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Preparation and characterization of epigallocatechin-3-gallate chitosan
nanoparticles
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Abstract: Objective To prepare the epigallocatechin-3-gallate (EGCG) chitosan nanoparticles (CS-NPs) and investigate their
physicochemical properties. Methods The EGCG-CS-NPs were prepared by ion gelation method. The formulation variables were
optimized by Box-Behnken Design (BBD) of response surface methodology (RSM) of CS concentration (X;), sodium tripolyphosphate
concentration (X,), and EGCG concentration (X3) as independent variables and encapsulation efficiency (Y4, %) and particle size (Y,
nm) as dependent variables. The optimized CS-NPs were characterized for encapsulation efficiency (EE), particle size, Zeta potential,
morphology, and in vitro drug release behavior of EGCG-CS-NPs were studied. Results An optimal EGCG-CS-NPs consisting of CS
concentration as 2.6 g/L, sodium tripolyphosphate concentration as 1.5 g/L and EGCG concentration as 2.7 g/L. For EE, particle size,
Zeta potential of EGCG-CS-NPs were found to be (85.8 £ 3.1)%, (102.2 + 27.1) nm, and (25.5 £ 4.1) mV, respectively. The CS-NPs
were found to be small and spherical as seen in transmission electron microscopy (TEM). The in vitro release data proved that the drug
release was steady within 24 h (pH 4.5 PBS). Conclusion Through optimizing the formulation, we obtain the uniform EGCG-CS-
NPs with in vitro sustained-release behavior. This work is useful for the further research on pharmacodynamics of EGCG-CS-NPs.
Key words: epigallocatechin-3-gallate; chitosan nanoparticles; ion gelation method; Box-Behnken response surface methodology; in
vitro drug release behavior
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AL, iRk Y, EGCG X TBI AAT
TRy ER

I 5ERE C(blood brain barrier, BBB) &7 /i fil
ABE N BN L5 5 e L 2R 2 TRV AFAE R — AN
FHifl . tHT BBB [I47-4E, 100%[11 K431 254 H1 98%
(/N F- 25 AN e i 1k BBBY, [RIL 5-4% 52 i BBB
BRHEZYIE L BBB 172 ok S8 I 5 s v
ST . S RIS LE ) A 0 5 o A7 A A R
FIRIRER R, T 24 B s eh 25 Ja v LL%éid BBB
P PR DX IR G N, E N AR R R Ge, AT
BRI AER, S iPaIT R . BT AR
JSAty B H, DR I AT (1) 25 ) R 2 W AR 7 )
ik B R B,

e IEME (chitosan, CS) &5 (chitin) it
LIS r=, e —FhORSRIA Y I A 3 2 7 2R
Y, BEEZMER B BRI
I TERAEYIBRARYE, CCh 29W01E 18 R 5T
PSR E S5 Tl EGCG % 1t BBB RIEZ4 K,
AWFFTLL CS FE BRI R, RN E Tk
4 EGCG-CS #4KHi (EGCG-CS-NPs), Ff:LIki
AL 2N PN Fads,  FI ] Box-Behnken 1
-2 (BBD-RSM) 14k EGCG-CS-NPs 4t
Jio MR, HIAF RIS AR R
2213 EGCG-CS-NPs, JNilt—#%%¢ EGCG-CS-
NPs 7E4& N 25802547 A B8 T 360
1 U5

1200 B A i R 55, 26 El e B e RHE A
Al; DF-101S £ E I ARGy B, T
IR FHEALHS ) s RC-806 ¥ HIAREG AL, RIFER KR
REHEPR AW BP200 B 1R, fl[E 3% A
W A7), JEM-1200EX A% 5 1 B iws, H
A JEOL A#]; ZetaSizer 2000HS 4O HLEE I & 4%,
i [EH Malvern A 7; TGL-16G & E.LHL,  Fifg
GEREAE) s 10K EIEE.0EY, S Milipore
Al FENTRE, AR E (My) 14 000,
e b LA R A .

