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Abstract: Objective To identify WRKY genes from the rhizomes of Dioscorea zingiberensis and analyze the protein characteristics and
expression level of these genes. Methods The transcriptional EST database of the rhizomes of D. zingiberensis was used to search the analogs of
AtWRKY genes by BLASTn, the full-length open reading frames (ORF) of DzZWRKY and its protein characteristics were studied using
bioinformatic method, and the expression levels of DZWRKY genes in rhizomes and leaves were detected from transcriptional data of the
rhizomes of D. zingiberensis. Results Twenty-seven DZWRKY transcription factors family genes with full length ORF were isolated from the
thizomes of D. zingiberensis, and two WRKY domains were confirmed in six WRKY genes. All the DZWRKY proteins were predicted as
hydrophilic proteins and nucleoproteins with highly conserved WRKY domains. The 27 DzZWRKY and 19 AtWRKY proteins were divided into
three groups by phylogenetic analysis. All DZWRKY genes showed higher expression level in the leaves compared to the rhizomes, and highly
expressed genes were mainly in groups I and IId. DZWRKY proteins exhibited lower sequence identity. Conclusion The DZWRKY genes are
successfully isolated for the first time, which would provide a reference for the study on the roles of WRKY in development and active
components biosynthesis of the rhizomes of D. zingiberensis.
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%1 [FBEMET WRKY ERREMAER
Table 1 Information of WRKY genes in rhizomes of D. zingiberensis
YD Gty S it ‘ /) , Bk
HRFHE Bkl YN MEERS AL GRAVY  olRiE FERE p ot LAVEM 4R MR RIS dehifk e
CL10547.Contigl 1292 306 0944 9N CiutlpNpOwS; 9420 6412 0540 2386 1601 915 5098 739 87 174
CLI0547Contig2 1242 305 35079.1 954 CispthuNuOwSy 4512 6874 0473 1969 1908 677 5446 696 130 43 130
CLI83S Contigh 1236 259 77063 518 ChgHiuNwOsSs 5767 4865 0784 2085 1737 734 544 739 130 43 43 43
CL2497Contigl 2497 058 N3 607 CyusHuNaOiS 4905 6339 0735 1854 2012 881 5152 739 87 174
CL2497Conti2 1091 29 24651 615 CpygHpoNasOsgSs 4879 6033 -1000 1464 2092 837 5607 826 87 43
CL2497Contig8 3230 4 1L 567 CogHsuoNoOnSy 5499 5475 0736 2058 1561 718 5663 73 130 43 43
CLA4098 Contigl 1792 44 490959 612 ColNeOweSis 4163 5682 0922 1239 2207 833 5721 913 43 43
CLA4098 Contig3 1800 453 500581 655 CosHurNeOwsSy 411 6362 0870 1921 2314 1026 4738 652 130 174 43
CL5012.Contig2 810 219 B598 1017 CipHgNaOaSs 4425 7178 0454 2374 1416 822 538 739 87 174
CL697.Contig2 1716 388 419835 836 CiaghssoNsiOsnSs 6695 5670 0572 3247 1160 490 SLO3 696 130 130 43
CL697.Contig3 1704 514 555814 709 CoHyoNegOmSy 6381 5628 0688 3210 1148 428 5214 739 130 130
CL7347Contigl 1213 304 M0332 555 CupHmNusOgsSis 6440 6385 0596 3004 1447 691 3947 783 130 43 43
Unigenel393 1769 501 554103 677 CupHiNgOmSis 6279 5337 0864 2595 1597 659 5150 783 130 43 43
Unigene! 4084 1090 308 BI09 537 CugHmNiOgsSis 980 5769 0528 3182 1039 812 4968 739 174 43 43
Unigenel4117 1 646 349 9264 979 CigmNspOsiSyy 6314 6481 0783 3352 1461 659 4527 739 174 43 43
Unigenel 5016 81 174 196200 896 CisgHugNuOgS; 4895 4701 0740 1264 2414 1149 5112 652 130 174 43
Unigene2284 1176 300 0896 609 CigHpeNuOseSyp 5355 5793 0743 2500 1500 767 523 13 130 43 43
Unigene25512 1863 388 419835 836 CiaghssoNsiOsnSs 6695 5670 0572 3247 1160 490 SL03 696 130 130 43
Unigene31131 1160 30 361459 609  CisthuNisOspSye 5328 5788 0758 3061 1667 1152 4121 783 130 43 43
Unigene34566 908 202 09948 64 CiHisNOyeSis 5762 5743 0650 2574 1980 792 4653 957 43
Unigene34591 174 31 84268 553 CpbhesNaOuSy 4967 6041 0709 3170 1023 767 5038 810 43 43 43
Unigene34592 1302 34 20365 52 CiophgNsOSyy 6169 6151 0685 3021 1224 651 514 783 87 87 43
Unigene36980 1364 368 410806 520 CroHyeNsOwxSis 4778 891 0615 2636 1658 652 5054 696 174 43 43 43
Unigene6703 1252 300 BT M CugmNpOgsS; 4959 6430 0850 3233 1933 833 4000 783 130 43 43
Unigene6773 1062 Ul 268644 966 CpgHigoNssOsSie 4589 6307 0661 2490 2033 830 4647 696 87 43 174
Unigene8813 1260 20 3522 9T CrghhuaNyOSy 439 7279 0486 3357 1786 643 4214 86 87 43 43
Unigenel4939 1956 54 57336 S ConlheNeOsaSie 5045 6183 0702 1889 1737 38 5992 696 87 87
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PEFRET ) CoH Y, NS T 2R 11 28 WRKY
FH. BT 138 Cul WRKY AR 112K
K WRKY & A MRS 175138 0 C-X4-C- Xps-H-
X;-H, #1 2K a. b, d. e WM WRKY £ [ 14F
FRESHIFP AN C-Xs-C-Xos-H-Xi-H, 4545 AL
SRTHE— X 5y
24 [EMETH WRKY RiEEQM =444

