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Abstract: Cancer is a serious threat to human health with a high fatality rate. Modern anticancer methods, including surgery,
radiotherapy, and chemotherapy, commonly have more serious side effects. Anticancer plant essential oils which now attach great
importance to cancer treatment, have many advantages such as multi-target, multi-effect, low adverse reaction, improving the body
immunity, not easy to produce drug resistance, etc. The main active ingredients and the anticancer mechanism of essential oils were
reviewed in this paper. Nineteen kinds of plant essential oils, including Cymbopogon flexuosus, Salvia officinalis, Lycopus lucidus,
Lavandula angustifolia, Smyrnium olusatrum, peel of Citrus reticulate, leaves of Myrica rubra, and so on, displayed their prominent
anti-cancer activities. Specifically, limonene, -elemene, menthol, patchouli alcohol, thymol, eugenol, citral, f-caryophyllene, and
their oxide may be the main anticancer composition of plant essential oils.
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Table 1 Anticancer effect of plant essential oils

5 I SRIEAE A FERSY ERX 5 SCik
1 RJEX Salvia officinalis 1,8-FE W i &5 AL BB (41.2%) 52 (19.9%) NG EIMAM A375. AJK 1
kAR M14, RE
RN A2058
2 KB Cedrelopsis grevei (B)-B-&a X (27.6%) S-FEiads (14.5%).  AFLIRJE 4 MCF-7 2
o-JRME (7.7%) B-MEEM (7.0%)
3 FEE Lycopus lucidus var. o-fHIE (16.0%) B-A7TIE (10.7%) R A4 Bel-7402 3
hirtus FEMAP T (10.5%) AVTIEEND (8.9%)
RAENE (8.7%) X HE R AR H I (4.1%)
4 EEM Croton flavens SEAEI (12.2%) 7 Sl (5.3%). (B)-y-2L3%%5 ANIJE4i AS49. N4EW 4
Wi (53%). B-FtTH (5.0%) P b Rz 4 DLD-1
5 K B & F  Cymbopogon B-IEHE (6.2%). F5HEE (1.4%). ForfE (1.8%). MEEARANE IMR-32. 5-6
f]exuosus (S)-}I@ﬁ'%%@ﬁ%@ (1.4%)- é%@‘% (1.6%)- Em%ﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬂiﬂﬁ HL-60
FrEREb (31.1%). FriERE a (42.5%),
6  HEARHE Lavender angustifolia . BRF5FENG (32.5%). F5FElE (28.7%) ANTIE ANAFE4NH HepG2 7-8
(5.8%) FMHMEE (3.6%). 4-FATHEE (2.9%)
7 WIHET Litsea cubeba E-FRemsE (44.7%). Z-F78E1E (34.6%). A7k /NEUTFE 410 Hepa 1clc7 9-10
(11.7%) FHIEBEE (2.3%). F5HEEE (1.3%)
8 HEWNINM: Cleidion javanicum " ZFENERRIMER (32.1%) +75KilR (26.8%) & N4 KB, AFLIRE 11
AT (24.6%). FIEEE (4.8%) YA MCF-7. /N2 Jifd fii Jeg
NCI-H187
9 RISRFEZB Annona muricata™ B-ATFTHE (38.9%)« T HEY (30.2%). o-fEHE  AFLEE 4N MCF-7 12
(4.3%) S-FEMAME (6.0%). FAFTHAEILY)
10 ¥ Citrus reticulate [ B (>88.0%) NI i AS49. ARTE4E 13
Jitl HepG2
11 3HIF Nepeta ucrainica KIRFMIH D (53.0%) IAE DI (6.4%).  ANUIEJEANH A2780. AFLIR 14
WM (43%). B-MEEM (33%). WitEE  JE4H MCF-7
(3.2%) T T (2.8%) A -4 77 (2.8% )+
KIEEFHE (2.1%). o-HRATEE (2.0%)
12 ks Cinnamomum 18-kl 25 (58.6%)+ -l fhlE (15.4%). N4 BEL-7402 15-16

longepaniculatum "