CS, Mt LBEE A 95%, My: 120 000~ 140 000.
67 000~72 000, 22 000~26 000, WHL LG AL
Yk AR A, EGCG wF N, g A A
REWRAT, S 130414, JiEsr4>99.5%; —
FWEIRE (TPP), Sigma ikifA#]; EGCG Jiikl2y,
Sigma R A T, it 639218, JiE 4> %>98.5%:
UKISIR, Rt TR A .

2 FHESHR
2.1 EGCG-CS-NPs B =H CS-NPs By#| &

KB T H A= % EGCG-CS-NPs. Bt
Ab U7 CS INAF 20 mL BRI (pH 4.5) 1,
SIS TR AR RREUALL 7 f= 1) EGCG A Z
R, IR MR Emid (3500
rimin) BEHEEE N, Dl i e s, AR
AR AL TT R TPP ¥ (1 g/L), ST
HiE+k 60 min, Kf EGCG-CS-NPs ] 0.22 um 7%
FLIEME EE, RIS,

%14 CS-NPs i £  EGCG-CS-NPs )il 4%
D5k, Wl HURE 7R CS INNE] 20 mL B R TR
(pH 4.5) h, ZEAA MR, 7EmiE (3500
rimin) BEHEEE N, Dl i e s, AR
AR IANALTT R TPP ¥ (1 g/L), AT
ik 60 min, #2511 CS-NPs W 0.22 um ffL
JERE e, BT,

2.2 EGCG-CS-NPs #1 EGCG HJ HPLC il E
221 (ailEg M @ik Agilent Zorbax SB-
Cig £t (250 mmXx4.6 mm, 5 pum); Wshih 1.0%
B KR W- 0% (13 :187), pH ik 3.5; AR
1.0 mL/min; A3 K 280 nm; AEiE 25 C; i3
Ff 20 pLo

222 VKRR RTTEFFHSE FRILEGCG X b
10.0 mg, ‘& 50 mL I, I BIAHEE S
T4 A E L, AR S Y & (EGCG 200 pg/mL).
K5 5 B UG S 4597 0.5, 1.0. 2.0 5.0. 10.0 mL,
BT 25 mL s, DLah ARk 4.0. 8.0 20.0,
40.0. 80 pg/mL K0 BESR, #525), TUALIENE
b, RSN 20 pL, 4% “2.2.17 WA &AHIE .
LLEGCG Jiik i (C) XU f (A VLTI,
ARy A=18 165 C—8 454, r=0.999 9.
S5 40, EGCG 1 4.0~80.0 pg/mL 2454 i &k Ji
TR ME R R R VRS8R, fEAM
TEAAE T ARG EGCG il B T4, HW. HIfl
K5 B2 4> 504 RSD 1.83% (n=6). 1.51% (n=6),
fik. . 5= (8.0. 20.0. 40.0 pg/mL) 3 NFHE K
()24 %k 98.4%, RSD 1.88% (n=9).

23 BHENE

X 1.0 mL EGCG-CS-NPs iU & 1B uE B0
(% My 10 000> _E3%fi, 5000 r/min &.C» 10 min,
AT A IS A 10 mL &), IS, %
VA A; HHEL 1.0 mL EGCG-CS-NPs W, A
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1%MBE RS, B AR 10 min, & A1 B.
O3 IR A S B SR uE G MSLIER,
F I “2.2.17 TN il 24043 3l EGCG-CS-NPs
VR R AL B EGCG it (W g ) Fl EGCG-CS-
NPs ¥ H EGCG I i (W ), vHA LB (4
BPR=1—W uu/W ),
24 EGCG-CS-NPs b HFEREEER
BBk 46 CS-NPs f L Bl CS 231
7 1E HLIR 2058 5 TPP 43 1 H iy £ s I IR 3L 2 [RD 1)
FRHAEH], 3 IR AR &0 NPs (B A
KW DR 2% SO R IR~ CS. TPP
H1EGCG AZIRTE i NPs [¥I1F L, 4 b A3 HH A 113
IR BTG
2.41 CS My X NPs il & 152 CS 14 2544k
1 BAT HE AR BRI A4 P 20 R A R B R A SR A
TG ARG T3] Z N . R A 45 R
KIL CS My X CS-NPs (1)) % s 8 1A 3R 5
R, AHEST SN fE CS 1 My B, 25k
120 000~140 000. 67 000~72 000, 22 000~ 26 000
34 My Y CS, 4% “2.07 TR ikl 2 A
CS-NPs, ZZLANE] My 1) CS Xf NPs B2 i 5 i,
LR 1. ZEHRM, TPP JUEIKIESAE 0.5~5.0
g/L, My & 22 000~26 000 ) CS JF M EEAE 1.0~
2.5 g/L "JLAJE R NPs; 1 My (1) CS 75 I8 i &k
FEESE LA T ) NPs IX 384 Bk, BRIk, AHF5T
e K Mw A 22 000~26 000 (1) CS 1F Kyl &
EGCG-CS-NPs [#)#514
242 CS JREREXS NPs PEFUISEM 76 TR
(Kl Ew) 155 EGCG-CS-NPs 4k J5 (1) Eb 5l i
Filo [# 5 4b 77 EGCG itk %k 2.0 g/L, TPP Jit
HIREE N 1.0 g/L, $I8“2.17 TN J14% CS (My
22 000~26 000) Jit & 543 124 0.25. 0.50. 1.00.
2.50. 5.00. 7.50 g/L ff] EGCG-CS-NPs. LA CS-NPs
[Pk fR . 2 BiFe %0 (PDD. Zeta HLf7. ik

