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Abstract: 2015 Nobel Prize was awarded to Professor TU You-you, which fill the gap of Chinese scientists in the Nobel Prize in natural
science. The discovery of artemisinin is a brilliant record in the history of science in the world. This is also a great inspiration for
scientific community, especially for natural medicine researchers. This paper summarized the historical evolution of artemisinin,
expressing the respects to the last generation of scientists and encouraging the younger researchers in this field. This article is one of the
series of historical stories on natural product chemistry written by the authors.
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Fig. 1 Flow chart for drug development from natural sources
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Fig. 2 A. carvifolia and A. annua recorded in A Handbook of
Prescriptions for Emergency by GE Hong and An Illustrated
Book on Plants by WU Qi-jun
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Fig. 4 Chemical structures of artemisinin
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Fig. 5 Total synthesis route of artemisinin
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Fig. 7 Yadav’s total synthesis route of artemisinin
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Fig. 9 Chemical structures of artemisinin derivatives
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Fig. 12 Artemisinin-chitosan conjugation
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Fig. 13 Artemisinin amide derivative
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Fig. 14 Artemisinin ether derivative
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Fig. 15 Spirobicyclic artemisinin analogue



TR

Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 2% 47 % % 19 3§ 2016 £ 10 A

* 3357

R L 2T TR I A AN R
NI 1548, H ERFR I RIRE SBEIZ T 2015
SERE NIRIT RGMEABIRIER 1.1 R %3k % 24,
W FCIE SEH RS 3 B & s e IS, PR BN
(¥ G s P
3 EBYWMMRATESTSEZMETIEPaIE

R (B 16D BLA R E A R R B 4 S i 51
RFH EVTFL S, 2001 4238 M A S0 . B
52 R J BR R 1] T 8 LB 24 T R R RN IE R
£, T 1978 £ E X PUEHT IR B 3k 4 Bl 22K
o “EFRERBHE R, 1979 FEREFRHES
R THIRER, 1984 FEhEEESSTRN
“HIE 35 LK 20 BIE KEARHE SR 22— F
HRIB A 5AAKFE . WO HEE. N TE K
iR &% 2% 55 — Sl VP o A DAk st i v [ v AR 1Y
HHERSA “HTIU R 7.

El 16 BUYHRAR
Fig. 16 Prof. TU You-you

T i 2 e A [ LI — A0S B A AL AL
annua Linn. " (B 17) F5 B HRETRIA=Y)
B R MRS EWIER A8, BEra 2 A
ANE A ERA, W12011 4F 3 H 31 HA g il & 58
10 B H (RRSRIIY £ HGIES: s £/ (bt
JEIC), DARRE (T A 2N 1 = R
R

TG, BRI E S IR A Pt
JETE 1 H A A EARIR SR DUA G R DL S i e &= 3
FEERER (B17) M2 Eumut 5t i, ohEiX
AN RIAEHEAF B R RII R T o B
TERL B TR—RIAAA TG HE S RERVTFZ R
IGHT, N HARRE N G S 2k 4 52 MG
YRRy, DUHS R EA USRI A4, (H2
WABREIS NI ERE R EIMA“5237 B HA )G,
B N R REBEPIAREE RS . AREL, M7 255
TEITRITNT, EViEPERER, WEARHA
KAE, B TOEEY. AT 2 000 RFf
2577, SR (PUERISTTER), M ik H

17 BEREEMEER
Fig. 17 A. annua and artemisinin

BAEH BN 640 Fh 25 50ETT 254, JF HAE

FLaih L REATSRIRHT T, HRIETRIL .