Tl (14.2%)
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13 AERE Myristica fragrans
14 BiR Moringa oleifera ¥

2-MEI% I (2.0%)

15 W 542 Pinus wallichina

16 N2 Panax ginseng '"f

17 AN Cupressus

sempervirens

18 WFH3E Smyrnium olusatrum

IRME (46.8%). B-TEM (25.2%)

o-JRM (29.2%). 8-3-EEE (18.9%). a-FHANK
(12.3%) o-l R (7.7%) 255 (5.5%)

B (59.6%). FrAEURIEE (22.2%). 5 NS4 HCT-116. AZL 17
(1.4%). ErBsHhE (6.8%)
ke (51.5%) - (11.1%). 2-(E)- TEIUE4I HeLa. AHF# 18-19
ZEIETE (4.4%). —FhE (3.1%). 1,5-H k-

JURdEE 40 i) MCF-7

4 HepG2+ A FLIRE 40
MCF-7. Ao b 45 1% i 40

Jitl Caco-2. /N B £T 441 i
L929

NIEEAHM A549. NJFFE4H 20

il HEP-2. A B 51 Ji e 41 B
PC-3 . A UF % 40 M
IGR-OV-1

FEHEIR (36.1%). P-iEWRNE (15.4%). WililR 7 E#HUE4I HeLa. A 21
(9.8%) M-&¢EE (5.6%)

4N AS549. LR 4N i
ZR-75-1 « &5 Jii e 4R
HT-29 « B If % 41 fu
SGC7901 /INF Bt 2w 4t

Jitt B16

NI A= N O )

HL-60 1 NB4 SZI& N
R R (EACC)

BRI 252K (59.1%). BiElE (13.5%). &7 A&l 4u HCT116 23

EAEEWER (11.8%). f5FiER (8.6%)

19 ¥t Myrica rubra "¢

HRIR (26.0%) AT (19.7%) AWMU A0 R HCTS.SW620. 24-25
W-(1D) (16.4%) v-FIai (7.7%) d-FEin)
(4.7%) PRI (3.7%). B-BIH (2.3%)

SW480. HT29 Al Caco-2 A\
filifEE 41 L AS49

Y- L (1.7%) BAATIE (1.64%)

MR 1 AL, BB AURE AR AL A 2 e
BB YN, BREENE . 5w A2,
W1, 8-FE AR i 2 SRS A BRI (B)-B-A B WM
SALRAG . oG B-ATTIR. SRR BRI
Frgeds . KARE S DL B-IEIRHS . oM B-TRHE
8-3-E M MR LRSS, L8RS, i
A mE A AW I (1) e SRR A5 24 4
W55 2R [2-(B)-Z30ME . FriRlE by FTIERE
av E-ATIEIER Z-AT RIS RIS [ L8 RRTH R |
FABERFEFEIR ] B OGUABRE o 5 B A
FAREES) . By CT&HBY) MbE (LR HEN 2.
TR Joh P B e it A S0 38 FH PR 284 DL e 4 M
JH s a0 M AN FLBE A £ . ARLLTAS L BIAKS
MR s F PE2E . BRI SR
o THhox P 20 i A A B — s IR X A
i MTT ¥EMEH A FRS o A HHE 40 HepG2 1
ARKIHIER, F HE S thik M0 i 25 24 5
M, PR AR A I T, 5 R R R A
it A8 B S0 HepG2 AR AIIERE, I 5 9 B At

