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Cloning and ectopic expression analysis of squalene epoxidase 1 gene from
Pseudostellaria heterophylla

CHEN Guan-shui, LIN Si-ni, Ke Lan-lan, SU Tong-tong, ZHU Jing, XU Yang, PAN Da-ren
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Abstract: Objective To clone the full-length cDNA encoding squalene epoxidase 1 (SQEI), a key enzyme of triterpenes
biosynthesis, from Pseudostellaria heterophylla and to perform functional analysis. Methods With the total RNA as template, the
full-length cDNA of SQE1 in P. heterophylla was cloned via RT-PCR and rapid amplification of cDNA ends (RACE) techniques. The
bioinformatics of the cloned SQE1 gene was performed. The target gene was transfered into tobacco by Agrobacterium-mediated
transformation. Results The full-length cDNA (2 038 bp) of SQEI gene was obtained with an open reading frame of 1 554 bp,
encoding 517 amino acid polypeptides, which had higher homology with the known SQEs in other medicinal species. The calculated
relative molecular mass was 5.67 x 10*, the isoelectric point was 8.8. The deduced protein sequence exhibited FAD-binding domains
and four transmembrane regions. The content of total triterpenes was increased in transgenic tobacco plants. Conclusion This is the
first report that the full-length cDNA encoding SQE1 from P. heterophylia is cloned. The ectopic expression of SQE could promote to
increase the content of total triterpenes in transgenic plant. This work provides a foundation for exploring the biosynthetic pathway of
triterpenes in P. heterophylla and their applications in bioengineering.
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Ja &N AN (squalene epoxidase, SQE) fffk
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SRR A A O R . BT R,
SQE Ak K Feik 5 5 =il B AT (1 A2 i 2 EAH G .
45 M1k, BMANS. =, T, #% A
AR s D) s B SQE JEMN, FEX AN
WA HIWF5EH,

K12 Pseudostellaria heterophylla (Miq.) Pax
NZ A A AT R R R B2 P, X4
ZILZ. #Z, REHTHRGAMMESS, RS
MR A ARG D RO LT R it
T PUNBLL WRITHEIRIN . IR SR EAER],
B AT HASS R DL R [ AR 22 W
WEE L b PUNEEEY, SERE K TS S BT
K. WIRE. RS . i, KPZEHS5A
ZRAFEMELL, =R Et, BA5E . it
BA BV PIEESIERRY. REKTS
HATAE R 25 AP N A SCE 7T %2, B TR 1
S 28085 ARG AT SO AR SRSk R W,
RIE

AHFFEHR) i 5% PCR (reverse transcription-

PCR, RT-PCR) #i#r cDNA Auithify 8 (rapid
amplification of cDNA ends, RACE) AR, X} A7
Zx S S B AR O B 45 il 0 P AU 1
(SQE1) BEPRIHEAT ve b 5 M5 o0, JERIH]
TN B AR SRAT 1) SQET K& M 4k BB A A )
MR, 50K T2 SQEL IR Rk 0 JH 5 0 =
SRR, T T4 SRAT BT 1K TR
TS S H W E S L, IR B AR
AT B iy 1™ 8 2558 Jeh .
1 #MRIE5AZE
1.1 #F

KTz | SREARRL, SMEERKRK
A R 2 B AT B 5w A TR e
%2 Pseudostellaria heterophylla (Miq.) Pax, -}
T TR RO 2 AR B 2 Bt il =
1.2 5 RNA B92EUK cDNA % 1 85K

KM Invitrogen 24 5] RNA $#2HUR # TRIzol®$#
PUKTZ U RNA, #AE U BiEr, 45
IR B Tk 112 PV B ER A 03 06 016 FE VR A I A 5 SR )
RNA FE S, RAFT-80 CukAR#& M FIH]
TAKARA 7 @] PrimeScript™ 1st Strand cDNA
Synthesis Kit 17K T2 cDNA 5 1 #15. 1R
$% Clontech /A 7] SMART RACE cDNA Synthesis Kit
[MHAE S B 1 RACE 914 BT F ) cDNA.
1.3 SRt EEK

Al DNAMAN 6.0 #AF RIS I CR 1D,
SIHAET A TR CRED B RA R 5.

x1 KBHAESY
Table 1 List of primers

BIL B4 S gl Fi&

SQEF 5’-AGCTTYCAYAAYGGNCGTTT-3’ L RIS s
SQER 5’ AARCABGCNTBRCGCATTTC-3’ 3184 v () {3 57 41
SQEGSP-3 5’-CGCTACTCCTCAGCCTACACCAGGT-3’ 3"-RACE ¥
SQEGSP-5 5-GATGTAACTGTTCCCTGCTCAAGCCGT-3’ 5-RACE ¥4
fSQEF 5"-CGGGATCCATGGATACGTTTGTGATTC-3’ KA A
fSQER 5’-CGCTCGAGTTAGTAGTTATTTTGCCGGT-3’ KA I A