£1 CSMyiFiE
Table 1 Screening of CS My,
CS ik  TPP REIKE/(gL™Y
BElgL® 01 05 10 50
120 000~140 000 1.0 W Ul NPs  JiE

CS My

25 W W Ul Ul
5.0 W W DUE Dl
67 000~72 000 1.0 W NPs NPs NPs
25 VW W NPs  NPs
5.0 W W NPs  ULiE
22 000~ 26 000 1.0 Wi NPs  NPs NPs

25 ¥ NPs NPs NPs
5.0 I W NPs  NPs

KNV FERR, THIEHAIEN CS Fimik/E, 4558
W 2, G531 KW], 7ilflx EGCG Al TPP ik &
AR, CS JREIRIEXT NPs ({1 7Yk %
AIRKMIFEMT o CS Pk FEAERARIIARAT T, AHXS
) TPP /] 5|k CS BER B K IR RURL ITvE
ks BHAG CS WU B I3 n, SR EAE 1.0~5.0
o/L, NPs [RJERGBK S Sy, B ELFLG, HEE
H CS JTat W FEMIH PR RAR 14 K s A CS itk
PGB — @ FEFEI, W TPP EEAE, LY
CS ATHKI NPs, AR . LR EIEH CS it
LR 1.0~5.0 g/L VEdE— 19T

2.4.3 TPP JRE X NPs PR )52 [ e 4bJ7
i EGCG i ikfE 4 2.0 g/L, CS FiEIkE N 2.5
g/L, TPP JiifikfEsrnlik$ 0.5, 1.0, 2.0, 3.0,
4.0, 5.0 g/L fENES AR, | “2.1” WiRTy
1145 EGCG-CS-NPs. LA CS-NPs [T~ #4%7 1% .PDI
Zeta FUOT . BLEPRE G VENTRPR, HIEH GIER) TPP
FUEIREE, R IER 3. SERKE, e CS M
EGCG ik Z 44+, TPP ik T NPs f1°F
BIRiAL AL B AR K . TPP 7R Tk AR
AT, CS A&, TERE NPs B2/,

*2 CSREREMIE
Table 2 Screening of CS concentration

CS Ji Rk Z/ (gL ™) AR Yk 2 Inm PDI Zeta FL{7/mV 3 %1%
0.25 Dl A2 R 5E A2 Al &
0.50 Dl Al AW Al A 5
1.00 NPs 81.5+23.1 0.151+0.025 27.2+3.4 732453
2.50 NPs 127.1+325 0.191+0.037 26.9+4.1 83.1+43
5.00 NPs 384.3+62.6 0.36140.047 23.1+4.1 87.8+6.1
7.50 bR Al & AW A Al &
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%*3 TPP REREFIE
Table 3 Screening of TPP concentration