PE, GEAREISMAIE)S, HepG2 ARSI AR
D MR AN MOAZ AR AR . AR R R I A A R
MAEFT HepG2 i Hi B AA & (998 1220 fa e B SR A0 41
filo FKHEEUSTH K 28800 TR IGR A3 i
AN IR E, ] MTT 3% 80 a4 7 25 B 1
WA AR BN A BEL-7402 4 a8 5 4541 /E
FAIS2 I, 2 SR s 3R HC i /R F I KNI
N TR T8 B > A4 k2K B > 2 RE SR >
1,8-F% - 28 > AR R T > 1B T A . BACKF
FEIMTE 0.5~1 mg/mL Ji &K P90 e 41 HepG2
I EAN R EH 2B MR REIE. BT
MR FAHE ORI WS, BORHAA
Z I S 2 B 1) s e oF L e 40 i 2B K LA Sl
ARk o N FUIRE 4H M MCF-7 B0 )
WIE (ICso0) A& 21.5 mg/L, FRITFRE 1T FL AR 41 B
MCF-7 f] ICso /N T 50 pg/mL, BRAAFAEIAE 0.5~1
mg/mL P X LA 40 MCF-7 B34 G 01 ] 2
KR BGH. WK MAER. NS A
IS5 PR RS S o e A i A K B SR E A, B2
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IR i N T R 4T M AS49 45 i iR e 4N i
DLD-1 f] ICs 438 (27+4) pg/mL Al (28+3)
ng/mL. FA REBERM . M8 &R TR
Sy A IR P R BRI O S 4
M B A MEIER, it NSt s
o R &6 e 40 B B Bt s B DRI E . e
RS AE NG5 A el S T IR 4E i & HCT8. SW620.
SW480. HT29 A1 Caco-2 Hfik & 25 H i 41 1 4,
Hr Caco-2 U, o ICso N 1.5 pg/mL. IG5
W NG5 A4 HCT-116 AL 40 MCF-7 (¥
ICso 73 7 78.61 #1 66.45 pg/mL. Sharma ZEPHFY
1B RS T AL B A 1 R R4 HL-60 f5, FfEIE
BB WSS, RIMBRTRRE. bR
TR LRGN IR S k> o
2 MEEHNEERS RIEALE

TEYIRE I A 22 L L B 2%, BN [FREA
AN RS> BIAFAE R ZE 0] o Fe P 2O i i
BONE L. B Z IR, EEARERE . A5

A, ANy Ee . AN A B
FrAG IS5 s 5 A e e RELADRG i P 1R 38 — ORI & 9,
FER U WIS, BHSR. ERSE. GEIRATAE
FSORWHEATEY), WE By, TEHBDSE: TRk
G WAE YRS AR D, LR A R
KR SRSWMAEMEENT FEEHED . 1
[ N A e, AR AT . BB
VEATEE . JEANE. HHEE. T EBSE RN
AN b Rg A B A P UR AR SO X B Rl g3 ot
fRT o firh 2 2 B A o A P R LR AT 250
2.1 #TiES

i) (D-limonene) X #7220, #4444 1-H
Be-4- R COMG, 22— PR e, FE
AETHE . MG ST . G EA 2
BT, Wbk, iR, M. AR A, %
FAE . B A RS, Hh e RENERNR
LIRS, KESCIRARE T E R &5 e . 3
g B R Rm S A e AP ER (3R 2).