R-A/G Y-C/T B-G/T/C N-A/T/G/C

1.4 KF% SQE1 ERRFFIIA T

A GenBank R A 2\ M B GBI Y)
W SQE FE ¥4 45 & DNAMAN HLxt 204, #it
1 %} 3514 SQEF #1 SQA (£ 100 ng/uL) 1 pL,
10 X Buffer 2 puL., Taq DNA polymerase (5 U/uL) 0.2

uL, dNTPs (10 mmol/L) 0.5 uL, 1E. 15194
1 pL, ddH,O 14.3 pL. § RN 94 CHAE
£ 5 min Ji7, #4894 CAPE 30, 58 ‘CiBK 30 s,
72 CHEAH 90 s, HEAT 30 MEIF, fefa 72 CHEA
10 min, SMN45RJET 4 CHA7-%H . PCR “4E
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(P35 I B e DNA 24637 & e slifk H 1) DNA
FBL Aib)E1 DNA iEH:3] pMDIS-T i fE# ik
(TAKARA 2 #]), AU KT DHSa, 1
T FFE D) 4 [ PH M e 16 R M A B PR
AFMT .
1.5 KXF% SQE1 [ 5°-RACE #0 3>-RACE #Y4/" 1%

P 23K 1 SQE & ¥ Fl Wit 5°
3>-RACE 75|%) SQEGSP-3 fil SQEGSP-5 (% 1), #
M Clontech A 7 SMARTRACE cDNA
Amplification Kit 1R 71 & 70 mIRAHZIL ) 5> A1 3°
Ui 41, PCR =PI va b 50 e 75 ik TR “1.47 T,
1.6 KF% SQE1 EE cDNA £4F1 DNA £H)
RkE

FIH DNAMANG.0 F A4S FrA3 1 o (B RS 7 7 1
SunfFAILA R 3 0P AT HHE, 132K T2 SQE
FEIR cDNA 84K, [, FRAEHHE 5
ey R o Rl o L= S S o U Sl i a7 M WS =1 L7
fSQEF A fSQEF (% 1) #7 RT-PCR ¥ H4IGuE4 K
cDNA J741, PCR P # i) v 55 I e 770 0w “ 1.47 Tl
1.7 KF2 SQE1 EEEMEERZEN

F| F Blast A Chttp://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
Blast) 7EZRHEATA% T IR RN 238 19 17 41) LU RER <7 &5
W38 55 #1, FIH TMHMM A4 Chttp://www.cbs. dtu.
dk/SQErvicessTMHMM-2.0) 7 £k 7> H1 SQE1 )5 5
X35, FI| Fl DNAMAN 6.0 % T ¢ idh 2 14 i (1) 45
MRl CplD o AR 43 1 5 & R 22 1 41 B xR
ClusterW 1.8 #AM) i KRG AL
1.8 XF% SQE1 £FAMEERHIRIED

LL pRI 101-AN (TaKaRa, Ki%E) 1FhHEH
WRIBBAR M HERNEE, HWHEK TS SQEL K1)
MR IB BN P AR AT H R AR GV3101 1, H)
M5 AR AT R 75 SQET RISt A& FE AL R
K326 & e A FH 7 - UK I PR v B B S P 2 i [
AR (1) Jh = FF R FH 20 6 6 BEVE AT 5
2 HER59H
2.1 KF% SQE1 £AHF ERFFFIRIIRE

KT ZHMM cDNA 454 SQEF #1 SQER §
B, A3 1A KN 800 bp HRF 4T, 4l
Bl f2 Blast tbx), 1% Bt GenBank #Z R E(H
JEH B SRR Hordeum vulgare L. /N Triticum

aestivum L. W=& Brassica napus L. "5 ] SQE
() 2 i I ERLELAT Sy BR300k 75% 74%
R 72%, SRRy 5 2 AN SQE & H
AU IARAE, Bk nT DAL 3R 1S DNA JF
G BN KT S Ym g 3L R R 2 7 1
2.2 KFSSQE1EER 2K cDNA BIRERE
ERENH

