4 If1L- ok 5 ¥ s P 4 . (BCSFB) 4
M R PG AL R RE 57235 BBB, 45K, T4
fZ7E 29 h N42181%3% BCEC M1 BCSFB, 2% BCEC
(#] Popp 9 (1.520.1) X107 cm/s, %1% BCSFB [f]
Papp A (3.910.2) X107 cm/s, RUIPGLLIER ] 5
% BBB, 1X 1] B2 PO LI AL R Rt N AR HHE R G K
LB .
1.3 Kigt

PHLLAGE -1 B E B AR IR R, TR IR BRI
Zoat TR S HLRERE T, NGRS E
A e P MU T Y SR PELLE -1 £ g
Y24, ANRELLRE RSSO I, 1 2 4 i i i sl 4t B
FEVE R KRR oG (PEELAEIR) RN, HL7E
Mg 2 Wik, ok, Xi P57 KR ig i
LIAEH-1, S5 5oR, 1h MR /b B e e
2, AR PELLAETT-1. Asai Z502HF 73 i3k —
IR, PUAIERR AT B R SOEE N I, T PG4 4E
TR REEWALTE N (IRUSCHT D B R (o
R JKAR RPE AL AERR JE WSO I, T P 2046 RR ]
REAE 70 00 A0 JE P o 0 20 A RROPE 2R R - B (KO
HIE PR RS A, 5P A IR IL FAFE T Ik .
A, RSP TR ig PHLLAEKIRI, MK
R R R PR AL, AN P AR R AN P 21 A
PR AR A R FR 45 B ) o PRI AERRAE 30 min H I Hx
2GR, 120 min HILSE 2 DUE(E, HILEI
R R A AT RER P4 T I . X 55k B>
RS, PRI AT A e R
M2 LRI, I H. 2 KUK FE AR

Zhang Z5PR R B UPLC-MS/MS ¥4
[F) B AFF S 16 20 A6 0 A 7 20 6 R 7 KRR N I 24 30
2, ig MEFIE (304 60+ 120 pmol/kg) PHLTAEF -
1 FPLAEER, BU#H KR IR PHAAEER Corax M
AUC EHERKFIEH -
1.4 Hett

23 HEME Cexcretion) F8MWIKCEE N 1A N 254 K¢
FOARU = AR A HE A4 A0 R 72 o V8 2078 HE
T RGE T REBEVIMR, 2 EEPIT SR
KB iv 4 mg/kg PHAAEH -1, SR 1.92%M
36.95% 73 ) FH 2EAN R AR H 5 4 0.74% e BRI HEE
H, 12 h NZGPEEAHM 4. MR R
7N ig 45 T KB 50 mg/kg PUZLAET -1, 24 h ZEHEM
K (59.501+13.56) %, HNAEEZEA (2043+
9.41) %, HAAFIEN 80%, 24 h JRFKIAH
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VOLLAEE -1, LA ESSIREEN], v e R EEE
JEHEME, ig BRI HM
1.5 &

POLLAEE AN 70 PR, teveag, HRARE
CASR A 275 1 B B R, T 72 A2 T8 N Je K il
XS F R EEN . IR TERGRIVEAAERR, R
DA 55 A i 5 1) 77 2N AR PR, 434 10
JE B Ml B K. FE. RS, DI, 2
SR LA AP LAETR BA T2 25 B
s LR AR50, AR R 5 05 A A T4
T A% 25V AH S 2H 2338 B 044 PN 23 A Bt I e
X—RHNZ%. Mk, AR ENGIEE, 5
VG 2T AL BRI ] 7 /) [ 3 R Ak A 7V 2T A R -
R HIEFEREIR G, ST ACRRIL FIAAE T 1M
W, AT AT G B AR, T IR TE R
R PG 2040 ) - B S R . PEATAE T AN PE AL
R R FE LI ORG24, st s Rhe
N, PHLLACH AR NIEPE 7 T AT RE R PELLAEIR - [RII,
PHLLAGE NP LR LA R ) TS BRI B, 45
LRGP RIEVOA AT RO L AL FR 2GR0, HEFRIANE
R 25 B, FIRETRIG NS 25, sl B T-3AK
W2 RGP AE T RGBRIAL. TULi e M
TERRAC TR A L 2.
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Fig. 2 Metabolic pathway of crocin

