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Research progress in boswellic acids from medicinal plants in Boswellia Roxb. ex
Colebr. and their pharmacological action as well as mechanisms
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Abstract: Frankincense, the gum resin from the plants in Boswellia Roxb. ex Colebr. or the other plants belonging to Burseraceae, has
a long history as a medicine in China. The investigations on the pharmacological effects of the resin have demonstrated its
anti-inflammatory, antisepsis, antitumor effects, etc. This article classifies and summarizes the preparation methods, pharmacological
effects, action mechanisms, and metabolic process in vivo or in vitro of boswellic acids compounds, and providing the reference for the
further development and utilization of boswellic acids and medicinal plants in Boswellia Roxb. ex Colebr.
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1 IABBRERDUFEHMEZES
1.1 FBEBRENDUELEN

FLA S HRR IR WA RN B R 5L
FRFES, BT T =G, &4, NI
T O FRE NS, AL S5 M 3000
JRERGETY . SRR . o g e T - A -
FLFE (B-boswellic acid, 1) V. ZWEIE-B-FL 7R
(acetyl-B-boswellic acid, 2) | 3- ZWEHE-11-FRIE-B-
FLFME (3-acetyl-11-carbonyl-B-boswellic acid, 3) P,
11-350E-B-FL 7 (11-carbonyl-B-boswellic acid, 4) ),
LM -11- 32 5L -B-FLF R Cacetyl-11-hydroxy-B-
boswellic acid, 5) ¥, ZWiJE-110- 4 SE-B-FLF
(acetyl-11-alpha-methoxy-B-boswellic acid, 6) ),

9~10

9,11- L&A -B-FLAM (9,11-dehydrogenase-B-boswellic
acid, 7) " 3a-ZMHE-9,11- LA -B-AFKR Ga-
acetyl-9,11-dehydrogenase-p-boswellic acid, 8) ',
FIOR I A o-FL R (a-boswellic acid, 9) ),
LMW HE-a- LT (acetyl-a-boswellic acid, 10) ®)
9,11- & -a- AL (9,11-dehydrogenase-a-boswellic
acid, 1D 3- 2.1 5£-9,11- 240 -a- 7L 75 1% (3-acetyl-
9,11-dehydrogenase-a-boswellic acid, 12) U, B}
it W 1, BAREER K 1.
12 IABRERDELETRLREYTRSH
2L 2 MU E T LA I 2L 75 B
PR IR, T FLAF BR IS o AR AN [ i R (R L
P o A AT 22 5. WAR 1.

1~12

1 AEDERIBFREMS RGN

Fig. 1 Main structures of parent nucleus of boswellic acids in frankincense

x1 ABREMASEILERAMBENTHNH

Table 1 Distribution of boswellic acids in medicinal plants of Boswellia Roxb. ex Colebr.

75 22 g AR JERYES

1 B-FLAFR R;=0OH, R,=COOH, R;=H, FRAEW. G AER
2 L-B-FL AR R,;=0Ac, R,=COOH, R;=H, RICAEM . A FLAER
3 3- LW E-11-BhcAE-B- AL 1R R,;=0Ac, R,=COOH, R;=0 RICELEW . A FL &R
4 11335 -B-FL & 1% R,=OH, R,=COOH, R;=0 RIRIAER . A LA
5 L1175 -B- AL ER R;=OAc, R,=COOH, R;=H, OH K KILFEH

6 L HE-11a- AR IE-B-FL IR Ui FLE R

7 9,11-L4-p-AAEM R,=OH, Rs=COOH A I FLAE

8 30- L THE-9,11- L4 -B-ALEF R R;=a-OAc, R=COOH RICAEM . hn AR
9 o-FLE IR R¢=OH, R;=COOH RECTLAM . A FLAEH
10 LI -0-FL TR R¢=0Ac, R,=COOH RICAEM . hHFLER
11 9,11-li A -a-FL &R Rg=0Ac, Re=COOH RICAEM . A FLAER
12 3-ZB3E-9,11- %R -0-FLF R Rg=0Ac, R=COOH U FLE R
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2 FAEBREM S R &R
2.1 BRERIEFIRINIABRERS

2yt S I AL A b FL R IR I A I > 50%
hfebr, #0E TILEREMEDIEE T2 IEK
G, U 6 55 95% LA 4 154 95% 2.
WE, A3RHRE 24 h, &9F 2 UAREUR, TR
RN EE N 1.10 247 (60 °C) HIRH, ¥iRE
I 1S E AL T, T pH [ E 10~12, €1, B
PEW, N 5% LIRS, A pH A 2.0 LLF, Hrid
DUBE, KPEEHTE, 60 CukIET4, K, HEIf.
2= A LR B LRI E S - LR
B-ALAFIMR . LB I -a-ALHR . LB IE-B-FLEIR
11-B3-B- LB A IE LA IR 1 1o-FE 5k -B- LW L FL
TR 11-0E-B- AL AR .
22 ATIBEFIRNABERENS

