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Historical story on natural medicinal chemistry: Avermectin and ivermectin
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College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Hebei Medical University, Shijiazhuang 050017, China

Abstract: Microorganisms have provided abundant sources of natural products, which have been developed as commercial products
for human medicine, animal health, and plant crop protection. Avermectin discovered from Sreptomyces avermectinius was the first
macrocyclic lactones against parasitic worms. The semi-synthetic derivative of avermectin, ivermectin, was used to treat
onchocerciasis and lymphatic filariasis in human. Two scientists were awarded the Nobel Prize for the great contribution to the
discovery and research of these drugs. This paper reviewed the study and development of avermectins and ivermectin. This is one of the
series papers about historical story on natural medicinal chemistry.
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=B S AP S ERIEN ) A YR KR
R EERIEZ —, VF2 WA I R
IR NZY, BIUnfE 20 thag 40 ER LB
2% (penicillin). #EF % (streptomycin) 5. UL
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E1 KAEHIE (L) F William C. Campbell 1% (&)
Fig. 1 Prof. Satoshi Omura (left) and Prof. William C.
Campbell (right)

A3 I A 2 [l Jo ST o TR 2 R AR 4E B A TR
M2, RILXTLL 2 A7 v DURBRAGE NARE R K
AR, [FIR # BERe4h 25t 9t TR LU 7R o
1 MERZHNLZNMFERRLE

o 24 77 3% PR R I KA B 4% 1958 AF LAY
K2~ (University of Yamanashi) b 5 7E 7= 5L #f57
S Tl AR 2. KRR AR H AR R F
(University of Tsukuba) R & AR H K% (Tokyo
University of Education) 35 % RIRGY) ¥ F
FIR#A% (Nakanishi Koji, 1925—) [T F%2], J&
2 FAMER B N IR U TR, 1963 4F 58 bl A 78
ABRFE, 1965 ik AL BB 5Tt (Kitasato Institute)
TAE, 1968 FFIRAR TR 25 A1 2247, 1970 43
SRR AR B A T A . 1971 4F KR
b3 [ T HEE 22 K% (Wesleyan University), £
4 Max Tishler ##% (1906—1989, & 2) [T TF I 4
T 2 B2, XN R B A4 I
—ANE AT

B2 Max Tishler %1% (Z) 5 H. Boyd Woodruff 151 (%)
Fig. 2 Prof. Max Tishler (left) and Dr. H. Boyd Woodruff

(right)

Tishler #(#% & K B AL 7 A 1L &F AN, T
1933, 1934 4FE7E Sl K27 56 Jm SRAS A 1 A 42
fir, 1937 SERBEHEANBRTC A (Merck & Co.) L.
e, BAENERYD AR BB (Merck Sharp Dohme
Research Laboratories) 41 57 N FER 78 A =] 1 =5 2%
RIS, IS5 744K B (VB 4R
C (VO EZMALERULFTER. BHERMNITH

Fa Ceortisone) 55 HIWF A5 KA AL, Fenl &=
il A B 7 2 W A A 7, AR T O B
a2 A, HONER T 2w Aok 1T ECR BRI, 1969
F Tishler U MNE L A FRILRIK, 50 T flifEiX B
32 LA BN AR VE . Tishler %14 & HHAT 3L [E 4L
2#4> (American Chemical Society) =/ Fl13E [E {r.2%
o8& (J AmChem Soc, JACS) FE4w. 1987 4F
# AR (Ronald Reagan) & 4u#% T E K El K =
(National Medal of Science), PAF AL X 50 4F[q]
X ZE RN SARE B IR TR - 1970 48 Bt AT Tishler
— ELAE DI 2 KA BT .

