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Historical story on natural medicinal chemistry: vitamin B,
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Abstract: Vitamin B,, a water-soluble vitamin with a key role in maintaining normal function of the human body, was discovered in

the late 1940s. The unique structure with a corrin-ligand of vitamin B, was elucidated by X-ray crystallography, while its total

synthesis was accomplished several years later. In this paper, the history of structural determination as well as the skeleton

construction strategies of the total synthesis of vitamin B, has been described.
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S M Zmh et B R BONE R BONMERRT —
e VB, 73T 39 CoCesHgsO1uN 4P, HHXS 73T 5t
Bk 135538, e MR GEE, HRET 300
C, WTIK. BE. CRRAAE, AT =& H LA
ZEET ., VB, AL T SRR 2F L R A
B FESDYIEE T . VB IE ANER K LS
BEHAAF, WA ZMAAERR, W5 E KR
(cyanocobalamin) . #24iffix# (hydroxocobalamine)
&L 25 (mecobalamine) F1 5'-fif 58 i 7 6l i %
(5'-deoxyadenosy Icobalamin), JGH & /& VB, 7%
PEAY,  tho i A7 A 1 3 B,

VB, (R ARG 1821 4F, LM
(pernicious anaemia) T {Xf3E|#k. 19 tH4 50
AR, JEE R Addison fHE T — R EBEEEAE T
I, XA 5 AR 1Y) B RS2 40 DA R E R i /b B
T BHRA K. 1926 F3EEH 7~ Minot A Murphy
RIS A T 1M A R o U R VA ) 4
T AR TE T2 B AE H WA o3 A T IR ITAE
F XA RG] KT R T AR B AR R Fe 2%
1929 4, EEFI# K Castle $#2 H“ W A F (intrinsic
factor)” 1 “#hA ¥ (extrinsic factor)” FEiL K i
R T 1) RR LA, HEWTE S I T B
REVR YT W1 B0 AR 7, WROJSC P 3% 44 ok 7
TP E R ER) “WH T (intrinsicfactor)”,
T A I 8 U e 2 3 A py D)UY, AT IR
WML MAER) “ R 17 & B BEYE I 5 WA 1) — Fol
PO, 2 ANRIRFIH VB, Y. 1934
fE, 3 SR % Whipple. Minot A1 Murphy (& 1)
R A A 70 M 3T e i AR v o S “ AR
a4 VB 3RS T 44 1 i DR & 27 A AR
B (HEL B 1948 44 40 B 135 VB 4.
I VB FEWKy  WRAR - P J 22 Fh A B 1 35 77
WP A 2k R . 1956 4E, BEE BHE 5K Hodgkin
W€ T VB B R4E 1. 1959 4, Hi it
Eschenmoser ff 5 /NH B 8 162238 VB, (42 &
J . 1960 4, 1[5 B} 2 58 I 4k bk i B2 ( cobyric acid)
AT VBl 1961 4E, 3£ H Woodward B 78/
I UEBEAT B R L BRI 4 & - 1964 4, Hodgkin
DRI 8 VBip (1) A4 25 1) 5 3R A5 9 4 1) o DUZR b
27 32.,1965 4, Woodward Hf 73 /)N 41 A1 Eschenmoser
B NI IR B AR HEAT VB, A& B 1972 4,
H 45 5E AL R 4 G . 1976 4, B AN 5E AL
VB, TN T2E .

George Hoyt Whipple George Richards Minot William Parry Murphy

E1 %I VB, H 3 RIMFER
Fig.1 Three scientists found VB,

2 VB, HIEEHITRE

VB, # K I 44 2 5 WA TR], A2
—HE AR RN E, WRHFRE] 17X VB, B 7T 5%
[ 2 4 45 ML 2 5K Hodgkin (] 2) —48A T
LR TV R IR ) S KR AT, b AE 4k 58 R
H AR M ARSI e 5, 7E 1956 4T FIH
X SEATHEN 75 - SR R 2R ) R R
gagU s RISER T VB, SRIRESHIRTE, AT
NSEIL VB, BN LA RBEE T FEfili. Hodgkin #0#%
KN FE AL & ) 45 R IF 98 T3 T ) 8K s gk 2R 3R
1964 S FE A DURM2E3E, o e E s B35 1 ANk
i DURS I R %5, R ERR R4kE B RN
(Madame Curie) BE 2 = NJE 26 3 73K 15 DUR{L A
R HERE K

2 Dorothy Mary Hodgkin #1%
Fig. 2 Prof. Dorothy Mary Hodgkin

Hodgkin #%x th E A B RERIEE, G4 8
YT 1972 46, 78 H A STEREEAT 10 [ B i
F K2 I, Hodgkin #IRAE K2 L HES 41 rh [E AL
R LR, Bhmatt e s hEosmiby
BB By R A . 1975 48, WhESEE (HR) K&
ERF T —REOS E RS RO R, 12
Hodgkin #I% 1 H EMASEHER:, (i ERARAE
SN BB P15 A ol 45 14 R X S48 ) ot 3
1% 7 EBRIRAT R A AN . Hodgkin Z4S v [H F}
FRT 1978 SEIEFIN fi i =2 (K [ Bt 3L [F] 4
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R EEAEA, MHRE SRR RS T TA
AR TSR