Zid 200 Z 21 380 MR IL, B
W 5 Jr R AR RLBIUE AR T T CRAE D . AT MR
Bt (#2075  “EFE R, DUKR=Th, Bt
g, Rike” wG “AE” MRER, NEE
BRI, TRERRATRA “DUE” Bk
gre EAWHIRR TR EEIUELEY “4it”,
A RALGE 2 IR WIJHERRZ 1, e
SUERR AT REAZAPN “il” BORERIBER 17 A )
ARSI HELE, el AR R VA T Lk
BATE E R AR IR T, SR ER
BESR BUR A5 0 SExt RERIN A T B Rm. 4l
RSN, R BRI 191 S5 E TR
Poke i, S OB R AL 100%0H] 2. f£4
DIy 190 ZRSER R 5, B BvRE 2 24T
TR T R SR 1 B rp P S BGRR 73- SRAF S BUE S
Wy IR dU L 100%A0 6 2 ) Z B o

1972 4% 3/, JEmhmh AT 78 /N AR (0 B 43 4
o HEE PR LIS R . 1973 4, HiEiR
) R 098 T 2AE 2 i b DX S B 82 A 45 390E 5K
“5237 TiH P AR TR RERE E RN 4SS S Ik
A AT ER, ENHAATIIR.

Z45 e IS 235 B R K TE PO N 2
BRI BRI R . B2, HiERNRIb
PR« A R AR R KRR AR, KA H
R, WER ERERARE I NETER. BER
2 F H AT 1E A E T ) A A BRI — 15 2]
ANZY. TR SRR EE, oy “h
E 257 HETHERE T QO LRI TERK
PRAEIT IR, BRI H 3%

JE i T A — BB T H B R A S
W7t FHRRMEVRAATUEERMNERAH
b 2 R AR, AT T RIBA 2 £ 10 SE BT T,
RIS &= BA e 2016 44 7 12
H, B s “ WEH E R ARIVE” ot



* 3358 -

¢ %% Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 25 47 % 2 193 2016 10 A

Fri I [ 5B a2 B S LR R L, SRS 24
i ARRIALE . WEH E RAERITERF, K
A7 NIRRT Gl e AR B sk
4 FEREREANTK

1977—1979 4, JES: 3 A KT & RmU MR
LAFFRFI, 1979 4, BFREZE “ERK
B mge R A SN, e B s — K
BRI — RN . 1979 4E 8 A, HAREKIER A7
P E AN E T (P EERY KR T —RE
3 R BUE Y SR, XAETE DT R
NGRS —IR T Bk A ERE SRR .
1985 4F, Science K#E | 1 MK THEHREMLRIAL
# “Qinghaosu (artemisinin): An antimalarial drug
from China” P, {HIFARIL L HFEHRIVRIA . 2006
4, [ NIH % 5K Hsu A JF R K CF“ The history of
qing hao in the Chinese materia medica”, HH A
HisE B E R IR P, 2000 48, FE fER R
WE 5T 02 BEAE B E Molecules &R, WHTE H
R IR DU T B, 2011 45, 3£ NIH
L Miller 5REFTH LA S FEARRARS, £
A R ATIEA F R AT Cell bR SCEER,
IWARILE B R KD RAZ A D) T BB .
2011 48, BMIMIAT 7 RAE Nature Medicine X 3% 3
117, 7 3 5 & i R I
5 BYEIRR KRR

2011 49 3 7 H BT 70 5 38455 22 3R S o
(GSK) H B A HCo e 7 B AE i B2 AN H Rt 242
AR B BARAT IR R B L, BN
AT ESMRZ NAITEE R, (HIRD NEniEEmm.
FLAE 2008 FHUKHF A William Burns S 7E 1#%
(qginghaosu.blogspot.com) H Fil il A >k i U1 /R 22 1] g
KT E SRR

2011 4F 9 H, w R 52 w5 S 20 v
IR T, UREM I T HEHE— —
FRITIESR 25, (ERBERER 2 K e h [ X458
THEANW EG . Pl Rwa “RE M IUR
oy 2 RAE, REERAFENAEYESED,
PR TR T DUR I — TR . Bz
LUK, I 300 ZAIREEZGREL, B
A 1AL SRR AL ) B ORRERH7 5K

1B HT 1997 4E LR v UUR A B Bl e o
K ET, FiL—PYaLhfinmXad, Hik
NATA N J: v i B 3545 v DUR AN — 25 2 2

