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Quantitative analysis of five nucleosides in Cordyceps by HPLC and quality
control of Cordyceps militaris

LI He-yu', YU Ying-hui', ZHANG Dong-xing', CHEN Min-jun’, YAN Ren-yi', YU Hong-jian'
1. Tianjin Ubasio Biotechnology Group Co., Ltd., Tianjin 300457, China
2. Sunhope (Tianjin) Science and Technology Development Co., Ltd., Tianjin 300384, China

Abstract: Objective To establish an HPLC method for simultaneous determination of uridine, vernine, adenosine, cordycepin, and
N6-(2-hydroxyethyl)-adenosine in Cordyceps (Cordyceps militaris, Cordyceps Fungus Powder CS-4, Hirsutella sinensis, and C.
sinensis), and determine the characteristic components of C. militaris to provide the scientific basis for quality control of C. militaris
and its extract. Methods HPLC was performed on Inertsil ODS-3 column (250 mm x 4.6 mm, 5 um) with mobile phase A
(acetonitrile) and B (water) for gradient elution. The flow rate was 0.8 mL/min, detection wavelength was 260 nm, and column
temperature was 30 ‘C. Results All mentioned five nucleosides can be detected from C. militaris. However, cordycepin and
N6-(2-hydroxyethyl)-adenosine were undetected in the other three Cordyceps species. The sample preparation method of C. militaris
has a great effect on the content of nucleosides. The content of uridine, vernine and adenosine was the highest in samples prepared by
ultrasonic extraction 180 min. Cordycepin was stable form six sample preparation methods, and N6-(2-hydroxyethyl)-adenosine was
unbearable to heat and acid. The contents of cordycepin and N6-(2-hydroxyethyl)-adenosine were the same in four preparation
methods. Conclusion This experiment provides a basis for the quality analysis of C. militaris and its extracts. Cordycepin and
N6-(2-hydroxyethyl)-adenosine can be used as markers for the quality control of C. militaris and its extracts.
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1 L Cordyceps militaris (L.) Link X %164
L, R R B DL U e B BN TR IR
3 EB R RN T AU, K E B Cordyceps
sinensis (Berk) Sacc. 4% HUE B LR 27 A 75 W i ik
BFR R HE T R RE A g R PR TR E A
PRBL R BB (CS-4) i I I DL 75 25 1 i
SRR R R TR AR E A B 2 4. SCRRIRGE
HRRAWRE . BH. IRHE. RERN N6-2-#4
Fo)-lpt (BURTEIRR N6) 55 OB R 2 M ) = L)
oy B, @t CS-4 FI& th B BT AL,
HEA W U DU, R
IR U B P AR B AR 22—,

KT ORI i A 2K a3 ) SR BT U
JR B T AT 1 2 I ARE P 0 (R 25 ) 2015 4ERR
H L 90% FEBE INAA I 30 min il £ A& U Bt
WA, UE RS EAREDT 0.01%M; (R
ke SPEMERFITE (2003 fROY & HRE
B S ORARE b IR IR A2 DL 60% &I K R 75 4
B 10 mint" e P AT P ARHE R B R R
JREF (R0 5 v BORAR taniiE) H DABB 4K 180
min'l; R T _EIRIREUT 40, AT L 20% FEEK
NAREGAT, #EAE 30 mint'Y; ERA K OAIREUE ],
A 30 min BRI BERRARERE ; LWk /K g A 7k
30 min; BL0.5%BERK OV FRIGATT, HA 30
min" 5L FIRECT R, BT RROFROAR, &
mERERREESERANEZER, &RE 0.05%,
TARAT RA 0.01%" "7, dfi sh B3 S — 10 7

A TR AR, I B R SCERRIE PR S E RO
FAZERCK . [FIRF, e F P R S A5 i FE Am B A 78 4 AH
[F, AR UBRE bR, ARSI EER
fabro BRI, R H —Fp RO SE R 7 i00) i s R
BT RS, B EEE . ALK HPLC
VRGN R AT 5k, AT VP B R
JRERAEA B 7 VAR AR -