TPP JitK /(gL ) S SFE R Inm PDI Zeta FLA7/mV 3% /%
0.5 NPs 86.4+25.7 0.168+0.031 25.1+47 77.1+47
1.0 NPs 127.14+32.5 0.191+0.037 26.9+4.1 83.1+43
2.0 NPs 156.7+47.4 0.201+0.041 28.1+5.2 83.1+43
3.0 NPs 219.4+325 0.252+0.063 25.9+6.4 83.6+3.2
4.0 NPs 247.1+37.1 0.235+0.041 25.2+59 84.1+48
5.0 NPs 42414774 0.271+0.047 23.1+41 86.1+5.2

B R WK, TPP 78Sk TR, TR
(1) NPs FiAR K. LR REIEE TPP i f ik 7E
1.0~4.0 g/L {EBE— 5T
2.4.4 EGCG i BT NPs P52 [l e b
JiH CS RN 25 g/L, TPP Fifaik/Eh 1.0
g/L, 537 EL EGCG Jiiitilk &4 1.0+ 2.0, 4.0, 6.0 g/L
B2y, M “2.17 IiF 7 £ EGCG-CS- NPs,
LL CS-NPs [ F-¥kife. bR iFmats, %52
EGCG Jumty FEx) NPs PR 1) m, 2553 W3k 4.
sERLW], FEME CS A TPP JREIRELAMT,
EGCG itk JE Akt NPs [(SF-B K42 AN K,
EXH B R AR . b EGCG FiaikZ 1
B4, CS-NPs [ b4 2 s, X2l T
EGCG J/K#PEZW), 4 EGCG ik 538 N,
CS-NPs A AEX HAT 2 Y A f.2%, EGCG LAY 5
RSB IINITE 256 7% EEH EGCG ik
JELE 1.0~4.0 g/L AERE— 55T

R R E R ALK, R B TR %
EGCG-CS-NPs [l fH, CS. TPP Fl EGCG Jii &
WEEXT EGCG-CS-NPs 1 A & 5w o PRI,
KM CS IR EAE 1.0~5.0g/L, TPP ik E1E
1.0~4.0 g/L, EGCG Jit&s# E 1t 1.0~4.0 g/L, N[

%4 EGCG REREMIE
Table 4 Screening of EGCG concentration

EGCG JiEWKE/(gL ™Y 4P “FERiRm (k2%
1.0 NPs 112.3+36.2 87.4+3.9
2.0 NPs 12144397 852+45
4.0 NPs 114.24+400 76.6+3.2
6.0 NPs 132.8+36.8 67.3+36

Box-Behnken %W 1A E— A AL Ty o

2.5 BBD-RSM fi{t EGCG-CS-NPs &7

251 RGBT AR by R LR, Tk
HUNT EGCG-CS-NPs 14 i 52 Wi e 2 1 3 ANPA 3
CS kg (X TPP mkKE (X)) EGCG Jit
HIREE (X)) AFEENE, DEE (Y, %), ¥
ke (Yo, nm) v ads, FH BBD-RSM 1
tb EGCG-CS-NPs 4b7J7. KZ/K VWK 5, A5k
RIS 2 HE K 25 R WK 5.

252 H¥RabrE REIAKLS SR Design expert
7.0 SEEG T, 4} EGCG-CS-NPs 4k Ak i
AT AR, IVE FERR (RIAR ) 43 i) & [
# (AZE T2 G . X =ik
T RETP A TR BT F RS, BT e RILK 6.7,