1536 E & 5 ) HATE], KA 9 Tishler 20475
T2 BT A F A BT PR AU LI R P 2R 5K
3% ERHERL B+ H. Boyd Woodruff i+ (1917—,
Kl 2). Woodruff & /2H14 2 2 5 Selman Waksman
(1888—1973) (A, AR o - 31 1) 8 % L 17 i
2 2 (actinomycin). 1971 4F Woodruff {8 4=kt
HA, AREE e A m SR T 7 A1EmI
EHRA BN LI FHITE R T, X
A RE R PR AEE L —

1973 SRR B B H A, AFH AL BB 5 bt
VIR EER, BT N IR RAE Y h F4R
Fe FUEVRIWT ST, [FAFEAL EATE T o 5 56 [ BR st
FTESLATER R 1974 45, KA FE X B 2R
M )1%% (Kawana) = /R KBRIZ BT WCER (1) 38 RE A
HOEH T MRS RN E, SR
Ab 53 ANETEIETE I B RFE AR — R A ER I AT
Firo 1975 4, SEEBMA Rl — REE R,
RILIX — TR PR B 77 6 FF A5 L Nematospiroides
dubius Baylis /& Z% KRR B E TGN, JREH
%5 I € %4 N Sreptomyces avermitilis Kim &
Goodfellow ([ZE8EREpE . PRIEER N .. KOS
W, B3>, 2002 4, KA HIRNEEEAS. A,
AN FEES TR ARG R, KBHEHGEN
SQreptomyces avermectinius (Fi4E4E & ) 1,

3 MAEHSENERER
Fig. 3 Micrograph of Sreptomyces avermectinius
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TEJG BT, BRZCAE ST ¥ Thomas W.
Miller 15 FH (1% 772 R AR IR B vh 70 AR 3 1 —
REMAFREH 16 TR N BERAEVRT 4E
W, K s 8 AN . A, William C. Campbell
PR WEPERRIIPT4ERE R B, AT T
INVEAR BB 5T, IR 2 Fhah g A=t Je B ok
WRTE R AR I AR SRR 1979 4, KA
Z1BA+ Miller [ B\ 5 Campbell FBA > HIBEAT T 504
Yoy e . SRl 55T, EHEAEI R RS
Bk sE, DUKBTAER R B, MVETE 3 J7 it
A& T LA “Avermectins, new family of potent
anthelmintic agent” Jy¥: M 3 £, Bk
R RIS EFE — KB 0 Nk N b ar 4 s f
FRAE I 4R % d125 (endectocides ) 7 (g 12,
2 HEJE, BROCHIE S A BN SRS TR 4 B R 4
LEMEER (B4 1,

Z J& » Campbell [ BA 4k 52 %} Fi 4 b 25 33 47 25
B 535 M0 %€, Jack Chabala 18 =K fi 4 B
3 B M By (7 C-22, 23 WEE#EAT TR, 135ik

O/

0~ "0,

RhCI(PPhs)s, Hy (1 atm)
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HO.,
o
o~ o,
avermectins
R, R, XY R;

A, CGHs CH; CH=CH
Ay, CHs CH;  CH,-CH(OH)
B, GHs H CH=CH
Bya CHs H CH,-CH(OH)
A, CH; CH; CH=CH
Ay,  CH;  CHy;  CH,-CH(OH)
By, CH, H CH=CH OR,
By, CH;y H

B4 8 MAEERLSEN
Fig. 4 Chemical structures of eight avermectins

JRJE f R0 22,23- A4 R B AW
(22,23-dihydroavermectin By, »,» 5 B1,=80%,
B1p<x20%). £ KK, @I RAEE RN
BT HUE M S S M. Campbell ¥ 22,23-X
SRR R A OB R (B 5) T 1981
G, B YETE 2 S PR R AR T A F R AR
ZNHTARN. RO AMEE 2T, BAS T ER
J -

CH,-CH(OH)

. OH
avermectin B, : R= CH,CH;
By, : R=CHj;

PhCH3,25 C, 18 h
85%

ivermectin

22,23-dihydroavermectin By,
B,=80%, B;,<20%

5 MM4EZR B, (TEMARERRHRE

Fig. 5 Reaction from avermectin B, to ivermectin

2 AEERANFIEEENA

ISR R, B4R B R PRI T y-2
HTPR (gamma-amino butyric acid, GABA) &
A, RENS PELIWTar A U5 S A5, T L RRE B
[F) Bof e 4 B 2 B A A T 27 AR S R T 1 A B T
WIE, W PR AR RERR A RT A
FiliE (glutamate-gated chloride channels), FEUK
HRE TR GEM,  §00 i i 28 B AL
i, BURMRERAT. (F 6). BN AL AR
H GABA P& AL T A2 2 BR [ 14 &5 1 IliE,
JIT AR 48 B 2 0 He e % KR L . WL sl ik iy,