1 UEH5RH

1.1 ¢35

Waters 5 SR AH €154 (L5 €2695 DUIL,
2998 PDA #5ill#%, Empower 3.0 TAFuE); 5
ODS-3 Cig#t (250 mmX 4.6 mm, 5 um); /5%
Z—H T IR (Mettler Toledo); KQ-500V %Y
AP E S (RLmEAEMSAERARD;
TDZ4-WS & AL E.0HL GHICE R AF]D.

12 X%

HIE. SIS CREFERMEA R A ));
AONHEEAK . XHRRELIREF (bS5 887-200202). 5
(HIt'5 111977-201501) RE (fit'5 110879-200202)
ABEER (IS 110858-201503) W4 E b E £ fh 2 5%
e AR, BN T 98%;: N6 I Fifg[H M
EMHEARBEBERAT, #58 17071122, LHEE
W3 [FU= 524508, REFH % A RE R Cordyceps
sinensis (Berk) Sacc., S50 T ORAT s I HL 5 CS-4.
HAER B R G B AR F) 5K, Hil R B T
SRS, TSR Ik GREH D . B
UNEFNEISYIE SN

#1 HEmiER

Table 1 Samples information

e Y5 EYE % B Y5 I

g 1 J % A (JCYCC17022301) [ 20 J % G (SHYY)
2 J7% A (JCYCC16120701) 21 J"% G (TINKY)
3 J % A (JCYCC17011401) 22 J % H (BSZ20170602)
4 J” % B (BZ20170629) 23 J"% H (BSZ20150610)
5 7% B (BZ20170301) 24 J"Z H (BSZ20160301)
6 7% B (BZ20170622) 25 J"% H (BSZ20160302)
7 "% B (BZ20170705) 26 J % 1 (SH-201701)
8 J7Z% B (BZ20170505) 27 J72J (YB-001)
9 SEIGE H ) (BZ20170622) 28 J”F K (BSZ20170314, 28U
10 S = Hil (BZ20170629) CS-4 29 J % K (BSZ Cs-4)
11 J % C (HS20170612) 30 J % L (JC Cs-4)
12 J7% D (WYT201710001) 31 "% M (WYT1701004)
13 J &% D (WYT201710002) 32 "% N (BSZ-1, $2E¥)
14 J X E (SH-1) 33 J % N (BSZ-2, $2EW)D
15 J "% E (SH-2) 34 J % N (BSZ-3, $=2EW))
16 J % F (QJ-1) KRR 35 "% 0 (TIXD, ¥A)
17 J R F (QI-2) 36 S = Hif (TRT-1D
18 J K F (QI-3) 37 S E S (TRT-2)

19 J % F (QJ-4)

Ry £ 38

J % P (JC-BM)
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2 HESHR
2.1 BIEEHG

BIEH N BE ODS-3 Cig A (250 mm X 4.6
mm, 5um); WA ALE (A) FEE4iK (B),
FAEEBEM: 0~10 min, 2.5% A; 10~15 min, 2.5%~
7% A; 15~30 min, 7% A; 30~30.1 min, 7%~2.5%
A; 30.1~40 min, 2.5% A; AR E 0.8 mL/min;
Kl KN 260 nm; #3730 °C; #EFEE Y 10 ul.
2.2 MEESEARIHE

