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On-line monitoring of total saponins in extracting process of Astragali Radix

LI Wen-long, QU Hai-bin
Pharmaceutical Informatics Institute, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China

Abstract: Objective To investigate the effective components dissolution using near-infrared (NIR) spectroscopy for the on-line
monitoring of total saponins in the extracting process of Astragali Radix. Methods The extracts and their NIR spectra were collected
using a long-distance fibre-optics flow cell in the extracting process of Astragali Radix, and the contents of four compounds,
astrgaloside I, isoastragaloside II, astragaloside I, and astragaloside IV, were determined as control values with HPLC-MS method.
The quantitative analysis models of the above four compounds and total saponins in Astragali Radix were established using partial
least square method. The established quantitative analysis model of total saponins in Astragali Radix was applied to the on-line
monitoring in the extracting process of Astragali Radix to reveal the concentration of total saponins in the extracting process. Results
The correlation coefficients of the four compounds reached 0.987 6, 0.964 0, 0.857 1, and 0.981 6, respectively, and 0.993 2 for the
total saponins. The root mean square error of calibration (RMSEC) was 5.94, the correlation coefficient of inner cross-validation was
0.976 6, and root mean square error of cross validation (RMSECV) was 11.1. Using the calibration model of the total saponins for the
on-line monitoring of Astragali Radix extracting process, the dissolving information of the total saponins was obtained synchronously
and exactly. Conclusion This method is beneficial to the estimating of the end point and the optimizing of the process parameters.
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Table 1 Methodological parameters of four saponins in extract solution of Astragali Radix with HPLC-MS
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Fig. 1 NIR transmission spectra of Astragali Radix extract solutions before (A) and after (B)
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Table 2 Parameters of quantitative calibration models for four saponins in Astragali Radix

F 5y X FRH BRI SR F R A IETEE /om™
(RMSEC) (RMSECV)

PR I 0.987 6 7.60X107 0.066 4 9 785.19~7 609.50, 6 420.63~5 830.16

SRR 09640 2.73 1.260 3 9 785.19~7 609.50, 6 583.79~5 768.04

HEEI 0.857 1 1.50x10°° 5.710 5 9690.21~7 678.56, 6361.71~5791.95

BT 0.981 6 1.11 0.070 4 9 785.19~7 609.50, 6 583.79~6 039.96
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Fig.2 Correlation (A) and residual distribution (B) diagrams of content of total saponins
in Astragali Radix between model predictive and actual values
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Fig. 3 Inner cross-validation results of quantitative analysis model for total saponins in Astragali Radix
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Fig. 4 Change tendency of total saponins in extracting

processes of three batches of Astragali Radix
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