R2 ITEEX N EREARAER R ENE

Table 2 Effect and its mechanism of limonene on different cancer cells

75 EULIER Uz L SCiik
1 NI e 4 i EJ fEafE T S 1, A ST 26

2 N B4 BGC823 P FAMMER T, A p53 RIXWIN, bel-2 FIAFF(E 27

3 A B MGC803 {EZRAL A ROS THiEr, caspase-3 HIFR AN 28

4 A A P40 HL-60 EII TGRSR (ROS) B RRifRIEHA, (MMP) FF#. caspase-8 itk 29

5 N M A NI Fascin-1 & AFRIE 30-31

MDA-MB-435

6 A B4 SGC-7901 1] Fascin 25 AR, MIHIAIRE. % 32

7 AN a N PR AR (B IR 1L . Bel-2 MIRIA . #9N0 Bax KA 33

8 N5 g 4 SW480 PR AL EE-2 (COX-2) FMIEAANE-6 (IL-6) MIFik 34

9 A& i LS174T B kA i Bax R A IR ER C AKCF, Wb Bel-2 BEAKF, FEBE 35

FE1L Akt (Serd73). Akt (Thr308) H! GSK-3B (Ser9) 7K

10 A2 20 R
SH-SY5Y A,

P F . BR T5FERS, Al caspase-3 %1k, PARP VJE|, DNA JrBifk, M4l 36
SER RS TSR T

UL R pS3 T K Bel-2 AR &R & A
M caspase ZJ& (4N caspase-3. caspase-8). Fascin
SRR IR AR A R K B I R A [] i 248 R 44411 1)
YERI TURh R B N SR ), FEAT MG IR A
HHEERE p53 ik L, Bel-2 KPP, caspase-3
F caspase-8 ¥ift, Fascin HARZE N AN . 5
BFriEgma s SN ROS 24, FEIK MMP,
] COX-2 F IL-6 RIETEM KL KU
o fEXT MR e T, A 5 2Ry
FERE BA W EEH .

22 BB

B-Bi &I (B-elemene) HL2EH N 1-HH-1-4
Wdk-2,4- " REES b, 2&—MisERLEY,
FAET AP, FHFEH FIITEHEDIE R M,
AR E BT R E K O 2RAEgN 5 1 1 P
R, S FRORPUMR M B £ B R, R
BYUREE . TRRY] . EENER /NSRS IR
IR B2 T 697 1 I I Fs AR it Y AL
T bR SR, TR v M AT R AR A AL AR
W 3.
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Table 3 Effect and mechanism of f-elemene on different cancer cells
FFs MR TR AL SCHR

1 A HFE4I HepG2

R IR R B -9 (MMP-9) iR S L BRI 3RIE, il A% e ¢ 38

K 7-kB (NF-kB) p65 HIRZEAL K i

2 NI JE40 i SK-hep-1
3 NFUIE 4 MB-468

4 NEBEIRAN I SE Tea-8113
BH ¥
5 Nt g 40 i AS49/DDP

T MMP-2 ff] mRNA %i&, FRmMmEE. TBee 39

R EE, T RAIE MR A cyclin Bl FIRIE, IR0 A5 40
FE A P27kipl IFIE

) Bel-2 fIFIL, ik Bax (IFRIE, FS4UMAT. (RE41H GyM 1 41

HIN4NIL A Rh-123 &S, AN L P-WE&E A (P-gp) 3Rik; Bk 42

B ML AT A A i 2 R A S LA, R B, RN ROS R B
GSH/(GSSG + GSH) {H F# A%, [ i e ii f Cytochrome C.
Caspase-3. Bad & 13Kk, T Pro-caspase-3+ Bcl-2 &KL

6 JHER4H Il HSC-T6

{EZH W ANG 11, 41K AGT mRNA FI3i%, #%] RhoA. ROCK-1. 43

ROCK-2 mRNA [)3R31E S ANG 11 (A5 3508

7 N B S 41 )M HeLa
8 NFL N 40 i MCF-7

Nl CDK1. Cyclin Bl bel-2 FJ#ik, Lifl p53 HIEIE 44
i Smad 3 & AFRIEF mRNA /K, FHBT TGF-B/Smads 15 = il %, 45

T SNAIL 1 SNAI2 (£ ik

9 N BN RPMI-8226 L1 caspase-3. DR-4 ik, Tifl bel-2. NF-xB P65 ik 46
10 N B SGC7901/Adr  #14] ERK ¥ 3@ riE1k, T i GST-n K1k 47

B s 41 1) AS [ 4 1) FE AL 1) = 2 il
AN R AR S o 2= 2 4 55 SRR 14 45 B A
MMP FE5HT, 435 MMP-9 BgE P4~ FE A0
MMP-2 mRNA FKik T, J&RRAEafizsE.
FRTRERSBE AR IR . S RS2SRl A 1421,
JE HEE ARG ZEMO N caspase FX AN Bel-2 S A &
SIRIHT T BRI N SR AN e . A\ 4
JH T S T AN B B IR A e P AL, R BN
B-ti A I iE L i caspase-3 KAHREEARIE, T
W Bel-2 KAHKE ARIERIEBIBUBEM . S K
MESEW gz 5] A7 B SR ERK 155 18 1 |
Ras/MARK/ERK 15 5 i# % LA & ANG 11 Z AR5 PTEL
BHIT& AR B 7T B-a A Mkt N B At . LA 4 i
AR ARG s E R, H B AZEE R B-#8
FIH BA Y FEVEH, RE3 s B-H0 A 4 I B ROER .
2.3 EfRE