h Tk TR JEM T WRKY B N
FC'u WRKY 45 W30 = 4450, d
Swiss-Model Chttp://swissmodel.expasy.org) X J&
W 27 SRR IR I AT = Yk 45 R )8

B, g5 SRR e 4R 2 O AT 1 o AR = 4t
ik . LL& A N I WRKY &5 K OB (K
CL2497.Contig8 N'¥iii 580 aa J 51 kAT [A] Y i A,

5 (K 2) KL CL2497.Contig8-N 115 4 4> B
g, H p1 FEH %075 WRKYGQK 4 1%,
CL2497.Contig8-N 5 AtWRKY1-C (2ayd.1.A).

AtWRKY4-C (2lex.1.A. 1wj2.1.A) (K755
PN 59.32%F1 58.33%. LA AT C'ifi WRKY
45 K38 1R CL2497.Contig8 C'3i 240 aa J3 51| 47 [
PR, SRR CL2497.Contig8-N 17 5 4 B
Prd, o p2 %075 WRKYGQK 4 %,
CL2497.Contig8-C 5 AtWRKY1-C. AtWRKY4-C
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A Sequence E-value Block Diagram B
CL4098.Contigl 1.3e-144 —_— ——
CL4098.Contig3 3.2¢-144 —
CL2497.Contig8  2.0e-138 S J— :
Unigene1393 8.7e-134 == - Motif 1
CL2497.Contigl ~ 7.1e-130 - -— :
Unigene14939 4.1e-108 M
Unigene6773 2.4e-89 —
CL2497.Contig2  2.5¢-88 _—
Unigene31131 1.2e-74 A
Unigene2284 1.2e-72 —
CL697.Contig2 1.3e-71 —
Unigene22512 1.3e-71 M—
CL697.Contig3 3.2e-71 -
Unigene34592 6.0e-68 N—
Unigene34591 3.1e-67 A—
Unigene14084 1.5e-66 —
CL1835.Contigd ~ 3.7e-64 -
CL10547.Contig2  1.5¢-63 —
CL10547.Contigl ~ 7.1e-62 -
Unigene8813 1.4e-61 —
Unigenel5016 1.0e-60 —
Unigenel4117 1.1e-58 —
Unigene36980 2.3e-53 ——
Unigene6703 1.6e-51 ——
CL7347.Contigl ~ 4.8¢-49 A— Il 5
Unigene34566 5.0e-31 ; T - - - - - - - RHAAR nwk it B I:. u%sa
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 C pEe e
# Motif 1 8 Motif 2 & Motif 3
C
Unigene14939 * ARIIVKAASSNE IITRI I R <266
Unigenel393 Y I L2602
CL4098.Contigl 132
CL4098.Contig3 147 | IN
CL2497.Contigl 349
CL2497.Contig8 388
D n
CL7347.Contigl * REVTSKTHE] WF R RDPIDBSHEFLLAPNHS---PC © 193
Unigene34566 : ==VTYAPHIM ] R g ] ESNASPM---IISPQIT‘“QYP o 89 1
Unigene36980 : » 3 He¥YRC G C (JFLEK-PM---RAAPAPASQQTT : 210
CL1835.Contigd - O 3 g WG C R 88 IHhH PWPLPKNHNHHHARRAGTS--- @ 132
Unigene14084 ! ---ADGLASH ] (G K 2 RE TA :lH»iH PVETHRNSLAGSTRAKFSPTAR : 210 | .