T AAN I Tz 17 v 22 o DR AL 2222 (1) R
bR, BRET: OFEBRESGMWE TN,
BHBEART WML ENEEAERIR T, 4515
EARFTFIRRE HZET. &&ET, T 74 L
WRPEZ L AE R T BB L. ATk =451
SHUE &SR EA M 21, & HADPUE 258 R R
XRPUEA I — N B QTR NURS
DI EHIR A E B R BEIRAY) . SR, HE
%, UUKKIIATSIRR R MR B AR 5 S )G 4
Sl B ek v DR, B A R B B A 24 B = UG
MAE BRI RN E K MRS T3 TURK.. FHHERAE
N—ANEFWZY R, TRBCT Bl A,
TEREA 2GR s AR R T4, A 288 E
AT TURA B 2 i 2242 . (B2, MR H
vl 2B FRAT U DUR 2L 2 B A W R I R) 22, bR
FIRAF P e 2 (2006 ) 5 3 FIRiEG I/RE
(2009), EKMET 31 F2 A, “HBIENS, S5
2, A4SRG5S TR AKX S IR R
T AL,
6 SEHEZEMEABRNEMBFER

TEH E RIS FE, BB 50
W HEKTTER, 25 58 g H e R 4 BT
el BB R BEEEE, MPUEIRK
SES N R 2K A E R R, A R
AR ALY, R ST U T R ) R SO RN R
Tk 5 2K 25 BE 2 77 5 RS AL, 5E AL X TS )
o ERME AL A TS K R, SE R
E e g e AR K AL B TR 2 T B e 4G 2R DL A B
WA TSN IR RN RS n%E, BEFENSE
BT B EINE I A 1L AR R 2 BT
MIBRIR G . PR FE 5%, #7E &AAN [R) A
THEKTTER, MANEA R 2 BRER TG [ R 5 4H R
FIYME A BB 5

P SCRRARIE , FAE 1972 SEFR%0 B W /N 5 7
HIRYAERERE, LR A JR 7T 5 7R
BHRELGHTTEE. = B8 W0 78T BT
BT B A BN PRI B TR, I RE R
Y FURE TR B Ll 2R 2 T R 25 T BT BRI Xt AL
NRFEH)— KA Z54L2:, RG24 E RN RS
SRR TAES . ILARE P EAHATM A
B AT G 50 TAE, W RS PUE
AREBMEER, ol s smeEzR” (LA
A EER” (mF), WREREAH TS G



¢ %% Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 25 47 % 2 193 2016 10 A

* 3359 -

THERRRCZHER . 1974 54, JLRiHE
o R SEAE T 2N 2 R R 3 A 2 A [
MIALEE Ry o T M R 2 24 K22 ) 2 FE AR B A PR
W FERIAE i 1 2RI T m R B LYW T, 2=
FARMRPUE L IR R T otk iR K FF 2 TRl R K
HIN.
Rl K e T 1999 4R B IR M ek (K

18), 1986 452 [HW i R M HATEMI T ki =

R AT RN 2Tk e IR - 5O ik B R B
PG BHARAT S G LU 24 S AT, i S Pl E BH 2
J S — AL ) A A P E R L.
2004 £ 7 7, 5 BAHZNB K 1AL
BRI, DIHBRMESX MRS 2 5 “RT7.
T R DA A P AGE R AR ZE, dikrhzy
P E B RE R AT EE K, FRHB A s
R H B MRt AR AUA ] %4
SFANRAEE AR 2t B (CREH BRI 08,
BRI ESAE PSS ST ES - N I)Y RE I S!S EE &
SBR T UL B R R RN, EPY)I HEER
DU A 2 5 NS R A Ak, 42Tk 80%H)
H i H PR BERP FE Ay “H A E =27,
FEFHEIL T, BEAEE MOV I RECE 1“4,
FRIRMHTU R BRR T “ P FIEE” i . N T4
SEIRMIETTOL, BRHNEAE 7Y R E s 3
ST BRI A

B 18 EFRMIARR
Fig. 18 Prof. WEI Zhen-xing

M H R IR LA SBALE A = A 2ot
TOHT. 1973 4, Z Rt i N R R, =
Yy PR i TR (5REE D
AN [R5 B S B O IR 3R A5 1 B0k 45 di 1
1973 5 4 H 73 SR RIPUER BOME (45848 3), Jf
N “CEELS U7 JESFRAEER). NF
2R i TAE MBI gm 5 N 4 ik 3 L&
PIREAIR A /N BRI s e IR . ead it — P i
i BT, WRFCALIESE 13 5 A e AT
SERA R REHRIERSF . SHEN, =/