2 ALEEMALLERIIFIZNR
PHLLAETH R ZLAE R 25 PR )iz, HadE I A
LA R RO, 3 DIRG R AR A ZE YA
FERAR BV ek W ERR, JUHRVIAAET,
FUIRMS R 2, I BAEIENARRE . Bk, A
LRI T VG AL T MV ZLAE IR BT B3 24 R 48 - L 4K,
R EENAWLIESE TR % N AU AR A S i AW ea gl
HHSETUA. EE. BI GORRL. BIREE N GR

ST B ‘
O-mmm-O ;ﬁtgﬁ P
—
| ]
[ |

F&E, DI # RE . SRR R
VIR B e 248 1 i L 2 R
2.1 BERRIK

fig FifA (liposome) & FH IR i X4+ )2 2H A
PR R ZKAH P G B . 3% R TR S5 F S B R 4) Dy
Y R N A=Y 1 R A i) N 7y AL
SCRT 43 R R 5 A AT TR M B A I AR ki
JFif& (nanoliposome) f&—/NELE AR AA, Bl
TOEEL A NSO, FE TP B BB
JEVE L, Mousavi 25 PV — i A 1k B g 15k H b
(DSPG). i lE 1t N L ARG, (DSPC) A fIH [&] i
(ChoD) Mk}, /KK EE (DRV) il &
PELAEH GOK AR Ak, Rife (194.86+£25.82) nm,
IR (4.610.8) %. ML ER, PHAlE
O 2 HeLa 20 B AN LR MCF-7 40 i - 200
FIRIE (ICso) 4031~ 1.603+ 7.35 mmol/L; TMiPH4L
T GNK AR BT 1Cso W 735124 0.61+ 1.22 mmol/L.
2 W i o ik 25 1A T G AT A X e 4 B P A KA
HiE A

BEAl, A FE K T 2146 5 I 0 3 B s ) R 38 o 3
WAL R, Rastgoo MO 1 G gl K g Sk 44 2t
TRl (PEG) &M, DLAALINEEAE (HSPC)
A Chol 9 Ji K, R H ¥ 7 728 i i 4% % i
MPEG2000-DSPE (1] 75 21 4 # fig itk . Kif2 A
(127.6+1.5) nm, BEHFN (84.62£0.59) %, £
S EEHCN 0.08710.018, Zeta LA (—21.746.7)
mV. WHNABLIG R, S EMLL, PHaqE
YRR o A Sl H B B S5 g 40 b 4 s A S A
BRI RAETE R 30. B—J7H, BOFHE T
FRPTELAL IR D-2EIME LS S 2tk
N BA TR ER,  HEMILAE ML v] RE 2
(LA SRR VNS F2 AN O = = N EEE
R ER RSN MR RR e P, (R A A L PR B T i
AR, DASRAELERRAN M A TG ) BT 75 e
22 HE

M3 (microcapsule) &R & 7Tk, K2
WAL IR kA2 /N T 5 000 pm GEH A 5~250 um)
UM EE, Bk () R CEMERAEYD
A, TTZMATREARErE. Hamkit
LR P A5 AR ) 45 77 R BRE - Zhou SR LR
B, FIFHBTRAAIM R (GA) YERER, it mi % T
%, JSEE 210 C, -FE 10 01 KR
VELT AR EEAME NG T8 RIMGRIE, M
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AHEA (85.03+£1.35) %, FHHEMALKME, F
RPN EIRIER 429 15, BEthEER .
Kyriakoudi &R MR ol me 4 (e & F
FLEERIRS e, A5 REOR, R N
TV ACTE B g ke e, AR A R
Pem (H 60%FEm A 71.9%) .
23 &3