GABA T7AE T HNX o2 245, 1 M0 57 P it % BEL 1 -
BoT ¢ B 2R N FLrb, R R 4 T 2 T LS 2
HAR 2 4l BT B R R P ML S — B R
FUANIE, X AR P A 2 P2t B B
RIFMTha, R AR, R, 7
Ht T dal /i, Rkt N, BRESTSEE
LR ey i

20 el 70 FAC, A DAL (WHO) L
VEN REEAEMNGTTHRA TR, RIAE TG — ik &)
A 10%H NS 40 UL EBMEEEN, B
A1) 30% I NISIE A FIFEEE R IR R, K2 H0F4)
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Fig. 6 Mode of action of avermectin at nematode synapse

JUEAFTERIZUN R R . R REs 19, ISR
SR E R KL H 36 4, i 2 AN A ARSI
ATHBIX o HH T IX P00 22 AV TRT 9 3, ALk
WeFR T ESE (river blindness, & 7). L w5k,
X =i H— My i R 22 s AR gk, N4
#Fe 22 99 (onchocerciasis), X254 HUd I A= 1575
AEIFAHT (IR L PR SRR T o S JER A% 4, B AT DAAE
MNENFE 15 2N, H M4 LR ot 22 i)
(microfilariae) . i FR AR 221 Re % 75 26 T Nk 2 R4
IR E AL, 2251 R 2RE S N AN F4EH 21
WA o TS BETI, JRGE 2e E R ZU IR SRE SN
H AR AN S A B R AR . A e gL 2 IR B 5
A2, AR ITZANE R RAKH .

7 AEE (B) 5&K%E (B BE
Fig. 7 Patient of river blindness (left) and elephantiasis
(right)

AT EYGX — A R, WHO. i SR AT
(World Bank). I B JF & it %% (the United
Nations Development Programme, UNDP) 54 [H
o AR 4 21 ( Food and Agriculture
Organization, FAO) 4 MG BN T 1974 FFAETE
11 HBEA IR TR 2 JR SR
(Onchocerciasis Control Program), BiiG A 13X 3 000
Jis W kX o @ 120 55 F 5 B

Chttp://www.who.int/blindness/partnerships/onchocerc
iasis_ OCP/en/).

EA], TAEN O3 A I A B i 5 7
Ha AR AR ] B B A% B, AR HAT HOE AU
A IO DX H I 70 o B A 2 1 )RR . 5
UEIRII,  Campbell £ 34T 04 i 3 5 PR FU L A2
W, R I BRI R AR 1 34 e 42 L Onchocerca
cervicalis 1, X2 FEIWEREMAERE LR
Onchocerca volvulus MR . B 52 w5 HTRA
THUG T AL =2 T RE U FH TR T IR B RE I 9T

1981—1982 4, BRTCHTFL TS 12 7 HUE 5K
Mohammed Aziz (1929—) {5 5B HkAT I ML 58
BT AR R NAR SIS, S B VAT B AR AR A
e TR 22 5 e i, AR N T ) B AT BR s X
TRk E 22 B35 (lymphatic filariasis, X4 %%
J#i, elephantiasis, & 7) [F&EE, FL4ERRHEA
B E P T e A R B R A
JEANRL T RINMTTNE R, ZHEZRZ L
mRREST, BRI A W] 5 KR B % 3 [F) 28 A H
PAE TR 2R 28 & T I LR R A R ER A F
A BAEHL, RFFH.0 (The Carter Center, H3E
E HI A4t Jimmy Carter KRS, FIHEEFIHLD 1E
W Z 07 E bR EE, N YER R4 T1E 1987 48
EE BT, R &AM Mectizan. [F4E, CORCNER
/~ ¥ CEO f#) Roy Vagelos B A7 H & {7 4 & 2= a4 1
%Il (Mectizan Donation Program, MDP), H 1987
FELK, B AFCIE 30 2 NEKBM 1 25
fCR YR &R . Bk 2015 45, COFIE 15 LA TE
A RIRTT TR B . BT, JEINTE
T AL e 22 s DR BR s 22 2016 FF 9 H, f T 3
et SR, SPEE. JBNEZ /RS HMe L 4
W EAWEHE B TIX—%% (MDP B 7 Wt £,
http://www.mectizan.org)