4l C3RAK 72 SQEL JEK Fr Beayr il it
5°F1 3’ K% RACE-PCR 45554 SQEGSP-5 il
SQEGSP-3, @it RACE-PCR K yaf. W5 )543
A3 5ui 74k 721 bp Al 3 K741k 899 bp.
i DNAMAN 6.0 % {4-F 5°-RACE- 3’-RACE FlH1[i]
TRAF P A0 0 Beowd B DU 45 R PH AR B 2 K
cDNA 4y 2 038 bp [{] DNA ¥4I, & T Wil 4 K
ghL, WRPEFTIRI SQE1 KA 4 fSQEF
AT fSQER, LA ¢cDNA A#siti, 414 K12 SQEL
KK P IME, FPas R, SPHEg R —
o TRV, FHIEE 1 554 bp IR EEAE
(ORE), 5 HERHEEIX (UTR) A 188 bp, 3 IERHEFIX
h 296 bp, Z LT TGA (& 1), FIH ExPASy
Proteomics Server 7EZE 1} Protparam X} SQE1 J&[A]
S R B R AL P SRR AT T A B . HEDNR TS
SQE1 1731 30A CassoHaosoNessO721823, AR 75T
Fh 5.67X10% pl b 88, MEH/KEM: (ELKf:
SignalP4.0 Server 7345 KM SQE Jf5 5k, A
] TMHMM Server v2.0 TiJll SQE1 4alidhix 145 4 4
PEIEX R, AT 10~28. 47~70. 447~469.
476~493 (& 2). InterProScan [Iff:5T 45 ek 75 25 T
MKW, SQEI MEEWMMMmiLEASTH 2 M5
FAD/NAD (P) &5 HISHIRT 1 AN A i 5
Pk, Eon AL SQE B AT IR, KD
(WS 7 7R e K BLASTP HHT0#T, K
AL CAEYI SQE HAT R mifARI M,
— & Panax notoginseng ( Burll ) F. H. Chen
(AGI19257) HIFHATE Sy 76.7%, H#6i% Vitis vinifera
L. (XP_002285493) [FAHMME 77.1%, ANZ Panax
ginseng C. A. Meyer (BAD15330) [JALIYE N 76.5%