2 H, (multiple emulsion) AFLRIK 73 HUE HAD
ESEAF R Z EARBE, —BE O/W/O M
W/O/W 2 P, fES5K) B BR: “PRIBE—4H" £
oz s, wmEF 2 Rm wo/w BEHA, M
P EISME IR B KA PI-ZKIH LTI . AR oh-
WK, AKAHSE, JREZMARR, MTErEmR
ANRZiW 5 BB AREAFAR S, R RIRE SR 5
HIREAE ™Y, Faridi 2™ LAPE L0 G- HU) . 5
T AN =] 4 80 A E kM % W/O B, #—5H
G T BUE & LIS B IR ZEY) (WPC) /RIRSE &
Y A KA R & AS B PE 4078 W/O/W BUE AL,
B FIE 96.66%, RIADGH . T ALFRS 2l
WA RUEAFIN 22 d, T2 VU MG KA.
W EoN, P SILE B IRREIER 12%, 1E
W PR R =, X BT SRR SR AR AR TE TR 1 v
R T ER S A= I RN AN AW i == )
PR AR

4N, Mehmia 2L 55 % B I & T2
BT, SR B RAE, DAERS TR S
A 80 AT H I R E R EREE (PGPR) {ERTHITE
PER, H]2& IMRARPEZLAEE W/O BUGK L. B 5 1%
R R [FIRE 7 VR 4 W/O0 RGKFL, 25
A e S B EMREWINKM (W), If
W5t Angum gum (AG). WPC. FilfifAfiz (GA) 3
FOAEREYENVELAEE W/IO/W B 3L AN KA
i, PHLAETFRasE Ve SRR IEY ., 45 R EoR,
T AG B mFE, HEl&mABRRE, KR
FERE . MRS R, EHERET,
VO AR R GERAK N WPC>GA>AG, R
AG BAZERMIER
2.4 KA

YHKKL (nanoparticle) F&48 FH RIREL & Bl 5 40
TRERHE B REARTE 10~ 100 nm ([ 25 AR THoRE,
BFEGURERFIGIRIE . TH AT KR % 2 R H
F T ARE, I8 TR LR TS AN [R5 A Rk
BT BMRIA R R . Fah M2 H 1.

2.4.1 FTEME (Cs) RN (Alg) 99Kk Cs/Alg
GORRCABT B 25k, RS AR e, oG
2y R . BRI A B AR T 2
WIE B il rh (PR, Rahaiee 20K 24
S TR T AE T 3 E] Cs/Alg 9KhiEk
1, I FT AR . N o T 15 B # A 4
BN 0.08% Cs £10.10% Alg (pH 4.7); #I15HI44K
FrkifE N 236 nm, ¢ HAME. PR GEER, #2
FEIKIKN-33.52 mV. 48.33%. 38.16%- 30.96%; &
MR fE i a et fa e R E i m . at,
Rahaiee 255258 DU R J7 681 & PULLAE T Cs/Alg 44
KR E TR SR EIR, 1Z9KR0N pH
WL, 78 pH A5 A 1.2 B -2 g2 b h
ARG 16, EBLBE R (R HEET, 7
AR RERI N NSRS S AR Ry =i OO 0 (=TI EA W 62
AL, PHZETF Cs/Alg 49Kk BA H 8 21
MCF-7 4ifmligtt, R\OEGEHELEF DU
TEPERE

242 WEYEGY K RL WAYE AN K KD ( magnetic
nanoparticles) AFiE£ <100 nm BETEGUORMEL, H
KU A A 2 M A A e R R 5
El-Kharrag £5°°') FeCl,-4H,0. FeCls F1-8 % S B 1)
NaOH VA JERE, SR SLUTie v ) 4% HEPE 9 KL,
FEREAT R A A 45 PO AL AE BRI MR 9Kk . F 7T 4
N PALLACRRTE AR AE 7K b B R T2 i A0
faetE, R, FHKAE 16 nm, AT L1
i (3 mg/mL), HEMEGIAKRIALTE 0.09 mg/mL BIA]
RN ARF ¥ HepG2 40 M1, T 1% 75 £L A6 F
YRRLTE P PN 2 15 BEAE S MR 2% AF T 3 ) 1) s
WAL RIEIT R, BoRm AR, AR Ti—D
RN T