AT A R g L R AR A W i B R
MR, 8T AE TR PRSI, $2E
WA CHEE. K OB R REERR OB KA
NI (20, 30, 40 min) “5[KEE . 45K, HEE
P T FEEEE T, HE AR 30 min B A SE 442 AL &
O-FRIE-B- AL EFR A a- LI ER . B- L1
FLER 3 PR LB
2.3 BRIEFERERABTRER S

S A A M 2 kg, INCEEFIR 1.5,
JEIE, VBV R R4GE R TClER, S AR O
W pH AEZ 9~10, 8, OB SRR 1Y pH 1
5 3~4; hhE, Kot ek, g, 43 200
g BH . MREPIWFER TR, KRNI FE
T o-AER B-ALER B-LBEFLEIR  11-53E-B-
LTI -
24 ABFBREMSWSBHALSZE

T e 25 VOV Y e e A 0 30 5ok L 7 W 1 = 4
FE SR I EAT 0 2, DA k- T 1R & T o 3 0
JBE, N AR BE T A VR A R Gl T R Sk
Ji&. Sephadex LH-20 & /4H ODS H: il 72, I
g 2] 9 MAF R, 750k B-FLEIR
LR 11 0-HAAE-B-FL AR . 11-5E-B- LA 1R
LWEFE-11-3RIE-B-FLFIR . 9,11-KEB-ILFIR. &
Wi -a- AL . CBEEE-B-FLEIR . o-FLEIR. 9,11-
LA -o-FLEMR . T8 42 T R FA: €0 38 o 7L 7
RIS IR SR SE I IEAT 73 85, LA = %0 e e o
FEBEML, P4 SRR IR S e O ARAT - i 4% 4
B, JFELE MR S MAFRENEY, 2k s

MhEe-o- LR . OMHE-B-ALFR . a-FLEFMR. B-TL
BTIR LEHE-11-FRIE-B-FL AR
3 HYEMEREERNGIFR
3.1 mAEMREAERNE

X 21 7 SO L BRI A I E PR AR K o
WRTT RSO 5 RIB PRI R IR ARSI 4K
W oo U BL A S e REETT TR I 2
FHPURIEE . WTUEY], AFRIPIRIEERA
B AR FERIVERT /N PURAEH) 2 88 1l
W R, /N iv 1 pg MAFRIMEY,
REAT AN HI 1 12-0--+ DU o Bt ol 38 1% - 13- 2 1R i
(TPA) PRI AIE, 45 2471 1A B - Hem il =
(ICso) B, FRILH G PRI g aglts)
SR IE T SR Sk B BRI e A2, DR 5
LpeR VNP K KN EN =X AN = Al ot et s
WA VI Y HEAT HURE s 25 30 A i A
SE RN, SEHUNS T T SRS AR R A K Bl
Wity A5 240 35) HLAT 0 25 TR~ i 4
3.1 A SRR EEEEYE SRR B R
PSS B, L — R E S RV B B =
B4, ‘ERACEVIGEIRAE 5-NR45 & M 1E T 2B,
T =R g v R0 T FPA% 0 R T s 4 i
HATRBREAAE I, A8 A 40 M SR T 2ORE B AL,
MR SEAE o [RS8t BE 1S o 0 B 3 e, el
KM T FLARIENE YT LIEEE-11-BREE- B-FL
TR PR AL O =R I &5 a0 i b, FEAE
T AR MK A A0 5-IR%e G mE, 16 5-IRA &
s PESZAME], TzA SV B RE T 5-IRA G
3 o A S T e,
3.1.2 A RAEA G40 RS AL s i
A ) S E R BTG, (5 Sk i
H () E 1 R TRV T TR B OGS PR A
BCA% A M 22 25U A B B ( mitogen
activated-protein kinase, MAPK) 114 % H /- S
5 Sl RAL L5 5 L L R R IL, 72— RS
(R 200 LS 25 B g - p38-MAPK il /& MAPK H ) —
T, 55 9 E G AL/ PR 00 0 25 A B B R %5 )
K. KEMFFLRM, p38-MAPK Wl f H A 511
p38 f& THEK A AR 7/ AR R ke A K
HEAEHT, $0H] p38-MAPK BB A n LY i
RATH A, G R BT 1074, A RO
RNV . WL, FLETRXAT p38-MAPK Ml
R 2,
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3.2 BETEMEREERLE