FIFH NAMAN 6.0 XFHEMIFIK T2 SQEL 2 A
(MR P H A ALY 2 5E 1) SQE BRI %
B P A T2 Pkt . g1 (| 3), fit
f kP 7 SQE 1 —FF, ThReZif Motif 1
(FAD %5 & 458958 F1 Motif 1T (R4 45 4 G548
16K T2 SQEL M A W ILART
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1 RAGCAGTGETAT CARCGCAGAGTACAT GEEGARTCTICCCITICACGAATCTACTCCACARATTTARRCTCCCTT
76 RATTRATARCACCARTTATTCACCCCTCCATTATTATTATTATTATTATTAATTAATAATAACALALARATCATAT
151 TATTATATTTATAT TATCAAT AAT AT AR T AR T AT T TTGAT GGATACGT TTGTGATTCATGACTACATTCTTCAGA
1 M B: T B W Lo HLOB: X L L )
226 TTTCCGTGGCCTCCATTCTAGGGCTIGTAATATTATATTCTATTTTCCGCGGT CGGARRTCGAATTACARCCACG
R G R FR P, i o Pl Pl - T PR D L R D Tl ] P P |
301 TIATICGGAGCTCCGAGRATGTIGATARTTTGT GET CGGARAATGACGTCATIGTIGICGGIGCIGGAGTGECIG
33" I B 5 5 E R Vv D N L. W S E N D ¥V I ¥ Vv G A G ¥ A
376 GCGCCGCTICTIGCTICATACTCTIGCTARGGACGGTCGRCGAGTICATGTGATT GAGAGRGACTTAARCCGRRCCCE
636 A A L A HTULAZAZEK D G ERERYVYHYTIE® RDILTE?P
451 BCAGGATTGTCGGCGRACT GCTACAGCCTGRAGGI TAT CTGARATTGATT GAACTGGGCCTCARAGACTGTGTIG
88D R I. W G E Lk Ik @B G 6 ¥ L K L I E L & L K D G W
526 ATGATATCGATGCTCAGAGRGTGGTTGGGTAT GGTITTGT TCAARGAT GGGARGARATATAAGACTGTCTTATCCCT
I3 I A 9 R ¥ ¥V 6 ¥ ¢ L F KD G KNI TRL S5 I E
601 TGEAGCRATTIACTGCAGACGTGECCEGEECGTIAGITITCACAATGGACGTITICATACAGAAGAT GAGAGAALRAG
1383E: E: @ F T & D W A G K 5 F H H 5 K FE I 0O K W R E K
676 CIGCATCICTICCCCTATGTACGGCTIGAGCAGEGAACAGTTACATCTITTGCTI GAAGARANGEGAGTIGTTARGG
163 & 5 I B ¥ W R L E @ o T ¥ T 5 L L E E K G W % K
751 GAGTCCAGTATAAGACTAAGART GETGAAGRAATGARAGCATATGCCCCTICTTACTATTGTITGIGATGGCTGTT
188G ¥ 9. ¥ K T K B G E E M K A ¥ A B L 1T I ¥ ¢ D G C
826 TCTCGARATCTGAGACGATCTCTTITGTTCACCGRAGGTT GAAGTACCCTCACATTTTGTTGGGTTGATT CTGGAGA
213 7 5. M Er GRE CR: 5. L G G5 B RGN CES & 5B 5, H R W G Ei L L E
901 ARCTGCARATTGCCATTITCRARCCATGGACATGTIATCCTAGCAGATCCATCTCCARTICTATTITATCARATTA
AT AR il ool - E - T e [E A ¢ R A Pl T E- I~ F R Pl I i ¢ S
976 GTACRACAGRAGTCCGCTGITIGGTIGAT GTGCCAGCAGEGCAGARLGCTGCCTITCTATAGCTAAT GGTGARATGE
235 T T E vV R C L ¥V D ¥ P A G Q KL P 5 I A N GEMBHM
1051 CRARGTACTTGRARACTGCGRTGGCTCCGCAGETTCCTCCTGARCTITATGAGT CATTTGTAGCAGCTGTGGACA
288 K, X0 kK T R W R GB gk W BB ED Le ¥ OCED 5. B W R R W D
1126 AGTGTRACATTAGGACAATGCCCARCAGRAGCATGCCCGCTACTCCTCAGCCTACRCCAGGTGCCATACTAATGG
RYCR - (el i1 e FA - GO PR i DR FO - L = R e el S © A~ G T - © T e ] i
1201 GIGRIGCITITTAACATGCGICATCCTITAACCGGAGGAGGARTGACAGTGGCATTGTCAGATATIGTIGATACTAC
333 D A F N M R H P LT 6 6 G M TV AL S5 DI V I L
1276 GRGRTCTTCIGRAGCCTTIGAAGAGCCTGAACRATTCAGAGGCATTATGCARGTACCTGGAGTCCTITTIACACCT
363R: D: Li L K P L K 85 L W: N 3 E A L G K ¥ L E 3 F' ¥ T
1351 TGCGCARGCCTGTGGCGTCCACTATARACACTTTGGCAGGAGCCCTCTACARGGTATITTGCGCTICATCTGATG
3L, R K P ¥V 2 5 T I W T L AGOAILTYEKWV F Caa S5 5 D
1426 ATGCTCACARAGGARATGCGCGAGGCATGCTITGACTAT CTARGCCTAGET GGAGARTGCTCARATGETCCAGTTR
413p- 2 H KK E M R E A C. F D ¥ L. 58 L G G E C. 5 H G P ¥
1501 CTTTACTTTCTGGTCTARACCCTCGTCCACTGAGCTTAGTTATACACTTCTTCGCTGTGGCTGTIGTATGECGTITG
438aA L L 5 6 L ¥ P R P L 5§ L ¥WI B F F A V2LV T G ¥
1576 GTCGACTGTTACTGCCTTITCCCTCTCCARAACGCCTCTGGCTTGGT GTACGATTGCTGACGGGT GCTGCAGGCA
4636 E L L. L P F P 8 P K BE L W L 6 ¥V R L L TG A A G
1651 TCATCTTCCCRATTATGARAGCAGRAGGACTCCGACRARATGTITITCCCAGCARCTGITCCAGCATATTACRAGRR
488 T T F. P oXL: Mo K oA E 6 L RO M FF PF A T W PR N Y R
1726 GTCTTCAAGTARAGTGATGET GRACGACARCAGCACCGI GTTAGATCACTCCCACTATTGGCGACATARCTTIGCT
S35 L Q ¥V K *
1801 GTATATCTATCCCTGTARAATACCGGEEATGTTARATGTCTTARTTGGGTTATATGTATATTCGTACAGCTGCAG
1876 CCATIGATCARACTGGITGGTIGITIATIIGITITICCACARATTACAATARRCARTTAARCACTACTCCTATICAT
1951 ATCTITIGITIGIIICAGRRRALARARRR AR AL AR AR ACTACTCTIGCGTITGATACCACTGCTIGCCCTATIAG
2 026 TGAGTCGTATTAG