243 YPK4E 91°K4 (gold nanoparticles, AuNPs)
Fif2 <100 nm, HRIGAEDHENE. HHREE. 5
AV S A L7 W= K = TRk /R o 7/ DR G
Vijayakumar 25421 HAuC,4-3H,0 FIPG LI 463U
NIERE, RA—8EG RN (1545 nm. f&
S 38— I = e RS M PR AL AE BRI K 4
41, Hoshyar 5258 DLPG 21 £ Al HAuCly NaOH
N ERER FHAR [R5 1A B2 A 4~10 nm [ERE
PHLLAETF-AuNPs. 45 B EoR, TUL Tk T
Al kN MCF-7 20 P JE R 2590, 3% R 9K 4
WARI T PRLLAEE X MCF-7 st ik . R,
S e AL, MFEFIREALIET YRS RIH
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B 5 1) MCF-7 404G it (P<<0.05). HBFFTiL &
TR ARG T R PR AL e R N AR e
B 1 H

244 FRBEELBRILEY [poly (lactic-co-
glycolic acid), PLGA] 4Kk PLGA J2iLFK)
2 N T BRI U R R A A R, B
RFEME . RIFEVAEVARS M. it 5 RSV A
Mo F R SRR R FLIRR- PR L LA T 4 )
PLGA FEMRHEE, B4k 28 H 1P, Langroodi
2T W/O/W B2 FLik I & T 4016 R PLGA 45K
Fio fAEHI TN 5% PVA, 25915 K& WIELE
No1020, ZEHESNEEAT (40 ERNE
HUMH, HISYKRRIAE N 178 nm, 2RI H 504518
5 VEAACTR AL E R ML = AN 65% .
2.94%; MRAMBEIERIG R, 2 80%HIZGTE 48 h
WIBHTREI, FKPHPELLAERR PLGA 9Kk B A 225
EF . AR, gHRuEEtESCIR IR, SN fEmRA L,
PHLIAEER PLGA 9Kkixt MCF-7 il 45 58 W &5 1)
HHIER . Ak, Ghahestani 25°%LL PLGA. PVA
N R R FH B — LR -V 1) 28 20 P AL AR R AT
A3 H) 4% PHZLAE IR PLGA 40Kbi. 45 B Eon LR
Jis ZEBRAANIER, 5% PVA AfRER], 7
RS EAYIE 1120, HIERYKREE RN
97.2%, HZIE A 4.8%, FifEN 288 nm; 24 h PHLL
TRRHVRE R (44.49+2.80) %, 4d 5254k
UL E R KIEN 96.43%, Uil PLGA gKpin] 3%
PERTHLLACRRIREAL . Ak, PHLLAERR PLGA 4Kk
AR EAH MCF-7 AR, HICs EA (84.73£
12.14) umol/L, T P4 £L1EBR N (589.65+5.72)
umol/L, 3% B3} J F 75 404 FR T Jee 7% 1k W 2 14 5
2.4.5 PEG iaefbfiligh>kki  PEG v pH Hiith. &
IKEHEREY), BA RIFAEVHENE. 4% PEG
& fa H e AT A e K, IR 43 124
PR, SR AR 25 IR S . Mary 255010
Na,SeOs 1 PEG200 )i Kl % PEG-SeNPs & £u
WL AT, HIFFPEL AL -PEG-SeNPs. 45 S 2R,
PG4I {61 -PEG-SeNPs 7rHittE R if H 2 3k0%, Rtz
40~50 nm, Zeta Hfi (=31.360+£0.652) mV, #&
25 8.77%; pH {E AN 5.3 B, 1 h FEL16H BFR
JE A 47.0%, 48h N 91.0%, pHAE N 7.4, 1h
SRREIEN 11.6%, 48 h N 34.5%, FKHITHLLE
HERRYE S A NRECE IR, SRR 4. KUk,
PEG-SeNPs A[{E AR RE 16T 1) pH ™SR4

AR, A E R A BRSO S5 1) iR 4L 2R
WiERox, SPAEmRMLI, 7841 H-PEG-
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