BEE R AR SR, P2 TR R ) A PR A
Wr g & . wow H T T BE R & R
(streptocerciasis) %, WEHHHT (myiasis) P71, jigE
U (trichinosis) 845, 4R ZA TIER . R
2955 (Leishmaniasis). #EAH (trypanosomiasis)
DA R 5L 8 B 5 R i A — e IR IR .
HATH4E R = PR e PLaitz. PURE T
AT RPN, BeAh, BT T IR VAT
RORARAGRIEP X 7 R R A A AT I R
B, N AR g B R A DTk
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3 MERZRTEAYSELERHAR

Pz /25 1 MR ABES (macrolides,
MLs) HIftarEfizy). BaaER4EmE = L 2 AR
ATAEY LB 2R B ORSREY),  BE 22 R BT 4E 1 2R 24T
A2 R k. H R L2 77 282K 2 Tl 4
R R PARL A WILE 80 1 20~90 © 10 PHEATHCEL
REPY, WERTE A FIF KK Abamectin ik 2 Bl 4
B IREY) (B1,>80%, B1,<20%), 1985 fE1E
BORFNEH THEE  CUR R R 2R M AR B CR)E
SRUE_ LT, B 4N Vertimee 5 Agrimec (5% LUTH
. oW ED, PUE B AE R C(acaricide) .
i 245 A FI UG AL IX — 8, T2 — RYIREE
WEEE A duzgy EmtH. BAT, KR REEEH A
RGP RIS R, BRIP4 B 2 R AR R B R R
(milbemycins). ZHipEz (doramectin) J& 20 H42
90 AEAR 2 [ M5 A 7] (Pfizer & Co.) HHE[E 21
WiE K %% (University of Manchester) FIHfF 7% [ b\ iE
19 A )4 B (mutational biosynthesis) P&
IR AE R 2 55 3 AT . Doramectin 72 PAMS bt
FRIR (cyclohexanecarboxylicacid) SARIE, #idHE
IRl FE 2 1) Streptomyces aver mectinius 35 B ik & 9 5
RIS R, S50 BRI ZBT4ER & By 1 C-25 A
ERREE R AT () 8) P, R HEETGIT
A7 A N 2 g A ar AR L (Rl LAk
RIIFIPLAF A W) 2 — o ZEFI B 2 (selamectin)
JE M HG A 7] LA ¥R K022 B Dirofilaria immitis 2 H
PRI & 0 2 R R RATAEY), FESE RS
H C-5 filEHEth (& 8) B3, 3544 °A Revolution
Y5 Stronghold, H il J& T4 BR & K3 ¥ IR A Al
Zoetis CHlJis 2~ ®], B N S sh V) RS 1], 2012
ST IS

FESCPRE R, R 4 R R R AR B
Yy bR B R P E I R, DR, R
WA LT AR A, T RSPt =5

HO., P
} O
o

. B N,
doramectin OH selamectin oH

8 Doramectin 5 selamectin BJ45#4

Fig. 8 Structures of doramectin and selamectin

BEKHRZG . BT —EH, B AnlgEasd
VI o BoREE . 2R B R R, T
1994—1996 M\ 60 ARl FI 4k 22 A0 SIS H
g R/ B A (Vi - = = LI IRl <l
(eprinomectin, & 9), BIRT4ERZ B, ) C-4" {7 E
(1 12 5 1 2 BRI BT U AT AE Y, T
1997 fE3R#E BTT, BONE T8 & KRN
PE RBP4 W)

v
a9
}(N i _
0 : ]
o~ "0,

eprinomectin
B, : R=CH,CH;
By, : R=CHj;

