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Abstract: Curcumae Radix is not only a kind of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM), but also a common natural dyestuff. It has the
effects of activating blood, relieving pain, moving gi for relieving depression, clearing heart and cooling blood, and curing jaundice.
The commonly used processing methods are cutting, stir frying, stir-frying with vinegar, and stir-frying with wine. As the basis of
TCM clinical treatment, the correct selection and the quality of the processed products are directly related to the safety and
effectiveness of the clinical medication of TCM. On the basis of a comprehensive consulting, sorting and analyzing of the ancient
and modern medical literatures, this paper summarizes the historic successive changes and current status in studies on quality
evaluation methods of Curcumae Radix, which provides the necessary reference and scientific basis for the standardization of
Curcumae Radix.
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Table 1 Brief introduction of different ancient processing methods of Curcumae Radix before 1912
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Table 2 Different processing methods of Curcumae Radix in Chinese Pharmacopoeia and local processing specifications
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