Unigene34591 : RSSGEVNPS F HeXyY K K 18 BHV'H PWETQRNALAGSTRSQPSKNMN : 260
Unigene34592 : RQSGEVNPSH YG X 3R] . 273
Unigene8813 : GGRFADLPTM 3 BT o{p A : 280
Unigenel4117 * SNKLADIPHS YG B R GO - T249
CL5012.Contig2  : SSKVADIPSH ] F : 219 | IId
CL10547.Contigl * SSEMADIPEN G ) [ 3 it ISE : 306
CL10547.Contig2 * SSEMADIPS ; R A R - T325
Unigene6703 . PSDSSLIVHE {YGRE RE Kl | : 230 | 1la
CL697.Contig2 : ARSDAPMISE A R AA ) | ©231
CL697.Contig3 ~ * ARSDAPMICH YGRT ) N : 357 | IIb
Unigene22512 : ARSDAPMISH F g WO q . 231
CL2497.Contig8  : TTSEVDILLM ) F ; . 600
CL2497.Contigl ~ * TTSEIDILLI ), 534
Unigene6773 : TTSEIDILIM G o117
Unigenel4939 AASDAGLVSH ol EG DMPTPKNGSDTTASVTISGTM 1436 I
CL4098.Contigl ~  TVSEVDILLH F g 1 EGKEMIDVEASRNSCHDTAAPLIGAGVN : 313
CL4098.Contig3 : TVSEVDILD) TG ; A K A 37
CL2497.Contig2 : TTEEIDLLL F B F Bl ©201
Unigene1393 : TTSDIDILDN Y GRF F R . - 41
Unigene2284 * TKSEVDHLEM F R © 231
Unigenel5016 : TKSQIEILOME (e i) : g R : 170 | Ilc
Unigene31131 : TKSEVDHLEM R R EGQETEQSEATLRGSSHILASASSSALE : 268

WRKYGQK C C HH(C)

A-WRKY & [ARTF SR B-IRF G HEEET  C-N'iG WRKY ML 4ILb  D-C'ifi WRKY S5k SR v 4 st —
FUFH PR B, S BRI BRI (8 55, AU 74 s AR (7 5t

A-schematic representation of conserved motifs in WRKY proteins of D. zingiberensis B-conserved WRKY motifs of DZWRKY proteins C-multiple
alignment of N-terminal WRKY domains among group I DzZWRKY protein sequences D-multiple alignment of 27 C-terminal WRKY domains

sequences; Highly conserved amino acid residues in each repeat are highlighted in dark gray

Bl1 BEMER WRKY EREWIE SR

Fig. 1 Analysis on WRKY domain sequences in rhizomes of D. zingiberensis
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CL2497.Contig8-N

2ayd. 1

CL2497.Contig8-C

Unigene36980
f

)

gr [t »

2lex. 1

B2 BHEHRMEIT WRKY S = 4454 E

Fig.2 Ribbon representation of rhizomes of D. zingiberensis and A. thaliana WRKY domain