25T I B T R S AR AR A IR b R A B
E WO 5 I i) 5 R R B %58, e X
Pl BN AR AR, 2 KRGS Artemisia
annua L. f. macrocephala Pamp.. KIt, AR %45
ERTT 2N ER (HER). XA& “523”7 DHFH
A BN E R AR, JRRIL 7O &
KA T JER) 2 N A B AR Ak, T4
B BREL, 4 RIGIRRIEIRME T RENTER,
AR e 1 AT H i

IR R R R AN (B19) £3%
LARIPUELRR, IWRKIES SR AME N, W
AREHFESRLAIEARV T EFF AN 1967 4, HH
BUFEZN T “5237 BUH, BESESTEERH T EK
EHERPUER S i AR 25 ME L 53 ) AR ST R AN
H 2 2 A7 IR ERHMTIRER, AR RGBT e R
FURIER T M B2 K% (g N R 2=k B
ZEE M IR N . N “5237 TiH JE, 4HE
W 5 /N AL R TR NS R e e 3t X AT 3R T
1982 4 8 H, ZEMEFRE MR “HHESHE &S
RINPUENER " K RAE T35 44 15 E 1 Kt JT)
Rard b, EPRFAR TG H 160 2. ML,
HE RN ERPUE LRI RTE S FEWRAN T
iR N B T 8 2R BRI ERAE A Bk AT 7%
AT A&

e % 51 5, ZFEM— BEIEREPUETTEZ,
B JeE ST B R IR R R R SR ERAE A
FEA T AR 2% s 1 ) Tl o A ) 2R LR R S
ek T HOA R R A . IPUE DT T R H DT
BR, fhoc/ERISEkE . RO F UM LI — “4&
Jo e i & 7 (2006 43R SR 2E £ EBUF TR A
TNRARFEZ” (2007 FE3RBET TAEFMUR ). X
SR E R AR GRS K AR RO 2R 5
RN R

% ERFA B g S KR (Louis Mina) 7EA
FIE Gt “FERfRWE— M rd R,

B 19 FEFHEIR
Fig. 19 Prof. LI Guo-qiao



* 3360 -

¢ %% Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs 25 47 % 2 193 2016 10 A

J& e 2 — AT v B R R R I T T R R
YA BN — NSRS BRAS T i
IR AP TT 2 R EM S — MG RIS IR
ERIT” R —UER R R 24 “5237 WH %
BEEFBRATT . PWEERhIEL AR S %, DUR
MR 265 RN 7T Dt 44 AR S

7 RAHGMARREE

H SR T A AR 08 K kA R A i T
LR E B A Y, X R AR AAR,
WS 2 R B R EE T T 5,
WA DO A S f B et R, RIARF=4)
TEHUE . PURYL. S R RR P Z 2R 48 24502 )7 T
e B/RE R, RN RIATT E R Z
Vs BB P A EBEIIR L —.

WIE RS ARy . IR RIEFERT, AMV i b T
U T ELHE R 2R K, MR AR L SRR 4L,
BEMAEKT KREER A TRIE, CDAIEsLmZ
YA 12 000 ZH, R RADITEERR Y
ik s A G ER AL T ARIA R B B AR R
RHEAERERJLTEMEAT L, fd—RR
NSRBI ALE S5 399, BEA SER MRk R X
BlmIRES:, FEAWH o8y s, 7L
R A At () 24 Ak N R EE A O, N T % 5 Sk
SR T F A0S BAER . 1E 0 B WM b
AL BALI R “EE SRR, &
ARSCHERAERIT 5T 1 B K HE I 21 45 T FRR IR

WiE, BEAAPEDN R TTER T 7 L B
ERERL, AE E AR — L R SE S S )
AR, FHEEE TR g bR Bk, HE
RIR ISR E R T oR%, (HIFRAHRE ZH
L[ B GBFLa - 3T 30 ok B X BHFE BN K
WE XG0, 4 2009 4 H A 500 10703 2571
R, AT A U E 25 K