SRR, VB & — AR & A B
BT RNIERAMEY (B3), FEHEIT3
N HB . B, HAFO 4 AN (parolee) LA
4 NREF5hOEBEE TAIE, BT —
THWE MR Ccorrin ring)s IR, 5,6- FEEZRIFKI:
(5,6-dmiethylbenzmi idazole, DMBI) A N-7 Ji+5
BT AIERCN VB 720 T HRALRCEE, [ DMBI
W R AL A AN N EE (aminopropanol) AHIE,
PR D) 5 e e B PR R e o AN B A s Ut
4h, BRFF (adenosyl group) B H % (methyl group)
HETE T AR VB, 7 T EALRCEE: thAh,
I H 9 MAKFRERIE T WKl - 77 TC
FEARE, R T ARIZRE VB, B . FRES
7 S RS U A e S
( hydroxycobalamin ) , [A] £, Jii & IR & (5
deoxyadenosyl) 1% Ik 5 5l B 1 AHIE 43 ) A2 R
i £ &6 % ( deoxyadenosylcobalamin ) H 2 gl fi%
(methylcobalamin) F1#F 4% (cyanocobalamin) 5.

E3 VB, HILFELH
Fig. 3 Chemical structure of VB,

3 VBpMIEEBRMR

20 40 60 FAHH, KEZFELAHLFK
Woodward ([ 4) 04143k 14 NMEZKH 100 247
WEEZTFIRHEAT VB BB IR RIRT MR 1)
122 B 98 A

XT3 G YD) A BT R B S 32 B
2 Fh, BIZkPMEA L (linear synthesis) 145G Ak
(convergent synthesis) . Z&PE A B2 7L & B— M
O, SRIE HI LSS MR Ko+, A5

4 Robert Burns Woodward %
Fig. 4 Prof. Robert Burns Woodward

BOER TG 2 REBRTR G T
TR BEEM, NG R IREe 5 B PR Bl —E
MAS 2 AR HREZHUIG T, ¥ FALR
FH ) /2 22 586 BURE g, DRI 93X b B S e 58 B0
B 0 A5 R4 NI 0T VB iIXFER 281K
9T RIRFEW), Woodward K H T & A KRN,
RIZe& B VB 70 T 1T 1 B, SR 5 PRI IR L 7 B
“PriET B, WM& am (B 5, 4541
5-1 AT don mor 1 RS AD .

2GR VB BB E A TE A% U 5 1 ik ik
#% (corrin nucleus) BIELMKAZER (cobyric acid, 5-2)
PG . BikIEER (5-2) XnfDLd i & f F s
(CN) FHRJRT (Br) KB (5-3) A5 ARG
ABERZ ) 7 B (5-4) @it 2 5 A . i
FE SR (Harvard University) ] Woodward
fifF 58 F BA 5 i 5 6 38 T 2% B (Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology, ETH) [#] Eschenmoser #iff 5T
[ BA B s [F] A AEREAT VB, B4 A Bt (K 6).
Woodward H BA f7 51 v B (5-3) B & A 58,
Eschenmoser 1A 11 57 v Bt (5-4) )& Bt 5t .
Woodward £ 2 LR EEY) (—)-#% /% [(—)-camphor,
5-51F01 2,3- = HI L -6- I 4 JE 5| g (2,3-dimethyl-6-
methoxylindole, 5-6) J#2IHY)5EH | cyanobromide
(5-3) 1144 B Eschenmoser PLT /% (butadiene,
5-7) F 3-HL-4-B K- 0-2-J& TR (3-methyl-4-oxo0-
penta-2-enoic acid, 5-8) NiEIEY)5E K T thiodextrolin
(5-4) MEEM. wa, el X 2 MBI
FE LSRN A e H R T 22 g A b
KEES T 1960 4EF1 1961 453 VB, & TAE,
Zdir 11 FRRE TE, %EAkE 9 MEEW
110 Z X HIFLN RZ 5HTTE, 521 100 R HSLH
AR, ATAE 1972 SFEATER T VB, AH
i 200 A R ) HE FE — B S0 3 Woodward’s
synthesis of vitamin By, WS M 72544 1 P f b
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E5 Woodward &5 L REE
Fig. 5 Woodward’s total synthesis route

& 6 Albert Eschenmoser #i% (/) 5 Robert Burns
Woodward () ##FiTiE &R ITIE

Fig. 6 Discussion on synthesis by Prof. Albert Eschenmoser
(left) and Prof. Robert Burns Woodward (right)

T Woodward &% VB, KB, RESE.