1 KF% SQE1 cDNA ZEHERFII RESHIERFT

Fig.1 Nucleic acid and deduced amino acid sequences of SE gene from P. heterophylla
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Fig. 2 Prediction of transmembrane regions of SQE1 protein from P. heterophylla
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L CAEJ79817) 1535371333 3TTDELESEMEAA ILITQFTLEWIFRFLEGEL . . . LLERFERRRERIGARITDEGTDSI IHTIIERGCNC 134
XP_002285493) e NVIQEILEWIFASLLEEV VLLEKREHGEAIVEIRDECVE. . STAKGECR 107
15 (ACJ05633) 10
HHNET (XP_003558434) 111
#4 (OAY63657) 111
P (AHY94896) .quanmL SLAf A 112
KFZB e MDTEVIEDYILGIS l'ILGI IILYSIERGREINY 100
L (AGI19257) 263
AZ (BADI5330) 262
RITUN CAEI79817) 276
(XP_002285493) 249
5L (ACJ05633) 247
R (XP_003558434) 253
(OAY63657) 253
- (AHY94896) 254
é; 242
£ (AGI19257) bin VDM SN pER ST oAk VAR EEDIRRE eI A K 404
A% (BADI15330) Ggiv oIt QLN 1AL VIREK D) 403
] EQIV 351 SH=TLA! FELYF 312 VIKEHT) 417
GOEY . [25TSHEEMA PEL¥DE: IR IHCHT 390
EQEY EISHEEMT EEILNSEI VHIDRENT 388
N ES R 1T PET¥DS VAR TG 1) 394
W ( R ELR N ATk EELYD A TR IINERT 394
R (AHY94896) GQEL ESLeEEMn v 395
KF% ACIRLEET A REEMY v 384
=t (AGI19257) i s 537
A% (BADI15330) Pl 536
M?‘TUU (AEJ79817) LA v EE 553
% (XP_002285493) HEeaRTIEE 523
A (ACJ05633) i R 521
FIREHT (XP_003558434) [ W Ttz 529
I RIS, 527
M AL IEE 528
gL ELLTE 517

B3 KF% SQE1 R EEFFSH T SQEs EERFIIZ E LK

Fig. 3 Multiple comparison on amino acid sequence of SQEs from P. heterophylla and other species
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Fig. 4 Phylogenic tree of deduced amino acid sequences of
SQEL in P. heterophylla and other SQEs
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Fig. 5 Comparison of total triterpenes content between

transgenic and non-transgenic tobacco
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= RAFE S 8K SQE (f 3 A B AR b

WA WRRLY) S I 5. BRIk, 2R &R

T BT OB R 2 —, X =i B e R 5

EE)FHEEH]

AHHFE UGB I RT-PCR 4545 RACE HiAR M)
EEIKT S MHGERE-SQE FEA 42K cDNA J¥
bl HINFFFLE M, Motif I FIl Motif 11 /& SQE & 1
RIFDRe b ANTT D) 2 AN ThREST IR Foh Motif T
W F| Y FAD &5 A IR Z B, 1XUERELL FAD o4l
BN 725 2R SN, . iR a
R R BT P R AR S A A T
RZ AR, K12 SQEL A it
Motif I fil Motif II fR5F&5#4K, Wont SQEs Kk
(AT RS2, BLAST fEL T W, K15
SQE1 MK 2 I 41 5 HoAb = P K] SQEs H
AR A, Hh 5 A2, W, =-45%2
FHHARREIILE 75%LL L, Bl Tizde e e
WEE ) S I A e B A DGR R DR ok R, A4
A [R]RU R —FBOAR SQE J& e Ar T T |
(R 2, ATy B3R K5 SQEL #i
4 MR, 5 S RTINS T ) SQE
FM, SQE g MVA A rh =il F 4 (1) i B
Wiy, ZRIEICP I R R E RS R H AR O
Yiffit, FIH] RNAL BORAIHIAZ SQET k. &£
B, ASRAFRRE RS FEP AP0
2 SQE1 FIFHARFF B/ 39 T N FLRE R, Al
BEPRIHRE S =il i s 3.5 ff%. S5 RRW], Py
B KT 2 SQEL JL U FE R L et SQE Z g ik
B, AraeZty 70 =i 5 B

AL IE RT-PCR 5 RACE HARM 454 5 X
% TR T2 SQEI M4 K cDNA 741, ¥KH
BT B IR 72 = AR ) AR, R AR
RN T S =R ROE, A RER TS
2 TR RN 24 18 B9 0 BA o
S 3K
[11 Augustin J M, Kuzina V B, Andersen S, ef al. Molecular
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