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Species discrimination of Bupleuri Radix in herbs works of past dynasties
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Abstract: Bupleuri Radix, originally appeared in Chinese materia medica (CMM) dating from the Han Dynasty, is a commonly used
herb in clinical practice. According to ancient Chinese medical literatures, the morphological description of Bupleuri Radix was vague
based on the species-rich and similar patterns, thus it exhibited significantly problems in species identification of Bupleuri Radix which
applied in ancient Chinese medicine clinical practice. This paper summarizes important descriptions of morphology and efficacy of
Bupleuri Radix from CMM in past dynasties. Research results from modern scholars about identification Bupleuri Radix are
summarized to find out which species of Bupleuri Radix in clinic by traditional Chinese physicians. A kind of Bupleurum plants, having
consistent efficacy, were used by traditional Chinese physicians before the Tang Dynasty, then Bupleurum scorzonerifolium., B.
yinchowense, and Stellariae dichotoma var. lanceolata were used as Bupleuri Radix simultaneously. Stellariae Radix, its efficacy is
different from the efficacy of Bupleuri Radix, was distinguished from Bupleuri Radix in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. With the
deepening of research of taxonomy, “Bei Chai Hu” (corresponded to B. chinese DC.) and “Nan Chai Hu” (corresponded to B.
scorzonerifolium Willd.) first appeared in the Ming Dynasty and the Republic of China era respectively.
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