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Analysis on excessive heavy metal problem of Chinese materia medica exports to
EU from perspective of UK ban
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Abstract: The EU is a key export market of Chinese materia medica (CMM). Following “The Traditional Herbal Medicinal Products
Directive” (2004/24/EC) of EU, the UK enacted the restriction law on the sales of traditional herbs, which made the sales of CMM
more difficult in the EU market. The prime reason is that the production or registration of CMM is difficult to meet the standards of the
EU relevant technical regulations. In particular, the excess of heavy metals in CMM becomes a very serious problem which has not
only influenced its quality and reputation but also has hindered the CMM to the world. By means of analyzing the relevant directives

and standards of heavy metals in herbal management of EU, we analyze the impact of the UK ban on CMM exports in depth, and

propose the countermeasures of CMM companies, so we can accelerate the internationalization of CMM.
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*1 REBFEER. WHO RAEEAHEERESNE
Table 1 Standard of heavy metals in herbal medicine from
main countries in EU, WHO, and China

Fe R (mgkg )
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