M EE (menthol) 1AFRIEATAN, =49 5-H%E-
2-FNEE-IN O, & MIERIRRERE, FEAFAET
J& TR ) S5 8 FHBR AT 1, 5 AR RIS &
F, TREINTFE. DOERE. WK HRK.
B W YOR . TR T T R e B AR

I, MREEPUSE. #UR. KW IbEER S, &n)
| EEF TR, ERGBAYSENER. ko, #
fuf B3 ELAT S 3 OO e, AR 1) 22 b e 4
MA, Bt AT . B SE, HbuE
BLHI WL 4.

HERTIEE T ROS/Ras/ERK1/2 # . AKT /15
BRI E B B A0 A N T R 4k i e 4 e A
K, WEITBEAAIM Go/Gy HA. N R AR SR A
HINRT S BRI AT s e/ BR B BRI it e e
T I F ) COX R R AH A 71 1 15 8 1 B ) 2Rk
SRR
24 [TEDEE

] EERTE (patchouli alcohol) M 44 H FKZERE,
R =R E Y, EEAETEERT
WMEBEEEMMER M, FHESWME,. &
WRFFA, & RIFIESN, #Z AT HH &
i, W, IRV RRAL RIS T
EEWEAZRAEDEY, WSy, PuiEA
PURGTEE . VR AR, |8 & BN i A1 iR
FEAM . N AMUBEANH . NS5 i 4 p A /s B v
Y B A BRI PR E T, AR AL R 5.
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Table 4 Effect and its mechanism of menthol on different cancer cells
5ias3 41 fis oL SCHR

1 N5 e Je 2 i T24

JHT ROS/Ras/ERK1/2 @KINHIMMWA K, FEIK Ras AIRIE, 48

Raf-MEK 1/2-ERK 1/2 iffi %% &5 (4 i FR 1L

2 AR FI 4N DU145 Mg B AR T GoG 1, TR S FENN. 49
ik 4 AR A%
3 N T o 4 v s 4 i il AKT S+ T 11705 18145 50
Caco-2
4 /INBR R s i) COX-2 fFiL, i NF-«xB. Erk fl p38 (K&K 51

x5 TEEERMNAEREMEEEERRIE

Table 5 Effect and mechanism of patchouli alcohol on different cancer cells

FFs U B AL SCHR
1 RIZI R 4L DU145 H45% caspase-3. Bax fJ#iX, N Livin. Bel-2 R IA 52
2 A B R4 MV4-11 248 NF-kB. p-PKM2. Caspase-3 &K [1#%iA 53
3 NR B RAW264.7 T TNF-a. IL-1B. IL-6. #5SH—HAAGHE (INOS) FlI 54

COX-2 f#ik

JTRE A B E A Y SR AH U N caspase-3. Bax HIF
15, NI THIHI S A Living Bel-2 FIERIAKRSE T
RIS BB AN PR AR T2, @t 358 NF-xB. p-PKM2.
Caspase-3 {85 [ A 4] 3 M08 40 B A S 58, XF
/INER ELWE A AR R AR F U2 85 R iR TNF-a. TIL-1B
IL-6+ iNOS 1 COX-2 %57 5l
25 BER

HHEE (thymol) MM HEAMN . EEAHEN,
o 2- A E-5-FER ), J8 T — Rl i
K, HREGREENE TS, FEREFETIEEEHE
VEBEE. BEE. FRSHEY. AEmESTES
o, HAERSERL, HTRECHIEZER . AR
MR, AEMBARE. ta. #%. &

WA T ARS), U 10 s R G R A R R T
T B S R A . Ak, R R H
T R HIPTME 2 EE 1, P L IR 6.