FEEPRBOEREIRE . S . REZEA N6
XTHES, BT 20 mL &R, AN 20% FBEKIEAE,
HMBERZIE, WSPEKRE S 5120, 51.80,
102.20. 99.40. 98.20 pg/mL VRS HE AT
2.3 HiX AR T &
231 KHFERIL KPS (FEf 4) 02 g
BT 25 mL BHIZE =R, A 20 mL & 4iKRE ],
FRoE i, HBAHRE 180 min, JHA G LLEBAL KK
JefiE, AEI 10 mL Wl T E 0T 4 000
t/min £50> 10 min, L EIEHA 0.22 pm £t P8
e, BRI, Bl
2.3.2 20% M EEEE AR RSB RREURE S CFF
4) 0.2 g BT 25 mL HE =M+, MA 20 mL
20%HEERE ), e e, @AHEI 30 min, 1K
R G LA 20% A R TR, RES)JEEL 10 mL I
FELEH 4 000 r/min B0 10 min, B G0
0.22 um 4+ Rid PR IE, B FRedmA, BEl,
233 KEFIRBUS INNBERR RS REURES, (FF
i 4) 02 g BT 25mL £, MA 20 mL H4iK
FEL], HEAPEEL 30 min, JEOA G I NEEER 100 uL,
PUBAIKER RZIE . Y’ 3 min, HL 10 mL W
FELEF 4 000 r/min #5010 min, B EBRH
0.22 pm £ JERR IR, BT RERHE, RIS
234 WhKEAEREEC REEAEGES (FEm4) 02 g
BT 25mL HE=MHF, A 20 mL #KRES], i
R, AP 30 min, AR LIKAMEFE. 10

mL BT B0 T 4 000 r/min B0 10 min, B
A 0.22 pm £t pEds e, B PR, B9,
235 90% FREMAREIASEEL KB ARIBORE i (FE
4) 0.2 g ET 100 mL FJELH+, A 20 mL 90%
FEEKRES], FREE, 7£ 85 CHnFEImIER 30
min, JAJE L 90% FREEK AN R R & . B O
0.22 pm £ pERRUEE, B TAERIEF, RI4E.
2.3.6  0.5%MERR/KE AR KRG BRI fh CFE
4)0.2 g BT 25 mL B ZE =AM+, I 20 mL 0.5%
WERR/KHES], FRE &, 8 A 2L 30 min, X 10 mL
EWCT B0 4 000 r/min 2540 10 min, BEEH
H0.22 um £ pESS 8, B TR, RIS,
24 ZMXRER

FEE R “2.27 TR RA X B 0.1 0.2+
0.4, 1.0, 2.0, 5.0 mL 737 & 10 mL &JEH, I 20%
R ERBZIE, B8, malicidx “2.1” DU
PSR RERE, TOSRIETIAN . DGR A ALRR (1),
X R TR AR bR (XD BEATERMERIE, A5 [E )
T FHRA X R BE MR, 25 LGRS 3
A 10 FbrHEZE SR PR AN E B IR, S5 LK 2.
2.5 X SRIARS & A IEAIERE

SKH 6 FhJ7 k] £ b RO A A, TR R
€217 TR EOIEAARRAT I E, SR, RS
PRl 28 TH R S AL T RO Ry 4, Wk 3, &
R 1. B 3 BRI, MEENER, HEE
TR MELF; N6 TE IRl AR M 45 1F T vl Bk IR,
TR S, REMRERIOLRE T T RE AR
HeAb, W=BEERARTF . RERRARTT. WEFRRARTRLE
FH 7K B33 7K v VR B R0 s 4 Bt A T
FEAL R R A St o T H By Y ZKGER 75 HR
180 min I iZFAA BETER, 5 NY/T 2116-2012
& pE— 2, FEKH A FREL 180 min R & B &Y
1o RIS A I 20% F R 75 2 B 180 min Bt A
SERCCA B . AEBR AR S5 T 1) &
W5E A, JREMIRTFNEE, SRR EERE

