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Study on metagenomics and genuine traditional Chinese medicinal materials
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Abstract: Metagenomics is a newly developing discipline which applies molecular biological techniques to analyze genomes of the

total microbiota. Metagenomics is widely used in various fields, such as medicine, agriculture, marine ecological environment, soil

ecological environment. Resorting to its excellent quality and good efficacy, genuine traditional Chinese medicinal materials (TCMM)

have been in good graces of many physicians. The geoherbalism formation of TCMM is based on many factors among which the

microenvironment of rhizosphere soil plays a important role in formation of secondary metabolism in medicinal plants. This article

emphasizes on illustrating the conception, technique, and strategy of metagenomics and its potential application in genuine TCMM and

provides new insights in removing the continuous cropping obstacles in medicinal plants.
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Fig. 1 Technological process of metagenomics
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Table 1 Comparison on two methods for extracting total DNA from soil
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Fig.2 Technological pathway of metagenomics in application of forming mechanism of genuine TCMM

and study on continuous cropping obstacle in medicinal plants
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