%5 BBD-RSM iXIigit 54 R
Table 5 Design and results of BBD-RSM test

MBS XL XdgL™ Xo(@L™ Y%  Yonm | RES XL Xd(gL™) Xg(gL™) Y% Yoinm
1 1(-1) 4 (+1) 25(0) 692 886 9 1(-1) 1(-1) 25(0) 832 1042
2 3(0) 1(-1) 1(-1) 87.6 2547 10 3(0) 1(-1) 4 (+1) 87.2 2641
3 3(0) 4 (+1) 4 (+1) 754  159.1 11 5 (+1) 1(-1) 25(0) 876 5478
4 5 (+1) 2.5 (0) 1(-1) 90.1 564.3 12 1(-1) 2.5 (0) 1(-1) 786 954
5 3(0) 4 (+1) 1(-1) 855 1613 13 1(-1) 2.5 (0) 4 (+1) 673 1011
6 3(0) 2.5 (0) 25(0) 884 117.4 14 5 (+1) 4 (+1) 25(0) 845 3469
7 5 (+1) 2.5 (0) 4 (+1) 86.2 4837 15 3(0) 2.5 (0) 25(0) 879 1162
8 3(0) 2.5 (0) 25(0) 906 1417
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2% 6 4 T %1 R*=0.970 1(P<<0.05),
BT Y1 R 2 o0 = R A R IS A TR
Xiv Xov Xav XaXow X2%F Yo SEMi#L 53 . 75 EGCG
R E I, Y, B CS Iy B IR 3 i if 4
K, BfAF TPP JF il B 3 ik (B 1-A);

5 TPP Jius il B2 [l e if, Y, BAE CS Jit i ik FE I3
TR, B EGCG syl B (B i/ (&
1-B); 7E CS ik JE[H e i), Y, bl TPP il EGCG
JF A B I BRI (& 1-C).

1 7 P 45 T 4 R°=0.989 9(P<<0.05),

6 Y WEZTHAAFEFHEHRH
Table 6 Each regression coefficient of polynomial functions of Y,

K PR df  FE P | Bz ~Frfl df FME P {H HE  FxMm df F@E P1Y
A 73042 9 1805 0.00277 | X.X; 13.69 1  3.05 0.1414 | = 2248 5
Xy 31375 1 6979 0.0004™ | X;X; 2352 1 523 0.0709 | k#4572 3 296 0.2623
X, 12013 1 2672 00036 | X,> 11614 1 2583 000387 | 4z 2591 2
X3 8256 1 18.36 0.0078" | X,? 1842 1 410 0.0989 | R*=0.9701
XX, 2970 1 661 0.0490° | X 2912 1 648 00516
"RAREEN (P<0.05): TRAMEBEME (P<0.0L), E7 [
“indicates a significant (P < 0.05); ““indicates very significant (P < 0.01), same as Table 7

x7T L,HET_HRAEFHERAK

Table 7 Each regression coefficient of polynomial functions of Y,

Kz CFAM df FE P {H Bz M df F{ PME Kz PR df FfE PAH
BEA 4.016X10° 9 5448  0.00027 | X;X; 1861.92 1 227 0.1920 |’&k% 409508 5
X;  3.016X10° 1 368.28 <<0.0001™ | X,Xs 33.64 1 0.041 08474 | J4lhi 3681.02 3 593 0.1478
X, 21517.75 1 2627 0.00377|X,> 5681872 1 69.37 00004 | 4% 41406 2
X3 57291 1 070 04411 |X,> 190680 1 233 01876 |R°=0.9899
XX, 8584.02 1 1048  0.0230" | X;2 14181.79 1 17.32 0.0088"

Y1/%
Y1/%

Xd(gL™)

NN
0.50

~050 =0

1 BEE X Xoo s 5RTE Y, /93D B EE
Fig. 1 Response surface plots (3D) of effects of Xj, X5, and X;0on Y,

YL Y, 25 R 2 o0 A 7 BRGSO
FErh Xin Xou XiXow Xo'v Xo2 068 Yo S B3 (P<
0.05. 0.01). £ EGCG JimikE[E e, Y, bi%
CS JUs ik B IGInm A oK, FaE TPP ek FE )
s Mmoo (B 2-A); 7E TPP IR 1, Y,
B CS NIyl B 3 nim i X, k% EGCG JiiiE
WRFEISE e RS 8K (B 2-B); #F CS itk
FERE I, Yo Bl TPP 5 i FE 38 I i k) il
¥ EGCG ik B (13 e AR 34K (Bl 2-C).
253 PUAAbJ7EAE A4 Design expert 7.0 S

P 5 EGCG-CS-NPs fiefftibJ7: CS JF ik i
Jy 2.6 g/l TPP Jitiik/E 4 1.5 g/L. EGCG JiifEik
54 2.7 glLe AMRACHIEARAL T #8 “2.17 TR JF
L% 3 it EGCG-CS-NPs, #%J/ “2.3” il “2.6”
TR J792:0 5 EGCG-CS-NPs Y A1 Y,, Szt W&l
RN WL 8, W%, LIS MLERA(E AL T
DI e Asc e, 1 BRSSO P R 4F
2.6 EGCG-CS-NPs #2595 K& Zeta BALNZE