F2 5 MR MAARERZ

Table 2 Linear equations and limits of quantification for analytes

X R LT r LMV g & & FR/ng F PR /g
S Y=3 050 3421 X—650 1.000 0 0.005~0.512 0.95 0.19
B Y=29813 117 X—1265 0.999 7 0.005~0.518 1.80 0.36
it Y=41232 609 X+2 470 1.000 0 0.010~1.022 0.62 0.19
MR Y=40 580 521 X+2 155 1.000 0 0.001~0.994 0.70 0.28
N6 Y=33 702 060 X+4 351 0.999 9 0.001~0.982 1.28 0.51
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Table 3 Mass fractions of nucleosides by different sample preparation methods
il & 77 ¥ JRFF /% B3 /% R /% HEE/ % N6/%
K A H2HL 180 min 0.1592 0.101 8 0.2159 0.206 9 0.184 1
20% iR 75 $2 X 30 min 0.044 4 0.017 5 0.082 3 0.204 7 0.182 1
KB A HEHL 30 min INNBERR 0.0399 0.0377 0.0757 0.206 1 0.180 6
WK S $EEY 30 min 0.036 9 0.026 4 0.068 2 0.208 9 0.1818
90% FF i (A1 3 $2 HL 30 min 0.009 4 SRAGI 2 0.024 8 02125 0.039 4
0.5% R KA 75 H2HX 30 min 0.020 7 0.006 3 0.024 8 0.204 3 0.0392
3 4
KB HREL 180 min . 20% LR £ X 30 min
1 3 5
2 5
1
2
# 4
KGR HRIN 30 min M\ GERR P AGHE I 30 min
3 5
1 2
¢ 4
90% B [A L F2HY 30 min 0.5% M /K 8 75 2 X 30 min

1-JRFF

-5 3Rt 4-mEEER

5-N6, F[A

l-uridine 2-vernine 3-adenosine 4-cordycepin 5-N6, same as below

1 TEBIEAZER (Fm4) HEIEE
Fig.1 HPLC of samples from different preparation methods

&, PrAaFEAT RS BHRAL, X mB AR
a0, BT OL R, Ak <2317
TR 2.3.2 7 L 53 46 itk i i, e 2.3.17
L7V AT CATR] IS 0 i A R 5 M R
H; “2.3.27 BT TT LA SE i Ok P RS AR
7y B N6 5 &
2.6 HEEERAR

W “2.27 TN R AR MSEW 1% “2.17 T

N EIERAFELSLHEAE 6 X, iSRUET AR, SR RSD.
SEREIR, R ST, IR, BHEZA Ne WEH
L RSD 73514 0.75% 1.10%. 1.19%. 1.19%F0
1.23%, REAUIHEE LR IF
2.7 BREMRIE

i 2 W B[] — oy Rk VS (4 S
mh), % “2.17 TR A AR T T 04 2,
4, 8. 12, 24 h #FE, S5RFMIL “2.3.17 Tk
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Bl BT, IR BHF. IR, RELEA Ne
W AR RSD 7358 2.77%- 2.14%- 3.33%- 0.28%
H10.26%, i B AL A AR 24 h R I R AT

2 W [R] — i o oy il i S (4 S
an), % “2.17 TR A& T 00 24 44 8.
12, 24 h #EFE, bRl g5 RER MR “2.3.27
WUR 7 s s, SR S, IRE. &
FEFE A N6 WA RSD 4354 43.37%. 37.25%-
27.69%- 2.05%F1 0.28%; JRFF A FIERF i
THIAR A B[R] 3G DT s T B Z AT N6 7E 24 h
Rt R,
28 EEMHRAE

A PR HL A — fied B R (4 SRR 6
B, & “2.3.07 TR ARV, & “2.17 T
NIRRT THEIRE . B,
JIREF L LR Z AN N6 Ji &40 $0 RSD 43 5l 2.96%
1.96%- 1.17%- 0.57%%10.23%, FHIEE M RIT,