P FRERNRRIT RN E LA B DA 3
A, 2 ARBRRZGY), BIEMAESER, 57
1 MREERAEE. FARENERERE
W VIR ZREE . AR 5 1) 2 4%
PE B FIWLE I 2 R S AR TEIEAR S B A
FERARAR T, F— IR RN 29 1
I — MR AR A — PR R BUR AR = R, AME
HEBN T BEE R R, HES) T NI 20 . 2015
A B W W I 5 D1 3RAF A DR AR BB R A 24T T T 3K
[ A B 2= R 18 TUR B RREHE IR, fEA

TRk 2 2 B A LRV AR R DUR B 288
A W TURE IR m AN AT 22, (B 75 B4 S AR
AL RAR G 2 23 R B R 51 S
Z—, BMIEIL 2011 £ 9 H 30 HRFE T ALER
KEAR, B CHEZ) REREBE, 15 REwWmw)aT
LR 1 AE 2 BrEHr B B A, Donad . &

SRS B v RVRE T W 2%, p e B

S 30k

1] SR, 200, A1 K, F O RAGYNY LG &
TR AFER U R AE R [ HEY, 2014,
45(19): 2737-2742.

[2] SEX, FEHE, BRI, % RAHGWIER T SH
2k [J]. E2h, 2010, 41(10): 1583-1589.

[3] Fiim. HERRXAMWKRELL I BRKE,
2012, 34(1): 44-47.

[4] FEwidy. FEEESRELY M]. d6u: Dk
JiAt, 2009

[5] TuY Y. Chemical studies on qinghaosu [J]. J Tradit Chin
Med, 1982, 2(1): 3-8.

[6] FXEK. HFERERPRISTERE [J]. Aaklau,
2012, 16(3): 260-265.

(7] T HREEIERKRTFRYMEL. HE =BT iEEE
P65 WIHIRBUER ISR [J]. BEEZ2E2R &, 1979(1): 12-16.

[8] ZEEM. HEZRIRITXEACEMEE 48 BllkKIRE [J].
BriE g2, 1979(1): 17-20.

[91 White N J, Pukrittayakamee S, Hien T T, et al. Malaria
[7]. Lancet, 2014, 383(9918): 723-735

[10] 3 ff, x #, M Bk, & HEREKATEWT
FudkRe [J). PEZMNERE, 2012, 22(2): 155-166.

[11] FkeR, THERE, RHER, %5 EINF RN EN
[7]. fh2f249R, 1979, 37(2): 129-132.

[12] EE RS AMEL. — PR B Al —7
HFR [J]. BHFER, 1977(3): 142.

[13] XIUEH, i, #4755, %, HEH (Arteannuin) [
SEMIFIR L [J]. fhZE254Rk, 1979, 37(2): 129-143.

[14] Schimid G, Hofheinz W. Total synthesis of Quinghaosu
[1]. J Am Chem Soc, 1983, 105(3): 624-625.

[15] Xu X X, Zhu J, Huang D Z, et al. Total synthesis of
artemisinin and deoxyartemisinin [J]. Tetrahedron, 1986,
42(3): 819-828.

[16] FLiuk, £ fh, ikl & HERWEREY T
FURE [J]. 252453, 2013, 48(2): 193-205.

[17] Yadav J S, Thirupathaiah B, Srihari P. A concise
stereoselective total synthesis of (+)-artemisinin [J].
Tetrahedron, 2010, 66(11): 2005-2009.

[18] ki, X, FHHK. — M &R
J7i%: W, CN102718773 A [P]. 2012-06-05

—

HHERMN



¢ %% Chinese Traditional and Herbal Drugs

Fa474% F 191 2016 F 10 A * 3361

(22]

(23]

(28]

[33]

Zhu C Y, Cook S P. A Cconcise synthesis of
(+)-artemisinin [J]. J Am Chem Soc, 2012, 134(33):
13577-13579.

J e, VEAEE. UM RS ALY E H R AE T
FAMEER [J]. 155K, 2000, 58(2): 135-143.
Yadav J S, hirupathaiah B, Srihari P. A concise
stereoselective total synthesis of (+)-artemisinin [J].
Tetrahedron, 2010, 66(11): 2005-2009.
X e, FERGEDNAR [
15(4): 183.

X8, PUEAFEIRE AT (],
23(1): 46-52.