H{ EGCG-CS-NPs ¥y i f2:, FH 7% 1R /K R I8 =
fE%, K ZetaSizer 3000HS Fo'tHr 5 I & A3 ) &
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) 7775 $2F50 777
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s AL 7777772
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£ E e E
£ = e S
> > oz >

gL

0.50 \// 0.50
050

Xal(g:L ) 7050

Xul(gLh)

2 BEE X Xov Xs SEEE Y, 893D M EE
Fig. 2 Response surface plots (3D) of effects of X;, X, and Xz on 'Y,

% 8 EGCG-CS-NPs &igFriM{EMMEE
Table 8 Predicted and observed response values for each

indicator
(URER LTS THIIE MEAH i Z2/%
Y./% 88.9 85.8+3.1 -3.5
Y,/nm 106.8 102.2+27.1 45

i 22 = (VLS A — TOOINMEL)/FRe

deviation = (observed value—predicted value)/predictive value
EGCG-CS-NPs [{JFife 75 Al Zeta HIf7, &5 500K
3. EGCG-CS-NPs [ 344tk (102.2£27.1) nm,
PDI 4 0.193+0.019, Zeta Hifi7 4 (25.5+4.1) mV,
2.7 EGCG-CS-NPs 752

Ui & EGCG-CS-NPs {ifj £EmT Bl i K1, A8

AR AN, N AR TR KRR 1 Y i
0, ORFF 15 min, FUEAUIRBR 4 7K 43, W 0 2.0%
(ISR KW, Ut 5 min,  FHE4EL 257K 4y,
KA I, £ 5 IZE S S %2 EGCG-CS-NPs
MEALER . HIE 4 )L, EGCG-CS-NPs EKE,

10 100
BifRInm

~100 } 0 T 00
Zeta HLf7/mV
3 EGCG-CS-NPs #iif2% ##0 Zeta F{L
Fig. 3 Particle size distribution and Zeta potential of
EGCG-CS-NPs

4 EGCG-CS-NPs E5tHEE
Fig. 4 TEM photogram of EGCG-CS-NPs

2.8 EGCG-CS-NPs {RIMNERIT A %2

K iENTIE# 54 EGCG-CS-NPs {E4A4h PBS
(pH 4.5) FFIBAT N . K5I E 2.0 mL EGCG-
CS-NPs 3 {1, 73l & T AU M 48 (B My
14 0000 P, FLEJGE TH AR EHE . 530
FEHL 100 mL B TN 250 mL 35 AR b i
(32.040.5) C, %3 50 r/min, 43%]7 0.25. 0.5,
0.75. . 2. 4. 6. 8. 12, 16, 24 h W 1 mL F#
TR BT RIS s R R B o HUH (1)
A 0.22 pm TUALIE I ERE, it “2.2.1”7
TR 638 4 F0 52 EGCG 1. 73 2 mL EGCG
WIRCE TIENTRA, [\ EIHT RO, 1HE EGCG
(BRI, SR ILE 5. RN 45 R &
W, EGCG Wlift 1.0 h WHRARWE 4 M
EGCG-CS-NPs {ERJHHWIHA YRS, K
A HEH T EGCG-CS-NPs o {199 25 2454 LA K W B A
NPs [ F) 25 MR TR 380, Bl IS 25 WRE U 221,
24 h BFBINE N (904+4.6) %, #HW] EGCG-
CS-NPs H 1EZZ 25 MR IIAER
3 it

S JES R B S ) B8 3 A IR X R [, S
MR X AYAX 7 ST AR A 5%, (& M5 X AR AL T
MR N — AN Rl 0, o T BB A 1
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8
=
S —~+—EGCG-CS-NPs
iy = EGCG %ili
Bk
20
0s : ; : : !
0 5 10 15 20 25
t/h

5 EGCG-CS-NPs 5 EGCG &k sME i i &
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