A PR B A — b BB A (4 SHRERD 6
B, & “2.3.27 TR &AL, % “2.17 T
TEIEFEERE, dSREIA . THE R RA N6
J &4 B RSD 43518 0.57%F1 0.23%, KHEL
PRI MRE. SHABRERESE00 RSD K
T 10%, EEME.
2.9 MAEEENERIRLE

b B AR (4 SFERD 6 4, &R 0.1 g,
FEERRE, T AREFEIA 20 mL —ERBHRET. &
. OMRE . RERM N6 XFHREAER, % “23.17
T il AR A, 1% “2.17 TUR ik 2 kAT
Wsg, HEREE, R, SFE. R, RERA
N6 [P~ RIS 43 510N 103.55%496.33%496.77%-
99.27%#H 97.45%, RSD {H¥I/NT 2.3%, RFAT;
EESER R LT

U B RS (4 SR 6 43, B 0.1 g,
FEERRE, 43 ARSI 20 mL — & & 1 S5 AN
N6 XTHE AW, 1% “2.3.27 TN hil 4k Ve,
% “2.17 DU A AR T E, tHEREE. R
B A N6 [T ¥ UK 4y A 102.67%
101.55%, RSD fHI/NT 2.1%, FHHA TR
RAf.
2.10 HESME

M4 DA B ST i, AR A “2.3.17
“2.3.27 2 BTSSR IS, Hod “2.3.17 1
il T AR A e 5 MEHEI S R, “2.3.27

il 2 A IR R B N6 &R, R
Ao es 3 . R “2.17 TR i Sk
BEATIE, 192N, RIWRAEdh St H &A%
RO BT, SR LR 4.

Al AL CS-4 FIA B B, 2 I e
WEARE . B, R HEEA NG 5 MY,
T R B 22 AR 4 U RN B R Z0R N6, L] 2.

R W 5 &5 SRR L B AR 5 BB i
(B 3): dfdisofy (FEA 15, 21) R EESEN R
HEREEN 3 fEU L, TTRER CS-4 FldE d R R
Hrot, BOE LI R EDR IR, B R — IR E
U ROy (FEAR 19) ISR 17~28 min FEZEAN
F, B HAWABYI, SR ReB A A B R
gre ZHUEEN (FEA 35) BitRMEEA 15 K
ERL, PR HA A A U B R
3 itig
3.1 HE, CS4MEHIEZEKTAIXS]

5 ORER o SCRRARIE 45 R — 5, D HU LR STk
RIEAHE R R EA REER, A ABH TR
PR e A R B I R AN A S U
g FURELY . IR, ASSZIG UL B R N6 A
LR RS, AR AR T DA G 42 i) g Hy 2
J AR E T

I FREAR ) . Cs-4 K Cs-4 #EEU. X E
TR €2.3.27 T VA S R S R 5 PR
B P FIIRE 24 h AR E M, I &40 208 RSD
853 5N 0.45%. 2.87% 0.15%; 0.31%- 0.51%-
0.20%; 0.32%-. 0.41%. 0.12%; 6.56%. 7.73%A
5.69%. X HTIR IR, T RE SR RS CS-4 H s
Cs-4 $EHUIER & B A KN A B, JRE
BRI L& 5 AL B IR, R B — M aE
KA. & RE BREA N IR RS IR 1T RE IR AAF
BT 5 AR G . b B (0 0 Tk R o 1
HALBURA AN
32 WWHERERHNEE