=B, EHE, R, % HE RN E R
1. BlEEER, 1979, 24(14): 667-669.

2, B, R0, % BERRUMNE R
[J]. thZE244R, 1982, 40(6): 557.

Paitayatat S, Tarnchompoo B, Thebtaranonth Y, et al.

25 i@k, 1980,

2R, 1999,

—
—

Correlation of antimalarial activity of artemisinin
derivatives with binding affinity with ferroprotoporphyrin
IX [J]. J Med Chem, 1997, 40(5): 633-638.

Xiao D, Yang B, Chen Y J, er al. Synthesis of water
soluble C-10-phenoxy artemisinin-chitosan conjugate [J].
Asian J Chem, 2013, 25(8): 4654-4656.

Liu Y, Wong V K W, Ko B C B, ef al. Synthesis and
cytotoxicity studies of artemisinin derivatives containing
lipophilic alkyl carbon chains [J]. Org Lett, 2005, 7(8):
1561-1564.

LiY, Shan F, Wu J M, et al. Novel antitumor artemisinin
derivatives targeting G1 phase of the cell cycle [J]. Bioorg
Med Chem Lett, 2001, 11(1): 5-8.

LiY, WulJ M, Shan F, et al. Synthesis and cytotoxicity of
dihydroartemisinin ethers containing cyanoarylmethyl
group [J]. Bioorg Med Chem, 2003, 11(6): 977-984.

Liu G Song S S, Shu S Q, er al. Novel spirobicyclic
artemisinin analogues (artemalogues) synthesis and antitumor
activities [J]. Eur J Med Chem, 2015, 103(1): 17-28.

NI, R R v S A R Z AR P T
SRR R EM G D] B SBARETK
%%,2014.

MR, kM. 7583 AL BRI Wl Wl A 7

[37]

[38]

[39]

[40]

[41]

[42]

[43]

P IA B s 2R SR AL T J& M R K36 [N/OL]. 2016-04-13.
http://gd.people.com.cn/GB/n2/2016/0413/c123932-28133800.
html.

AWy BRI ST A MR AL, T R SRS R K
HA AL [ AP ERRE, 1979(11): 1114-1128.
XEE, s, BE5F, 55 T E R G RN
[7]. fh2f243), 1979, 37(2): 129-142.

Klayman D L. Qinghaosu (artemisinin): An antimalarial
drug from China [J]. 1985, 228(4703):
1049-1055.

Hsu E. The history of qing hao in the Chinese materia
medica [J]. Trans Roy Soc Trop Med Hyg, 2006, 100(6):
505-508.

Liao F L. Discovery of artemisinin (Qinghaosu) [J].
Molecules, 2009, 14(12): 5362-5366.

Miller L H, Su X Z. Artemisinin: Discovery from the
Chinese herbal garden [J]. Cell, 2011, 146(6): 855-858.
Tu Y Y. The discovery of artemisinin (qinghaosu) and
gifts from Chinese medicine [J]. Nat Med, 2011, 17(10):
1217-1220.

O, M 7. HERERSE (1] Yy
, 2011, 27(12): 989-991.

BIE. RGN LG BERE )] R,
2011, 42(10): 1878-1884.

WEEE, & B, FUE, & RRGYLYE L )
A TS [T, EZY, 2013, 44(6): 641-645.

B, X AR, B, & RRGMNE LT B
WHEHERME AR [J. P2, 2013, 44(18):
2630-2633.

WEGEE, FUE, £ &, 5 KRR 1
JKTE R [J]. THEEZG, 2014, 45(9): 1330-1335.

fF R, BOE, ETT7, & R 4
AR BI2 [J]. FHLZ, 2015, 46(9): 1259-1264.

SENEE, FUE, ET T, & RARGYMLY B R
RIS TR S [0]. TRELZG, 2015, 46(14):
2019-2033.

WEGEE, FUE, ETT5, 5. RARAGYMLY L
RAEY) [T]. HHEZ, 2016, 47(8): 1251-1264.

EEY, £T77, & 5, & RAGYMLEEE: K
HIEFERZ5Y) (1], ThE2, 2016, 47(10): 629-1642.

Science,

E=1