£ Woodward 2L ME IR I 2 RG22,
Eschenmoser Z4% 1) i it L ¢ AT T,
Eschenmoser #RAEA NG OTIES . SifafiE
Wraes RIRFEME L RIRF=I 50 A 05 55
Z IR A N BB TTER, W 1967 FHREH T
Eschenmoser W% ¥ (Eschenmoser fragmentation,
SNFR#EF AR ) . Eschenmoser sulfide contraction .
Eschenmoser #h (Eschenmoser salt, N,N-—H &l H
Fpfp g ) &P EBR b 5 S T E
Angewandte Chemie 1 247 Eschenmoser #(4% LA

MR SOy RE T 2 B VB C ), 4
FRAEAL 86 & Hk i (2011 45) KFEMIKIL 61 T
(118 SN AE W KL 2 0 £ T A A i K
H AR TP i 2 2R B 2 R 1 54
S DIRE R ORI AV RS AT BT ) 5%
1P A T A i R R PR SCHEAT T BE R A T AR
VB & B s, AEE T 2 2R R AR
YaE BN EK, 4 TR S AR
AR 55k, RUMEIRAE R SR A L& L Eik
BRI —. fEA R VB EFEH, Woodward
HHEMEEAMBE IR 78 A 5 [ N7 40
Woodward-Eschenmoser ¥ 1t & & ( Woodward-
Eschenmoser cyclization), T H.7E SEE H 2 RS FH 3R
fn % & B Ccycloaddition reaction ), Bf & 44 1)
Diels-Alder X M.« B T I 588 VB 26 BRI K
BetAh, fEAE R VB idfEH, Woodward 5 H4
EE Hoffmann &HRKIAE [4+2] HE B
WO T O] LB RASF ISR OB 15 2A
EEI"J_LVM/]EcrL%’ T T X 6 sz AR PR B R N
B TR G B 2 A T A WA B i R 2 4
HER) “PIEXNFRTIEER” (The conservation of
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orbital symmetry), XFK Woodward-Hoffmann |
(Woodward-Hoffmann rules) 2,

238 20 REEAE BT, BHAFA1L THE 1993
EE I T VB, RIAEME R Bl
VBiy [ Tl A AR 77t 32 25 i e o Ak A A e s T
1o BT W6 BB R AT 1 Pseudomonas denitrificans
FHIRNBRATE Propionibacerium freudenteichii A
IR ERFT B Propionibacerium shermanii 1€ 5 R
PR A KT A = 1 VB, A7 R O Tl Ak
A TR BEAREY, 15 ReiE e K e R A
PR R B R B B ORI A VB B B 5 S
BRHRIE, B ATtk A 38 4 KA A A2 VB, 77
B 35t
4 VBHEEEMKMARS

VB, 5 AM#REEMHK, AEG= VB, A
NI M, Ee5l 0K MHEEIL. &8
AR B EE DARERE S, BRI, AR R AR IE
AU FINLEE I — P IS D I EE IR E, VB
R TR 22 11 557

Il RIS UE B, VB, Bk Z REAR T V2 A7 AE T
FR95 (diabetes mellitus) H# 71, Kibirige £5P%% %
LR IR0 A 2T BE IR B VB Bl = B ML Al
VB, A FAEH BT TR 48 kAT T BON VR 4G
ITFERTFER I, VB AR (folate) 7E4EHRF4H A
5 LR P R [R] 5 8 5 T R A% A R T REC Y. I
FEULEH, Pl /RIRUFERIG (Alzhermer disease) £ IfL
K VB AR B 2K T IEH 7K, I8 4 78 VB,
AR B RE 6 1 S0 T REAS 21 i 3 02,

5 45iE

VB, BN G55 26 i CL R R g T
PITERTFR P e, TR NRRE S IR AE
BREERE LS b, #e — B E R B IE L. Bl
WHUN S VB, BE MKMW TAEE kST 4
R DUREL, AR A RE S 5 BN RIRT=MIAH 3R 2K
B 2 B — D RIR=H) o

IAER, X VB B G AL 78 AR T
Wit sl, VB, & ORI KRR & R
—, RME—RHMEDE R — MR RE
177 Z2F0H90, AR KB LRSS VB, I8 4E
Y& A A7 AR A AR T, HZ1E 2007
B, RN RE TR T A R s —
RFNAIR: RIL—Fhitdr 44 BluB FIYIRAE VB,
P& R RIEEH . BluB 19 X ST4R sk 14

Lt E , HE— PP, A A 7R il s R (Y
FEEEE) AL E IR T VB, MRAC A, Xk
—BIATH B AL AR B AL TRk &
J 3 — FAE D T R A O

H AR T A HE A B BEAL R P S R TV
W2 MR Bt AT, KRR
KA E I Z AR EAERR S 7075
Yo, AR T REE R IR S, A& L
KAWL 7RIk, o T AR T
RRAEVER T 75T EREH A TR, B
ALz AN Rl 2 AT A AT A R . KB R0 L
RISV A MR TR 450, I T
FHEF IR 7, R AL SR A B
BT A BRRCRET B, O ML S AR
JEARAE T B B BB 4P

X AEEFTRE (RRBWILT 152 5])
b — (R AL ARESAE T EF R
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