FLA WG h LA R A S 0T I8 40 A P
B AT SR AN TSR, AR T R AR
(AR, PTREEAT SN R AR . SRR
i WAL F R AR, & — MRS P
2R IR RS A7
3.2.1 HiMG/EH  Wang SPUSE 2 W - 11-3
BE-B-FLA B AT/ BV 1 P B RV AT B 5 RS 11 i 1
Jipged = A AR R, 45 R R S - 11 - -B-
FLE R A9 D /N WUIE N R AP I A, B
R IR 0 o e B AR MR, B AT B A IR T
g (AR o WESCR T, o-FLA R L AT R A
DNA. RNA s ARER, JF H 25w,
WO - LA R L AT HUAN MO B O P o 5 T B )
R N Pt 0 0 22 Tca8113, FAS[EIVREHIHL
FIRN} Tca8113 4 HEST 24, 48, 72 h AbHH, 455
RIFLFEIRAEINH] Tca8113 40 sy, SINH—
(R LRI TR RROC R, I RERAL Tea8113 41 g
T, I R B A o
322 SMEIEFIEN BOTMPWIT R OB E
P& 1] 5 N F LG 4 HL60 /) 5l B2 €7, 25907 40
BI16F10 FIA R 2R 40 e MV-3 #1504k, A4 e
BRAA, 1BHNEIkTS, MR = .
323 BHRUMRETEN  SHKEPTAL AR
) 3- L WEE-11-FREE-B- LA IR (AKBA) AT
Y, DR B BRGS0 FOER =l i e % 11 47
I, B A A 3 A R SRR 3 A e S AR K1k
W, KA e (acridine orange, AO) FIVRAL
ZIE (ethidium bromide, EB) X{Heffyd:, & H
AL N 2 LGk (A % 40 i (NB4) 7
TG SR MTT BLEN 2 H kst 4% NB4
ML A PR . SEIRE R EOR, 3 A R AR
FLAFRU G HARMINIE T NB4 41 M i
P57 3 A7 e FEHUAR I FLA B Ak ) ) B A s
I M BRI 1
3.24  WHIR AR OGS S SE K HFURIN
AKBA 1] DLIE ek ) 7 i 27 25 A 2R 1 5 28 B R I
BN R 524k 2, I R A B L
YN ES I NIN=R TN AT (O Ra ey s PN (1] I Ra SN %5 )
AR, ek TR A R IR RN, I A A e
MK I3F HRBL AKBA REFIEIA 2 R PEE BEw
A 5 5 A F R SRR T (STAT) -3 15 5
W%, AT BH BT B 40 A 3= -6 (IL-6) 5 31

STAT-3 3%k, M o] 3205 4 Mg 4E (cyelin D).
MPAERE (Bel-xLy Mecl-1) BLR A A il [ N
FE AR (VEGF) | 854 RINEE R R IABRAG . 5
LB R W], AKBA 0] Wnt/B-catenin 155
WSS, 5l R A R A G MMP-2
MMP-7 FIAHB B T FAG, DT 40 PR P 155
325 iFSARET N BITMPERA RT-PCR
FEWR T CBEALERAE T T24 Mg o fi v
Fas. TNF. TRAIL 5Z2/Af#] mRNA FKiATEHL. W5
SR, Mid i, Fas mRNA [k BT1E, it
] Fas 78 LBEFLA RS T 1 T24 55 IHEJs 40 o 1
RAEETMMEN . FRERIL BC-4 3Bt
MR T R TP T fE T P21/WFL 35, BC-4 1§
T T24 4100 6 h J5, P21/WF1 261k B2 T,
PUET 8 [ Bel-2 (131K bl BC-4 {1 FH I R] 1 %€ K 1
GG, Takada 25CPVR L AKBA REAEEEMPR A 2L
A7 (CTNF) i 3 (A a8 72, A 4% K1« B (NF-xB)
TEALA NF-xB 15 5P K 2080855 BHL A1 4n e
AR . FAHRIE SR, AKBA & L4075 TNF
FHRM Ba BT BEERIL . 12 RALRIEAR
PAA p65 IEIRAANZ 2347, 507 NF-xB 5 DNA
g4, MMimEREE, FEMBFET. (T8
AT R L 11-Bh3E-B-FL 75 BR ARG % BELIBT (A 40 45
Wy HCT-116 4003, 5 Sa0 T, A 2)4%m
PR o PR AL LK 2.