OH
& 9 Eprinomectin B4

Fig. 9 Structures of eprinomectin

KIREZRIS (milbemycins) F) &I 216 H
TR F . 1967 4, HA=3L (Sankyo) Hhxlsx
# 7£  Sreptomyces hygroscopicus sub  sp.
aureolacrimosus KR KK R 2, H 50
PP A ANAE C-13 £ B/ T 1 ASXORESE, ARHE AL
GEE RS A SR IR A, SO
N a-ZAT B-A, 1983 4, milbemycin Az Al Ay [HTR
EW (307, B0 PAVER IR HA i,
1986 £, ¥4 milbemycin As. A4 ] C-5 FIEAS B i5
HJFRBIIATAEY (milbemycin Az 5-oxime<20%,
milbemycin A4 5-oxime=80%, K 10) 1E= AR &
% Milbemycin oxime CK/RUIf5) fEHA B, 3+
FHAE R IR R 254, 1990 4E/5, Milbemycin
oxime 7EZE[EMAHLAE LT, FHTHIG R0 22 HUBE G
RATT BAE R KA dt. Ancylostoma caninum B4

milbemycin
A3:R=CH; 0
A4:R= CH,CH;

milbemycin A 5-oxime: R=CH; N,
milbemycin A4 5-oxime : R= CH,CHj

OH

E 10 Milbemycin Ay/A,; 5 milbemycin Aj/A, 5-oxime %51
Fig. 10 Structures of milbemycin Aj/A; and milbemycin
Az/A4 5-oxime
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Je ¥L 7% T (nemadectin , 1) &5 —Fh
milbemycins FEATAEF=W), 1983 F-40 1) B9 [F 5 =
#4M (Glaxo Group) FIEEF A (American
Cyanamid) [} 5% B B A AE BRI E ()
ZIRD 4 B B JZR T Sreptomyces cyaneogriseus
noncyanogenus 154 F RIS 2, B2 bhid
nemadectin W7 BUE 2B R EETILAA, &
Bk, H C-23 4 LW FALATAE ) moxidectin
(PR Z. 5w T, K1) A, JF7 1990 4
T EAEBTARERT Ak, O — M S 2.

nemadectin
OH OH

moxidectin
11 Nemadectin 5 moxidectin A Z5%4

Fig. 11 Structures of memadectin and moxidectin

REPER R TamER, W16 T K
WEEBEZ S5 L&A 19 AT, 2 MR,
Z AR 5 PR A, (H 2 2 o A S )
EEMTECE M. 1986—1987 4F, MIERS
FFF) /R K% (University of Montreal) [F] Stephen
Hanessian (1925—) [P\ & S dikis 1 %5 il 48 B 3=
B, 14 & M7, 45225 Steven V. Ley™. James D.
White!' 1 Shuji Yamashital® "5} 5 Wk f5 &
AR TR T BT R Bl 2 G . b, HE
£ K2%1) Samuel J. Danishefsky B\ T 1989 45
TR E A, 2R, B4Em £ 7Y
milbemycins 2816 5 #) milbemycin B3+ D. E. G %%
() 4 & P 7 B SR A R0
4 MHERRMEYEK

FLAE 20 tE2D 80 4EAX, RN (A1 A(E 143 LA e
BH B 44 T 2 A2 0 6 BUS AR N B bR SRR B2 A
Streptomyces avermectinius 5 BRI #E AT IR AR R LT,
234 10 RERFT, PT4ERE R AED G RRie D EEA
] 81,5l i A G R 2 10 4 0t L
22 159601

Rl 4 B 22 AR ORI R 4 it R O
IR T IA G OFE KA & g (polyketide
synthase, PKS) 1EH T & it aa bl E il %, Bl 6,8a-

TEIR . 6,8a-Jt % 5-% B 4E B 22 0 1 1iC &= (6,8a-seco-
6,8a-deoxy-5-oxoavermectin aglycons); @54
G R EM, AEE. k. B R, TE
FSCIT 4 TR FE G A . @O AU R -L- 5 4
RWE (dTDP-L-oleandrose) 5 B 4 14 25 bl £ liC KL 1)
.