T H o] R R SAAL BB, caspase. 2255
EALE A EE (MAPK) . 41 A8 T 2R
(ERK). {HT-%:K Bax Ml Bel-2 S5 77 75 5 40
M. AT R, Sipmanie. Aimat. B
TR T, I PRCR AR IS R A . 534
Jor=4 ROS. 5% caspase FIFKIA. NI Bel-2 I3
k. 10 MAPK Fil ERK FIBERR A& 12 R IE DU
YEM .

2.6 TEER
THM (eugenol) X &A¥ T &Wy, 4N 2-

*6 BAEMXAEIREMEEIIER RS

Table 6 Effect and mechanism of thymol on different cancer cells

5 4 & oL SR
1 40 i HepG-2 W& caspase-3, N Bel-2, [HWr ERK Al MAPK {55 il 4% 56

2 1 4\ i 4 DU 145
BE5aE
3 N4 [ 40 DLD-1
4 A F L7 44 HL-60
caspase JH 7 I %
5 A B4 AGS

40 TIMP-1. caspase-9 [R5, Z4f# PARP, & p38, #ifil MMP-2, ERK 57

¥ MAPK. ERK R4 /K 58
YN ROS JHir, $8) Bax AR IA. Nifl Bel-2 EAFIE, FNEE R 59

fE4HHE N ROS FHisi, #0iG Bax. caspase 60




¢ 3% Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 3£ 48 % 25 6 #i 20173 A © 1235«

R4 R, & T &M, TEZ 8. W
ERlE N W
FEA R RIS R A E 5
FREREERE, ORI N B R

AV AVHE T . T A AT 2 R, X2
FRARE . Hw . R RAAMGfER, FErbERAaH
BERTH T HAkah AL R PURSEEYIETE, HPURETE R AEH
BRER HURIER T,

®7 TEHMIAEREBRIER LT

Table 7 Effect and its mechanism of eugenol on different cancer cells

IR T A A TR,

T R B L SCHR
HHE 2 HeLa AL A, PRI, AE4HAAE KA T Go/Gr 1, SRR AT 61
4%, WS caspase-3
2 FLERE4HH MCF-7 FEARAR e H IR KT, T iR ol A A KT 62
3 B HeLa WA AR, E3 F I Bel-2. COX-2 Al IL-1p 7KF 63
4 NB ORI G361 PhFEIE, ff MMP F#AC, 340 Bax, #7/> Bel-2, ¥ caspase-9. caspase-3. 64
CASP7. %% ADP-EHi % &4 (PARP). DNA [T DFF45/ICAD
5 HIMFE M RBL-2H3 i p53 BRI kiR, 5 Bel-2. Bel-xL HAE, #HS4AMMET: 65
6 I 1L 55 2 it HL-60 flEmp =k ROS, i SR AEE ST (MPT), il Bel-2, fi4Ifue 66
F C PR 40 fa o7
7 G BREAE PC-3 IR 2-FR AR E i, J8 N Bax, iz Bel-2 67

8 b 1 4 151 p53. caspase-3

68

T T 0t A [ A AR PR AR R WL R 3 o
caspase ZJGAN Bel-2 FRIEHE, 73 A RE S AL R
AL . NI COX-2 ZRAE FINLH], WM st i |
NI HVEARE . 2-H SR SR ME R SR T A Y A T
BN . N S BRI R T 4 R AN B 8
B FELE
2.7 TGRS

FrEEEmE Ccitral) 1b2% 44 3,7- 1 3E-2,6-3% —J-
-, R R EENREZ—, GITEE
a FIFTIERE b WM T4, 5l A7 7E T Frig
e IS TFEEY, e 0
ik 95%. AR A WA E SR, WEAER
F5A S PRI R T A AR S,

SRR UEY A, KT IR A R
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Table 8 Effect of citral on different cancer cells and its mechanism
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