3.3 minmHIER REERNE

S A SR S SR A 2 e 4 7
LK R A Bz M sh s, K h ARG
S Iz BOH X R ALRD 2 T P R A, W2
FLA TR0 I 1 i 1t VR T 0, ARSI
ML FBENYEALES (SOD). A 8 (MDA) /K
PR, 2R BRI R P A
B TS U PE T R A, LA R A BRI o 4
21 MDA 7K T3 = SOD wi M7 T Ttz . &5
UL FLE IR RE DR Dz ) R RN K A, Rk SE 50
PEO Bz &

TNF-a 1 IL-6 3X 2 ' 8 5 A e 2 B0 5
TR E B SRR T, s K S 4%
HEEAS, Bz A K, TNF-a fil IL-6 i
e B8 b e VOV g & R WO LA 1R i ek 59
TNF-o F1 IL-6 [ K RS, Biikistdz il wFoik
B, AKBA f& 40 il B e W 2 5 4> I8 & g -1
(MMP-1). MMP-2 Hl MMP-9 [#35 1, Mg 401
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) Fas mRNAZEIA
)
LRFLAIR —> P2I-WAF1&ik
(G .
0 BURT 2 (ABC1 21221k —> MmN
HCT 1164 i 4
y - w7 ™ (-) 1xB 2& (')
11-#)%5—%'5'#[1%@32 KBays % NF-«B5DNA%E & Bt g

)
Wnt/B-catenin 15 =il ———> MMP-2, MMP-73%3%

(AR KR T

Q) T FAER A S m
AKAB ——>
B RER AN S

\_  (STAT)-3f5 il

S

)
} —> Y

/\ ¢)
¢

) y
}% (STAT)-3if 1k ——> AR ER

2 bR ERHLE

Fig.2 Mechanism of antitumor activity

MMPs [958 LLYG T 18 P52,
34 MEICIZIER

FLERR SV B-FL A MR BEIL AL S ph 4
VLGNS 4a SR S T ale o i S BT 0] e PN IR s
R E R ARG 1%, N ieiZ i .
Mahmoudi 205t % W FL A IR AL & W g 2E KA
N R I RTRR VA
4 FLEBREMSHREELHR
4.1 FRAREFELHAR

H gt 15 me/kg 74 Wistar K E
ivAKBA J&, ML3¢H AKBA HIWRJEGE N, 54
T EER, MREFE N ig 42501 AUC, 5 iv #
Ee, AR 21.4%, i AKBA IR 251
WORE I LSS . T AKBA IGWAE Tk sk vt 22,
DALt T LA 2% ES0Ks LA e 4 oK T T A R 8 e 2B ) )
FEo [, BFFCRIAEZS K ig AKBA J5, . B
A= SN TR =1/ BT SN TN 1N - N
HL O WAL BAEA RIS AKBA; ig 3 h
JE T 2R AKBA R BETE Bl iR &, G 20 i 58
gD, 12 h N BRI A RN S AL LA 2 A B 1Y
1 h AR 1/10~1/40, A4S K ig AKBA Ji,
LA R R B BRI .

B 228 ) B ig AKBA R 2 h )5
M FFAR R i 4 2 340 A 4G I B =420

FERHYT R FEAE AP AT 2] AKBA 1) 15 MCE~4,
o DA™= 6 A, EEh LWk, Rk
JORFEEA . WA, FEARAE T 1T
AR 9 9 A, FEONH AR S 51, £ 4
AAAET YT . AKBA F L T ARAREE = P07 K R
b 5 AR 45 5 )G, BENHYTHEEE A iE,
TE 38 SOK AR B 25 A A BRI IR, WA A v s
B EZh TAHACH =4, E S0 o il 380 £ A
FEE O TARARE 4. tHT AKBA (185 BRI RE
TSN, VIR AR BEARDY, A i s 2
JKAEE = AR T AR ™ 4 ) FE A LG A9 25041
I BWRE X &7 T IHBEER, Hlith AKBA 3 %L
I AR & . AKBA (RN &R
LK 3.
4.2 RFFARLAK SR LR

WP, B-SLE R A AN BRAE (HLM)
FIR B BcRE A& (RLMD) HY K B 16 T AR =4,
o-FLERRAANAE HLM LR E W 1A Y, o-
HAHFMRYS B-FLAFMRAE HLM A1 RLM 4 B 11 A1
=4
5 45iE

AN ISRy, S FENALEFRE
sy, HRABZERPIR. biE. PuUEER
Mz AR . HAT, ERNAMELEE 2 A
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Fig.3 Metabolic pathways and metabolites of AKBA in vivo

Py B U5 S PEREIT O AT REBALF TR BUR A
BRI, B WL A A e P o
filt AR IR B2 T 2kl FLA R
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RN, S — BRI R, SO A
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