0 AR FL R e — bR, B AT Z DU
. ZHMH BRI R e BT 5%
I FEA R 2T 2R . ARSI T I — L SR 1)
TEA— G A A IR I . ARSI N
W EH R ) SR s SR TR . BT DR A “2.3.17
7 v & A s g 5 MEE ISR, W]
PLRA “2.3.27 107 ) 45 il it VA ikt B 3R
HUN6 5 5 o AR T 7R AR W i 45 5 T DURE i He
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R4 BHEAPERRSSBNTOER n=3)
Table 4 Quantitative determination results of nucleosides in samples (n = 3)
oy KB 2 X 180 min 20% H Bk 7 2 L 30 min
PR % 515 /% JRE/%  RER%  N6/% RERY% N6/%
1 0.094 1 0.075 3 0.3104 0.309 5 0.143 7 0.346 0 0.158 0
2 0.092 1 0.070 7 0.282 6 0.3294 0.1450 0.329 1 0.150 7
3 0.093 8 0.075 6 0.3200 0.326 7 0.144 1 0.340 8 0.156 0
4 0.159 2 0.101 8 0.2159 0.206 9 0.184 1 0.211 8 0.179 6
5 0.071 8 0.062 0 0.152 3 0.195 8 0.1330 0.194 3 0.1358
6 0.118 1 0.1053 0.189 6 0.284 6 0.090 9 0.282°8 0.096 8
7 0.114 1 0.100 9 0.184 0 0.210 7 0.1420 0.216 2 0.1512
8 0.0759 0.085 2 0.172 0 0.129 4 0.097 8 0.130 5 0.1109
9 0.049 0 0.047 2 0.1302 0.169 2 0.0539 0.187 4 0.067 3
10 0.118 3 0.098 1 0.214 1 0.1715 0.109 8 0.1550 0.1155
11 0.171 8 0.1120 0.1755 0.382 4 0.280 6 0.3910 0.2859
12 0.1323 0.1139 0.2114 0.175 1 0.142 8 0.180 1 0.1579
13 0.148 6 0.126 0 0.214 8 0.1755 0.1390 0.184 2 0.147 5
14 0.191 8 0.144 4 0.211 0 0.318 1 0.2252 0.3532 0.2373
15 0.1344 0.091 5 0.1839 0.052 8 0.080 3 0.069 8 0.096 3
16 0.307 6 0.1553 0.1919 0.376 3 0.200 5 03715 0.202 2
17 0.1424 0.072 3 0.1510 0.1856 0.128 4 0.1854 0.111 4
18 0.171 6 0.1211 0.2210 0.1543 0.1397 0.1532 0.138 7
19 0.1420 0.1259 0.120 3 0.067 8 0.178 6 0.060 9 0.1812
20 0.128 6 0.060 3 0.140 8 0.1570 0.1259 0.173 3 0.1142
21 0.182 7 0.150 8 0.2215 0.030 0 0.073 9 0.033 7 0.078 5
22 0.173 6 0.117 8 0.169 9 0.1575 0.107 8 0.161 6 0.116 1
23 0.043 4 0.012 7 0.050 9 0.163 7 0.065 4 0.160 1 0.064 4
24 0.170 5 0.118 6 02221 0.2957 0.1557 0.2714 0.1518
25 0.172 6 0.123 7 0.2253 0.2952 0.1556 0.273 5 0.154 5
26 0.092 9 0.089 5 0.175 8 0.2373 0.136 2 0.238 1 0.136 8
27 0.257 6 0.209 8 0.2709 0.204 7 0.269 4 0.2104 0.260 0
28 0.1958 0.1311 0.248 9 0.4879 0.333 1 0.407 0 0.218 7
29 0.273 6 0.233 6 0.3010 — — — —
30 0.068 3 0.044 5 0.2855 — — — —
31 0.458 1 0.262 6 0.263 9 — — — —
32 0.367 7 0.293 0 0.624 8 — — — —
33 0.927 4 0.647 2 0.8155 — — — —
34 0.344 4 0.284 4 0.598 5 — — — —
35 0.152'5 0.148 3 0.1254 0.029 6 0.022 2 0.043 3 0.0189
36 0.1110 0.120 5 0.056 8 — — — —
37 0.065 4 0.064 0 0.065 4 — — — —
38 0.028 7 0.026 8 0.598 1 — — — —

“— RAE

“—" not detected
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2 REWEBS (A). WHE (B). Cs-4(C) FAZXHAEE (D) A HPLC
Fig. 2 HPLC of mixed reference substances (A), C. militaris (B), CS-4 (C), and C. sinensis (D)
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FE& 21
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t/min
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3 ERMMAE. BEHERE HPLC
Fig.3 HPLC of suspected fake and adulterated samples
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e

W R AR I R ER R P R 1
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