(K1 — B2 54 69.86% 85.92%. 7 4M AT
EHER T 2R — /N 1 Unigene36980 1EAT 7] Y&
AR, RS CL2497.Contig8-N ) = 4 45 k25481,
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L, e 46 NERADA 3 ADRER (F 3D,
91 RBERRALHE CL2497.Contigl %54 2 4
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5/ 1d. 4 4 Ile DZzZWRKY & H, 205 58T
[F VS8 HE WRKY AR, BHR4i M Fa1 R
C-Xy45-C-Xp3-H-X;-H o« 2 1T 2K B 8 45
CL7347.Contigl. Unigene34566. Unigene36980 3

/N DzWRKY #1 3 4~ 11T 28 AtWRKY = H, #f8
GERIFER N C-Xg.7-C-Xa3.04-H-X1-Co 2 FHIERC )y
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Fig. 3 Phylogenetic tree of WRKY proteins from rhizomes of rhizomes of D. zingiberensis and A. thaliana
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Fig. 4

Expression level of DZWRKY genes in leaves and rhizome of D. zingiberensis
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Table 2 Function of WRKY transcription factors in 4. thaliana and several medicinal plants

JEHE LR ID s E A s Yy F AP % B%)Nita 2 3R
CL10547.Contigl AtWRKY11 NP_849559.1 U IF 55 G BT 2 BT A 17
CL10547.Contig2 ~ AtWRKY11 NP_849559.1 U IF 54 A B8 FE BT A 17
CL1835.Contigd AtWRKY69 XP 010916734.1  #IEIF 49
CL2497.Contigl AtWRKY?2 NP_200438.1 g T 40 wHRE. MrRE 18-19
CL2497.Contig2 AtWRKY3 NP_178433.1 U IT 53 ERY/ENT 15
CL2497.Contig8 AtWRKY2 NP_200438.1 EP P 44 TEMEE. FrREE 18-19
CL4098.Contigl AtWRKY20 NP _567752.1 U TT 50 PR I [ 20
CL4098.Contig3 AtWRKY?20 NP _567752.1 U TT 48 PR I [ 20
CL5012.Contig2 AtWRKY11 NP_849559.1 U IT 49 1 B 2 97 71 17
CL697.Contig2 AtWRKY47 NP_192081.1 BIRIF 45
CL697.Contig3 AtWRKY47 NP_192081.1 BIRIF 40
CL7347.Contigl AtWRKY70 NP_191199.1 PP 39 LELZ EAnTs 21

CrWRKY1 ADT82685.1 KHE 48 LB 9
Unigene1393 AtWRKY33 NP_181381.2 PP 46 T 22
Unigene14084 AtWRKY27 NP_568777.1 LR IT 59 TR 23
Unigenel4117 AtWRKY21 NP_565703.1 PP 52
Unigenel5016 AtWRKY51 NP_568995.2 ARG IT 61 SRFR T ka4 7 1) 24
Unigene2284 AtWRKY?23 NP_182248.1 IR IT 41 PO A ) R 25
CjWRKY1 BAF41990.1 I 52 IR A 8
Unigene25512 AtWRKY47 NP_192081.1 LI 45
Unigene31131 AtWRKY28 NP_193551.1 R IT 49 GEC7/NIE| A EC7)17) S E L) 26
CjWRKY1 BAF41990.1 BT 46 R 8
Unigene34566 AtWRKY38 NP_197649.2 ARG IT 50 MBI I A7 R R 16
Unigene34591 AtWRKY 14 NP_564359.1 EPN R 46
Unigene34592 AtWRKY 14 NP _564359.1 ENEe i 42
Unigene36980 AtWRKY53 NP_194112.1 B 39 MAKE, TRPNE 27-28
AaWRKY1 ACJ12926.1 BAGE 37 HEREWA R 10
Unigene6703 AtWRKY40 NP_178199.1 U IT 43 UEEAl SEL ) NVE SN E SN 29
Unigene6773 AtWRKY?2 NP_200438.1 AR IF 48 WWMEE. T RE 18-19
Unigene8813 AtWRKY21 NP_565703.1 HUrETT 60
Unigene14939 AtWRKY4 NP_172849.1 B 41 LERY/EART] 15
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