£ S. avermectinius (12 FAEF 5+ (K 12),
82 kb FAI%E &5 X 45 [l 4% B 25 AE W) & O 6 7 1)
A 18 M EHE (open reading frame,
ORF), M 17 B A Tt bl 4 0 2= 1 AE D6 e
TERERI R N1 60 kb T EEH, & H 4 K ORF:
aveAl-aveA2 fll aveA3-aveAd, 73 A4y 4 Fif 4k
W % KW k& K AVESI. AVES2. AVES3.
AVES4, 151X 26 R iR & B4 FH T 2 R 1 Bl 4 B
A R N I8 (aglycone lactone ) 4514 ; aveE
ISR P450 HN%EE (cytochrome P450
monooxygenase )i ft C-6 2 C-8a 7 BRIFIA 1 A &5
aveF 2w il FE 8 5 (B-ketoreductase, KD) H LA
5 C-5 Arfiidt; aveB 555U (oleandrose)
AR, FHiEIHEREL (glycosylation) 1 F A
T IR W 45 5 2 B 45 B 3 0 I A b R 2 O R
Y. WFFCIERM, C-13 1 C-4'fLff 2 55
TRRE A7 AE 0T T B 4 B 2 2 0 L R 1) 5 2 i 27 AR
HUETEERE T, M C-13 AL 1 FEFE AR IE 57 8 b
RE % 5 B 24k T 22 W L IC B # . AVES3 B 7
(module 7) A %ifi fii /KB (dehydratase, DH),
“ATT7 C-13 FrEEEMK SN, (HIX — b d P
ORIHZAE (histidine, His) #EEZER (tyrosine,
Tyr) B, WmkE T URe, SEERLENAEY
G RGERES C-13 R RS IR R, NREL M
RS T il FTLL, TR IX —B A 2 T8 1 /N AR
LRI R B A TN PLA AR s .

2001 —2003 4, KA & HBIAER T S
avermectinius & F 41741 (9025608 bases) Il
SEOT X HHRAWT AT S avermectinius AL IHL,
7R I AU TR TR B T v 7 R TR AR R =
Y B 2 B R T O B R AU A S A AT
RIVE Z B, HIF R —R4Y, BAE
KEE o
5 4%iE

PR EREER. BERZ G —EEN
KB TR RS, FE 5t R A H 1
DRI RIS DR M o Bl Bt Fe ke, R



¥4

Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 2% 48 % % 173§ 201749 A

° 3459 -

0 10 20 30 40

60 70 80 kb

=4 Dé
_‘. ‘\{“\‘\'\ 4 aveaz /'S:\ aveA3
1hbp 1
= ﬂL
Ave R Ave F Ave D Ave C Ave E

i L i 1
¢ avedd D%%‘%

]
G
- ""K
orfl Ave BI Ave BIII Ave BV Ave BVIL
Ave BII Ave BIV Ave BVI Ave BVIII

avermectin By,

12 MHEEZHEYSHY

Fig. 12 Biosynthesis of avermectin

H R BRI A R B RIR I L Fr it )
BB HERE, D EAEERER.

B, BRAEGIEMEARBRFESHNE
PR, PREETARRE. Fin, 20 g 70 fEAR, £
EER A A5 HAJL B AR SE T B T RS
e 56, XA, BIWVERSEARS TH
SRR T, B8 S ] 2 v 25 AN [R) ST T 7
HIA & m) HHR, SRR e, AR RIS TA) A 58 1 17 %t
KA GV 58 B T TSI 7 et Bl AR
RMEZ S HRMRZ % KFGEiZ K, fEIHET
JUFAE AR

FLR,  BCABIT T SR A2 R BT R SR 24 P 1)
BRIE. M “PUAERZ R, BEERPIRIE . 5L
IR FREH Selman A. Waksman BHAAFHLE, £33 )1
TAERE, AR5 B R BNE I R IR = 1 ¢
1T e BT FL ) — B SRS O H 5835 . BLE 1986
B, KM EAEIRAR 1985 EEERMEY 2
Hoechst Roussel %2 (Hoechst-Roussel Award) J&,
T R 3R 1 K LL“Philosophy of New Drug Discovery
CHRZ5FF R IEED” ARR S UWE Ay S 240 1
WU 5 03 54, P il S oy BT 4E R 1
WA, BMEESRER, XEHE TR S TR
EAF R RN RN 2] 5%

124]

wJE, HIERHEAERRESGE, &ate
TERE JIEE R . BT 2= &I, BT
TERE R A A T NI B i, BETR EERM K
IR ST, WEATFHIZ TR, [FR
7 B S DA VA E AL SRR O AR R
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